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1. INTRODUCTION 

As part of the its Environmental Priorities Initiative (EPI) program, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) has requested ICF Technology, Inc.'s Field Investigation Team 

(FIT), subcontractors to Ecology and Environment, Inc., to conduct a Preliminary 

Assessment (PA) of Grow Group, Inc. Consumer Products Division located at 2150 Malt 

Avenue, Commerce, California. 



The EPI program integrates the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA), 
as amended by the 1984 Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA), with the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA), as amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 
(SARA), in order to set priorities for cleanup of the most environmentally significant sites 
first. The PA is conducted using CERCLA Hazard Ranking System (HRS) criteria to 
determine the site's eligibility for inclusion on the National Priorities List and, thus, assist in 
prioritizing facilities for the RCRA Program. 

2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Location and Owner/Operator History 

Grow Group, Inc. Consumer Products Division (Grow Group) is located on 2501 Malt 
Avenue, Commerce, California (T. 2S., R. 12W., sec. 21, San Bernadina baseline and 
meridian; lat. 33° 59' 00" N., long. 118° 07' 30" W.) (1). A site location map is presented 
as Figure 1. Grow Group is located in an industrial area and is bordered by Hyster 
Company to the east, CCA Company to the south and west, and a parking lot to the north 
(1,2). The facility has manufactured bleach, pool cleaning products, and plastic bleach 
containers since 1971 (2,3,6,10,32). The Grow Group site consists of the following: 
• five buildings; 
• below-grade sumps; 
• an above-ground wastewater treatment system; 
• a below-grade wastewater treatment system containing three sumps; and 
• hazardous waste drum storage areas. 

The facility also includes of an underground gasoline storage tank. A second underground 
storage tank, used to store diesel fuel, was removed in 1989. An evaluation of these tank 
areas will not be presented in this report because petroleum, including crude oil and refined 
fractions is specifically excluded from the definitions of "hazardous substance" and "pollutant 
or contaminant" in Sections 101 (14) and (33) of CERCLA. The site is entirely paved, and 
the facility is surrounded by a fence (2,4). A facility layout map is provided as Figure 2. 

The Grow Group site is 7 acres in size and is located on three separate properties. The 
owners of the property are Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, Georgia-Pacific 
Corporation (GP), and Golden Trust (2,5). The Golden Trust property was reportedly 
owned by Kilsby Tube Supply Company at one time (5,9). Reportedly, operations began at 
the site in March 1971 when GP began producing swimming pool care products, plastic 
bottles, and anti-freeze products (6,7,32). In 1986, GP vacated the facility and Grow Group 
began operations (2,6). The site is still actively occupied by Grow Group (2). There is no 
available information discussing land ownership or operators prior to 1980. 
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2.2 Facility Process/Waste Management 

Georgia Pacific Cor_poration (GP) 
GP manufactured bleach, dry and liquid pool chemicals ( or chlorinators ), and antifreeze. 
According to the California Department of Health Services (DHS), raw materials used to 
manufacture the dry chlorinators included calcium hypochlorite, sodium dichloro-S
triazinetrione (ACL-60), and trichloro-S-triazinetrione (ACL-90). Reportedly, liquid chlorine 
was produced by mixing chlorine gas with water (7). GP's Part A Hazardous Waste Facility 
permit application stated that acetone, 1,1,1-trichloroethane (TCA), and other chlorinated 
solvents were also used at the facility (6,32). 

According to DHS, wastes generated by GP at the facility associated with the production of 
dry pool chemical products included floor sweepings of spilled chemicals, airborne dust 
captured by a baghouse system, and returned product. GP used several methods to remove 
the dry chemical waste from the site. The dry chemical waste was recycled by mixing the 
dry waste with water and sodium sulfite to create liquid pool chemical products; or the waste 
was disposed of in fiberboard drums; or the waste was neutralized in a 6,000-gallon tank and 
discharged to the city sewer system (see Section 4.2.1) (2,6,7,8,29). GP reportedly stored the 
drums of hazardous waste in a 20-foot by 40-foot storage area located near Building 4 (see 
Section 4.4) (6,32). 

Wastes associated with the bleach manufacturing process included bleach, corrosive 
wastewater, and acidic wastewater (3). GP neutralized acidic or caustic wastewater in a four 
stage below-grade treatment system prior to discharge to the sewer (see Section 4.2.2) 
(2,3,6). Additional wastestreams produced by GP included waste oil which was stored in a 
9-foot diameter tank located north of Building 4 (6,32). 

Grow Group 
Grow Group manufactures pool products, such as algaecide, anti-foam agents, clarifiers, pH 
adjusting agents, bleaches for household and commerciaVindustrial uses, and plastic 
containers (2,3). Raw materials, including hydrochloric and sulfuric acid, and sodium 
hydroxide, are transported to the site by railcar or truck and pumped into storage tanks. 
Dry materials, such as ACL-60, ACL-90, and calcium or lithium hypochlorite, are shipped 
to the facility in fiberboard drums, plastic drums, and nylon sacks. These raw materials are 
stored in various areas as shown in Figure 2 (3). 

Three production processes have been used at the Grow Group site: bleach manufacturing, 
pool chemicals manufacturing, and bleach bottle manufacturing. The bleach process consists 
of pumping liquid chlorine from railroad cars, which are also used for storage, into pipelines 
containing caustics and large amounts of water. The caustics are stored in an indoor tank 
farm, and the product bleach is stored in six 7,600-gallon storage tanks which are also 
located in the indoor tank farm. This indoor tank farm is located in Building 4. Separate 
packaging or filling lines, also located in Building 4, are used to fill bottles with household 
bleach and muriatic ( or hydrochloric) acid. Grow Group planned to discontinue 
manufacturing bleach in August 1991 (2). 



Wastes generated from the bleach manufacturing area include spilled bleach and caustics, 
and waste oil from the machinery hydraulics. In the bleach manufacturing area, trenches 
are used to collect spills, and the spilled liquid is pumped into the above-ground wastewater 
treatment system prior to being discharged to the sewer under permit (see Section 4.2.3). 
The waste oil is currently pumped into an oil and water separator tank (see Section 4.3.1) 
(2). 

Pool chemicals were manufactured by pressing dry ACL-90 ( or ACL-60) into tablets. The 
finished product was packaged in 2-pound bags. According to Grow Group, this 
manufacturing process ceased on June 30, 1991, and the equipment, used to produce these 
pool tablets, was dismantled and sold (2). Floor sweepings and dusts, collected from the 
pool tablet manufacturing process area, were placed into drums and stored in Building 5 
from 1986 until 1988 (see Section 4.1.1). This waste is currently stored in Building 3 (see 
Section 4.1.2). From 1986 until.1988, Grow Group neutralized ACL-90 wastes in a 6,000-
gallon tank (see Section 4.2.1) (2). 

Besides bleach and pool chemical manufacturing, Grow Group manufactured bleach 
containers with a polyethylene blow mold machine. The facility is no longer producing 
bleach containers, and the machinery has been dismantled and will be sold (2). Waste oil, 
generated from the blow mold machine's hydraulics, was collected in an oil and water 
separator (see Section 4.3.1). 

From 1986 until 1989, Grow Group operated a fleet of trucks. Wastestreams generated by 
Grow Group in the operation of the fleet have included waste oil from a truck maintenance 
shop and waste oil collected from a 3,200-gallon sump used for maintance and steam
cleaning (see Section 4.3.3) (2). 

Currently, Grow Group is in the process of terminating the GP and Goodyear Rubber and 
Tire Company leases. Grow Group plans to cease all bleach and pool chemical production 
at the site and plans to become a bleach and pool product distribution facility on the Golden 
Trust property. A closure plan is currently being developed for DHS (2,3). 

3. REGULATORY INVOLVEMENT 

3.1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

On November 17, 1980, GP filed a RCRA Part A Hazardous Waste Facility permit 
application for a hazardous waste storage tank, a hazardous waste drum storage area, and 
a wastewater treatment system ( 6,32). In July 1985, GP requested that EPA change the 
facility status from TSDF interim status to generator only. GP maintained that on-site 
treatment was limited to elementary neutralization; hazardous waste were not stored on site 
for longer than 90 days; and GP considered themselves as a protective filer (6,11). EPA 
responded to GP in August 1985 and stated that DHS had the authorization to issue RCRA 
permits and that GP's request was forwarded to DHS (6,12). EPA then requested that DHS 
review GP's withdrawal application and inform EPA of DHS' decision (13). There is no 



known available information indicating that DHS contacted EPA regarding changes to the 
facility status. In July 1986, Grow Group informed EPA of a change of ownership of 
operations at the site, and requested that all EPA identification numbers be transferred to 
Grow Group (9,10). Grow Group submitted to EPA a Notification of Hazardous Waste 
Acitivity in September 1986 (9). Grow Group is listed in the EPA RCRA database as a Part 
A Hazardous Waste Facility permit application withdrawal candidate. GP is not listed in the 
database ( 65). 

EP A's Emergency Response Section responded to a chlorine gas release at the Grow Group 
site in September 1988 (see Sections 3.2, 4.1.2 and 5.5) (14). 

3.2 California Department of Health Services (DHS) 

DHS has been involved with the Grow Group site since 1981 when GP completed an 
Interim Status Document (ISD) questionnaire (15,16). DHS, however, never issued an ISD 
to the Grow Group site (15,16,17). In 1984, a DHS inspector recommended that the site 
be given a variance from the ISD because other regulatory agencies were involved with the 
facility, and simple neutralization was the only treatment used on site (15,17). However, 
DHS continued to investigate the site as an interim status TSDF and during a 1987 
inspection Grow Group was cited for violations which included the failure to maintain 
records regarding hazardous waste storage; failure to maintain updated employee training 
records; and failure to properly close and label hazardous waste drums (6,17). 

In February 1986, during GP's occupancy, two uncontrolled chemical reactions occured on 
site that released chlorine gas and resulted in DHS conducting an inspection in 1986 (see 
Appendix C) (6,17). The DHS inspector observed that more than 130 drums of dry pool 
chemical had accumulated on site and that waste oil was being collected in an on-site tank 
for off-site disposal (7,21). This tank, however, was not included in the facility's Part A 
Hazardous Waste Facility permit application (21,32). 

DHS was informed by GP that the site was transferred to Grow Group in 1987 (18). After 
Grow Group acquired the facility, two evacuations of the nearby population were conducted 
by Los Angeles County Sherriff s Department in 1988 due to releases of chlorine gas from 
the facility (see Section 3.5). According to DHS, DHS and EPA were not informed by the 
facility of these releases within 24 hours (21 ). DHS conducted a compliance evaluation 
inspection in September 1988 and cited additional violations including failure to manage 
hazardous waste containers; the storage of ignitable wastes within 50 feet of the property 
line; failure to erect a dike, berm, or wall to separate incompatible wastes; and failure to 
minimize the possibility of a fire, explosion, or a release of hazardous waste to the 
environment (21 ). Grow Group then applied for a variance for on-site neutralization of 
ACL-60 and ACL-90 wastes (6,19). DHS denied Grow Group the variance because the 
wastes were toxic, ignitable, reactive, and considered to be RCRA hazardous wastes when 
discarded ( 6,20). · 

In February 1989, Grow Group informed DHS of their _intentions to close the facility (6). 
DHS responded in March 1989 that the site is considered to be an interim status TSDF and 



must comply with all interim status regulations (23). As part of Grow Group's closure, a 
closure plan is in the process of being submitted to DHS, and an Application for Hazardous 
Waste Facility Permit Variance was submitted for elementary neutralization of acids and 
bases, oil and water separators, and for storage of hazardous wastes in tanks for less than 
90 days (2,24). The Grow Group site is not listed in the California Bond Expenditure Plan 
(66). 

3.3 Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 

RWQCB has not been involved with the site (58). 

3.4 South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

According to GP, SCAQMD issued air permits for acid tanks, baghouse processes, several 
holding tanks, and a liquid chemical mix tank (32). Reportedly, SCAQMD issued violations 
to Grow Group after a release of chlorine gas to the air occurred in August 1988 (25). 
SCAQMD conducted air sampling after a release of chlorine gas occurred in September 
1988 (14). According to Grow Group, SCAQMD conducts annual inspections of the facility 
(2). 

3.5 Other Agency Involvement 

Agencies from Los Angeles County involved with the Grow Group site have included the 
County Fire Department, Department of Health Services, Sheriffs Department, and 
Sanitation District (25,26,27,28). These Los Angeles County agencies responded to several 
on-site incidents. Appendix C gives a brief description of these on-site incidents. The Los 
Angeles County Sanitation District filed a Report of Improper Disposal against Grow Group 
after a fire occurred in a County garbage truck in February 1988. The fire occurred because 
hydrochloric acid, which was produced by Grow Group, was reportedly dumped into the 
refuse (20,31 ). Los Angeles County Department of Health Services (LACDHS) issued 
violations to GP in February 1986 and to Grow Group in March 1988, August 1988, and 
September 1988 after releases of chlorine gas occurred at the site (29,30). The Los Angeles 
County Sheriffs Department evacuated 23,000 residents during the September 1988 release 
of chlorine gas to the air (14,29). 

Grow Group has an industrial wastewater discharge permit issued by Los Angeles County 
Sanitation Districts (27). According to Grow Group, Los Angeles County Sanitation District 
samples the wastewater effluent at least once a year for oil, grease, suspended solids, and 
chemical oxygen demand (2,63). 

4. DESCRIPTION OF INDIVIDUAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS 

Distinct Solid Waste management Units (SWMUs) have been identified to evaluate potential 
on-site sources of releases to air, surface water, groundwater, and soil. A SWMU is defined 
as any discernible waste management unit at a facility from which hazardous constituents 



might migrate, irrespective of whether the unit was intended for the management of solid 
and/or hazardous waste. As a result of this Preliminary Assessment, FIT has identified nine 
significant SWMUs at the site. Figure 3 presents the general location of these SMWUs. It 
appears that Building 5 may be a RCRA-regulated unit because hazardous wastes were 
stored for more than 90 days. Additional SWMUs, however, may exist. 

4.1 Dry Pool Chemical Waste Storage Areas 

4.1.1 Former Dry Hazardous Waste Drum Storage Area/Building 5 (Figure 3, Area H) 

Unit Description 
Building 5 is approximately 100 feet by 200 feet by 20 feet high and has three sides with the 
fourth side covered with a heavy, green plastic tarp (2,5,33). At one time, approximately 552 
drums of waste were stored in the northern quarter of Building 5 (14,33,34). The remaining 
area was used to store empty plastic containers used for packaging purposes (14). The 
waste was stored until Grow Group neutralized the material in a 6,000-gallon tank prior to 
sewer discharge (see Section 4.2.1) (31). Additionally, waste oil was reportedly stored along 
the south wall of Building 5 in 1988. The storage area for waste oil was moved to the 
hazardous waste oil tank and drum storage area near Building 2B in 1989 (see Section 4.3.2) 
(3,21,22). 

Date of Startup 
Grow Group began storing wastes in Building 5 in 1986 (2). There is no known available 
information indicating that GP used Building 5 to store wastes. 

Date of Closure 
Grow Group ceased using Building 5 to store wastes in September 1988. Building 5 is 
currently used to store empty packaging material (2). 

Waste Managed 
Drums of dry chemcial wastes, generated from airbone dust collected in baghouse filters, 
floor sweepings from the dry pool chemcial manufacturing area, and returned pool chemical 
products were stored in Building 5 along with dry raw materials (2,31,35). The wastes 
included ACL-60, ACL-90, lithium hypochlorite, sodium bisulfate, soda ash, and cyanuric 
acid (3,35). According to DHS, LACDHS reported that some of the waste drums were 
stored in Building 5 for more than two years (64). Additionally, waste oil was stored along 
the southern wall (3,21,22). 

Release Controls 
Building 5 was constructed on concrete with a metal roof (3). 

History of Release 
On September 3, 1988, LACDHS and Los Angeles County Fire Department responded to 
a fire at the Grow Group facility which was releasing a cloud of chlorine gas (5,6,25,26,33). 
According to the Los Angeles County agencies, a cloud, approximately 150 feet in the air, 
was emerging from Building 5 as a result of a fire (33). To halt the reaction, the reacting 
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material was spread on the floor of Building 5 and covered with a concentrated soda ash 
slurry (21). After the fire was put out using the soda ash slurry, SCAQMD collected air 
samples upwind and downwind from Building 5, and inside the building (see Table 1). A 
number of chlorinated compounds including chloroform, TCA, and perchloroethylene (PCE) 
(14). An inspection was conducted by DHS several days after the fire, and inspectors 
observed a thick, glassy layer of residue up to 0.5-inches thick in Building 5 (64). 

Trichloromethane (chloroform) 0.4 
1,1,1-Trichloroethane (methyl chloroform) 10.6 
Tetrachloromethane ( carbon tetrachloride) 0.44 
1, 1,2-Trichloroethene ( trichloroethylene) 0.42 
Tetrachloroethene (perchloroethylene) 1. 73 
Dichloromethane ( methylene chloride) 292 
1,2-Dichloromethane ND 
1,2-Dibromoethane ND 

The sample locations are not known 
ND= Not Detected 

ND 
10.9 
0.24 
0.40 
1.81 
ND 
ND 
ND 

1111111" 
1.8 
10.8 
0.71 
0.45 
1.74 
308 
ND 
ND 

Source: Ecology and Environment, Inc. to Lewis, William, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Grow Group, Inc. On-Scene Monitoring, Commerce, CA. 
September 21, 1988. , 

Although this area was reportedly cleaned by Grow Group employees, there has been no 
known sampling conducted to confirm the removal of residual hazardous substances (21,22). 
There also has been no known soil or groundwater sampling conducted in the vicinity of 
Building 5. 

4.1.2 Dry Hazardous Waste Drum Storage Area/Building 3 (Figure 3, Area A) 

Unit Description 
Building 3 has three walls and is open to the north. The building is approximately 1,200 
square feet in size, covered by a metal roof, and has concrete floors (2,3). Drums containing 
waste dry pool chemicals were placed between two concrete berms and were completely 
surrounded by a 6-foot high fence (2). 

Date of Startup 
Grow Group began using Building 3 in 1988 (2,3). There is no known available information 
indicating that GP used this building to store hazardous waste drums. 



Date of Closure 
Apparently Grow Group is currently using this drum storage area to store dry pool chemical 
wastes; however, according to Grow Group, the production of dry pool chemical product 
ceased in June 1991 (2). 

Wastes Managed 
Floor sweepings, returned dry pool chemical products, and dust from the dry chemical 
process area were collected and placed into drums (2). Building 3 was used to store these 
wastes which include lithium and calcium hypochlorite, sodium bisulfate, ACL-90, and ACL-
60 (2,3). According to Grow Group, this waste is removed by Nash Salvage, Inc. (EPA ID# 
CAD990802993) and U.S.P.C.I (EPA ID# OKD981514474) within 90 days (2). 

Release Controls 
Building 3 has concrete floors and a metal roof. The storage area is located between two 
concrete berms (2,3). The floor of Building 3 slopes toward the unbermed side for drainage 
to the asphalt pavement which is sloped towards a drain which leads to the above-ground 
wastewater treatment system (3). 

History of Releases 
There have been no known releases at Building 3; however, there has been no known soil 
or groundwater sampling in this area. 

4.2 Waste Neutralization Systems 

4.2.1 Dry Pool Chemical Waste Neutralization Tank (Figure 3, Area I) 

Unit Description 
A 6,000-gallon above-ground polyethylene tank was used to neutralize dry pool chemical 
wastes including ACL-90, ACL-60, and lithium and calcium hypochlorite · (3,36). 
Approximately 400 pounds of chemical waste was mixed with approximately 4,500 gallons 
of water for neutralization which was then discharged to the city sewer (36,59). This 6,000-
gallon tank was used by GP and Grow Group (2,6). 

Date of Startup 
Apparently GP began operating this above-ground treatment system in June 1984 ( 6). 

Date of Closure 
Grow Group ceased using this tank in 1988 (2). 

Waste Managed 
Wastes neutralized in this tank included ACL-90, ACL-60, and lithium and calcium 
hypochlorite (8,31,36,59). 

Release Controls 
The tank was located on a concrete slab (2). Reportedly, this area is approximately 2,500-
square foot in size (36). 



History of Releases 
Two releases occurred from the neutralization tank on February 21 and 22, 1986. The first 
occurred when GP added a calcium hypochlorite slurry to the neutralization tank too quickly 
and an explosion occurred reportedly releasing a 30-foot cloud of chlorine gas. A second 
explosion occurred when calcium hypochlorite fell off a loading apparatus and into the tank. 
The resulting explosion caused the tank's gate valve to fail, and 6,000 gallons of solution 
were released from the tank (7,29). 

4.2.2 Below-grade Wastewater Treatment System (Figure 3, Area K) 

Unit Description 
A 7.6-feet by 5-feet by 12-feet deep, concrete, below-grade wastewater treatment system is 
located adjacent to the acid and caustic collection sumps (2). The wastewater treatment 
system consists of three interconnected sumps. This wastewater treatment system was used 
for pH adjustment prior to sewer discharge (6,32,60). When Grow Group began operating 
at the site, a bypass tank was installed so that wastewater could be diverted to the above
ground wastewater treatment system (see Section 4.2.4) (2). 

Date of Startup 
This system was described in GP's Hazardous Waste Facility permit application in 1980 
when GP began operations (6,32). 

Date of Closure 
GP vacated the facility in 1986, and Grow Group reportedly never used the below-grade 
treatment system; however, the below-grade wastewater treatment system is currently 
present on site (2). 

Waste Managed 
Waste liquids drained from the caustic packaging area located in Building 4 and from the 
acid and caustic collection sumps were pumped to the below-grade treatment system (60). 

Release Controls 
The below grade sump was reportedly concrete. Additionally, a bypass tank diverts the 
wastewater from the below-grade treatment system to the above-ground treatment system 
(see Section 4.2.3) (2). 

History of Releases 
There have been no reported releases from this area; however, no known soil or 
groundwater sampling has been conducted. 

4.2.3 Above-ground Wastewater Treatment System (Figure 3, Area E) 

Unit Description 
The wastewater treatment system consists of three above-ground storage tanks ( two 2,000-
gallon and one 6,000-gallon) located on a concrete slab adjacent to Building 4C (3,24). One 
2,000-gallon tank, Tank 24, is used to store waste sodium hypochlorite solutions. The waste 



sodium hypochlorite solutions in Tank 24 is tested for clarity, and if the waste caustic in 
Tank 24 is free of debris then it is pumped into a recycling tank for reuse in the facility's 
bleach process. Otherwise, the waste caustic is pumped into Tank 23, the 6,000-gallon tank, 
for pH adjustment. The treated waste caustic is then discharged to the city sewer system 
under permit. The other 2,000-gallon storage tank, Tank 25, is used to store rinsewater 
containing sodium hydroxide (24). The sodium hydroxide rinsewater in Tank 25 is pH 
adjusted and then discharged to the city sewer system (24). 

Date of Startup 
The three tanks were installed in 1983 by GP (24). 

Date of Closure 
Grow Group is currently using this system but planned to cease all bleach and liquid pool 
chemical product manufacturing by August 1991 (2). 

Waste Managed 
Waste generated from spills occurring in the liquid chlorine bleach process area, including 
sodium hypochlorite, is pumped into Tank 24. Tank 25 stores rinsewater used to clean two 
sodium hydroxide storage tanks (24). 

Release Controls 
A 6-inch berm and a fence surround the wastewater treatment system. The capacity of the 
bermed area is approximately 1,650 gallons. The tanks are located on a concrete slab which 
slopes towards a sump. Liquid from the sump is then pumped back into the tanks. In 
addition, this bermed area is located in a depressed area of the yard which has a holding 
capacity of 16,000 gallons (24). 

History of Releases 
There have been no reported releases from this area; however, no known soil or 
groundwater sampling has been conducted. 

4.2.4 Waste Hydrochloric Acid Storage Tank (Figure 3, Area F) 

Unit Description 
A 2,000-gallon storage tank, located in Building 4C , is used to collect acidic wash from the 
hydrochloric acid bottle filling operations area. The waste acid is used to adjust the pH in 
the wastewater treatment plant. When the pH of the wastewater in Tank 23 needs to be 
lowered, acid is pumped from this storage tank into Tank 23 (see Section 4.2.3) (24). 

Date of Startup 
The waste hydrochloric acid tank was installed in 1987 by Grow Group (24). 

Date of Closure 
As of August 1991, this unit was still active (2). 



Waste Managed 
Hydrochloric acid waste, generated from spills occuring at the bleach packaging area, is 
pumped from a floor sump into the hydrochloric acid waste storage tank (24). 

Release Controls 
A 6-foot high concrete wall surrounds the waste acid storage tank area. The storage 
capacity of the containment area is 7,000 gallons. The base of the acid storage tank area 
is covered with corrosive-resistant fiberglass (24). 

Histmy of Release 
There have been no reported releases from this area; however, no known soil or 
groundwater sampling has been conducted. 

4.3 Waste Oil Storage Areas 

4.3.1 Waste Hydraulic Oil and Water Separator Tank (Figure 3, Area C) 

. Unit Description 
A 1,000-gallon above-ground steel oil/water separator tank is located approximately 35 feet 
from the north property line in a 1,560-square foot bermed area. The berm is approximately 
6-inches high and surrounds three sides of the tank (3,24). An elevated ramp borders the 
fourth side (24). According to GP's Part A Hazardous Waste Facility permit application, 
GP also used a 16-foot diameter tank to store hazardous waste in this area (6,32). 

Date of Startup 
The tank installation date is not known. GP began operating in 1980 (2,6).· 

Date of Closure 
This tank is currently being used by Grow Group; however, Grow Group is in the process 
of closing the facilty (2). 

Wastes Managed 
Waste hydraulic and associated oils, generated from the blow mold machine, are piped into 
the oil and water separator tank (2,3). According to Grow Group, wastewater, which is 
separated from the oil, is discharged to the sewer system without further treatment. 
Apparently, the oil is pumped into 55-gallon drums and stored in the hazardous waste drum 
storage area located near Building 2B (see Section 4.3.2) (2). According to Grow Group, 
the oil is removed from the site within 90 days (3). 

Release Controls 
The area is bermed and has a concrete floor. The capacity of the bermed area is 5,000 
gallons. A sump, adjacent to the separator tank, is used to pump spilled liquids from the 
bermed area hack into the oil and water separator tank (24). 



History of Releases 
During the recent FIT site visit, oily liquid was observed within the bermed area (2). There 
has been no known soil or groundwater sampling conducted in this area. 

4.3.2 Hazardous Waste Oil Tank and Drum Storage Area (Pigue 3, Area B) 

Unit Description 
This area contains a 1,000-gallon steel waste oil tank and is surrounded with a 6-inch berm 
and 6-foot high fence. The area is asphalt-paved and contains a 1,000-gallon waste coolant 
water tank. Additionally, hazardous waste drums are currently stored in this area (2,3). 
According to Grow Group, the 1,000-gallon waste oil tank was used by GP only. 

Date of Startup 
GP began operations at the site in 1980 (2,6,24). 

Date of Closure 
GP vacated the site in 1986; however, hazardous waste drums are stored on pallets located 
next to the waste tanks. Grow Group is in the process of closing the facility (2). 

Wastes Managed 
Waste motor oil, collected from fork lifts and other vehicles, was pumped to the waste oil 
tank to separate the oil from any water (24). According to Grow Group, hazardous wastes 
drums containing the waste oil are stored in this area for less than 90 days (2,24). 

Release Controls 
This bermed area is located on asphalt pavement, and waste oil drums are stored on wooden 
pallets (2). 

History of Release 
Accoding to Grow Group, oil residue is located on the ashpalt (3). There has been no 
known soil or groundwater sampling conducted in this area. 

4.3.3 Steam-cleaning Sump (Figure 3, Area G) 

Unit Description 
A 3,200-gallon concrete depression, located near Building 2B, the truck maintenance shop, 
was used for steam cleaning purposes (2,24). According to Grow Group, this sump was used 
when Grow Group operated a fleet of delivery trucks (2). Waste oil collected into the sump 
was eventually pumped into 55-gallon drums and apparently stored in the hazardous waste 
oil and drum storage area located at Building 2B (see Section 4.3.2) (2). 

Date of Startup 
Grow Group began operating at the site in 1986 (2). It is not known if this sump existed 
prior to 1986. 



Date of Closure 
Grow Group ceased using this sump in 1989 and currently using this area to store wooden 
pallets (2). 

Waste Managed 
Waste oil was collected in this sump (2,24). 

Release Controls 
This sump is a concrete depression (24). 

History of Releases 
There have been no reported releases from this area; however, no known soil or 
groundwater sampling has been conducted. 

4.4 Area of Concern 

FIT identified additional areas of concern at the site. These areas include a former drum 
storage area that was reportedly identified in GP's Part A Hazardous Waste Facility permit 
application; several secondary containment sumps used to contain spills from the bleach 
manufacturing area, the acid storage areas, and caustic storage areas; the baghouse; and 
various on-site areas (2,3,21,22,32,64). 

GP's Former Drum Storage Area 
Reportedly, GP stored drums of waste in a 20-foot by 40-foot concrete bermed area (see 
Figure 3, Area L) (3,32). Reportedly, this area is covered by a steel roof, and Grow Group 
reportedly never used this area (2,32). There is no available information indicating the type 
of wastes that were stored in this area (3). There have been no reported releases; however, 
no known soil or groundwater sampling has been conducted in this area. 

Secondary Containment Sumps 
A 1,600-gallon concrete below-grade sump, used as secondary containment, is located 
adjacent to two storage tanks formerly used by GP to store sulfuric acid (see Figure 3, Area 
D) (2). Grow Group reportedly did not use these storage tanks, and there is no available 
information discussing the date of installation of the tanks or the waste management 
practices associated with the tanks and the sumps (2). 

Two additional secondary containment sumps are located on site ( see Figure 3, Area J). A 
concrete caustic collection sump, approximately 7.5-feet by 5-feet by 4-feet deep, is divided 
into three cells and lies south of Building 4B. The sump is covered and a 2-foot square 
manhole covers each section of the sump. Adjacent to the caustic collection sump is a 3-foot 
diameter, 6.7 feet deep, concrete acid collection sump (60). Liquids, contained in both 
sumps, were pumped into the former below-grade wastewater treatment system by GP (2). 
Currently, waste from these units is pumped into the above-ground wastewater treatment 
system (2, 60). 



These sumps are currently used to contain spills from pumping liquid bleach, caustics, or 
acids into storage tanks. For liquid bleach and caustics, tanker trucks unload the raw 
material over the caustic sump, and for unloading acids, the trucks pump over the acid sump 
(2). Additionally, floor drains, located in the acid-handling area of Building 4, discharge into 
the acid sump. Caustic-resistant concrete covers the caustic sump bermed area. An acid
resistant concrete covers the acid sump area ( 60). 

There have been no reported releases from these secondary containment areas; however, 
no known soil or groundwater sampling has been conducted. 

Baghouse System 
A baghouse system was used to collect airborne dust from the dry pool chemical 
manufacturing area. Baghouse filters containing the dry pool chemical dust were placed in 
fiberboard drums and disposed of off-site (7). This system was identified in GP's 1980 Part 
A Hazardous Waste Facility permit application. According to GP, SCAQMD issued air 
permits for the baghouse system (32). There have been no reported releases from this 
system; however, there has been no s~mpling conducted. 

Various On-site Areas 
Several drums of ACL-60 and ACL-90 ignited at the Grow Group site, and to halt the 
reactions, the reacting material was spread onto the lot and covered with soda ash on several 
occassions ( see Appendix C). The location of these areas is unknown. Additionally, during 
several DHS inspections, oily residue was observed along pipelines, a residue of hazardous 
materials was observed on the concrete floor of Building 5, and cracks were observed in the 
asphalt pavement (21,22,64). There has been no known sampling conducted at the site to 
confirm that all hazardous substances were removed from the site. 

5. HRS FACTORS 

The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) is a scoring system used to assess the relative threat 
associated with actual or potential releases of hazardous substances from sites. It is the 
principle mechanism EPA uses to place sites on the National Priorities List (NPL). FIT has 
evaluated the following HRS factors relative to this site. 

5.1 Waste Type and Quantity 

The Grow Group site is a bleach, pool chemical products, and plastic containers 
manufacturer (2,49). Materials used for bleach and pool chemical products manufacturing 
include ACL-60, ACL-90, lithium and calcium hypochlorite, cyanuric acid, sodium hydroxide, 
and hydrochlric acid (24,35). Wastes generated at the facility include waste oil, acidic and 
caustic wastewater, returned dry pool chemical product, dust, and floor sweepings (2,24,34). 
According to Grow Group, the facility generates 100 gallons· of waste oil every month from 
maintaining machines and company vehicles (24). Although petroleum is excluded from the 
definition of "hazardous substance" and "pollutant or contaminant", this exclusion does not 
apply to waste oil that has been altered by use. · 



Approximately 2,000 gallons of acidic wastewater and 153,000 gallons of caustic wastewater 
are generated at the site every month (24). In 1988, approximately 245,440 pounds of dry 
pool chemical waste were removed from the facility in 552 drums (34). Some of this waste 
may have accumulated prior to 1986 (see Section 4 for details) (6,25,29,33). 

Several drums of dry pool chemical waste, including ACL-90 and calcium hypochlorite, 
ignited at the site in 1988 (6,7,14,25,26,29,33). Gases including nitrogen chloride, chlorine, 
phosgene, and cyanogen chloride may have been released when the dry pool chemcial 
ignited (61). During the September 3, 1988 release, SCAQMD collected air samples which 
revealed the presence of chloroform (up to 1.8 ppb) and dichloromethane (up to 308 ppb) 
(14). A summary of the air sampling results is presented in Table 1. 

5.2 Groundwater 

The Grow Group site is located in the Central Groundwater Basin of the Los Angeles 
County Coastal Plain (1,37). The Central Basin is divided into four regions, and the site is 
situated within one of those regions, the Montebello Forebay region. The Montebello 
Forebay stratigraphy consists of 20 to 60 feet of sand and gravel overlying the Bellflower 
aquitard, an aquitard which consists of clays and sandy clays. The Bellflower aquitard, 
however, does not exist throughout the Montebello Forebay region and portions of the 
Bellflower aquitard contain high percentages of sand and gravel. These sand and gravel 
portions have relatively high permeabilities (37). The net annual precipitation in the area 
is 8 inches (38). 

Several aquifers can be found throughout the Montebello Forebay region. These aquifers 
include the Artesia, Exposition, Gage, Gardena, Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, Silverado, 
and Sunnyside. The Artesia and Exposition aquifers are located directly beneath the 
Bellflower aquitard and, like the aquitard, do not exist throughout the Montebello Forebay 
region. The Artesia and Exposition aquifers may not exist beneath the site. The Gage 
aquifer extends over approximately one-third of the forebay region and has a maximum 
depth of 260 feet bgs. Apparently, a sand and gravel layer, the Lakewood Formation, 
separates the Gage aquifer from the lower aquifers. Within two miles of the site the 
aquifers, the Gage, Gardena, Hollydale, Jefferson, Lynwood, and Silverado, appear to be 
hydraulically interconnected, and the Bellflower aquitard is not continuous. The depth to 
groundwater is approximately 90 feet bgs (37). 

Ten water purveyors operate a combined total of 79 groundwater wells to provide drinking 
water to a total population of approximately 436,000 residents within the cities of 
Montebello, Commerce, Bell Gardens, Downey, Whittier, Hollydale, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, 
and Rio Hondo (see Table 2) (39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,47,48,50,51,52). The closest well to 
the site is operated by Park Water Company and is located approximately 0.75 miles from 
the site (1,46). Approximately 20% of the drinking water supply for Park Water Company 
is groundwater and is used to serve approximately 57,000 residents of the cities of Bellflower 
and Norwalk (39). 
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20 10 91,444 
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' 

20 50 36,960** 

3 45 24,400 

* This population includes 40% of the population of the Orchard Dale Water District, (ODWD) since ODWD receives 40% of its drinking water from La Habra 
Heights County Water District. 40% of 17,000 = 6,800. (Peters, Belinda, ICF Technology, Inc. and Draper, Gary Orchard Dale Water District. Telephone 
conversation. April 11, 1991; Peters, Belinda, ICF Technology Inc. and Frey, Jim, La Habra Heights County Water District. Telephone conversation: April 
11, 1991). 

** This population figure estimates 4 people served by each service connection (Jensen, Gary ICF Technology, Inc. and Lu, Alice, Southern California Water 
Company. Telephone conversation. May 13, 1991; and California Department of Water Resources. Watermaster Service Central Basin Los Angeles County. 
July 1, 1988 to June 30, 1989). 

* * * This includes the estimated business population. 



Several water purveyors (South Montebello Irrigation District, City of Pico Rivera Water 
District, Pico Rivera Water District, and Santa Fe Springs) use 100% groundwater to supply 
drinking water to approximately 160,300 residents ( 44,45,47,48). The La Habra Heights 
County Water District and the City of Downey blend approximately 10% surface water with 
groundwater for drinking water supplies which serve over 100,000 residents ( 43,50). The 
Southern California Water Company operates a water system which blends 50% surface 
water with groundwater to provide a drinking water supply for their customers, and San 
Gabriel Valley Water Company uses 45% surface water in their drinking water supply. 
These two systems serve a combined population of 61,000 residents ( 41,52). The Suburban 
Water System serves 100,000 residents and uses 84% surface water in the drinking water 
supply ( 40). Approximately 46 groundwater wells are located within 4 miles of the site 
( l,39,40,41,42,43,44,45,46,4 7,48,50,51,52). 

The potential for a release of hazardous substances to groundwater exists because several 
spills have occurred at the site, and according to DRS, the paved areas of the site contain 
cracks (6,7,21,22). However, no known groundwater sampling has occurred at the site. 

5.3 Surface Water 

The potential for a release of hazardous substances from the site to surface water appears 
to be low because there are no known downslope surface water bodies located within 2 miles 
of the Grow Group site (1 ). The City of Commerce is located in a "Zone C" flood plain, 
which is equivalent to flooding less frequently than every 500 years (53). The 2-year, 24-
hour rainfall for the area is 3.3 inches (54). 

5.4 Soil Exposure 

The site is located in an industrial area of Commerce (2). Approximately 7,289 residents 
live within 1 mile of the site (55). The potential for a soil exposure incident appears to be 
low at this time because the facility is completely paved and fenced (2). 

5.5 Air 

Approximately 365,402 residents live within 4 miles of the site, and 150 people were 
employed by Grow Group prior to layoffs in 1990 (see Table 3) (2,55). 

Several releases of chlorine gas have occurred at the facility after dry pool chemical wastes 
reacted and ignited (6,7,14,25,26,29,33). After the February 1986 incident, 12 employees 
from an adjacent facility were reportedly treated at a hospital and released (29). Thirty-one 
people complained of chlorine exposure and were treated at hospitals after the September 
1988 incident. Twenty-nine of the 31 people were released after observation, and 2 people 
were released the follwing day (62). Additionally, during the September 1988 incident 23,000 
residents and workers located within 1 mile of the site were evacuated by the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department (14). 
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Two state threatened or endangered species, the Bank swallow (Riparia riparia) and Lyon's 
pentachaeta (Pentachaeta 'lyonii), and two federally proposed endangered species, 
Manystemmed dudleya (Dudleya multicaulus) and San Diego homed lizard (Phrynosoma 
coronatum blainvillei), live in habitats within 4 miles of Grow Group (1,56). 

Reportedly, Grow Group currently holds air permits which were issued by SCAQMD (2). 
However, it appears that a release of hazardous substances to air has occurred because air 
samples, collected by SCAQMD from inside Building 5 in September 1988, revealed the 
presence of elevated levels of chloroform (up to 1.8 ppb) and methylene chloride (up to 308 
ppb) (see Table 1). These chemicals were detected at levels significantly above samples 
collected upwind of Building 5. The levels of hazardous substances found in downwind 
samples were also higher than found in upwind air samples (14). The specific air sampling 
locations are not known. Additionally, a LACDHS inspector observed a thick cloud assumed 
to be chlorine approximately 150 feet in the air emerging from a shed located at the site 
during the September 1988 release (33). 

Due to the past releases of hazardous substances to the air from an on-site source and since 
similiar substances are currently stored at the facility, the potential for a future release to 
the air exists. 

6. SUMMARY OF FIT INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES 

6.1 Agencies Contacted 

Agencies contacted by FIT included DHS and RWQCB (57,58). File searches were 
conducted at DHS and RWQCB. Information obtained from the various agencies is 
provided throughout this report and in Appendix A. 



6.2 Reconnaissance Observations 

On August 6, 1991, ICF FIT members Janine Young and Yoon Toh interviewed Mr. Gary 
Eagleson, Mr. Don Green, and Mr. Henry Jones of Grow Group, Inc. (2). The purpose of 
this investigation was to collect information on facility manufacturing processes and current 
waste handling and raw material storage practices. Information obtained during the 
interview is provided throughout this report and in Appendix B. 

FIT conducted on a tour of the facility on August 7, 1991 (see Appendix B). FIT noticed 
that packages of ACL-90 are being stored by Grow Group in Building 4, and waste ACL-90 
is stored in the current hazardous waste drum storage area, Building 3, in 5-gallon plastic 
containers. Empty packaging materials are currently being stored in Building 5, the former 
hazardous waste drum storage area (2). Photographs taken during the site tour are 
presented in Appendix D. 

7. EMERGENCY RESPONSE CONSIDERATIONS 

The National Contingency Plan [40 CFR 300.415 (b)(2)] authorizes the Environmental 
Protection Agency to consider emergency response actions at those sites which pose an 
imminent threat to human health or the environment. On September 3 and 4, 1988, the 
EPA Emergency Response Section responded to a chlorine gas release (14). At this time, 
referral of this site to EP A's Emergency Response Section does not appear to be necessary 
because the facility is undergoing closure with oversight from DHS. 

8. SUMMARY OF HRS CONSIDERATIONS 

Grow Group, Inc. Consumer Products Division (Grow Group) is located at 2501 Malt 
Avenue, Commerce, California. Grow Group is located in an industrial area and has been 
manufacturing bleach, pool cleaning products, and plastic bleach containers since August 1, 
1986. From 1980 until 1986, Georgia-Pacific (GP) operated as an anti-freeze, bleach, and 
pool cleaning products manufacturer at the site. There is no available information discussing 
site operators and operations prior to 1980. GP submitted a RCRA Part A Hazardous 
Waste permit application in 1980 to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) but 
never received an Interim Status Document (ISD) from the California Department of Health 
Services (DHS). The site is listed in the RCRA database as a Part A Hazardous Waste 
Facility permit application withdrawal candidate. 

Raw materials used at the Grow Group site included calcium and lithium hypochlorite, 
sodium dichloro-S-triazinetrione (ACL-60), trichloro-S-triazinetrione (ACL-90), 1,1,1-
trichloroethane (TCA), hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, sodium hydroxide, and cyanuric acid. 
Several different wastestreams are generated by current on-site processes. In the bleach 
process area, trenches are used to collect spills, and these spills are pumped into the above
ground wastewater treatment system prior to discharge to the city sewer. Floor sweepings 
and airborne dusts, collected from the dry pool chemical processing area, are placed into 



drums and stored in Building 3. Waste oil, generated from the blow mold machine's 
hydraulics, is collected in an on-site oil and water separator tanks. 

Ten water purveyors operate a combined total of 79 groundwater wells to provide drinking 
water to a total population of approximately 436,000 residents within the cities of 
Montebello, Commerce, Bell Gardens, Downey, Whittier, Hollydale, Norwalk, Pico Rivera, 
and Rio Hondo. The closest well to the site is located approximately 1.75 miles from the 
site, and approximately 46 groundwater wells are located within 4 miles of the site. The 
potential (or a· release of hazardous substances to groundwater exists because several spills 
have occurred at the site. 

The potential for a release of hazardous substances from the site to surface water appears 
to be low because there are no known downslope surface water bodies located within 2 miles 
of the Grow Group site. 

Approximately 7,289 residents live within 1 mile and 365,402 residents live within 4 miles of 
the site. The potential for a soil exposure incident appears to be low at this time because 
the facility is completely paved and fenced, and all documented spills were reportedly 
cleaned up. However, an observed release of hazardous substance to air can likely be 
documented because air samples, collected in September 1988 by South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, revealed the presence of elevated levels of chloroform (up to 1.8 ppb) 
and methylene chloride (up to 308 ppb ). Additionally, a LACDHS inspector observed a 
thick cloud approximately 150 feet in the air emerging from a shed located at the site. 
Thirty-one people complained of chlorine exposure, and 23,000 residents and workers were 
evacuated by the Los Angeles County Fire Department during the September 1988 incident. 

The significant HRS factors associated with the Grow Group site are: 

• an observed release to air can likely be documented; 

• large resident population located within 4 miles of the site; 

• potential for a release of hazardous substance to groundwater exists; and 

• groundwater within 4 miles of the site is used by a large population. 



9. EPA RECOMMENDATION 

No Further Remedial Action Planned (CERCLA) 

Higher Priority SSI (CERCLA) 

Lower Priority SSI (CERCLA) 

uthority 
A, NRC) 

Notes: 
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District. Telephone conversation. April 12, 1991. 

48. Jensen, Gary, ICF Technology, Inc., and Hughes, Ron, City of Santa Fe Springs. 
Telephone conversation. April 12, 1991. 

49. Young, Janine, ICF Technology, Inc., and Eagleson, Gary, Grow Group, Inc. 
Telephone conversation. June 10, 1991. 

50. Jensen, Gary, ICF Technology, Inc., and Zandvliet, Eric, City of Downey Water 
Department. Telephone conversation. April 15, 1991. 

51. Zandvliet, Eric, City of Downey Water Department to Jensen, Gary, ICF Technology, 
Inc. Letter. April 19, 1991. 

52. Jensen, Gary, ICF Technology, Inc., and Lu, Alice, Southern California Water 
Company. Telephone conversation. May 13, 1991. 

53. Young, Janine, ICF Technology, Inc., and "Marie", City of Commerce. Telephone 
conversation. May 16, 1991. 

54. U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA, National Weather Service. NOAA Atlas II, 
Precipitation - Frequency Atlas for The Western United States, Volume XI, California, 
page 61. Silver Spring, Maryland. 1973. 

55. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Toxic Substances. Graphic Exposure 
Modelling System (GEMS). March 1989. 

56. California Department of Fish and Game. Natural Diversity Database, Rarefinds. 
Whittier, South Gate, and Los Alamitos, Quadrangles. April 1989. 

57. Young, Janine, ICF Technology, Inc., and Satish, Gulati, California Department of 
Health Services. Telephone conversation. May 6, 1991. 

58. Young, Janine, ICF Technology, Inc., and Pires; Chris, Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
Telephone conversation. April 1991. 



59. Torres, Peter, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services to Grow Group 
File. Interview with Employee from Grow Group. October 11, 1988. 

60. Marti, Kim, Grow Group, Inc., to Sjoberg, Carl, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. Letter. Not dated. 

61. Monsanto Industrial Chemical Company. Storage and Handling of ACL Chlorinating 
Compositions. Not dated. 

62. Lance, Larrie, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services to Papanek, Paul, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services. Memorandum. September 8, 
1988. 

63. Jenkins, Sean, STE Laboratory to Lou, Mary, Grow Group. Analytical Results of Wastewater After Neutralization. May 3, 1988. 

64. Chase, David, California Department of Health Services to Matri, Kim, Grow Group, Inc. Letter. November 15, 1988. 

65. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX. RCRA database. April 12, 1991. 

66. California Department of Health Services. Expenditure Plan for the Hazardous 
Substance Cleanup Bond Act of 1984. January 1985 (revised January 1989). 



APPENDIX A 

Contact Log 
and 

Contact Reports 



* Gene Shafer 

*Bob McCloud 

*Gary Lynch 

*Bill Oblasney 

*Jim Frey 

* Gary Draper 

* Ron Hughes 

*Joe Dermody 

*Tom Sinclair 

*Eric Zandvliet 

Satish Gulati 

*Alice Lu 

Suburban Water Systems (213) 918-1231 04/10/91 Suburban Water Systems 
Well #410 is the only 
active well. This well 
provides 10% to 16% of 
the drinking water supply 
to approximately 100,000 
customers. 

San Gabriel Valley Water (818) 448-6183 04/10/91 See Contact Report 
Company 

Park Water Company (213) 923-0711 04/10/91 See Contact Report 

City of Pico Rivera (213) 801-4415 04/10/91 See Contact Report 
Water Department 

La Habra Heights (212) 697-6769 04/11/91 See Contact Report 
County Water District 

Orchard Dale Water (213) 941-0114 4/11/91 See Contact Report 
District 

City of Santa Fe Springs (213) 868-0511 4/12/91 See Contact Report 

Pico Rivera Water (213) 692-3756 04/12/91 See Contact Report 
District 

South Montebello (213) 721-4735 04/12/91 See Contact Report 
Irrigation District 

City of Downey (213) 869-7331 04/15/91 See Contact Report 
Water Department 

California Department of (818) 567-300 05/05/91 DHS has file information 
Health Services on Grow Group. 

Southern California (213) 929-2671 05/13/91 Surface water supplies 50% 
Water Company of the drinking water. 

There are 20 wells which 
serve the Santa Fe Springs 
area. There are 
approximately 9,240 service 
connections. 



"Marie" Oty of Commerce, Oty (213) 722-4805 05/16/91 The Oty of Commerce is 
Hall located in a "C" flood zone, 

which is equivalent to 
flooding less than every 500 
years. 

Gary Eagleson Grow Group (213) 724-6530 06/10/91 See Contact Report 

Chris Pires Ecology and (415) 777-2811 04/91 A file search was 
Environment, Inc. completed at RWQCB by 

E&E FIT. RWQCB did 
not have any files on Grow 
Group, Commerce. 

* Past Contact Report Used to Evaluate Current Site 



Agency/Affiliation: San Gabriel Valley Water Company (SGVWC) 

Department/Region: ..... Wh......=i .... tt=ie ___ r ___ B ____ r ____ a=n ___ ch=----------------------

Address/City: =-P"-".O=·-=B=o=x--=6=0=10=·-=E=l-=M=o=n=te=------------------

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 91734 

Bob McCloud (818) 448-6183 

ICF Person Making Contact: ... B .... el __ in __ d __ a-P __ et-e __ rs __________ _ Date: April 10, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: ___ G ___ r __ ow ___ G_r..,.o_u,..p .... , =In-c~. _(f .... ro--m_U_n __ i~te .... d-S-t-a~te .... s ___ P .... r-in-ti-·n...,g~_EPA ID#: CAD085393080 
Ink Corporation, CAD083822346) 

The Whittier district of SGVWC seives areas within 4 miles of Santa Fe Springs. This district is 
supplied by 100% groundwater. Seventy-four hundred service connections or approximately 24,400 
residents are seived by 3 active wells within this system. 

Well A: 6135 Pioneer Avenue, Whittier/2,200 gpm/462 feet deep, screened at 205-318', 336-
416', 434-444', and 457-462' bgs. 

Well B: 6135 Pioneer Avenue, Whittier/3,500 gpm/552 feet deep, screened at 170-520' bgs. 

Well C: 10,509 Dunlap Crossing, Whittier/3,700 gpm/552 feet deep, screened at 180-542' bgs. 

There are also 2 inactive wells, one at each location. These wells were closed due to low production. 



Agency/ Affiliation: Park Water Company (PWC) 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: P .0. Box 7002, Downey 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 90241 

ICF Person Making Contact: =B __ e=lin=d=aaa..=.P=et=e=rs _________ _ Date: . April 10, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: ..;::G=-r=ow.........aG=r::..;::o=u.p ...... =In=c;.;... . ..,.(f=-ro=m:=....U=-n=i=te;:;.ad;;;...S=-t=a=te=s"""'P'-"r=in=t=in.,g...___.EP A ID#: CAD085393080 
Ink Corporation, CAD083822346) 

In the Norwalk/Bellflower system of PWC, drinking water supply is made up of 80 percent water 
purchased from Metropolitan Water District, and 20 percent groundwater. PWC has 9 active wells 
and 10 standby wells which are used less than once a year. Approximately 57,000 residents are 
served by this supply. 



Agency/ Affiliation: City of Pico Rivera (PRWD) 

Department/Region: Water Department 

Address/City: 6615 Passons Avenue. Pico Rivera 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County. California 90660 

(213) 801-4415 

ICF Person Making Contact: =B-=el=in=d=aa..:P:;..;e=t=er=s'--------- Date: April 10. 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: Grow Group. Inc. (from United States Printing 
Ink Corporation. CAD083822346) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

The drinking water supplied by PRWD is 100 percent groundwater. There are 10 active wells and 2 
inactive wells in the system. One inactive well is currently undergoing extensive repair and the 
second was closed due to a problem with sand. PRWD serves water to 9,000 service connections, 
approximately 29,700 residents. 

Well #1: 8739 Gallatin Road/2,800 gpm 
Well #2: 8739 Gallatin Road/2,500 gpm 
Well #3: 8316 Washington/3,000 gpm 
Well #4: 8316 Washington/2,050 gpm 
Well #5: 8305 Slauson/1,500 gpm 
Well #6: 8231 Elmont/650 gpm 
Well #7: 8523 Ceylon/800 gpm 
Well #8: 9623 Telegraph/500 gpm 
Well #9: 9732 Lundahl/3,000 gpm 
Well #10: 9732 Lundahl/2,200 gpm 



Agency/Affiliation: La Habra Heights County Water District (LHHCWD) 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 1271 Hacienda Boulevard, La Habra Heights 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 90631 

ICF Person Making Contact: =B~eli=·n=-d ___ a ___ P ___ e ____ t ..... er ____ s _______ _ Date: April 11, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: Grow Group, Inc. (from United States Printing 
Ink Corporation, CAD083822346) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

LHHCWD combines 10 percent imported water from the Metropolitan Water District with 90 
percent groundwater pumped from 4 wells. All 4 wells are located at 10550 Dunlap Crossing Road 
in Whittier. LHHCWD maintains 1 stand-by well with no pump which hasn't been used in more 
than 12 years. 

Well #2: 725 gpm/perforated at 75-95', and 230-305' bgs. 

Well #5: 896 gpm/perforated at 75-85', 200-212', 245-289', 548-580', and 600-611' bgs. 

Well #8: 1,300 gpm/perforated at 120-121', 175-185', 199-212', 224-258', 265-285', 216-322', 
345-376', 455-460', 550-572', 578-592', and 616-625' bgs. 

Well #9: 1,649 gpm/perforated at 184-188', 200-211', 261-294', 350-382', 457-463', 630-635', 
645-654', and 670-698' bgs. 

Well #8 is currently undergoing repair and will go back on line in May 1991. The population served 
by the system is approximately 6,000 residents. 



Agency/Affiliation: Orchard Dale Water District (ODWD) 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 13819 Telegraph Road, Santa Fe Springs 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 90604 

ICF Person Making Contact: =B ___ e=lin=d ___ a----=-P ..... e ____ te ___ r ___ s _______ _ Date: April 11, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: ..::G=r=ow.;..;.......;G=r=o=u.p.._, =In=c~ ... (f=-ro=m=:....;U=n=i=te=d;;...S=t=a=te=s-=P:..::r=in=t1=·n.,g ____ E.P A ID#: CAD085393080 
Ink Cor_poration, CAD083822346) 

ODWD operates no groundwater wells. They obtain 60 percent of their water from the 
Metropolitan Water District and they purchase the remaining 40 percent from the La Habra Heights 
County Water District. The ODWD supply serves approximately 15,000 to 17,000 residents in a 2 
square mile area. 



Agency/Affiliation: Pico Rivera Water District (PRWD) 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 4843 South Church St. Pico Rivera 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, CA 90660 

ICF Person Making Contact: ___ G ___ a ___ iy._J ...... e ___ n=s=en ___________ _ Date: April 12, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/Drinking Water Sources 

Site Name: Grow Group, Inc. (from Whittier 
Plating Company, CAD008495129) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

PRWD obtains all its water from 6 active groundwater wells. PRWD serves approximately 5,200 
service connections which correspond to a population of approximately 17,600. The wells are 
located at the following addresses: 

#2 4852 S. Church St. 

#4A 9512 Bragher 

#SA 6708 Rosemead Blvd. 

#7 9036 Arma 

#8 5514 Paramount Blvd. 

#9A 4823 Lexington 

All wells are located in Pico Rivera. 



Agency/ Affiliation: South Montebello Irrigation District (SMID) 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 864 West Washington Blvd., Montebello 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 90640 

Tom Sinclair General Manager (213) 721-4735 

ICF Person Making Contact: ..;::;G=a;::,.cy"-"-'Je=n=s=en=---------- Date: April 12, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: Grow Group, Inc. (form Whittier 
Plating Company, CAD008495129) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

SMID obtains all its groundwater from 3 active wells located in Rio Hondo. Each well supplies 
approximately equal portions of the total supply to approximately 12,000 to 13,000 people. 



Agency/Affiliation: """C=ity ....... o=f-"S=a=n=taaa...=.F-=e"'""S""p=n=·n...,gi;..s _________________ _ 

Department/Region: ...;.W.;..:a=t=er=-=D:;..;:e:..p=a=rt=m=e=n=t ___________________ _ 

Address/City: 11710 Telegraph Rd .• Santa Fe Springs 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles County. CA 90670 

Ron Hughes (213) 868-0511 

ICF Person Making Contact: """G""'a=-ry~Je=n=s=e=n ________ _ Date: April 12. 1991 

Subject: Groundwater Information 

Site Name: Grow Group. Inc. (from Whittier 
(Plating Company. CAD008495129) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

Well #1 is the closest City of Santa Fe Springs well to the Whittier Plating site. The well is 
approximately 984 feet deep. It is perforated at several depths, the shallowest at 273 feet below 
ground surface (bgs ). 

The well log for well #1 indicates the following soils stratigraphy. 

0 to 13 ft. bgs - sand and gravel 
13 to 75 ft. bgs - clay 
75 to 108 ft. bgs - sand and gravel 
108 to 121 ft. bgs - clay 
121 to 143 ft. bgs - sand 
143 to 173 ft. bgs - clay 
173 to 193 ft. bgs - sand & gravel 
193 to 273 ft. bgs - clay 

There are 3 active wells in the system which provide approximately 45% of the drinking water. 
Approximately 11,000 residents are served by the system, and during the day the business population 
reaches approximately 100,000. 



Agency/Affiliation: City of Downey Water Department 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 11111 Brookshire Ave. Downey CA 

County /State/Zip: Los Angeles County, California 90241 

Eric Zandvliet Water Engineer (213) 869-7331 

ICF Person Making Contact: =G=a:.::..ry1--=-Je=n=s=e=n ________ _ Date: April 15, 1991 

Subject: Groundwater/drinking water supply information 

Site Name: Grow Group. Inc. (from Whittier 
Plating Company, CAD008495129) 

EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

There are 5 active wells which supply 70% of Downey's drinking water to approximately 91,444 
people. Mr. Zandvliet will send a map indicating the locations of the wells. 



Agency/Affiliation: Grow Group. Inc. 

Department/Region: 

Address/City: 760 S. Vail Ave .• Montebello 

County/State/Zip: Los Angeles. CA 

Gary Eagleson Regulatory & Environmental 
Safety Manager 

(213) 724-6530 

ICF Person Making Contact: ___ Ja=n=in=e ______ Y ___ o ___ u=n.,g ________ _ Date: June 10. 1991 

Subject: Grow Group. Inc. 

Site Name: Grow Group. Inc. EPA ID#: CAD085393080 

The Commerce facility is a bleach manufacturing facility. Chlorine is mixed with sodium hydroxide 
to manufacture liquid bleach. Oxidizers are used to manufacture dry pool chemicals. Plastic 
containers are also produced at the facility by using a blow mold machine. 



APPENDIXB 
SITE RECONNAISSANCE INTERVIEW AND OBSERVATIONS REPORT 

ICF Technology, Inc. 
Field Investigation Team (FIT) 

160 Spear Street, Suite 1380 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

(415) 957-0110 

OBSERVATIONS MADE BY: 

Janine Young and Yoon Toh, ICF Technology, Inc. 

FACILITY REPRESENTATIVE(S) and TITLE(S): 

DATE: August 7, 1991 

Gary Eagleson, Manager of Regulatory & Environment Affairs 
Donald Green, Vice-President of Technical Services 
Henry Jones, Manager of Environmental Affairs 

SITE NAME: Grow Group, Inc. EPA ID#: CAD085393080 
Consumer Product Division 

The following information was obtained during the interview: 

Grow Group has operated at the Commerce site since August 1, 1986. This facility was 
acquired from Georgia-Pacific. The facility is located on three separate properties, and each 
parcel has a separate owner. The owners are Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation, and Golden Trust. The Commerce facility manufacturers 
bleach and dry swimming pool products. Approximately 150 employees were working at the 
facility before Grow Group began laying-off workers in 1990. The entire facility is located 
on 7 acres of land. 

Grow Group will discontinue bleach manufacturing at the Commerce facility in August 1991. 
Grow Group will terminate the lease with Georgia-Pacific and Goodyear Tire, and will 
become a packaged bleach and pool chemicals distribution facility. Three processes 
occurred at this facility: liquid bleach manufacturing, bleach bottle manufacturing, and pool 
chemicals manufacturing. 

Liquid Bleach Manufacturing Process 
Liquid chlorine is brought to the facility by railroad cars and caustics are delivered by tank 
trucks. The liquid chlorine is pumped from the railroad cars into lines and caustics are 
added to the line with large amounts of water. The liquid chlorine was stored in the railroad 



cars and caustics are stored in an indoor tank farm. The manufactured bleach is stored in 
six 7,000-gallon storage tanks also located in the indoor tank farm. Filling Line #1 is used 
to fill containers with household bleach and pool chemicals. Filling Line #3 is used for 
muriatic (hydrochloric) acid which is used for pool cleaning purposes. 

Bottle Manufacturing Process 
Bottles used to package the bleach and pool chemicals were also manufactured at the 
facility. A polyethylene blow mold was used to produce the bottles. The machinery for the 
blow mold has been dismantled, and according to Grow Group, most of the equipment has 
been sold. 

Pool Chemicals Process 
A chemical, ACL-90, was purchased from a supplier and pressed into tablets and packaged 
in 2-pound bags. The purchased ACL-90 was stored in Building 2B. This dry pool chemical 
manufacturing ceased on June 30, 1991. The equipment used to produce the dry pool 
chemical tablets has been dismantled and will be sold. 

Several wastestreams are generated at the facility. Trenches containing pumps are used to 
collect any spills from the processing area. This wastewater is pumped to the wastewater 
treatment system for pH adjustment. The system consists of two 2,000-gallon and one 6,000-
gallon treatment tank. Grow Group is permitted by Los Angeles County to discharge 
treated wastewater to the city sewer under permit #11453UJ. 

Georgia-Pacific also neutralized wastewater in a below-grade wastewater treatment system. 
This wastewater treatment system is a series of sumps connected to the sewer. Grow Group 
installed a tank to bypass the sumps. Wastewater is currently discharged to the bypass tank 
and is pumped to the current wastewater treatment system before being discharged to the 
sewer. An acid sump and caustic collection sump were located adjacent to the below-grade 
wastewater treatment system. 

Waste oil is generated from the blow mold machine's hydraulic and filling lines. Oily water 
is collected in a 1,000-gallon oil/water separator tank. The separated water is sent to the 
POTW. The oil is collected in a vacuum truck and is currently hauled off site for recycling 
by Nash. 

Grow Group operated a fleet of trucks until 1989 and waste oil was generated from truck 
maintenance. A 3,230-gallon sump was used for steam-cleaning operations. This truck sump 
is currently used to store pallets that need to be repaired. 

Floor sweepings from materials that spilled on the floor of the pool tablets manufacturing 
area were drummed and hauled off site by Nash and U.S.P.C.I. (EPA ID#OKD981514479) 
and disposed of at U.S.P.C.I (EPA ID#OKD006548376). This floor sweeping waste has 
been stored in one-third of Building 3 since 1988. From 1986 until 1988, Grow Group stored 
the ACL-90 floor sweepings in Building 5. Grow Group did not know where Georgia-Pacific 
stored their ACL-90 raw materials, however, Georgia Pacific's ACL-90 waste was stored in 
a former drum storage area that was identified in a Part A permit application and located 



outside of Building 4C. Grow Group did not know the dates that this storage area was used 
by Georgia-Pacific. This area was bermed to contain 1,000 gallons of spilled liquid. Grow 
Group never used this drum storage area. 

Georgia-Pacific neutralized waste ACL-90 in a 6,000 gallon neutralization tank. Grow 
Group ceased using the neutralization tank after 1988. 

Los Angeles County and the City of Commerce collect samples from the sewer connection 
at least once a year. According to Grow Group there have been no violations issued by the 
POTW. The South Coast Air Quality Management District conducts an annual inspection 
at the facility. 

California Department of Health Services (DHS) is the lead agency at the facility. Since the 
manufacturing portions of the facility are being closed, a closure report, which addresses the 
sumps, underground wastewater treatment system, secondary containment areas, above
ground hazardous wastes storage tanks, and hazardous waste storage areas, will be submitted 
to DHS. Georgia-Pacific is not involved with the closure of the Commerce facility. There 
have been no soil or groundwater sampling investigations conducted at the 

The following observations were made during the site reconnaissance visit: 

Grow Group is located in an industrial area. The site is bordered by Hyster to the east, 
CCA to the south and west, and a parking lot to the north. Pool chemical products 
produced by Grow Group and displayed in a cabinet included algaecide, anti-foam, clarifier, 
pH addition, pH decreaser. 

A former hazardous waste drum storage area used by Georgia Pacific was surrounded by 
a 2-inch berm and completely fenced. This fenced area also contained a waste coolant tank 
and a waste oil tank. Grow Group has not used the waste coolant or waste oil tanks. A 
metal canopy covered this area. Fifty-five gallon drums of hazardous waste oil are currently 
stored in this area next to the tanks. A steam-cleaning sump was covered with stacks of 
wood pallets. 

A 1,616-gallon spill containment sump was located in front of two tanks that were used by 
Georgia-Pacific to store sulfuric acid. A concrete block wall (approximately 6 feet high) 
surrounded these storage tanks. Grow Group reportedly never used these storage tanks. 
All of the product tanks located at the facility were surrounded by a 6-foot high concrete 
wall. 

A 2,000-gallon waste caustic tank was replaced for a 6,000-gallon waste caustic tank in 1989. 
The 6,000-gallon tank is located next to the two wastewater treatment tanks. A 4-inch high 
concrete berm surrounded this area, and the three tanks are surrounded with a fence. The 
2,000-gallon tank was reportedly emptied and cleaned, and is currently being stored along 
the property's southern fence near the steam-cleaning sump. 



Dry ACL-90 wastes are currently stored in Building 3. Building 3 is surrounded by three 
walls and covered with a roof. This area is surrounded with a 1-inch concrete berm on two 
sides. A 6-foot fence surrounds the area. Building 5 is currently used to store empty 
packaging material. 

Bags of ACL-90 product are being stored in a small room located in Building 4. This area 
was used to manufacture dry pool chemical tablets. The tablet pressing machinery has been 
dismantled and removed. Located near the dry pool chemical manufacturing is the area 
which use to house the blow mold machine. The machinery for the blow mold has also been 
dismantled. 

The oil/water separator tank is surrounded by a 4-inch concrete berm. Puddles of oily liquid 
are located within the berm. The area is surrounded by a 6-foot high fence. 



APPENDIXC 

SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS 

Date Agency(ies) Who Brief of Events 
Responded 

2/20/86 LACDHS A drum of ACL-90 ruptured and the material was 
swept up and placed into a fiberborad drum. The 
drum ignited when it became wet from rainfall. 
The drum was placed in a dumpster filled with 
water to stop the emissions of chlorine gas. The 
facility was ordered by LACDHS to reduce the 
amount of stored ACL-90 which had accumulated 
to approximately 130 fiberboard drums from the 
pool tablet manufacturing area. 

2/21/86 LACDHS An explosion occured in ACL-90 neutralization 
LACSD tank, releasing a 30-foot cloud of chlorine gas. 

The cloud dissipated within 5 to 10 minutes. 
Twelve employees from an adjacent facility 
complained of exposure. LACDHS ordered the 
neutralization operation to cease and the drums 
removed from the site immediately. Reportedly, 
over 100 drums were moved to Crosby and 
Overton storage yard. 

Twelve employees from adjacent facility 
complained of exposure to chlorine gas and were 
treated at a hospital. 

2/22/86 LACFD In attempting to dissolve ACL-90 in a 6,000-gallon 
LACDHS neutralization tank, a 300-pound drum of calcium 

hypochlorite fell off a loading apparatus into the 
neutralization tank and caused an explosion which 
blew a valve off the tank. Approximately 6,000 
gallons of liquid were released on the lot. 

A 300-pound drum of calcium hypochlorite 
spontaneously oxidized and released a chlorine gas. 
GP employees poured the reacting material onto 
the parking lot and applied soda ash to halt the 
reaction. Four other drums of calcium 
hypochlorite began reacting. 



6/2/87 LACDHS An inspection was conducted because the County 
received a complaint of an alledged leaking drum 
on the Malt Avenue site. The inspector found a 
55-gallon drum of resin leaking on the ground. 
The inspector also discovered unlabelled or not 
dated 55-gallon drums of waste solvents which 
were stored on site for more than 90 days. 

3/30/87 LACDHS An employee swept up some dry chlorine tablets 
LACFD with floor sweepings containing machine oil. This 

mixture was placed in a 5-gallon plastic bucket, 
and ignited releasing chlorine gas. The bucket was 
taken outside, and the material was spread on the 
lot and covered with soda ash to halt the reaction. 

2/22/88 LACDHS Refuse in a garbage truck caught on fire. 
LACFD Allegedly, liquid hydrochloric acid was dumped 

into the refuse. Grow Group was believed to be 
the source of the acid. 

8/10/88 LACDHS Four 30-gallon fiber drums of ACL-90 ignited 
LACFD releasing a 0.25-mile chlorine gas cloud. The fire 
Montebello FD was extinguished by FD using· a concentrated soda 
SCAQMD ash slurry. SCAQMD monitored the airborne 
DCS emissions and reportedly issued a notice of 

violation to Grow Group. 

9/3/88 LACDHS Twenty-three thousand residents and workers were 
LACSD evacuated from the area by LACSD because of a 
Montebello FD release of chlorine gas from a 90-feet by 180-feet 
South Pasadena FD structure known as Building 5. This structure 
Monterey Park FD contained over 300 fiberboard drums. Eighty-three 
Santa Fe Springs FD of the drums were damaged, and eight drums were 
San Gabriel FD involved with the reaction. 
TAT 

SCAQMD collected air samples after the cloud 
dissipated. 

Approximately 31 people were hospitalized for 
exposure to chlorine gas. Twenty-nine people 
were released after two hours, and two individuals 
were kept overnight for observation. 



9/4/88 

9/8/88 -
9/12/88 

LACDHS 
LACFD 
LACSD 
SCAQMD 
TAT 

LACDHS 

Approximately 1,000 residents were evacuated due 
to a second release of chlorine gas. This release 
occurred when contractors began shoveling the 
material from 09/03/88 into a hopper. 

Approximately 30 reacting drums of ACL-90 were 
neutralized by Grow Group employees from 
September 4 through September 6, 1988 under 
observation by LACDHS and TAT. 

Approximately 552 drums containing 245,440 
pounds of hazardous materials were removed from 
the site under observation by LACDHS. 

LACDHS = Los Angeles County Department of Health Services 
FD = Fire Department 
LACSD = Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
LACFD = Los Angeles County Fire Department 
SCAQMD = South Coast Air Quality Management District 
DSC = Disposal Service Corporation 
TAT= Technical Assistant Team 

Source: See the following references 6,7,14,25,26,28,29,30,31,34,59. 



APPENDIXD 

Photographic Documentation 
taken by 

Yoon Toh, ICF Technology, Inc. 
on August 6, 1991 

at 2:00 p.m. 



Photo 3: Current wastewater treatment system. 

Photo 4: Former below-grade wastewater treatment system. 



I 

Photo 1: Current storage area for dry chemical wastes. 

Photo 2: Current storage for drums of waste oil. 



SITE/INCIDENT FORM l (SIi) U.S. E.P.A. SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

04/17/91 CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM <SIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROO DIV S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 

~EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL IO: OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

ALIAS NAMECS): 

*STREET: 2425 MALT AVE 
*CITY: CITY OF COMMERCE 
*COUNTY: LOS ANGELES 
*STATE: CA 
*ZIP: 90040 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 25 
*COUNTY CODE: 037 
*SMSA: 4480 

USGS HYDRO UNIT: 18070105 
FED AGENCY PRP FLG: N 
STATE PRP FLAG: N 
PRP AGENCY CODE: __ , __ , __ , 

AGGREGATE CASE BUDGET OBLIGATIONS: 
AGGREGATE FUND OBLIGATIONS: TBD 

*SITE/INCIDENT ABSTRACT: 

*SITE CLASSIFICATION: ND 

CNG> FUND LEAD/NEGOT 
<FE> FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

__ , __ , 

CF> FUND LEAD/NO NEGOT 
<ND> NO DETERMINATIONCDEFAULT> 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

__________ /( __ ) ____ _ __________ /( __ ) ____ _ 

*LATITUDE: 33/59/18,0 
*LONGITUDE: 118/08/30.0 
*LL SOURCE: G 
*LL ACCURACY:_ 

*FED, FACILITY FLAG: N 
*RCRA FACILITY FLAG: Y 

NO FURTHER ACTION FLAG: 
DIOXIN TIER: 
SITE NAME SOURCE: X 
MUNICIPAL PRP FLAG: N 
COST RECOVERY IND: E 

CSE> STATE ENFORCEMENT 

ACTION: ____ ccsc ONLY) 



SITE/INCIDENT FORM 2 CSI2l U.S. E.P.A. SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

04/17/91 CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM CSIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 

*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

*ENTRY NPL/STATUS INDICATOR: _ *PROPOSED NPL UPDATE NO: 00 

(SI PRE-PROPOSAL TO NPL CD> SITE DELETED FROM NPL 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

__________ /( __ ) ____ _ __________ ,, __ , ____ _ 
*FINAL NPL UPDATE NO: 00 

<P> SITE CURRENTLY PROPOSED FOR THE NPL 
CR> SITE REMOVED FROM THE PROPOSED NPL 
CF) SITE CURRENTLY ON THE NPL 

<N> SITE IS NOT CURRENTLY NOR WAS FORMERLY ON THE PROPOSED OR FINAL NPL 
<O> NON SITE: A SITE/INCIDENT WHICH WILL NOT COUNT IN THE INVENTORY OR 

*SITE CATEGORY:_ 

(Al ABANDONED 
(0) DIOXIN 
CH> HOUSING AREA/FARM 
CL) LANDFILL 
CO) OTHER 
<Tl MINES/TAILING 

*OWNERSHIP INDICATOR: PR 

CPR> PRIVATELY OWNED 
<FF) FED. OWNED 
CST> STATE OWNED 

*INCIDENT TYPE: <FOR REMOVAL OSC'S ONLY>_ 

IN STATISTICAL REPORTS 

<B> CHEM. PLANT/IND REF 
CF> FEDERAL FACILITY 
<I> IND. WASTE TREATMENT 
CM> MANUFACTURING PLANT 
CP> PURE LAGOONS 
CV> WATERWAYS/CREEKS/RIVERS 

<CO> COUNTY OWNED 
<DI> DISTRICT OWNED 
(MN> MUNICIPALITY OWNED 

CO> OIL SPILL OCCURING AT A LOCATION NOT PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS A CERCLIS SITE 

CC) CITY CONTAMINATION 
CG> GROUND WATER 
<J> INORGANIC WASTE 
<N> MILITARY RELATED 
<R> RADIOACTIVE SITE 
CW> WELLS 

<ILi INDIAN LANDS 
CMX) MIXED OWNERSHIP 
(OH> OTHER 
CUN) UNKNOWN 

CN> SPILL COTHER THAN OIL) OR OTHER REMOVAL AT A LOCATION NOT PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS A CERCLIS SITE 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



SITE/INCIDENT COMMENTS ISIC> U.S. E.P.A. SUPERFUND PROGRAM 
04/17/91 CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM <SIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 

*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

csc 
USE 

COMMENT 
TYPE 

GROUP 
NUMBER 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

LINE 
NUMBER *COMMENT 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

__________ ,, __ , ____ _ __________ ,, __ , ____ _ 

ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



REGIONAL UTILITIES (RUT) U.S. E.P.A, SUPERFUND PROGRAM 
04/17/91 CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM ISIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 

*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

__________ /( __ , ____ _ 
__________ !( __ , ____ _ 

csc 
USE 

REGIONAL 
UTILITY CODE 

DATE 1 DATE 2 DATE 3 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

DESCRIPTION MM/DD/YY MM/DD/YY MM/DD/YY FREE FIELD 

ANY.QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



OPERABLE UNITS <OPUJ U.S. E.P.A. SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

04/17/91 CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM <SIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 

*EPA ID NO: CA0085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL IO: OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND: 00 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND: __ 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND: __ 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: SITE EVALUATION/DISPOSITION 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: 

NOTE: *FOR PREREMEDIAL AND REMOVAL EVENTS, OPERABLE UNIT INDICATOR= 00. 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

----------' ( __ , ____ _ 
----------' ( __ , ____ _ 

*FOR REMEDIAL EVENTS, ASSIGN OPERABLE UNIT INDIICATORS BEGINNING WITH 01. 

*AN "ALIAS LINK" LINKS AN OPERABLE UNIT WITH A SPECIFIC ALIAS 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT'-

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



PREREMEDIAL 
INFORMATION <EVT/SVT/FIN> 
04/17 /91 

U.S. E.P.A. SLIPERFLIND PROGRAM 
CERCLIS SITE INFORMATION FORM <SIF> 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: 

S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE 
EVENT REGIONAL CONTACT NAME/PHONE 

OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE 

__________ ! ( __ ) ____ _ 
__________ ! ( __ ) ____ _ 

*OP UNIT 
*EVENT 
SUBEVENT TYPE 

*OP UNIT NAME 
*EVENT NAME 
*SUBEVENT NAME 

00 SITE EVALUATION/DI 

DSl DISCVRY 01 
*EVENT QUALIFIER: _ 

<------------START-----------> 
LEAD PLAN *PLAN *ACTUAL 

<MM/DD/YY> <FY/Q) <MM/DD/YYl 

F _ !_!_ _, _ 

----------' ( __ ) ____ _ 
<----------COMPLETE-------> PLANNING 

PLAN *PLAN *ACTUAL STATUS SCAP NOTE 
<MM/DD/YYl <FY/Q) <MM/DD/YYl 

04/01/91 



Please print or type in the unshadad areas on•fl"""• 
'(fi/1-'1.in ari,n.,,_ ac«I forelitfl type, i.e., 1~ us/inch). . .... [ Form Approved 0MB No. 158-R0t 75 
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, CiENER'AL. INS"FRUC:TlONII<> 

GEORGIA-FACIFIC CORPORATION 
FO BO::-~ 220 :46 

If a, praprlmed label has been, provided, affix 
it in, ·t11a designated: spec:a1.. Review- the-· inform
ation carefully; If any of it. Js, inc:orrectr er~ 
through it and enter th• correct data in the 
apprapnat1J· fill-in .,...Delow. · Also; 1J any- of 
the· preprinted data- is-.abtent {th.-ania ta the 

; ltlft· ol the IMJtll ,,,_, li61£the,. Information 
r tb,,t;lholl(t appari .. pl ... provide. it. in the 
[ proper: flll-ist ara(IJ DeiOW; If .. the label is LO::.:. AtiGELES, CA -:-1.:.j.:.J 

2~25 f:11,L T ,,~JE 
bQe· r·.1· 1ci;;;;be-J, 

C O M M E 

. lb • · · comptete• and ~ VolJ, need::not" complete 
1tem1,,,t;;,,nt;:V-; ancf Vt {~VI-B'whlch 

'.
0 ffl11Ci,-·~• ~;.,.:Complete all 
;;-~ff;;-•labelc'-•blenr~:Refw to 
i. tfit{i~: . for:>-~: ftem,;; descrip,-

.• . tioM- and." for:. the -tegal. autborizatiOna .. undel': 
[:.whfc:flt~ladataitcollected.:;,;,;;Jtr/.,;~1i ... 

X 

F~ Do you..-ot wllf:,voainfect'at this facility Industrial or· . 
'. · ••· J1wnlc:lpet. effluent' below the lowermost stratum con---
•-:.~ talninti:••.wittlf~ one quarter-, mile ot the well· bore,,· 
,>,0''UndlrgraUncf~ofdrlnkingwaterJ.(FORM4)-.•,;"., ►.. . .,,,...+-:::,,..+.....,.•=-.,,. 

• . ·eoun:e 
., 28inclustrlal c:ategc,rlea I 
which wilt. potentially emit 

air Pollutant regulated under 
.• I 

.. 

CONTINUE ON REVERSE 



~;;111e ~---!15 . · > ·• · -~··· or;eadt:ot·iis·' ·• · 
·treatment, ' ' '' ', ficUJties,:and each welt ,•' 
: water bodies in the mapa....se.htnlctfons.forpredse~ . ' ·. • ,,._ .. "' . -. '. . . Vrt fttffi74 ilCn 

.------------------Ff:~ . 
Household chemical packaging operation 

'CERTIEICAT10Nr.. 

.rr~undfli,_,.1ty:q1',,,_.4,-./1fff0/lllllyMllffl#1tldanct11111famirtar wlththelnfonnation-MJbmitted1n:th/aapp/lcation and all ·:~:,,..Mld.tbl,¢ ""-"'~• •lll'f!lnqu/ry "Of ·tho# ~-immtJdlatJJ/y trllfJ(Xl$ible for obtaining t/w. Information contained In the · application, I btJ/lew that the-..frifarmatlon la true,. accurate llt'ld comp~ 1. am awa,e· that m.n, an, lii/f1iflcant penaltin forlJUbmlttlng -~ ,_,. !nfarmatfor.,;, lndudlng ·~~ of f"'!and Imprisonment. ' . ' ' ' f' 

A. NAME • Ol"l"ICIAL TITLE (typt! or print) 
CONRAD SCHWEITZER 

B. SIGNATURE C. DATE SIGNED 

' -, VICE PRESIDENT, PACKAGING DIVISION .I -- r-



Please prir;,t or ty~e in the unshaded areas on~,,,. 
(fi/1,-in areau,re spaced for elite type, i.e., 1 .. · · 

FO M 
•ers/inch). 
>VIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ,i; 

3 &EPA H~riLlOUS WASTE PERMIT APPLICA TI01 .. -
ConlOlidatfld Permits Program. 

RCRA (Tht. information i. required under Section 3005 of RCRA.) 

Pl- an "X" in the appropriate'box in A or !!below (marlc one box only} to indicate whether this is the first application you are submitting for your facility or a revised application. If thisJs your first applicatioP.and you..already know your facility's EPA I.D. Number, or if this.is a revised application, enter your facility's EPA 1.D. Number in Item I abo-. .. 
A. FIRST APPLICATION (plt,twoa."X bclou,.ond,pnwide t/Napproprlat•dot.) 

00 t. EXJSTlNG ,. ACILlTY (Sc• innructum. fo• definition of. "esiattn•·· faciUty. n . . ' Compldvl,.,,n,fHloro.) . 
n Z,NEW FACILITY ·(Complete item below.) : 
"Ji" f'ORNEW FACILITIES, 

D y l"Ofl EXISTING P"ACIUTil:S. PROVIDE THE DATE (yr;, mo.. &day) 
OPERATION BEC.Aff OR THIE DATE CONSTRUCTION COMMENCED 1 5 (UM ti••· b-• to the: i.ft},. 

,......,......,..,...,.,.,,._,,._,,..,.,,,... PROVIDE THE DATE. ' 
(yr.,,mo ..... day) OPERA•! 
TION BEGAN OR IS 
EXPECTED TO BEGIN f 

ace on .. X IHloa, and complet• Item I aboue; 
01. P-ACILITY HAS lNTERIMSTkTUS 
TZ 

m. PROCESSES - CODES AND DESIGN CAPACITIES 
A.. PROCESS CODE - Entar the cede from: tha tilt of process codes below that best describeseech proceu to be used at the facility. Ten lines are provided for entering codes. If more lines are needed, entvrthe-code(sJ in the space provided. If a·process will be used that is not included in the Hrt of codes below,1then delcrit,e.the procenfincluding ita deligrt:t:.,,.:ltrl Jn .the- space.provided onthefonn (lt9mclll·CJ. 

"«'f·.-;._ .. -,,:.,,.,,.,,.,~'\'·'""'''"'' -._,._,c···-:J.i-.#~;,,i..;_·:.-'-, ,. ,.,.,,."'"'!'t-·:· 
B. PROCESS DESIGN CAPACITY - For each cod1nntered in column A enter the capacity of the process-. 

f. AMOUNT - Enter the amount. 
.2. UNIT OF MEASURE-Fortedumounum1nctfrtcolumnB(H, enter the code fromth4rlistof.unit memure codes belawthatdesctibes the unit of memure used. Only thtt units of meaure"thaure liated below should be Ul8d.. · 

PR~ APPROPRIATE UNITS OF PRO-
CESS. . MEASURE. FOR PROCESS CESS 

PROCESS cone . DESIGN CAPACITY COQE 
Staraae: -~r::::+ik\f< 
CONTAINER (borNJ. drum..etc.J. SOie · GALLONS OR LITERS· 
TANK soa GALLONS OR LlTERS 
WASTE l"ILE SO:t · CUBIC YARDS OR 

. CUBIC METERS 
SURP-ACIC IMPOUNOMltN,.,.. . SM~ GAIJ.ON5.0R LlTERS 

Dilpopl: 
INJECTION· WELL 
LANDl"ILL 

LAND APPLICATION 
OCEAN DISPOSAL 

SURl"ACEIMPOUNDMENT 

D79 GALLONS OR LITERS 
080· ACRE•l"EIET (the IIOlume that 

would cover one·acnr to 11 · 
. ,uptll of om, foot) OR 

HECTARE-METER 
D81 ACRES OR HECTARES 
oaa GALLONS PER DAY OR 

LITERS PER DAY 
D■:t GALLONS OR' LITERS 

SURl"ACEIMPOUNDMENT 

OTHER (UH for phy•lcal. chemical, 
thermaJ. or blolo~lll tTeatment 
p~ not occurrln• in tanlta, 
.urtaee lmpoundmenu or lncine~ 
otora. Dacrlbe the proce11t1e• in 
tlte •Pace p'°'"'"d; Item lll•C.). 

·.,,,T01,· 

TOZ 

T04 

APPROPRIATE UNITS OF 
MEASURE FOR PROCESS 

PE$1Gft CAPACITY 

GALLONS PER DAY OR 
LITERS PER DAY 
GALLONS PER DAY OR 
LITERS l"ER DAY 

·TONS PEit HOUR OR 
METRIC TONS PER HOUR; 
GALLONS PER HOUR OR 
LITERS PER HOUR 
GALLONS PER DAY OR 
UTE RS PER DAY 

UNIT OF MEASURE 

UNITOF 
MEASURE 

CODE UNIT OF MEASURE 

UNIT OF 
MEASURE 

CODE UNIT OF MEASURE 

UNIT OF 
MEASURE 

CODE 
GALLONS • ...•.•.••.•.•••• • G LITERS PER DAY • •..••. , •.•• , V 
LITERS ..• , ..••••• ·., ••••••• L TONS PER HOUR .•.•••• · •..••. D 
CUBIC YARDS, , , ...• , ••.•••. V METRIC TONS PER HOUR ••••••.• W 
CUBIC METERS ••••••••••• , •• C GALLONS PER HOUR , , • , •• , , •• E 
GALLONS PER DAY .....••..•• U LITERS PER HOUR •••••••••• , • H 

ACR~f'EE~ •••••••• , ••••• •• A 
HECTARE-METER •• , • , •••••••• F 
ACRES •••..•••••• , •• , •.••• B 
HECTARES, .•••••••••••. , •• Q 

EXAMPLE FOR COMPLETING ITEM Ill (lhown In linfl numben X· 1 and X·2 below}: A facility has nvo storage tanks, one tank can hold 200 gallons and the other can hold 400 gallons. The facility also has an Incinerator that can bum up to 20 gallons per hour. · ·· . 

DUP 

B. PROCESS DESIGN CAPACITY a: A. PR0-1---B_._P_R_o_c_E_s_s_0_E_s_1G_N_c_A_P_A_c__,1T,...Y __ --I = CESS 
111:t CODE 
z:::, (fromlt.t 
:'.jz aboue) 

FOR 
2 • UNIT OFFICIAL 

o:uMRe:..A• USE t. AMOUNT l. AMOUNT (-,-:tty} 
(entel' ONLY 
code) ... 

• • I .. .. lZ 

600 G 5 

20 E 6 

I S 0 1 3,600 G 7 

2 T 0 1 -',&- 3~0 8 

3 s 0 2 600 9 

4 IO ,. . ti ,. l7 ZI •• f6 • II 19 Z7 .. .. " EPA Form 3510-3 (6-801 PAGE 1 OF 5 CONTINUE ON REVERSE 



Continue~ from the front. 

Ill. PROCESSES(continued) 
c::. SPACE FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESS CODES OR FOR DESCRIBING OTHER PROCESSES (code "T04"). FOR EACH PROCESS ENTERED HERE INCLUDE DESIGN CAPACITY. 

IV. DESCRIPTION 
A. 

handle hazardoua waste5 whidure not listed in 40 CFR. SUbput D, enuir the foUT-dlgit number(.rJ from-40 CFR, Subpart C. that detcrlbft the characteri,,. tics and/or the toxic contaminants of those hazardous wastw. · · ·· (, / 
B. ESTIMA TEO. ANNUAL QUANTITY - For each ·1111act ... ttntmld itt column A eatirnata'the quantity, ot thet waste that will' be hendtaoon an annual basis. For eec:lt dlaliCta iltla or toxia con1antlnamentered In column A estimate the total annual.quantity of all th• non-listed. -,e(.J thnwffl be handled 

wh~ ~-~~~~i•~~ O!: con~inant.,~, ,..:1i;,:::\~t-£~:~~:/::·,:::-i~\~7(\2t~-~~: 1 
: ·_:. :_ ~·:~: ::·-_· .• - .,j~Ji~? < ::- l·:ltt~. ~/\f ~~-\ ,·: . ~ :.~:t.-·-.~ ~ -< \"'.\•._:~~tf~}){1 • -

C. UNIT OF MEASURE' - For each. quantity emered in column B enter the unit of-meMu,.. code. Units of measul'8' which mutt be used and the appropriate 
codesa:~>S::'s:~.b.:<,~: c.,:,:.:::.<:c: •Li•'>, , ,>. 'fff~i,'1:·J~:t:::t·•~ .·t':j\;.0,)i:::t/~'::s:,;,;;?,'~::~~•j;'7i~,;;'f:~ , .. · /l'.: .,::{.,,·•.:\Or;·' •. :•it•::~ · · ' . 

<•ENGU$HUNII0EMEASURE . ", ,,<,'/i;;CQPE~ .. ·' ./\' METRlC:UNJTOFMEASURE; ·cooe·•~•:~, ·. 
~UNDS • •• ~ ••••. , •·• •••.•••••.•••••• P :• , ... KILOGRAMS, •••••. , . ·• .•••••••.••• , • K , 
T~Ns;. ·~! ........ ~·-··~_::}···: .. t.:• ... ··;~ .. >-i~P-1?7-?:--•T , ,'._>{- ,_L~.-,MIETRl~~-~~r'•-~:.~·:· .. · •..... -·.-........ -............. M-:f_''<·?'·;., 

If facility records use any othar unit ot measure for quantity, the- units of measure must be conwrted into one of the required units of rn.a,ra taking into· account the appropriate density or specific gravity of the waste. · · 
D. PROCESSES !{f' ,.,;.; 

1. PROCESS CODES: -For lilted- hazardous W91te: For each lilted hazardous -te entered in column A select the codef•J from the list of process codes contained In Item 111 to indicate how·the waste will be stored, treated, and/or disposed ot at the facility. .. . 
For non-lllted- 11...s- watea: For each ch~·or toxic contaminant entered In column A, •lect the code'6J from the list of process codas contained in Item Ill to indicate all the pn,cesees that wiif be used to store, treat, and/or dispose of all the non-listed hezardou1 -.us that possess thet chm istic or toxic contaminant. . ·. . · .' . . · · · · · · N011t: Four apac:as are provided for entering proc:es, codes. If more anr needed: u • Enter the first three as described above: (2) Enter "000" in the extreme right box of Item IV-0{1 ); and (3) Enter in the space provided on page 4, the Hna number and the11dditional code(&}. 

2. PROCESS DESCRIPTION: lf•code is not listed for aproceta that will be used, desc:n'bethe proc:esa in the space provided on the form. 

NOTE: HAZARDOUS WASTES DESCRIBED BY MORE THAN ONE EPA HAZARDOUS WASTE NUMBER - Hazardous wastes that can be ~ibed by more than one EPA Hazardous Waste Number shall be described on the form as. follows: 
1. Select one of the EPA Hazardous WISIJe Numbers and enter it In column A. On the same line complete columns B,C, and D by estimating the total annual quantity of the wasta and describing all the proceSSQ to be used to treat, store, end/or dispose of the waste; . 2. In column A of the next line enter the other EPA Hazardout Waste Number that can be used to describe the waste. In column D12} on that line enter "included with at>ow~• and make no other entria on that line. 
3. Aepeet step 2 for each other EPA Hazardous Waste Number that can be used to describe the hazardous waste. 

EXAMPLE FOR COMPLETING ITEM IV (mc,wn in line numben X-1, X-2, X-3, and X-4 belowl- -A facility will treat and dispo• of an estimated 900 pounds per yeer of chrome,lhavings from le&ther tanning and finishing operetion. In addition, the facility will treat and dispose of three non-listed -19S, Two wastes are corrosive only and thara wilt be an estimated 200 pounds per year of each waste. The other weste ii corrosive and ignitable and there will be an estimated 100 pounds per yes of that waste. Ti'aetment will be in an incinerator and disposal will be in a landfill. 
A. EPA C. UNIT D. PROCESSES 

Ill HAZARD. B. ESTIMATED ANNUAL OI" MEA ~o ASTENO QUANTITY OF WASTE 1~1e':- I. PROC(e~~,.>CODES (ifz~~=c:~!l!,~1;,:'J':'8<'1)) .J z (en tel' code) code; 

X-1 KO 5 4 900 p T03D80 

X-2 DO O 2 400 p T03D80 

X~3 DO O 1 JOO p T03Df0 

X-4 DO O 2 included with above 
EPA Form 3510-3 (6-80) PAGE 2 OF 5 CONTINUE ON PAGE 3 



L:on::lnueo trom page :i. 
1ou have more than 26 wasn,s to list NOTE: Photocopy this page befon, completin • ;f''""', Form Approved OMS No 158-S80004 

~ c·:•~D-;•:·;j;jgiJ~,:ia'f'trK \ \ ~ 
t I 2 • 13-114 I 1 t I f I z • U u n 2 .. ze 
IV. DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS WASTES (continued) 

A.EPA C.UNIT D. PROCESSES Ill HAZARD. B. ESTIMATED ANNUAL Ol"MEA· z· IWASTENO QUANTITY OF' WASTE SURE 
li-OCESS CODES 2. -OCESS DESCllt..-rlON 

_o (enter 
...IZ (enter code> code} (enter} (if acoa ia not entered in D(l)J 

n . .. .. - .. La &7 • - - . .. ZT . D Z7 . .. 
I I I I I I I 1 u 2 2 6 300 p s 0 1 
I I I I I I 

2 u 0 0 2 200 p s 0 1 
I I I I 

3 
F 0 0 1 180 p s 0 1 

I I I I I I 

4 
D 0 0 1 30,000 p s 0 1 

T I 

5 
D 0 0 2 270,000 p T 0 1 

I I I I I 

6 
D 0 0 3 800 p s 0 1 

I I I I l I • • 7 
D 0 0 0 3,600 p s 0 2 

I I I I 

8 

I I I I 

9 
I I I I I I • 10 
I I I I I 

11 
I I I I I 

12 
I I 

13 
I I I I I I 

14 

I I I I I I r T 
15 

I I r r T • 16 
I I I I I I I 

17 

I I I I I I I 

18 
I I I I I I I l -19 

I I I I I I I I . 20 
I I l l I I I I 

21 
I I I I l 

22 
I I I I I I I I 

23 
I I l 1 I I I I 

24 

I I I I I I 7 7 
25 

26 I I r l I I I I .. . .. , .. . .. -.:- l7 . - .. . - .. . .. " ... 
EPA Form 351()..3 (6-80) 

CONTINUE ON REVERSE 
PAGE 3 __ OF !5 

(enter "A", "B ", "C", etc. behind the "3" to identify photocopied P06H) 



_c.on.t.in•u•e•d•fr•o•m•t•h•e•f-ro.n.t. _______ ~ .. -- -----IV. DESCRIPTION OFJ:{AZARDOUS .i I tinued 
E. USE THIS SPACE TO LIST ADDITI ALPROCESS CODES FROM ITEM D 

EPA 1.0. NO. (enter from 11011• 1 ). 

treatment and disposa 
vn. FACILITY GEOG 

·-□ A. If the facility owner ii a1so·th• facility operator as listed in Secticm VIit on Form t, "General Information", place an "X" in the.box to the left and · skip to Section IX below. · · · 

B. If the facility owner is not ttNt facility operator as listed in Section VII I ·°" Form 1, complete the following items: 

t. NAME 01" FACILITY"S LEGAL OWNER 2. PHONE NO. (ono code 4r no.) 
KILSBY TUBE SUPPLY CO. 

3. STREET OR P.O. BOX . •• CITY OR TOWN 

TELSTAR AVE. 

IX. OWNER CERTIFICATIO 
I certify under penalty of law that I have pel'$0nal/y examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this and all attached documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the submitted information is true, accurate, and complete •. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 
A. NAME (print or type) B. SIGNATURE C. DATE SIGNED 

ERA.TOR CERTIFICATIO 
I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this and all attached documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 
A. NAME (print or type) 

B. SIGNATURE 
C. DATE SIGNED CONRAD SCHWEITZER 

VICE PRESIDENT, PACKAGING DIVISIO 
EPA Form 3510-3 (6-801 

PAGE 4 OF 5 CONTINUE ON PAGE 5 
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X. EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS 

E. OTHER 

·- - ... 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAG~NT DISTRICT 
LOS ANGELES, CA. 90013 

PERMIT NO. 

P52448 
P52449 
P52306 
Ml1154 
M11155 
M11156 
M11157 
P52446 
P43362 
P43363 
P43364 
P43365 
P43366 
P52447 
P43367 
P43368 

ACID TANK 
ACID LINE 
SCRUBBER FOR ACID 
DRY LINE BAGHOUSE 
DRY LINE BAGHOUSE 
DRY LINE BAGHOUSE 
DRY LINE BAGHOUSE 
LIQUID CHEMICAL HOLDING TANK 

fl II fl fl 

fl 

fl 

fl 

fl 

fl 

fl 

II 

fl 

II 

II 

II 

fl 

fl 

fl 

fl 

II 

LIQUID CHEMICAL MIX TANK WITH AGITATOR 
LIQUID CHEMICAL HOLDING TANK 

ff fl II n 
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***** CONFIDENTIAL;*****! 
***** PRE-DECISIONAL DOCµMENT ***** 

SUMMARY SCORESHEET FOR COMPUTING 
i 

PROJECTED HRSSCORE 

S~ NAME: Grow Group 
I 

C~, COUNTY: Commerce, Los Angeles 

I 
EP ~ ID #: CAD085393080 

i 
I 

PR1GRAM ACCOUNT #: FCAl 791RAA 
I , 

EV .,t.LUATOR: Janine Young 
i 

THi~ SCORESHEET IS FOR A: PA 
t I 

i 
OTIIIER: RCRA-PA 

I 
I 

RC STATUS (Check all that apply): 

SSI 

Lat/Lbng: 33°50'30" /118°08'00" 

T/R/S: T.2SfR.12W/S21 

DATE: October 18, 1991 

LSI 

Generator __ Small Quantity Generator __ : Transporter X TSDF 

__ i Not listed (date of printout): 4/12/91 
l 

STATE SUPERFUND STATUS: -+ llEP (_l_j_J - WQARF LL...U 

PROJECfED REVISED HRS SCORE 

roundwater Migration Pathway Score (Sgw) 

Sµrface Water Migration Pathway Score (S5w) 

Spit Exposure Pathway Score (S5) 

·r Migration Pathway Score (S3 ) 

((52 + 52 + 52 + 52 )/4)112 a gw SW S 

_K._ No State Superfund Status (1/1/89) 

S pathway s2 pathway 

0* 0 

0* 0 

0* 0 

100.00 10,000.00 

10,000.00 

2,500.00 

at ways not eva uate exp am : e roun water a wa s re was not eva uate uantnauve 
because the toxicity and mobility of the known hazardous substances are low. and the depth to 
groundwater is 90 feet. It should be noted. however. t~at grou,ndwater within 4 miles of this site in 
conjunction with surface water serves approximately 500,000 p<;gple. The surface water pathway was 
not scored because no known surface water bodies are located with 2 miles of the site. The soil 
exposure pathway was not scored because the site is entirely paved. 



AIR MIGRATION PATHWAY SCORESlinET 

Ii><•·•··. ; tij• ... · .... . ·••··. I •· ·-.- -·:,: 

Maximum projected Data>·· 
..... ~ii 

Value I< · Rationale / Quality> 
I •::?:? , ... Cl ·_.<." ·:: < Score .•·· .· .. .. ·•····••····.·· r \> •.•.···.· ·• ..... ·•· 

·•·· .·•·· 
.·. ···•···••· 

Likelihood of Release 

1. Observed Release 550 550 1 H 
·•··· 

········.·.· 2. Potential to Release* 
·i 500 

2a. Gas Potential ·.· > ·•· 500 

2b. Particulate Potential ) 500 
··•···••·•· ... 

2c. Potential to Release (Higher of Lines 2a or 2b) I>.. ·• 500 
.··.· 

3. Likelihood of Release (Higher of Lines 1 or 2c) 550 550 H 
··•· .......... . 

. >··· ·• 
Waste Characteristics 

··•·••··•·•··· ·•••·•.···••· 
... 

4. Toxicity/Mobility • <N/A 100 2 H 
·.· .. · . 

..... 
5. Hazardous Waste Quantity NJA 100 3 D 

.. 

6. Waste Characteristics (line 4 x 5, then assign a value 
Table 2-7) 100 10 D 

Targets 
.·•·· 

·• 7. Nearest Individual so 50 3,4 D 

8. Population* 
.. 

I 
·· .. 

8a. Level I Concentrations NIA 1,810 4 E 
I 

.·. 

8b. Level II Concentrations NIA• 0 5 E 

8c. Potential Contamination NIA 104 6, see calc. 

8d. Population (Lines 8a+8b+8c) NIA 1,914 E 

9. Resources 5 0 7 E 
··.·. .. 

10. Sensitive Environments* 

10a. Actual Contamination+ NIA 0 8 E 
.··. 

10b. Potential Contamination+ NIA 0 8 E 

10c. Sensitive Environments (Lines 10a + 10b t NIA 0 E 

11. Targets (Lines 7+8d+9+10c) NIA 1,964 E 

.Aif ;Patllway Migratiol), ~core 
.) . . ··• .· 

·. 

12. Pathway Score (Sa) [(Lines 3 x 6 x 11)/82,500]** 100 100.00 E 
Use aamuonal table. 

** Sa is not to be rounded to the nearest integer. 
+ No specific maximum value applies to factor. However, pathway scores based solely on sensitive environments is limited 

to a maximum of 60. 



Chlorine 

Methylene Chloride 10 

Phosgene 100 

Cyanogen 100 

Chloroform 100 

Sum of Gas Migration Potential = ___ _ Average Gas Migration Potential = ____ _ 

Gas Migration Potential Factor Value (Table 6-7) = __ _ 

Particulate Migration Potential Factor Value (Figure 6-2) = 
AIR PATHWAY CALCULATIONS 



AIR PATHWAY CALCULATIONS 

2. Potential to Release 

Gas Potential to Release Factor Value = __________________________ _ 
(Select the highest Gas Source Value) 

Source Source 
Type 

(Table6-4) 

Particulate Potential fo Release 

Particulate 
Containment 
Factor Value 
(Table 6-9) 

(A) 

Particulate 
Source Type 
FactorYalue 
(Table 6-4) 

(B) 

Particulate 
Migration 
Potential 

(Table 6-2) 

(C) 

Sum 
Source 
Value 

Particulate Potential to Release Factor Value = ________________________ _ 
(Select the highest Particulate Source Value) 
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' 
I 

AIR PATHWAY CALCULATIO~ (CONTINWED) i i 

8. Potential Contamination 

:i 

Ii I' 

> o to o.zs o ;; o ; 1 

> 0.25 to 0.5 1,792 

> 0.5 to 1 5,497 
i 

> 1 to 2 50,555 
i 

> 2 to 3 142,769 
l 

> 3 to 4 164,789 

Sum of (A) = """l""'0a..a4=1 ______ _ 

I 

Air Potential Contamination Factor Value = Sum of (A) = ""i04 ____ _ 

10. Sensitive Environments 

Wetland or 

., 'fype>o(Y 
.. ··... . ··.· 

Sensitive 
Environ•~ .. , > 

10 

· Sensitive·., ...... ..... . 

Environment 
......... 

·••· .... •··•·.·••·•·•. R#tI#g "\'#•~~··· 
(fabl~ 4-23) .. 

··.· .· ·.· 

Actual Contamination Factor Value [Sum (A+ B)] = 

Wetlanf 

Rating )'i f ue 

>i .•.·. (',table 6~ ;~) U 
.· ........... ··ii·i:..:',• •. 

i 
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AIR PATHWAY CALCULATIONS (CONTINUED) 

10. Sensitive Environments (Cont.) 

Sum DW x (A + B) = 

Potential Contamination 
Sensitive Environments Factor value = Sum DW x (A + B) = 

10 

·'· .... · ....... ····' . •·• <Qm > ·•· <> 

1 ~Eil!1I 



Rationale 

1. An obseived release to air can be documented because chlorine gas was obseived 
emanating from the site on several occasions. During one release, air samples were 
collected by the South Coast Air Quality Management District. Elevated levels of 
chloroform and methylene chloride was detected in Building 5 and downwind air 
samples (Los Angeles County Police Department. Incident Report at Grow Group, 
2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce. August 10, 1988; Garcia, Miguel, County of Los 
Angeles Department of Health Services Hazardous Materials Control Program. 
Report of Investigation of Grow Group, 2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce. September 
16, 1988; Ibrahim, Samir, County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services 
Hazardous Materials Control Program. Report of Investigation of Grow Group. 
September 19, 1988; Ecology and Environment Inc. to Lewis, William, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Grow Group, Inc. On-Scene Monitoring , 
Commerce, CA. September 21, 1988). 

2. The toxicity and mobility factor is based on the fact that elevated levels of chloroform 
were found to be present in the hot zone and downwind of a chlorine gas release that 
occurred on September 3, 1988 at Grow Group (Ecology and Environment, Inc. to 
Lewis, William, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Grow Group, Inc. On-scene 
monitoring, Commerce, CA September 21, 1998). 

3. Since several releases of an unknown quantity of gas vapor occurred at the site a 
default value was used for the projected score. Air samples, collected after a gas 
cloud disipated in September 1988, revealed elevated levels of chloroform (up to 1.8 
ppb ); therefore, default value (i.e., 100) will be used (Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
to Lewis, William, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Grow Group, Inc. On
scene monitoring, commerce, CA. September 21, 1988). 

4. After the September 3, 1988 emission, approximately 31 individuals suffered from 
symptoms following exposure to the emission. These 31 individuals along with 150 
on-site employees will be consider as Level I targets (Lance, Larrie, County of Los 
Angeles Department of Health Services Hazardous Materials Control Program. 
Memorandum of Emergency Room Responses to Grow Group Chlorine Tablet 
Emission. September 8, 1988; Young, Janine and Toh, Yoon, ICF Technology, Inc., 
Site Reconnaissance and Obseivations Report of Grow Group. August 6, 1991 ). 

5. Since 0 residents live within Oto 0.25 miles, the projected score will assume that 31 
workers are located within 0 to 0.25 miles of the site since the site is located in an 
industrial area. These 31 workers were considered as Level I targets; therefore, 
Level II targets will be 0 (Young, Janine, and Toh, Yoon, ICF Technology, Inc. Site 
Reconnaissance and Obseivations Report. August 6, 1991; U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Office of Toxic Substances. Graphic Exposure Modeling System 
(GEMS). March 1989). 



6. Approximately 365,000 residents live within 4 miles of the site. Since 181 individuals 
including 150 on-site employees were considered for Level I contamination, the on
site employees will not be evaluated for potential contamination, and 31 individuals 
are assumed to be workers located between O and 0.25 miles from the site. (U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Toxic Substances. Graphic Exposure 
Modeling System (GEMS). March 1989; Ecology and Environment, Inc. to Lewis, 
William, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Grow Group, Inc. On-Scene 
Monitoring, Commerce, CA September 21, 1988; Lance, Larry, County of Los 
Angeles Department of Health Services Hazardous Materials Control Program to 
Papanek, Paul, County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services Hazardous 
Material Control Program. Memorandum of Emergency Room Responses to grow 
Group Chlorine Tablet Emissions. September 18, 1988; Young, Janine, and Toh, 
Yoon, ICF Technology, Inc. Site Reconnaissance and Observations Report. August 
6, 1991. 

7. The projected score assumes that no agricultural or major recreational area is located 
within 0.50 miles of the site. 

8. Approximately four endangered species ar located within 4 miles of the site, however, 
actual contamination can not be documented at these areas. 

• 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION 8.00 

SITE/INCIDENT FORM l <Sil> 
*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: 

ALIAS NAME< S) : 

*STREET: 2425 MALT AVE 
*CITY: CITY OF COMMERCE 
*COUNTY: LOS ANGELES 
*STATE: CA 
*ZIP: 90040 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 25 
*COUNTY CODE: 037 
*SMSA: 4480 

USGS HYDRO UNIT: 18070105 
FED AGENCY PRP FLG: N 
STATE PRP FLAG: N 

** PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS ** 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORMCSIF> 

S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

PRP AGENCY CODE: __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , 
SECTION CODE: EI 

AGGREGATE CASE BUDGET OBLIGATIONS: 
AGGREGATE FUND OBLIGATIONS: TBD 

*SITE/INCIDENT ABSTRACT: 

*SITE CLASSIFICATION: ND 

<NG> FUND LEAD/NEGOT 
<FE> FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
@ USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

CF> FUND LEAD/NO NEGOT 
<ND> NO DETERMINATION<DEFAULT> 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF 

PAGE NO: 37 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE: NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME: NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION __________ ! ( __ ) ____ _ 
__________ ! ( __ ) ____ _ 

*LATITUDE: 33/59/18.0 
*LONGITUDE: 118/08/30.0 
*LL SOURCE: G 
*LL ACCURACY: _ 

*FED. FACILITY FLAG: N 
*RCRA FACILITY FLAG: E 

FED FACILITY DOCKET FLAG: F 
DIOXIN TIER: 
SITE NAME SOURCE: X 
MUNICIPAL PRP FLAG: N 
COST RECOVERY IND: E 

(SE) STATE ENFORCEMENT 

ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION a.oo 

SITE/INCIDENT FORM 2 <SI2/MED> 
*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: 

*ENTRY NPL/STATUS INDICATOR: N 

<S> PRE-PROPOSAL TO NPL 

** PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS ** 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORMCSIF> 

S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

*PROPOSED NPL UPDATE NO: 00 

<D> SITE DELETED FROM NPL 

PAGE NO 38 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION __________ !( __ , ____ _ __________ /( __ , ____ _ 
*FINAL NPL UPDATE NO: 00 

<P> SITE CURRENTLY PROPOSED FOR THE NPL 
<R> SITE REMOVED FROM THE PROPOSED NPL 
<F> SITE CURRENTLY ON THE NPL 

<N> SITE IS NOT CURRENTLY NOR WAS FORMERLY ON THE PROPOSED OR FINAL NPL 
<O> NON SITE: A SITE/INCIDENT WHICH WILL NOT COUNT IN THE INVENTORY OR 

*SITE CATEGORY:_ 

<A> ABANDONED 
<D> DIOXIN 
<H> HOUSING AREA/FARM 
<L> LANDFILL 
<O> OTHER 
<T> MINES/TAILING 

*OWNERSHIP INDICATOR: PR 

<PR> PRIVATELY OWNED 
<FF> FED. OWNEO 
<ST> STATE OWNED 

*INCIDENT TYPE: <FOR REMOVAL OSC'S ONLY>_ 

IN STATISTICAL REPORTS 

<B> CHEM. PLANT/IND REF 
<F> FEDERAL FACILITY 
<I> IND. WASTE TREATMENT 
<M> MANUFACTURING PLANT 
<P> PURE LAGOONS 
<V> WATERWAYS/CREEKS/RIVERS 

<CO> COUNTY OWNED 
<DI> DISTRICT OWNED 
<MN> MUNICIPALITY OWNED 

(0) OIL SPILL OCCURING AT A LOCATION NOT PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS A CERCLIS SITE 

<C> CITY CONTAMINATION 
<G> GROUND WATER 
(J) INORGANIC WASTE 
<N> MILITARY RELATED 
<R> RADIOACTIVE SITE 
<W> WELLS 

<IL> INDIAN LANDS 
<MX> MIXED OWNERSHIP 
<OH> OTHER 
<UN> UNKNOWN 

<N> SPILL <OTHER THAN OIL> OR OTHER REMOVAL AT A LOCATION NOT PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS A CERCLIS SITE 

MEDIA SECTION 

MEDIUM:_ 
(LA> LAND 
<AI> AIR 

GOAL ATTAINED: 
<F> FULLY ACHIEVED 
<A> MEDIUM NOT AFFECTED 

DIRECT THREAT ADDRESSED:_ 
<Y> YES 

(SW> SURFACE WATER 

<P> PARTIALLY ACHIEVED 
<Z> MEDIUM NOT INVOLVED 

<N> NO 

<GW> GROUND WATER 

<U> CLEANUP UNDERWAY 

<Z> DIRECT CONTACT THREAT DOES NOT EXIST 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION 8.00 

SITE/INCIDENT COMMENTS <SIC> 

•• PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS •• 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORM<SIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL IO: 

S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

csc 
USE 

COMMENT 
TYPE 

GROUP 
NUMBER 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
9 USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

LINE 
NUMBER *COMMENT 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF 

PAGE NO 39 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
----------'<-->----
----~-----'<-->-----

ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION 8,00 

REGIONAL UTILITIES <RUT> 
*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: 

csc 
USE 

REGIONAL 
UTILITY CODE 

** PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS ** 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORM<SIF> 

S/I RPM-OSC NAME/PHONE: 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

PAGE NO 40 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

----------' <-->-----------------' ( __ ) ____ _ 
DATE 1 DATE 2 DATE 3 

DESCRIPTION MM/DD/YY MM/DD/YY MM/DD/YY FREE FIELD 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
8 USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION 8.00 

OPERABLE UNITS <OPU> 

** PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS ** 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORM<SIF> 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA ID NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: 

S/I RPM-CSC NAME/PHONE: 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND: 00 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND:_ 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT IND:_ 

*OPERABLE UNIT DESCRIPTION: 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: SITE EVALUATION/DISPOSITION 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: 

*OPERABLE UNIT NAME: 

NOTE: *FOR PREREMEDIAL ANO REMOVAL EVENTS, OPERABLE UNIT INDICATOR= 00. 

PAGE NO 41 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 
----------' <-->---------------' ( __ )_. ___ _ 

*FOR REMEDIAL EVENTS, ASSIGN OPERABLE UNIT INDIICATORS BEGINNING WITH 01. 
*AN "ALIAS LINK" LINKS AN OPERABLE UNIT WITH A SPECIFIC ALIAS 

*CORE DATA ELEMENT OR CODE 
9 USACE OWNED SUBEVENT 

ANY QUESTIONS? CALL CSC CERCLIS STAFF ACTION: ____ (CSC ONLY> 



RUN DATE: 11/29/91 12:36:52 
CERCLIS DATA BASE DATE: 11/27/91 
CERCLIS DATA BASE TIME: 16:24:29 
VERSION 8.00 

PREREMEOIAL 
INFORMATION <EVT/SVTIFIN> 

** PROD VERSION** 
U.S. EPA SUPERFUND PROGRAM 

**CE RC LIS ** 
SITE03: SITE INFORMATION FORM<SIF> 

PAGE NO 42· 
CERHELP DATA BASE DATE NIA 
CERHELP DATA BASE TIME NIA 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

*SITE NAME: GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV 
*EPA IO NO: CAD085393080 FMS SITE/SPILL ID: _, ___ _ S/I RPM-DSC NAME/PHONE 

EVENT REGIONAL CONTACT NAME/PHONE 
OTHER REG CONTACT NAME/PHONE 

__________ /( __ ) ____ _ 
----'-------''-···->-----

*OP UNIT 
*EVENT 
SUBEVENT TYPE 

*OP UNIT NAME 
*EVENT NAME 
"SUBEVENT NAME 

00 SITE EVALUATION/DI 

DSl DISCVRY 01 
*EVENT QUALIFIER: 

PAI PA 01 
*EVENT QUALIFIER: D 

<------------START--------~--> 
LEAD PLAN "PLAN "ACTUAL 

CMM/DD/YY> <FY/Q) <MM/DO/YY> 

F _1_,_ _ ,_ _ ,_, _ 
F _ 1_1_ _ ,_ _1_, _ 

__________ I( __ .) ____ _ 

<~---------COMPLETE-------> PLANNING 
PLAN "PLAN *ACTUAL STATUS SCAP NOTE 

<MM/DD/YYJ CFY/QJ <MM/DO/YY> 

_1_1_ _, _ 04/01/91 

_,_1_ _, _ 11/14/91 



MEMORANDUM 

........ 

UNITED ST'\TES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

75 Hawthorne· Street 
San Franc11,co, Ca. 94105 

DATE: ~[\l, \<\. ~9~\ 
SUBJECT: Referral of High Priority EPI Site 

FROM: Thomas Mix, Chief 
Site Evaluation Section 

TO: Nancy Lindsay, Chief 
Corrective Action Section 

The .site(s) listed below is being referred to you as a high 
priority for enforcement or appropriate follow~up action with the 
State under the Environmental Priorities Initiative (EPI) 
program: 

Site Name RCRA ID# 

A preliminary assessment for this site has been conducted 
and a preliminary Hazard Ranking System score significantly above 
28.5 has been reached for the facility. If you should have any 
questions, please contact Rachel Loftin at 744.-2348. 

cc: K. Schwinn, Chief 
Waste Compliance Branch 

D. White, Chief 
Field Operations Branch 

Printed on Recycl~ Paper 



FIT Proauct Rev1ew Form 

Sita Namlt rdvovJ Groy 
LOE on TWC: , 10 hrs 

Date Pnxu:t Rev1ewed: __11 / ~/ j_! 

-ri--t- C,J (' p t f /1-PnxiJct Type:_C_.-L-_____ _ 

Datl!TWCS!gm /1.1:f. ~ 
R8Y18WII": fl :___;._·· r· 

Rat1111--
-Was the sa,pe, bUO}Bt and schedule UQUDtely defined at the start of the project? 
-were tne ran. suocontnl:t milers, or t1me needl!ld to axn11tete the project m,mtv fcneen? -were tne taskS withtn the pro,ect mnpleted tn the appropa iate seq&BD ( e.g. Did the SCDPillJ session mne et the r1c,it time in the project development)? -When FIT recewedtha TDD dtdttwf edaQlmlyscraan the TDD tosm if' fer somert!IBJl'I, wart snouldnot prcxmlon thesite(e.g., it wa,part of an NPL stte, 8 RCRA Fectltty, E&E hashml conflict of interest with the site, etc.)? 

Comments: 

Tectlntcal Colllpetence and lnnovatton 

- To what extent was knowlai)e of the HRS demonstrated? -Were all relevant pathwavs of the HRS moael evaluated? -How well were tne opttons for sar1ng dtscussed? -Ware the ralevent State and Federal statutes adaqUataly mrassed? -for field wcrtc: Was the tnvesttgetton approprtately msigned and tmplemented to m:netve the HRS objectives and obtain (JXJd quality data? 

Qxnments: 

SChedall Ind COst Control RatllllJ ___ _ 

-How wall was the sdledule and b1D13t matntatrm? Ir overruns cx:cured were tnev ~ly justified? 
-was tne EPA project manm,er informed of schaille 81ld mst problems on a ttmely basis? Wn amendments received on a timely basis? 
-To wnat extent were scnetlUle 811d mst emc1enctes 1narpcratea Into the proJect? 
Comments: 



Report1nQ Rating ___ _ 
-Was £PA prov1Cl!d w1th sufficient mformatlon tor~ an approprmle and <Efens1ble ce:1s1on? -Do the conclusions flow from the m:umentation presented? -Are the HRS conctus10ns numer1cally supported by the score sheets? - ! ~ th~ report wet l-wr1tten and conc1se wlth IJ)od grammar? -w-:: t!'lP. eppropr1ate reoort for met followed? -Were epproor,ate maps mcluded? Are they lapble? -was sens1t1v1tv to conti<Ent1al HRS or ousmess mtormetion oomonstretect? -Was tf!formation m the report mi3QUetely referenced? 

Comments: 

. Resource Utt llzaUon Rating ___ _ 
-Do staff rece1ve sufficient training 800 support within FIT? -Are resoorces and information 8DBQU8tely Stl8r"aj among E&E staff? -was the staff person essignea to the tast 8')propr1ately qualified tom the wortc? 
Comments: 

Effort Rating ___ _ 
-Was FIT staff responsive to EPA requests? -Otd the staff regularly commumcate with EPA? Were problems or dtfffcultfes ffEQUBtetv communicated to EPA? 
-Old flT staff show m1ttattve m their worlc? -Old FIT show (JXXl Ju~ment and initiative in special situations? -Old FIT (i!monstrate appropriate a>urt~ to EPA staff and matntatn an approprtate contrm:tor-cltent retauonsn10. 

Comments: 

Not Rated __ 

other Comments: 

overall Score 

-2-

1 /31 /90 



• 

Facility Referral Documentation 

Superfund to RCRA 

The facility currently known as (see attached list) is, and remains, a facility subject to RCRA 

Corrective Action. 

The RCRA program and the Superfund program have determined that RCRA should address the 

site assessment and cleanup responsibilities at this facility in order to maximize the number of 
site responses achieved through RCRA corrective action authorities, thus preserving the 

CERCLA Fund for sites for which no other authority is available. The RCRA Corrective Action 

Program will track progress µiade by the owner/operator to fully assess and clean up the facility. 

If the facility owner/operator is unable or unwilling to meet the cleanup requirements of the 
RCRA Corrective Action Program, RCRA may refer this site to Superfund for CERCLA 

· response. 

Larry~ werman, Manager Date 3/26/03 
RCRA Corrective Action Office, Region 9 

6~.~ 
Betsy eurno: Chief 
Superfund Site Assessment Program, Region 9 

Attachment 

cc: RCRA and CERCLA Site Files 

References: 

* Office of Inspector General Audit Report, "Superfund Sites Deferred to RCRA", ElSFFS-11-

0006-9100116, March 31, 1999. 

* Memo from EPA Headquarters: "Response to the OIG Audit "Superfund Sites Deferred to 
RCRA" from Timothy Fields, Jr., Assistant Administrator, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency 

Response, to Superfund National Policy Managers and RCRA Senior Policy Managers, dated 

July 14, 2000. 



EPA ID Number CERCLA Site Name RCRA Site Name CA Workload Address City State 

AZT050010453 ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE (APS) SAGUARO APS CO SAGUARO GEN STN N I 10MP228 REDROCK, AZ 85245 AZ 
AZD980737084 AZ PACIFIC WOOD PRESERVING COR ARIZONA PACIFIC WOOD PRESERVING N 850 W CHAMBERS ST ELOY, AZ 85231 AZ 
AZD000819565 BEAN & COMPANY BEAN AND CO y 9450 S SALOME. RD PALO VERDE, AZ 85343 AZ. 
AZD049318009 BUDS OIL SERV INC CLEAN HARBORS ARIZONA LLC y 1340 W LINCOLN ST PHOENIX, AZ 85007 AZ 
AZT050010180 CHEMICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT INC ARIZONA ONYX ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LLC y 2301 W BROADWAY RD PHOENIX, AZ 85041 AZ 
AZT000624437 DEER-O-PAINTS DEER O PAINTS AND CHEMS LTD N 2431 EVAN BUREN PHOENIX, AZ 85008 AZ 
AZT000624387 DEER-O PAINTS & CHEMS LTD FRAZEE INDUSTRIES INC N 2131 E JACKSON PHOENIX, AZ 85034 AZ 
AZD980816102 ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE ENTPR INC ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE ENTPR INC N 830 W HOLMES RD ELOY, AZ 85231 AZ 
AZD009015389 ROMIC CHEMICAL CORP SOUTHWEST ROMIC ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES INC y 6760 W ALLISON RD CHANDLER, AZ 852269705 AZ 
AZD980892897 SAFETY-KLEEN CORP SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC y 4161 E TENNESSEE ST TUCSON, AZ 85714 AZ 
AZD089308803 SAFETY KLEEN CORP. 7-142-01 SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC y 4401 E UNIVERSITY PHOENIX, AZ 85034 AZ 
AZD000629477 SUNDT FIBERGLASS PRODS INC SOUTHWEST FIBERGLASS LLC N 4798 S JULIAN AVE TUCSON, AZ 85714 AZ 
AZD982441263 WESTATES CARGON-ARIZONA, INC. WESTATES CARBON ARIZONA INC PK y 2523 MUT AHAR ST PARKER, AZ 85344 AZ 
CAD981457302 AEROJET ORDNANCE CHINO FACILITY AEROJET ORDNANCE CHINO FACILITY y END OF WOODVIEW RD CHINO, CA 91708 · CA 
CAD008387250 ALCO PACIFIC INC. ALCO PACIFIC SITE y 16914 S BROADWAY CARSON, CA 90749 . CA 
CAD009142290 ALLIED CORP BAY POINT WKS GENERAL CHEMICAL CORPORATION y 501 NICHOLS RD PITTSBURG, CA 94565 CA 
CAD009561911 ALUMTREAT ALUMTREAT INC y 2905WINONA BURBANK, CA 91504 CA 
CAT080010929 AMERICAN CYANAMID AMERICAN CYANAMID CO N 21444 GOLDEN TRIANGLE RD SAUGUS, CA.91350 CA 
CAD009162116 AMERICAN NATIONAL CAN CO AMERICAN CAN PACKAGING INC y 3801 E8TH ST OAKLAND, CA 94604 CA 
CAD008369753 AMF VOIT INC AMFVOITINC N 3801 S HARBOR BLVD SANT A ANA, CA 92704 CA 
CAT080010101 APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES II APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES II INC. y 1700 MAXWELL RD CHULA VISTA, CA 91911 CA 
CAD044061422 ASHLAND CHEM CO ASHLAND CHEMICAL CO y 10505 S PAINTER AVE SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 CA 
CAT000611467 BASF WYANDOTTE CORP. BASF WYANDOTTE CORP N 10181 AVENUE416 --- / 

DINUBA, CA 93618 CA 
CAT080014079 BAY AREA ENVIRONMENTAL ONYX ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE y 1125 HENSLEY ST RICHMOND, CA 94801 CA 
CAD008254708 BECKMAN INSTRUMENTS INC BECKMAN COULTER INC y 4300 N HARBOR BLVD FULLERTON, CA 928343100 CA 
CAT080012974 BETZ LABORATORIES BETZDEARBORN INC y 3050 PEGASUS RD BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308 . c~ 
CAD002604866 BETZ LABORATORIES INC BETZ LABORATORIES INC y 3154 E HARCOURT ST COMF'TON, CA 90221 CA 
CAD06n86749 BKK SANITARY LDFL BKKSANLDFL y 2210 S AZUSA AVE WEST COVINA, CA 90505 CA 
CAD008255754 BOURNS INC BOURNS INC y 1200 COLUMBIA AVE RIVERSIDE, CA 92507 CA 
CAD096883434 BOURNS INSTRUMENTS INC BOURNS INSTRUMENTS INC N 6135 MAGNOLIA AVE RIVERSIDE, CA 92506 CA 
CAD050344910 BP PERFORMANCI; POLYMERS INC HELLER PERFORMANCE POLYMERS N 7227 DOE AVENUE VISALIA, CA 93291 · ·cA 
CAT0800221_48 BROCOINC DENOVA ENVIRONMENTAL INC y 2610NALDER RIALTO, CA92377 ti.. 
CAD045520996 C-BRITE METAL FINISHING INC C-BRITE METAL FINISHING INC N 1213 W 253RD ST HARBOR CITY, CA 90710 CA 
CAD009204736 C & M PLATING WORKS C & M PLATING WORKS N 598SIXTHST SAN FRANCISCO, CA 941034708 CA 
CAD009198367 CAMPBELL SOUP CO CAMPBELL SOUP SUPPLY CO SAC PL T y 6200 FRANKLIN BLVD SACRAMENTO, CA 958243499 .C.6. 
CAD093435022 CERT AJNEED CHOWHILLA PL T CERTAINTEED CHOWCHILLA CORP y 17775 AVE231/2 CHOWCHILLA, CA 93610 CA 
CAD008302895 CHEM LAB PRODS INC CHEM LAB PRODS INC N 5160 E AIRPORT DR ONTARIO, CA 91761 CA 
CAD044429835 CHEM STAR ENSCO WEST INC. y 1737 E DENNI ST WILMINGTON; CA 90744 CA 
CAD008275885 CHEM TECHNOLOGY LABS INC CHEM TECHNOLOGY LABS INC y 12150 S ALAMEDA ST (SEE MAP) LYNWOOD, CA 90262 CA 
CAD990663296 CHEMWEST IND INC CHEMWEST IND INC N 26970 ASTI RD CLOVERDALE, CA 95425 CA 
CAD000051458 CHEVROLET PONTIAC CANADA GROUP GMC CPC GROUP VAN NUYS PLANT N 8000 VAN NUYS BLVD VAN NUYS, CA 914092310 . :CA 
CAD051481349 CIRTEC DIV OF INTERLINK CORP AMBITECH INC y 8944 FULLBRIGHT AVE CHATSWORTH, CA 91311 . CA 
CAD009183948 CONTINENTAL PLATING CO INC KAND L PLATING FORMER OPERATION y 98989TH AVE OAKLAND, CA 94621 CA 
CAD020028403 CORDIS DOW CORP CORDIS DOW CORP N 2450 BISSO LN CONCORD, CA 94520 CA 
CAD028409019 CROSBY & OVERTON CROSBY & OVERTON PLT NO 1 y 1630W 17THST LONG BEACH, CA 90813 CA 
CAT080010705 CTS KEENE INC CTS KEENE INC y 500LINNERD PASO ROBLES, CA 93446 CA 
CAD067625129 DATA CIRCUITS DATA CIRCUITS INC N 1607 W ORANGE GROVE AVE STE A ORANGE, CA 92868 . CA 
CAD070215355 DAVIS CHEM CO. DAVIS CHEM CO N 1550 N BONNIE BCH PL LOS ANGELES, CA 90063 CA 
CAD009305848 DELCO ELECTRONICS CORP DELCO ELECTRONICS CORP y 6767 HOLLISTER AVE GOLETA, CA93117 CA 
CAD009110867 DESOTO INC COURTAULDS AEROSPACE y 16084THST BERKELEY, CA 947101776 CA 
CAD990792335 DUOLITE INTERNATIONAL DUOLITE INTERNATIONAL y 800 CHESTNUT ST REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063 CA 
CADOOB256349 EECO EECO N 1441 EAST CHESTNUT AVENUE SANT A ANA. CA 92701 CA 
CAD095627741 EMERSON AND CUMING EMERSON AND CUMING N 604 WEST 182ND STREET GARDENA, CA 90248 . CA 
CAD046000931 EXIDE SAN FRANCISCO SERV CTR EXIDE SAN FRANCISCO SERV CTR y 286 LAWRENCE AVE SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 9408( CA 
CAD082898180 FABRICATED CIRCUITS INC FABRICATED CIRCUITS INC N 1196 NORMAN AVE SANTA CLARA, CA 95050 CA 
CAD009144619 FAIRCHILD CAMERA & INSTRUMENT FAIRCHILD CAMERA & INSTRUMENT y 4300 REDWOOD HWY SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903 CA 
CAD990794133 FORWARD INC FORWARD DSPL SITE y 9999 S AUSTIN RD MANTECA, CA 95336 "CA 
CAD981459175 FOUR STAR CHEMICAL · AMERICAN LABS INC y 5701 S COMPTON AVE LOS ANGELES, CA 90011 · CA 
CAT000646158 FRESNO CO DEPT AGRI FRESNO CO DEPT OF AGRI N 1730 S MAPLE AVE FRESNO, CA 93702 CA 
CAT000622357 GENERAL ELECTRIC CO GENERAL ELECTRIC CO y 234EMAINST ONTARIO, CA 91761 CA 
CAD000819680 GENERAL ELECTRIC MEDICAL SYSTEMS GENERAL ELECTRIC MEDICAL SYSTEMS y 3920 SECURITY PARK DR RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 95742 CA 
CAD096233564 GEORGIA-PACIFIC CORP CHEM PAC DIV GEORGIA-PACIFIC CORP CHEM PAC DIVISION N 75 W VALPICO_ RD TRACY, CA 95376 CA 

• 



EPA ID Number CERCLA Site Name RCRA Site Name CA Workload Address City State 
~ 

CAT000624296 GEORGIA PACIFIC CORP RESIN DIV GEORGIA PACIFIC RESINS INC y 2163 N STATE ST UKIAH, CA 94582 CA 
CAD098080484 GEOTHERMAL INC BUTTS CYN RD FACIL GEOTHERMAL INDUSTRIES INC y BUTTS CANYON RD MIDDLETOWN, CA 95461 CA 
CAD9808831n GIBSON OIL & REFINING CO. - BAKERSFIELD GIBSON ENVIRONMENTAL INC y END OF COMMERCIAL DR DEADEND, HI BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308 CA 
CAD981458466 GIBSON OIL & REFINING CO. - WILMINGTON GIBSON ENVIRONMENTAL INC y 401 CANAL.AVE WILMINGTON, CA 90744 CA 
CAD083166728 GIBSON REFINERY SERVICE/PATTERSON P RC PATTERSON INC y 13331 N HWY 33 PATTERSON, CA 95363 CA 
CAT000625525 GLENN COUNTY AIRPORT WILLOWS GLENN COUNTY AIRPORT y. HWY 162 & INTERSTATE 5 WILLOWS, CA 95988 CA 
CAD008295719 GMC - GM ASSEMBLY DIV SOUTH GATE CA GMC-GM ASSEMBLY DIV SOUTH GATE CA N 2700 TWEEDY BLVD SOUTH GATE, CA 90280 CA 
CAD008323396 GMC DELCO REMY ANAHEIM PLANT DELPHI ENERGY AND ENGINE MANAGEMENT SYST N 1201 N MAGNOLIA AVE ANAHEIM, CA 92801 CA 
CAD009419607 GREAT WESTERN CHEM CO LOS ANGELES CHEMICAL L LC N 860WHARFST RICHMOND, CA 94804 CA 
CAD095991253 GREAT WESTERN CHEMICAL CO G W C PROPERTIES INC N 945AMESAVE MILPITAS, CA 95035 CA 
CAD085393080 GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROO DIV y 2501 MALT AVE CITY OF COMMERCE, CA 90040 CA 
CAD009380890 GROW GROUP INC CONSUMER PROD DIV GEORGIA PACIFIC CORP y 760SVAIL MONTEBELLO, CA 90640 CA 
CAD009118605 GTE LENKURT INC GTE LENKURT INC N 1105 COUNTY ROAD SAN CARLOS, CA 94070 CA 
CAD069130995 HEWLETT PACKARD DATA TERMINALS DIV STONHARD INC APPLIED MAT SITE y 974 E ARQUES AVE SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 CA 
CAT000612333 HOLCHEM OBA SERVICE CHEMICAL HOLCHEM OBA SERVICE CHEMICAL y 1341 EMAYWOODST. SANT A ANA, CA 92706 CA 
CAD060754231 HOOKER CHEMICAL & PLASTICS CORP HOOKER CHEMICAL & PLASTICS CORPORATION y 5640 KNOTT AVE BUENA PARK, CA 90620 CA 
CAD044429884 HUCK MFG CO HUCK INTERNATIONAL INC y 900 WATSONCENTER RD CARSON, CA 90745 CA 
CAD041162124 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO HUGHES AIRCRAFT COMPANY y 8433 FALLBROOK AVENUE - CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 CA 
CAD076071737 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO PACKARD HUGHES INTERCONNECT y 17150 VON KARMAN AVE IRVINE, CA 92614 CA 
CAD041666819 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO BOEING ELECTRON DYNAMIC DEVICES y 3100 W LOMITA BLVD TORRANCE, CA 90505 CA 
CAD000633230 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO EL SEGUNDO SOUTH RAYTHEON SYSTEMS CO y 2000 EAST EL SEGUNDO BLVD EL SEGUNDO, CA902450902 CA 
CAD060897063 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO S&CG BOEING SATELLITE SYSTEM INC y 1920 E IMPERIAL HWY EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 CA 
CAT080012867 HUGHES AIRCRAFT CO. RAYTHEON SYSTEMS CO N 1500 HUGHES WAY LONG BEACH, CA 908100399 CA 
CAD063109243 HUGHES AIRCRAFT GROUND SYST GROUP HUGHES AIRCRAFT GROUND SYST GROUP y 1901 W MALVERN AVE FULLERTON, CA 92831 CA 
CAD041156969 HUGHES RESEARCH LABORATORIES H R L LABORATORIES LLC y 3011 MALIBU CANYON RD MALIBU, CA t'.102654797 CA· 
CAD981373053 HUNlWAY REFINING VALERO WILMINGTON ASPHALT PLANT N 1651 ALAMEDA ST WILMINGTON, CA 90744 CA 
CAD030398622 INTEL LIGHT METALS CORP MARTIN MARIETTA TECHNOLOGIES, INC. y 19200S WESTERN AVE TORRANCE, CA905012951 CA 
CAD000819698 IT CORP AMORCO FACILITY IT CORPORATION AMORCO FACILITY N MARINA VISTA MARTINEZ, CA 94553 CA 
CAD000083121 IT CORP NO CALIF SERV SAFETY KLEEN INC N 4501 PACHECO BLVD MARTINEZ, CA 945532233 CA 
CAD000633115 IT CORP SAN JOSE TRANSFER FACILITY IT CORPORATION SAN JOSE TRANSFER FACILIT N 3010 ZANKER RD ·SANJOSE, CA 95135 CA 
CAD000057760 IT CORP WILMINGTON SERVICES ECOLOGY CONTROL INDUSTRIES N 336 W ANAHEIM ST WILMINGTON, CA 907444462 CA 
CAD000058917 IT TRANSPORTATION CORP NORTHERN CA GSX SERVICES OF CALIFORNIA INC MARTINEZ N 4501 PACHECO BLVD MARTINEZ, CA 94553 CA 
CAD089884805 IT TRANSPORTATION CORP TAFT FACILITY G S X SERVICES OF CAL INC TAFT FAC N 7004 GAS COMPANY RD TAFT, CA 93268 CA 
CAD001216548 JENNINGS A DIV OF FL IND INC JENNINGS, A DIV OF FL IND INC N 970 MCLAUGHLIN AVE SAN JOSE, CA 95122 CA 
CAD990665432 JOHN SMITH SOLID WASTE SITE JOHN SMITH SOLID WASTE SITE y JOHN SMITH ROAD HOLLISTER, CA 95023 CA 
CAD053409082 KAROL TON ENVELOPE KAROL TON ENVELOPE DIV OF KIMBERLY CLARK N 2660 PORT ST WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95691 CA 
CAT000617324 KOPPERS CO INC KOPPERS COMPANY INC y 12200 AIRPORT DRIVE ONTARIO, CA 91761 CA 

. CAD054846670 LIGHT METAL INDUS LIGHT METAL INDUS y 13329 ECTOR ST CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA 91746 CA 
CAD990769465 LIQUID CHEMICAL CORP MINERAL KING MINERALS INC y 10585 INDUSTRY AVE HANFORD, CA 93230 CA 
CAD045256187 LOCKHEED CALIF PLT 81 WASTE TREATMENT LOCKHEED MARTIN CORP y 1705 VICTORY PL BURBANK, CA 91504 . CA 
CAD009125535 LOCKHEED MISSILES & SPACE COMPANY INC. LOCKHEED-MARTIN MISSILES & SPACE COMPANY y 1111 LOCKHEED WAY SUNNYVALE, CA 94088 CA 
CAD0006260n LOS ANGELES COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMM LOS ANGELES CO AGRI COMM y 8841 E SLAUSON AVE PICO RIVERA, CA 90660 CA 
CAD008247629 LUBRICATION CO OF.AMERICA LUBRICATION CO OF AMERICA y 12500 LANG STATION RD CANYON COUNTRY, CA 91351 CA 
CAD008256208 LUMIDOR MFG CO LUMIDOR MFG CO N 4770 E 50TH ST LOS ANGELES, CA 90058 CA 
CAD051707818 MADERA GLASS CO MADERA GLASS CO y 24441 AVE 12 MADERA, CA 93637 CA 
CAD044696102 MARQUARDT CO THE MARQUARDT CO THE y 16555 SATICOY ST VAN NUYS, CA 91406 CA 
CAD059794974 MARTIN METAL FINISHING INC MARTIN METAL FINISHING INC y 12150 S ALAMEDA ST (SEE MAP) LYNWOOD, CA 90262 CA 
CAD05574m9 MARVIN ELECTRIC MFG CO INC MARVIN ELECTRIC MFG CO INC y 6100 S WILMINGTON AVE LOS ANGELES, CA 90001 CA 
CAD063914911 NALCO CHEM CO CARSON PLT NALCO CHEM CO CARSON PLT N 2111 E DOMINGUEZ CARSON, CA 908101087 CA 
CAD043651371 NCR CORPORATION NCR CORPORATION ENGINEERING AND MANUFACT N 16550 WEST BERNARDO DRIVE SAN DIEGO, CA 92127 CA 
CAD000051433 NEW UNITED MOTOR MFG. NEW UNITED MOTOR MFG y 45500 FREMONT BLVD. FREMONT, CA94538 CA 
CAD097030993 NI INDUSTRIES US FILTER RECOVERY SERVICES y 5375 S BOYLE AVE VERNON, CA 90058 CA 
CAD000627224 NORTHROP CORP AIRCRAFT DIV VOUGHT AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES INC N 640 ALASKA AVE TORRANCE, CA 90501 CA 
CAD000627398 NORTHROP CORP AIRCRAFT DIV NORTHROP CORPORATION AIRCRAFT DIVISION N 14525 OCEANGATE HAWTHORNE, CA 90250 CA 
CAD000627281 NORTHROP CORP AIRCRAFT DIV NORTHROP CORPORATION AIRCRAFT DIVISION N 2135 DOMINGUEZ AVENUE TORRANCE, C.A 90501 CA 
CAD980665582 NORTHROP CORP AIRCRAFT DIV BODY GLOVE INTERNATIONAL N 20700 DENKER AVE UNIT A TORRANCE, CA 905011923 CA 
CAD000627349 NORTHROP CORP AIRCRAFT DIV NORTHROP CORPORATION AIRCRAFT DIVISION N 2203 DOMINGUEZ AVENUE TORRANCE, CA 90501 CA 
CADOOB268302 NORTHROP CORP. AIRCRAFT NORTHROP AIRCRAFT EAST COMPLEX y 1 NORTHROP AVE HAWTHORNE, CA 9025032n CA 
CAD050806850 OIL PROCESS CO SAFETY KLEEN INC y 5756ALBAST LOS ANGELES, CA 90058 CA 
CAD009702564 OLIN CORP OLIN CORPORATION N BLDG 68 BENICIA INDUSTRIAL PK BENICIA, CA 94510 CA 
CAD009552944 OLIN HUNT SPECIAL TY PRODUCTS INC OLIN HUNT SPECIALTY PRODUCTS INC y 4265 CHARTER STREET LOS ANGELES, CA 90058 CA 
CAD009661844 OMEGA OIL HAZARDOUS TECHNOLOGIES INC y 2744 POMONA BLVD POMONA, CA 91768 CA 



EPA ID Number CERCLA Site Name 

CAT080033368 
CAD098240062 
CAD095894556 
CAD077966349 
CAT080011695 
CAD000626762 
CA0043260702 
CAD046589305 
CAD030835086 
CAD075275180 
CAD001425206 
CAD008364432 
CAD096238472 
CAD008371775 
CAT000613935 
CA0066177783 
CAT000613976 
CAT000613950 
CA0080916968 
CAT000613927 
CAT000613943 
CAT000613968 
CAD066113465 
CAD010917805 
CA0000775878 
CAD028260297 
CAD008362634 
CA0089730402 
CAT000614016 
CAD008488025 
CAT000626549 
CAT000611517 
CAD008314908 
CAT000625137 
CA0980883847 
CA0982049439 
CAD009214214 
CAD076306836 
CAT080031628 
CAD076243815 
CAD009220898 
CA0990833006 
CAT000646331 
CAT000646323 
CAD008334260 
CAD008325110 
CAT080033681 
CAD008324949 
CAD083822346 
CAT000646364 
CAT080010093 
CAD009230244 
CAD009448382 
CAD067652156 
CAD058231598 
Hl0000150680 
HIT160010021 
NVD008502890 
NV0980895338 
NVD062081500 
NV0981694540 

OPTICAL SCIENCE GROUP INC 
PACIFIC TREATMENT 
PACIFIC TREATMENT CORP 
PG & E, OIABLO CANYON POWER PLANT 
PG&E-PITTSBURG POWER PLANT 
PHYSICS INTERNATIONAL CO 
PILOT PETROLEUM CORP 
PLESSY ELECTRONIC/GEC MARCONI 
PPG INDUSTRIES INC WORKS 24 
RAILCHEM 
RAYTHEON ELECTROMAGNETIC SYST DIV 
RHO-CHEM CORP 
ROBBINS & MYERS, INC 
ROBERT MANUFACTURING CO 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-088-02 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-088-05 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-088-07 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-157-01 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-157-01 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-172-01 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-178-03 
SAFETY- KLEEN CORP 7-185-01 
SAFETY KLEEN CORP 7-015-01 
SAFETY SPECIALISTS INC 
SANTA BARBARA CO AGRI COMM 
SANTA BARBARA RESEARCH CENTER 
SIGNET ARMORLITE 
SIGNET OPTICAL CORP 
SIGNETICS CORP 
SO CA CHEM CO INC 
SOLAR TURBINES INC 
SOLAR TURBINES INT'L TURBOMACH DIV 
SOLAR TURBINES INTERNATIONAL 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO. 
SRI INTL CORRAL HOLLOW SITE 
STANDFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD UNIV-613 A1 
SYLVANIA SYSTEMS GROUP GTE PRODUCTS 
SYSTECH 
TELEDYNE CAST PRODUCTS 
TELEDYNE MCCORMICK SELPH 
TELEDYNE RELAYS 
TEXACO USA DIV TEXACO INC 
TEXACO USA DIV TEXACO INC 
THIOKOL/DYNACHEM CORP 
TRENT TUBE DIV FULLERTON 
TRIPLE J TREATMENT CENTER 
TRW INC 
UNITED STATES PRINTING INK CORP 
UNITED STATES PRINTING INK CORP 
UP JOHN COMPANY CPR DIV 
VAN WATERS & ROGERS DIV O UNIVAR 
VARIAN ASSOCIATES WALNUT CREEK DIV 
WEST COAST FL YING SERVICE 
XEROX CORP IRVINES CRC 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC CO HONOLULU GEN STE 
PEPPER INDUSTRIES INC 
ARCADIA AIR PRODUCTS 
ETICAM 
STAUFFER CHEM CO ICO 
SUN CHEM 

RCRA Site Name 

OPTICAL SCIENCES GROUP INC 
PACIFIC TREATMENT 
PACIFIC TREATMENT CORP 
PG&E OIABLO CANYON POWER PLANT 
PITTSBURG POWER PLANT 
PHYSICS INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
PORT OF REDWOOD CITY LB T 
GEC MARCONI ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 
PPG INDUSTRIES INC WORKS 24 
BURBANK TRANSIT CTR S PACIFIC 
RAYTHEON ELECTROMAGNETIC SYST DIV 
RHO CHEM CORP 
ROBBINS & MYERS, .INC. 
ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN CORP 7 088 05 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN CORP 7 178 03 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY KLEEN SYSTEMS INC 
SAFETY SPECIALISTS INC 
SANTA BARBARA CO AGRI COMM 
RAYTHEON SYSTEMS CO 
SIGNET ARMORLITE INC 
SIGNET OPTICAL CORPORATION 
SIGNETICS CORP 
PHIBRO TECH INC 
SOLAR TURBINES INC KEARNY MESA FAC 
SUNDSTRAND POWER SYSTEMS 
SOLAR TURBINES INTERNATIONAL 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS CO 
SRI INTL CORRAL HOLLOW SITE 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD UNIV-613A1 
GTE GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS CORP 
SYSTECH LOS ROBLES RESOURCE RECOVERY 
CONSOLIDATED FOUNDRIES POMONA 
TELEDYNE MCCORMICK SELPH 
TELEDYNE ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGIES RELAYS 
EQUILON ENTERPRISES LLC 
EQUILON ENTERPRISES LLC 
SHIPLEY COMPANY LL C 
TRENT TUBE DIV FULLERTON OPERATION 
DK ENVIRONMENTAL 
TRW INC 
UNITED STATES PRINTING INK CORP 
UNITED STATES PRINTING INK CORP 
UPJOHN COMPANY CPR DIVISION 
UNIVAR US A INC 
VARIANCSB 
WEST COAST FLYING SVC INC 
MALLINCKRODT MEDICAL 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC CO HONOLULU GEN STE 
PEPPER INDUSTRIES 
ARCADIA AIR PRODUCTS 
21ST CENTURY EMI DBA TRANSPORTER 
PIONEER AMERICAS L L C 
SUN CHEMICAL CORP 

CA Workload Address 

N 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 
y 
y 
N 
y 
y 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
y 
N 
y 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 
y 
y 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 
y 
N 
N 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 
N 
y 
N 
N 
y 
y 
y 
N 

1331 COMMERCE BLVD 
1668 NATIONAL AVENUE 
2190MAIN ST 
3890 AVILA BEACH OR, 9 Ml W OF 
696 W 10TH ST . 
3.2 MILES WEST 1580 CORRAL RO. 
475 SEAPORT BLVD . 
1370 SAN MARCOS BLVD 
25663 W AVENUE STANFORD 
201 N FRONT ST 
6380 HOLLISTER AVENUE 
425 ISISAVE 
2100 HUNTINGTON DRIVE 
10667 JERSEY BLVD 
2918 WORTHEN AVE 
3878 FLORIST A ST 
2120 S YALE ST 
2576 MERCANTILE DRIVE 
6306 FEDERAL BLVD 
7979 PALM AVE UNIT E 
5750 COMMERCE BLVD 
5050 SALIDA BLVD 
3561 S MAPLE ST 
3284 EDWARD AVENUE 
624 W FOSTER RO 
75 COROMAR OR B1B2B3B5 
1001 ARMORLITE OR 
4740 RUFFNER ST 
4130 SOUTH MARKET COURT 
8851 CICERO 
4200 RUFFIN RO. 
4400 RUFFIN RO 
2200 PACIFIC HWY 
8101 SOUTH ROSEMEAD BOULEVARD 
CORRAL HOLLOW RO 
ESF _ 480 OAK RO 
NEAR CORNER, CAMPUS OR/PANAMA 
100 FERGUSON DR 
COUNTY RD FIRST HUNDRED THIRTY 
4200W VALLEY BLVD 
3601 UNION RD 
12525 DAPHNE AVE 
23208 SOUTH ALAMEDA STREET .. ·. 
PIER B BERTH 84 
2631 MICHELLE DR ._ 
2100 E ORANGETHORPE AVENUE-
3650 EAST 26TH ST 
ONE SPACE PARK 
13710 BORATE STREET 
14485 GRIFFITH STREET 
555 ALASKA AVENUE 
1363 S BONNIE BEACH Pl 
2700 MITCHELL OR 
13-400 WEST FOURTEENTH AVE 
18691 JAMBOREE RO 
170 ALA MOANA BLVD. 
91-294 KAUHI ST 
160 160 WUNOTOO ROAD 
2095 NEWLAND$ OR E 
8000 LAKE MEAD OR 
7970 SECURITY CIRCLE 

City State 

PET ALUMA, CA 94952 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92113 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92113 CA 
AVILA BEACH, CA 93424 CA 
PITTSBURG, CA.94565 CA 
TRACY, CA 95376 CA 
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063 CA 
SAN MARCOS, CA 92069 CA 
VALENCIA, CA 91355 CA 
BURBANK, CA 91502 CA 
GOLETA, CA 93117 CA 
INGLEWOOO, CA 90301 CA 
FAIRFIELD, CA 94533 CA 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730 CA 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90039 CA 
LOS ALAMITOS, CA 90720 CA 
SANTAANA. CA 92704 CA 
RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 95742 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92114 CA 
HIGHLAND, CA 92346 CA 
ROHNERT PARK, CA 94928 CA 
SALIDA, CA 95368 CA 
FRESNO, CA 93725 CA 
SANT A CLARA, CA 95050 CA 
SANTA MARIA, CA 93455 CA 
GOLETA,CA93117 CA 
SAN MARCOS, CA 92069 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92111 CA 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95834 CA 
SANT A FE SPRINGS, CA 906700118 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 CA 
PICO RIVERA, CA 90660 CA 
TRACY, CA 95376 CA 
STANFORD, CA 943058007 CA 
STANFORD, CA 94305 CA 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94039 CA 
LEBEC, CA93243 · ·CA 

. POMONA, CA 917662348 CA 
HOLLISTER, CA 95023 CA 
HAWTHORNE, CA90250 CA 
CARSON, CA 90810 CA 
LONG BEACH, CA 90813 CA 
TUSTIN, CA 927807049 CA 
FULLERTON, CA 92834 CA 

· LOS ANGELES, CA 90023 CA 
REDONDO BEACH, CA 90278 CA 
SANT A FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 CA 
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94577 CA 
TORRANCE, CA 90503 CA 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90023 CA 
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598 CA 
BLYTHE, CA 92225 CA 
IRVINE, CA 92612 . CA 
HONOLULU, HI 96813 HI 
EWA BEACH, HI 96706 HI 
SPARKS, NV 89434 NV 
FERNLEY, NV 89408 NV 
HENDERSON, NV 890.15 NV 
RENO, NV 89506 NV 

' . 
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SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGtLES COUNTY 

Charles W. Carr.v, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
1955 Workman Mill Rnad, P.O. Box 4998, Whittier, California 90607 

INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT 

REQUIREMENT LIST 

Company Name: Grow Group, Inc. 

INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT NO: 11453 

DATE OF APPROVAL: January 27, 1989 

The above named company is required tn comply with all indicatPd it~ms on 
this list as a condition of the permit approval. Satisfactory evidence of 
compliance with.these conditions should be supplied tn thP. Sanitation 
Districts where requested. Satisfactorv evidence will consist of a minimum 
of written notification si~ned by a responsible comoanv official, and in 
some cases ma_v involve the submission of additional drawinqs ar,d data. 

1. CharactP.rization tests of the industrial wastewater must be oerformP.d 
at the intervals indicated on the Required Characterization Tests fom 
and reported on the enclosed Critical Parameter Report Form. All 
indicated analysP.s should be performed by a Sanitation Districts• 
apprnved laboratory. The certification section on thP. bar.k of the 
Critical Parameter Report Form must be completed and signed by a 
responsible company official. Revision of the Required 
Characterization Tests may be considered after initial analyses and 
upon written request with valid supporting information from the 
subject company. It is the responsibility of the subject company to 
report analyses of any other toxic materials shown in the Critical 
Parameter List, which are known tn be present in the wastewater. 

2. Waste haulers reports must be ~btainP.d and kept on file for a period of 
at least 180 days for any liquid wastes leaving the plant other than in 
th~ sewer system. These reports must bP. made available to 
representatives of the Sanitation Districts upon request. 

3. The proposed sample box is hereby designated as the legal samoli"g 
point for the subject company. The permitte~ is responsible for 
maintaining and cleaning the sampling point to prevent any build-uo of 
oil and grease, sediment or sludqe; failure to do so does not 
invalidate sampling test results. Analytical results from samples 
taken from this location acc"rdinq to accepted sampling prncP.dure shall 
be accepted as binding. Safe and convenient access to th@ sampling 
point must bP. provided for reprP.sentat1ves of the Sanitation Districts • 



' . -2-

4. Rainwater collected in containmP.nt areas must be discharged according 
to Sanitation Districts• Rainwater Polic_y, enclosed~ 

5. The pH of the wastewater must be maintained above 6.0 at all times. 
ThP. proposed automatic continuous pH recording instrument must be 
installed to monitor the pH of thP. wastewater discharge stream entering 
the public sewer. The probe for the pH instrument nust be located 
downstream of any pretreatment operations or of branches which may be a 
source of industrial wastewater. The pH equipment must bP. regularlv 
calibrated and maintained in good working order. At least 180 days of 
pH records must be fil@d at the discharge address and must b@ marle 
available for inspection by representatives nf the Sanitation Districts 
at any time during business hours. 

6. Numerical limits have been establishl!d by the Sanitation Districts for 
the maximum concentrations of heavy metals, and other toxic materials~ 
permissible in an industrial discharge to the public SP.Wers. The 
limits are those shown in the enclosed table of 11 Industrial Wastewater 
Effluent limitations. 11 The subject company is advised that any 
discharqe in excess of these limits requires correctiv@ action b~ the 
discharger. Penalties applicable to violations of these limits will 
be strictly enforced by the Sanitation Districts. 

7. All industrial wastewater dischar ed to the sewer must not contain over 
1sso vP.d sulfides. 

8. The pemitteP. shall preµare and maintain up to date an Ooeration and 
Maintenence Manual of the pretreatment syste~ for ready refP.rence and 
trouble-shooting by company employees and Sanitation Districts• 
representatives. Checklists for operation and maintenance for routin@ use 
should be devel.oped (The manual does n,:,t: need to be submitted for approval). 

9. The permittee must keep a loq book for all spills that must be made 
available to Districts' employP.es during business hnurs. The log book 
must contain the following information: 

1. Date and time of the spill. 
2. Name of material that was spilled. 
3. · Quantity {volume) of spfll. 
4. Cause of spill. 
5. Method cf disposal. 
6. Corrective action to prevent spills from renecurring. 

This log b~nk pertains to all materials remov@d from spill containment 
areas except for rainwater. 

10. Under nn cirr.Ul'!tstances shall process solution spills be discharged to 
the sP.wer. Unreclaimed or untre~ted procP.ss solution spills shall be 
hauled to a le~al disposal sitP.. 
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11. A n?.w permit application must be submitted wh~n there is a significant 
chanqe in wast~water quantity (25% or more) or qualitv from that qiven 
in the approved permit information. The comoleted application should 
be submitted to the local governmental acencv for initial processina 
nrior to Sanitation Districts' revie\'I. Aopr.ova1 must be obtained . 
prior to any construction of new facilities. 

12. The oennittee is required to notify the Sanitation Districts of any 
change in the status of the sub.iect facil itv, if ownership or operating 
responsibility changes, or if the industrial waste conn&etion is lP.gally 
abandoned. 

13. The Sanitation Districts must be notified in writing upon completion of 
the proposed sample box and pH monitoring system. Spill containment 
data must also be submitted once the volume of the spill containments 
have been determined. 

14. Information requested. or satisfactorv evidence of r.ompliance, must be 
submitted to the Sanitation Districts within 60 days to satisfy 
condition number 13 • 
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SA\.,JATION· DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELE-,.,J:OUNTY 
INDUSTRIAL WASTE SECTION 

REQUIRED WASTEWATER CHARACTERIZATION TESTS 
:=inn Name Grow Group, Inc. Permit No. ·---------------------- ----------11453 

2501 Malt Avenue ~ddress of Property Date January 27. 1989 ?roduc i ng Wastewater,,_ _________________ _ 

~ischarge Conmerce, CA 90040 842 _________________ S.I.C.No. __ 2 _____ _ 

Twice per year 1/ Fl 1 53 Milli Frequency of Analyses_________________ ow • on Gal/Yr 
The following analyses and flow measurements shall be reported at the indicated frequency to. 
the Sanitation Districts on the Districts• Critical Parameter Report Fonn (copy_attac:hed), 
.-1hich must be signed by an administrative officer of the company. Certain requested character
ization tests may be deleted from future reports, if it can be demonstrated in writ1ng·that .. 
they exist in very minute amounts in the wastewater and are not used in any processes which 
generate wastewater. · 

ldent. Test 3/ Ident. Test 3/ Code Code 

I 201 f Flow (Total) y 

! 202 j Flow (Peak} y 
I I 

I 
' i I ! 403 1coo . 
' 

I 151 Jss (Suspended Solids} I i 
I I 
I 101 pH i 
I 

' 
252 Sulfide - Dissolved 

408 Oil & Grease -
-· 

I 302 Chlorine Residual 

I I j 
• I 

1/ Companies required.to submit only annual characterization analysis data should submit it 
- directly to the Districts on July 1; companies required to submit data every 6 months should 

submit data on January 1, and July l; companies required to submit data every 3 months shoul( 
submit data on January l, April 1, July 1, and October 1. Required industrial wastewater 
characterization analysis data not received within 45 days of the required date will be con
sidered delinquent and a possible cause for revocation of the Industrial Wastewater Discharge 
Pennit. 

~, Total Flow and maximum 30-minute peak flow rate for the day when composite characterization 
- sample is taken. 
3/ It is the responsibility of the subject company to ·report analyses of any other to,tic: materi, 
- shown on the Critical Parameter Report Fann, which are known to be present in the wastewater • or may occur in the wastewater as a result of a process change. • * Grab samples should be acquired with precaution~ taken to 1~sure that volat1le constituent~ ........... -·---------...1 
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SANI~ION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELES ~UNTY 

TABLE OF SURCHARGE TEST FREQUENCY 

YEARLY CUMULATIVE FLOW Required Frequency of Tests for 
Surcharge Parameters 

Mil 1 ion Million (Critical Parameters A, B, C, D) 
Gallons Cubic Feet (Flow, Peak Flow, COD and Suspended Solids, 

Less than 6.0 Less than 0.80 0 y 

6.0 to 15.0 0.80 to 2.00 1 per 6 Months 

15.1 to 36.0 2.00 to 4.80 1 per 3 Months 

36.1 to 250 4.80 to 33.33 1 per Month 
-· 

Over 250 Over 33.33 1 per Week 

NOTES: . 

JI 
respt.) 

1.J Companies having peak flows of 100 gallons per minute or more or total flows of 
50,000 gallons per working day or more must provide a continuous automatic 
indicating, totalizing and recording or total industrial wastewater flows 
discharged. 

y Companies with cumulative yearly flows less than 6.0 million gallons may 
determine surcharge parameters for use in the 11 Long Form11 Surcharge Statement 
or may pay for discharge at the current flat rate charge per million gallons 
used in the "Short Form 11 Surcharge Statement and not test for surcharge 
parameters. At least two detenninations of the surcharge parameters must be 
made to furnish data for use in the "long Form11 Surcharge Statement. 



SANIWJON DISTRICTS PE Los Aooe es Crurry 
·, 

!NIIJSTRIAL WAS,TEWATER EfFLUENT LrMITAIICJiS 
FOR JQ1NT Om=& DISTRICTS 

PARNETER lNWSTRI~~TER 8=~ UMITATlaiS* E ~a.. Ia> 

. . - . 

CY~IIE ITT 10 . 
~IC 3 
fm1ILN 15 
0rotILN ITT 10 
UJPPER ]5 
LEAD 40 
1'ml.RY . 

2 
NICJ<EL ]2 
SILVER 5 
ZINC 25 

T °lftJI'EfTIFIABLE~ 

~ fssENTIALLY l«:N: 

T • Total 

* Maximum concentration at any time 
** Total Identifiable Chlorinated Hydrocarbons (TICH) comprise: Al-dfin and D1eldr1n . - · .Clw,ordane (cis & trans), trans-nonachlor, oxychlordane, heptachlor 

8-86 

and heptachlor epoxide DDT and derivatives: p,p' and o,p• isomers of DDT, DOD, ODE Endrin 
HCH: sum of d. 1 p, )'1 o isomers of hexach 1 orocyc 1 ohexane Toxaphene · Polychlorinated biphenyls 

. '•.' 
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~ 781 East Washington Boulnard • Los Angeles, California 90021 • (213) 749-341 I 

P.O. Box 880550, Huntet's Point Shipyard Blda. 114 •San Francisco. Califomil 94188 • (415) 822-8880 

3148 East La Palma Avenue • Anaheim, California 92806 • (714) 630-4910 

FOR: GROW GROUP INC., 
ATTN: MS. MARY LOU 
2501 MALT AVENUE 
CITY OF COMMERCE, CA 90040 

FILE NO: 70334 

LABORATORY NO: 596905 

MAY 3, 1988 

SAMPLE: P.O.# 00182 One sample of discharge water picked up by 
Smith-Emery Company Representative on 4/6/88 identified 
as wastewater after neutralization. Sample pulled 
4/5/88, Commerce. 

PROCEDURE: Standard Methods - A.P.H.A., 16th Edition 

TEST RESULTS: 

Chemical Oxygen Demand, mg/L 

Suspended Solids, mg/L 

Oil & Grease, mg/L 

pH, Units 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

SMITH-EMERY COMPANY 

.SEAN H. JENKINS 
LABORATORY SUPERVISOR 

730 

530 

30 

9.4 

"'-'- ·•-•n .... 1ua111n•• ,. • ., ... CON"OUITIA'- PIION■"n' ... CUSN'l'S. AUTMOIIIIATION .... PVN.IC&Tt- ... ou• ...... .,, co•C'-USIONS. •• ••· 

T■AC'l'S ................... TM■ II .. ···••v•• .......... ou• •• ,., ...... APPIIOYA'- ..... IIUTUA'- PltOTaCTI- TO C'-••·"· ., ... ~•'-IC ..... ou .. a1.v••· 
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Telepl .-

S!,JRCH ,RGE ACCOUNT NO. 

GROW GROUP , I NC • 

1213) 699-7411 / From Los Angeles (2131,·, 5217 
INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER 

CRITICAL PARAMETER REPORT FORM 
PERMIT NO. 

(Print) Name of Company Havln9 Wastewater Olscllar9e SIC Number(s) 
2501 MALT AVENUE, CITY OF COMMERCE, CA 90040 

(Print) Address of Wastewater Dlscllar9e 
.4/6/88 

(Print) Sample Date 

DAILY WATER USE FOR REPORTING PERIOD (GAU 

WASTEWATER FLOW (A,BI □ 
DETERMINED BY: DIRECT MEASUREMENT 

TYPE OF SAMPLE: ~ GRAB 

1/1/88 6/30/88 

Sample Point Location 
___ __,.to..,.....,...., __ 

Reporting Period 

AVG ____________ MAX. __________ _ 

0 METERED WATER SUPPLY 

0 TIME COMPOSITE 

0 ADJUSTED METERED WATER SUPPLY 

0 FLOW PROPORTIONED COMPOSITE 

CRITICAL PARAMETER VALUES 

IDENT. PARAMETER_!/ 2/ QUANTITY VALUES IDENT. PARAMETER ![ 2/ QUANTITY VALUES 
CODE CODE 

J/A WASTEWATER FLOW (Total) gals/day LL-370 RADIOACTIVITY (Alpha, Beta. pci/1 
371, Gamma) -
'17? 

}/8. WASTEWATER FLOW (Peak) galstmi. MM-111 TEMPERATURE DagrfflF 

C-403 COD A 730 mg.11 NN-104 COLOR Units 

0-151 SS (Suspended Solids) A 530 mg/1 00·253 THIOSULFATE (SI mt/1 

E-101 pH A 9.4 Unhs pp.703 CALCIUM mg/1 

F-155 TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS mg.11 QQ-704 MAGNESIUM mt/1. 

G-201 AMMONIA(NI mg.11 RR-719 POTASSIUM mg/1 

H-252 SULFIDE - DISSOLVED mg/1 SS-706 BARIUM mg/1 

1-206 CYANIDE mg/1 TT-204 NITRATE mt/1 

J-313 FLUORIDE mg/1 UU-301 CHLORIDE mg/1 

K-707 ALUMINUM - Total mg/1 VV-319 BROMIDE mg/1 

L-725 ANTIMONY - Total mg/1 WW-257 SULFATE mg/1-

M-705 ARSENIC - Total mg/1 XX-311 PHOSPHATE - ORTHO mg/1 

N-726 BERYLLIUM - Total mg/1 620 BENZENE IJ.g/1 

0-314 BORON - Total mg/1 604 CARBON TETRACHLORIDE /Jt/1 

P-708 CADMIUM - Total - mg/1 611 CHLOROBENZENE ,,..,, 
Q-709 CHROMIUM - Total mg/1 613 DICHLOROBENZENE P.t/1 

R-711 COBALT-Total mg/1 619 1, 2-DICHLOROETHANE l,lg/1 

S-712 COPPER - T.otal mg/1 603 1, 1, 1-TRICHLOROETHANE /Jg/1 

T-713 IRON-Total rng/1_ 657 2-CHLOROPHENOL JJ.g/1 _ 

U-714 LEAD-Total mg/1 658 2, 4-DICHLOROPHENOL JJ.g/1 

V-716 MAfl!GANESE - 'Total mg/1 663 PENTACHLOROPHENOL IJ.l/1 
W-717 MERCURY - To111I mg/1 864 2, 4, 6-TRICHOROPHENOL P.t/~ 

X-732 MOLYBDENUM - Total mgf1 602 CHLOROFORM JJ.g/1 

Y-718 NICKEL - Total ffll/1 628 2, 4-DIMETHYLPHENOL JJ.g/1 

Z-720 SELENIUM - Total rng/1 624 ETHYL BENZENE P,g/1 

AA-722 SILVER - Total mg/1 801 METHYLENE CHLORIDE /J.g/1 

BB-723 SODIUM - Total ""'' 607 TETRACHLOROETHYLENE /J.g/1 

CC-734' THALLIUM - Total mg.11 821 TOLUENE l't/1 

00-735 TIN-Total rngl1 606 TRICHLOROETHYLENE 1'9'1 

EE-738 TITANIUM - Total ""'' 525 HCH CTotaU IJ.g/1 

FF-724 ZINC-Total - rngl1 630 CHLORDANE ( Total) IJ.g/1 

GG-408 OIL A GREASE A 30 mg.11 507 DDT (Total) P.t/1 

HH-312 PHENOLS ""'' 521 PCBs (Total) p.g/1 

11-315 SURFACTANTS IMBASt mg/1 512 ALDRIN JJ.g/1 

316 NONIONIC SURFACTANTSINID) mg/1 514 ENDRIN IJ.g/1 

1 / Report all crltlcal paramatan required by the Sanitation Distrlctl and any other crltlcal parameter known to be present In the wastewater. Those parameters 
- required by the Dl1tric11 but knOWfl to be absent from the Wltlltwatar may be reported by placing tha word absent In thtl appropriate space. Test procedura 

must be In accordance with procedures contained In the current edition of STANDARD METHODS, If applicable, Tatt procaduras for priority organics must 
be run In accordance with the appropriate EPA method. 

21 If valun are obtained by measurements or analyses write A In this column. Analysis ,relues must be determined, using representative 24-houf composite 
- AIT'4>1ft Cunlesl the paramet• ii Identified by footnote 4/t, by a State Certified or Districts Approved Labofatory. If valuas are obtained by estimate. -It• 

E in this 4':0lumn. Estimated values are acceptable for new plants only. 
3/ Repcwt flow ratfl for samplint day. 
4/ Grab samples should be acquired with precautions taken to Insure that volatile constituents are pr .. rved. 



OTHER CRITICAL PARAMETERS 

IOENT. l.l QUANTITY VALUES 
IOENT. 

PARAMETER 
CODE 

PARAMETER CODE JI QUANTITY VALUE~ 

_, 

i- . 
,c -

. 
. .-

. 

. 

SMITH-EMERY CO., 781 E.WASHINGTON BLVD., L.A.,CA 90012 (213) 749-3411 
(PRINT) Nam• and Address of Laboratory Prep1rln9 Analyses 

SAME 

(PRINT) Name and Address of Company Collectln9 Wastewater Sample 

CERTIFICATION BY PERMITTEE 

I certify, under the penalty of perjury, that I have personally examined, and am familiar with, all of the information In this Critical 

Parameter Report. Based upon my inquiry of those persons immediately responsible for obtaining the information contained in this Report, 

I believe that the information is a true and correct representation of the wastewater discharged from the stated discharge point.· 

Signature of rtsPOnslble company official: ______________________ _ 

Print name of official: 

Title of person certifying report: ____________________ _ 

l'leass 11.1bmit this repott to: . 

INDUSTRIAL WASTE SECTION 
Sanitation Distrdts of Los Angeles County 

P.O. Box 4998 
Whittier, CA 90607 

Date ________ _ 



...... 
Grow Group, Inc. 

760 S. Vail Avenue Telephone (213) 724-6530 
Montebello, California Ptofassional and Household 
90640 Products Division 

May 13, 1987 

County Sanitation Districts of 
Los Angeles County 

P.O. Box 4998 
Whittier, CA 90607 

Attention: Industrial Waste Section 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find three copies of our Critical Parameter 
Report for Grow Group, Inc., City of Ceilif8~ce Plant, 
Permit 12627. 

Thank you for your attention t~ this amtter • 

MTG/sy 

Enclosures 

.. 

cc: Marilou Capalongan 

Sincerely, 

~R. 
Michael T. ldstein.-~ 
Technica1 Director 

; 

I 
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, . ;11:j\ ;..,. ', \..:.I.)/ (J;;J;;J·/-. I I I f I UIII ._u. M.11!,jO,I<:) \.C:. I, ;;J•;,,>4" 

. INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER ! ·~. 

SURC:HARGE ACCOUNT NO. 
- CRITICAL PARAMETER REPORT FOR~~ 

GROW GROUP. I NC. 
(Print) N•m• of Comp•ny H•vint W•stew•te, Oiscn.,,e 

2501 MALT AVcN..E., CITY OF COMMERCE, CA 90040 

PERMIT NO. 

SIC Numtier(s) 

1/1/87 to6/30/87 
. Reporting PerlOCS 

DAILY WATER USE FOR AEPORTJNG PERJOO IGAU 

WASTEWATER FLOW CA.BJ □ 

AVG, ________ _.;. ___ . MAX. __________ _ 

DETERMINED BY: DIRECT MEASUREMENT □ METERED WATER SUPPLY 

0 TIME COMPOSITE 

0 ADJUSTED METERED WATER SUPP 

0 FLOW PROPORnONEO COMPOSITE TYPE OF SAMPLE: Oil GRAB 

CRITICAL PARAMETER VALUES 
.•. 

IDENT. PARAMETER_!/ 2/ QUANnTY VALUES IDENT. PARAMETER y_ !! OUANnTYVALL 
CODE CODE 

J/A WASTEWATER FLOW CToal) gals/day LL-370 RADIOACTIVITY (Alpha. Bera. ► . . ?~· . Gamma) 

111a . WASTEWATER FLOW (Ptak) gals/ml. MM-111 TEMPERATURE Degret 

C,,403 COD A 9900. mg/1 N~104 COLOR u 
D-151 SS (Suspended Solids) A 570. mg/1 00-253 THIOSULFATE (S) rr 

E0 101 pH A 8.2 Units PP-703 CALCIUM rr . 
F-155 TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS mg/1 QQ-704 MAGNESIUM rr. 

G-201 AMMONIA (NI mg/1 RR-719 POTASSIUM rr 

H-252 SULFIDE - DISSOLVED mg/1 SS-706 BARIUM IT 

1-206 CYANIDE mg/1 TT•204 NITRATE rr 

.J.313 FLUORIDE mg/1 UU•301 CHLORIDE IT 

IC-707 ALUMINUM - Total mg/1 VV-319 BROMIDE IT 

L-725 ANTIMONY - Total mg/1 WW-257 SULFATE -rr 

M-705 ARSENIC - Total mg/1 XX-311 PHOSPHATE - ORTHO r, 

N-726 BERYLLIUM - Total mg/1 620 BENZENE J.. 

0-314 BORON - Total mg/1 604 CARBON TETRACHLORIDE J. 

p.709 CADMIUM - Total mg/1 611 CHLOR08ENZENE J 

0-709 CHROMIUM - Tot.al mg/1 613 DICHLOROBENZENE J.. 

R-711 COBALT-Total mg/1 619 1. 2-0ICHLOROETHANE J 

S-712 COPPER - Total mg/1 603 1, 1, 1-TRICHLOROETHANE J.. 

1 T-713 IRON-Total mg/1 657 2-CHLOROPHENOL J. 

U.714 LEAD-Toail mg/1 6sa- "· 2: 4-DIC>tt.OROPRENOL J 

V•716 MANGANESE - Total mg/1 663 PENTACHLOROPHENOL J.. 

w.111 MERCURY - Total mg/1 664 2. 4, 6-TRICHOROPHENOL .J 

X•732 MOLYBDENUM- Total mg/1 602 CHLOROFORM J 

V-718 NICKEL - Total · .. . . -~ mg/1 626 2, 4-0IMETHYLPHENOL. -· .. . . J 

z.720 SELENIUM - Total : mg/1 624 ETHYL BENZENE J 

AA•722 SILVER -Total mg/1 601 METHYLENE CHLORIDE J 

• BB-723. SODIUM - Total 
. 

I 
_...,,, 607 . TETRACHLOROETHYLENE .. I 

CC-734 THALLIUM -Total mg/1 621 TOLUENE . I 

I DD-735 TIN-Total mg/1 606 TRICHLOROETHYLENE ' 
EE-736 TITANIUM - Toal mg/1 525 HCH (Total) I 

FF 0724 ZINC-Total mg/1 530 CHLORDANE I Total) J 

GG-408 OIL& GREASE A 20. ang/1 507 DDT (TotalJ ' 
HH-312 PHENOLS mg/1 521 PCBs (TotaU 

. 
' . 

11-315 SURFACTANTS IMBAS) mg/1 512 ALDRIN j 

316 NONIONIC SURFACTANTSINIDI mg/1 514 ENDRIN i 

If Report all critical parameters required by the Sanitation Districts and any other critical parameter known to be present In the wastewater. Those parame• 

• - required by the Districts but know11 to be absent from the wastewater may be reported by placing the word absent in the app,opriate space. Test proc:edu 

must be in accordance with procedures contained in the current edition of ST AN DARO METHODS. it applicable. Test proadwes for prioriiy organics m 

be run In accordance with the appropri1te EPA method. - • • 

21 If valun are obtained by measuremenu or analyses write A in this column. Analysis Yllues must be determined. using rep,esentatiw 24-hour compo, 

- sarnoles (ut1less the parameter is identified by footnote ~II. by • s~ate Certified or Districts App,-.ct uborato,y. If values a,e obt•ined by es1irnare. w, 

': .,, ~h,"I -:o!\1:->n. E.~irrat":d -,31,.u art 1::,0~1:·, •c.r n~N pla•:s or. v. 



' 

--:-,,--.. rr.- - /''• . ,·· ,,, -.:-10!::NT. 
PARAMETER ~ QUANTITY VALUES 

IOENT. 
QUANTITY VF-COOE COOE ·,,w•"..,AMETER . ll 

.. 

. 

. 
. 

. 

-· . ___ ... . . ·--· ... ... . . 
SMITH-EMERY COMPANY, 781 E .. WASHINGTON BLVD., LOS ANGELES~ CA 90021 (213) 749-341.1 . 

(PRINT) N•m• •nd Address of Laboratory Preparing An•lyses 

DISCHARGER 
(PRINT) N•m• and Addr1:n of Company Collectlng \Y,11tew1ter Sample 

CERTIFICATION BY PERMITTEE 

I certify.- under the penalty of perjury, that I have personally examined, and am familiar with, all of the information in thh Ctit Parameter Report. Based upon my inquiry of those persons immediately responsible for obtaining the information contained In this Rep I believe that the information is a true and correct representation of the wastewater discharged from the stated discharge point. :. : 

Sia••.!"'" of responsible~- offlcio'l::11), .J.c_Q ±-· >;&,e.~ 

Print name of official: MICHAEL T~ GOLDSTEIN 

Title of person certifying report: ___ T:..:E:.:C;.:.;H:.::.N:..:I:..:C:::.:A:..:.L=---=D-=I:..:.R:.::E~C=-T~O=R.__ ____ _ 

· Plea~ submit this report to: 

INDUSTRIAL WASTE SECTION 
Sanitation Distrcits of Los Angeles County 

P.O. Box 4998 
Whittier. CA 90607 

i 
I 
t 
I 

i 
• I 

- Date ___ ·s ..... / ... 1 __ 3· ..... / __ 8 __ 7_ 

., 

. ;. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This closure plan has been developed to meet the California 

Department of Heal th service's closure requirements for Grow 

Group's Commerce f ac i 1 i ty. Notwithstanding Grow Group's 

continuing position that it is a "generator only", the plan 

specifies those steps necessary to close hazardous waste 

management (HMUs) in accordance with Title 22 of the California 

Code of Regulations (Sections 67210 through 67220) as applicable 

to interim status facilities. Since Grow Group, Inc. will 

continue manufacturing operations under the "generator-only" 

status requirements following closure, many of the HMUs will 

remain in use for the same purposes, albeit under 

"generator-only" requirements. Therefore, in designing the 

closure activities presented in this plan, the primary focus has 

been to ensure that there is no contamination to surface or 

subsurface areas from HMUs and that no post closure care, 

maintenance, and/or control will be required. 



2.0 FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

2.1 General Facility Information 

The Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) facility, located at 2425-2501 Malt 

Avenue in the City of Commerce, is in a heavily industrialized area 

of Los Angeles County (see Diagram l). swimming pool maintenance 

chemicals, bleach, and related items are produced at the facility. 

The roughly 11 acre site is leased by GGI and houses five 

buildings. various inorganic chemical products are manufactured, 

packaged, and warehoused at the Commerce facility. Processing 

activities consist primarily of: l) repackaging products into 

various size containers; 2) forming dry materials into specific 

shapes; and 3) molding polyethylene resin into containers. Bleach 

production is the only true chemical manufacturing process. 

Composition of the final products (and any waste materials) are 

identical or nearly identical to that of the raw materials. 

Raw materials arrive at the facility by truck and railcar. 

Liquid materials are transferred by pump into storage tanks. Dry 

materials are shipped in fiberboard drums, plastic drums, and 

meshed nylon sacks and stored in various warehousing areas. The 

majority of the raw materials are processed into bleaches and 

cleaners for both household and commercial/ industrial use; swimming 

pool maintenance chemicals, such as dry and liquid chlorinators; 

and plastic containers for the previously mentioned· products. 

Finished products are stored on-si-te for distribution to retailers 

and wholesalers. Additionally, some products produced at other GGI 

facilities are stored at the Commerce facility for eventual 

distribution. 

Various maintenance activities take place at the facility. 

These include the servicing of the molding.and pressing machines; 

forklift and vehicle maintenance; and building and grounds upkeep. 

- 2 -
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As noted above, there are five buildings on-site. For ease 
of discussion, these are identified as follows: 
o Building 1 - business office/administration 
o Building 2 - vehicle truck maintenance shop and warehousing 
o Building 3 - hazardous waste storage 
o Building 4 - liquid/dry product manufacturing and warehousing 
o Building 5 - warehousing of packaging components 
These buildings and the general facility layout and orientation are 
depicted on the Site Plan (Diagram 2). 

2.2 Site History 

GGI acquired the operations in 1986 from the Georgia-Pacific 
corporation (GP). In addition to those products currently produced 
by GGI, GP formerly manfactured antifreeze. Antifreeze production 
was discontinued in 1987. The antifreeze was manufactured in the 
outdoor aboveground tank farm located at the northwest corner of 
Building 2B. Most of the tanks contained ethylene glycol; however, 
phosphoric acid, sodium borate, and sodium mercaptobenzyothiazole 
were also stored. The operation is currently idle and all the 
tanks are inactive. 

Records indicate that a Part A application was filed by GP 
with the EPA on November 11, 1980. Three processes were identified 
in the application and consist of: treatment of corrosive wastes 
in a11 µnderground sump: storage of 3,600 gallons of sol vents, 
ignitable and reactive wastes in containers: and storage of an 
unknown waste in a tank adjacent to the cooling tower. 

Neutralization of waste bleach or corrosives no longer occurs 
in the underground sump identified in GP's Part A. Now, the sump 
is used as a surge/collection tank before the wastes are 
transferred to an aboveground tank for neutralization. Hazardous 
wastes in containers are currently not stored in the area depicted 
on GP's Part A diagram. Heat exchanger units now occupy the area. 
The tank shown next to the cooling tower on GP's Part A diagram no 
longer exists. An aboveground oil/water separator tank currently 
is located in the same area. 

- 3 -



2.3 Current Operational HMUs 

There are three basic HMU operations currently conducted at 
the facility, as defined by The State of California. These are: 
1) separation of waste oils from water in two above ground tanks: 
2) elementary neutralization of waste sodium hypochlorite (bleach), 
sodium hydroxide (caustic tank bottoms) and muriatic acid in 
aboveground tanks before discharge to an industrial sewer system: 
and 3) storage of more than s,ooo gallons of hazardous wastes in 
tanks at any one time. 

2.4 Description of HMUs 

For purpose of this closure plan, HMUs will be those hazardous 
material and waste storage areas, tanks, containers, equipment and 
associated piping, valves and meters which are or were operated in 
a manner in which the California Department of Health Services 
views as inconsistent with generator-only status. These units 
include: drums, buckets or any container holding a hazardous waste 
or hazardous material residue for greater than 90 days: tanks used 
to store hazardous waste for greater than 90 days or, in 
combination with other waste tanks, store more than 5,000 gallons 

associated equipment used to treat 
which show signs of hazardous 

at any one time: tanks and 
hazardous waste: and areas 
material/waste spillage or leakage. 

Twenty-five HMUs have been identified at the site. Table 1 
lists the HMUs along with a brief description and a location 
reference. Diagram 2 depicts the location of the HMUs. 

- 4 -



T@le 1 

HAZARDOUS WASTB MANAGBMBN'l' UNITS/AREAS 

Grow Group, Inc. commerce Facility 

Description 
Current or Former 

contents 

ABOVEGROtJNt> TANKS - Treatment/Storage 

1,000 gal steel tank waste motor oil 

1,500 gal steel tank oily water 

1,000 gal polypropylene tank waste hydraulic 

*6,000 gal polyolefin tank (22) *TCI,DCI,CH & LH 
neutralization 

6,000 gal polyolefin tank (23) NaOH & NaOCl 
neutralization 

2,000 gal polyolefin tank (24) Weak wash NaOCl 
storage 

oil 

2,000 gal steel tank (25) NaOH sludge,•NazS 
storage 

2,000 gal polyolefin tank (2) weak wash HCl 
storage 

SUMPS - Collection 

Location 
Reference 

Nnmher 

1/ 

2 
/ 

3 ✓ 

4 ✓ 

5 

6 

7 

8 
, 

·+ 

*3,200 gal concrete sump steam cleaning runoff 9/ 

1,600 gal concrete sump storage area runoff 10 ✓ 

350 gal concrete sump HCl & *H2S04 solutions 11 ✓ 

1,120 gal concrete sump NaOCl & NaOH solutions 12 ✓ ' ' ~,.. 

3,400 gal concrete sump NaOCl solutions 13 ✓ _) 

CONTAINER STQRAGB/AREAS 

Empty & full drum storage 

Drum storage 

*Drum storage 

HCl, NaOH and others 

TCI, DCI, CH and LH 

•waste hydraulic oil 

14 / 

," 15 ✓ 

16 ,,r 



Table 1 c cont, > 

HAZARDOUS WASTB MANAGEMENT UNITS/AREAS 

Grow Group, Inc. commerce Facility 

Description 

*Drum storage 

*Drum storage 

Current or Former 
contents 

LOcation 
Reference 

Number 

various unknown GP wastes 17v' 

*TCI & DCI, etc. 18/ 

CONTAINMENT AREAS 

Containment area 

Containment area 

*Containment area 

Containment area 

Containment area 

*Containment area 

containment area 

* denotes former use/storage 
TCI = trichloroisocyanuric acid 
DCI = dichloroisocyanurate 
CH = calcium hypochlorite 
LH = lithium hypochlorite 
NaOCl = sodium hypochlorite 
NaOH = sodium hydroxide 
H2S04 = sulfuric acid 
Na2S = sodium sulfite 
HCl = muriatic acid 

waste oil tank 

empty drum storage 

various GP waste storage 

treatment tanks 

muriatic acid tank 

•waste hydraulic oil 

waste hydraulic oil 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 
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2.4.1 waste Motor Oil/Water Separator Tank. Oily Water Storage 
Tank. steam Cleaning Collection sump. and Surrounding 
containment Area (Location Reference Numbers 1.2.9 and A) 

This area generally abuts the southern corner of Building 2B. 
Vehicle maintenance activities take place inside the building. 
Waste motor oil and occasionally other oils from company vehicles 
and fork lifts are collected in a trough and are piped to the waste 
oil tank outside the building. Radiator and coolant system change
out water was collected in the same system. As the water portion 
separates from the oil, it is bled off into the oily water t~nk. 
The asphalt nearest the building has some oily residue. 

In the past, company vehicles were steam cleaned and the 
runoff washed into a sump. This sump is to be removed along with 
all other larger sumps at the site (See Attachment A). 

2. 4. 2 Waste Hydraulic Oil/Water Separator Tank (Location Reference 
Numbers 3 & G) 

Waste hydraulic and associated oils are generated from change
outs and occasional leakage from the blow molding machines inside 
the northwestern area of Building 4B. cooling water and mop water 
also enters the same system where the oil/water combination is 
piped to a sump outside of the building and next to an oil/water 
separat9r. As the water separates from the oil it is discharged 
to a drain for eventual discharge to the sewer. Within 90 days 
from initial accumulation the oil is transported off site for 
recycling or disposal. 

The oil/water separation system rests on a concrete slab 
enclosed by a six to eight inch high concrete curb. Blow down 
water from cooling tower, rainwater and occasional oil/water from 
the separation tank collects within this containment area, then 
drains to the sewer system. The pumping and associated piping are 
located aboveground while the floor sump drain pipes are below 
ground. 

- 5 -



2.4.J Former Trichloroisocyanuric Acid. sodium 
oichloroisocyanurate. Lithium and calcium Hypochlorite 
Neutralization Tank <Location References Number 4l 

Solid wastes as listed above were formerly dissolved and 
neutralized in tank #22 which abuts the southern corner of Building 
4C. This process has been discontinued. 

2.4.4 Muriatic Acid storage Tank {Location Reference Number 
a & E) 

Weak wash muriatic acid is produced from bottle filling 
operations. Acid wash is collected by a floor sump in the acid 
bottle filling room. The room floor is covered with fiber glass 
for corrosion prevention. Collected acid wash is pumped into 
an adjacent above ground tank for storage. A secondary containment 
surrounding the tank consists of a six feet high concrete block 
wall to all sides and a concrete floor. 

2. 4. 5 Acid/Caustic storage Tanks and Neutralization Tank {Location 
Reference Number 5.6.7 and Pl 

Tanks 23, 24 and 25 are provided with a containment area 
consisting of a concrete flood slab, a six inch high contiguous 
concr~t~ curbing to three sides and concrete block building wall 
to the fourth side. The containment surface area is approximately 
450 square feet. Most piping is constructed of PVC and located 
above ground in the containment area. 

surface liquids are directed to a small subsurface sump in the 
south corner of the containment area. Surrounding Tank 22 and the 
containment for Tanks 23, 24 and 25 is· a secondary concrete 
containment slab of an approximate 2000 square feet area. The slab 
is sloped towards the middle of the structure from the west and 
east sides. A depression along the center of the slab collects any 
liquids. 

- 6 -



2.4.6 Waste Bleach. Mop Water. Transfer Port Acid/Base Spillage 
Drains and Sumps (Location Reference Numbers 11 1 12 and 13) 

These drains and three sumps are located to the east of 
Building 4C. Waste liquids collect here before being transferred 
to Tank 23 for neutralization. The concrete sumps are used to 
collect rainwater, rinse water, caustic, bleach and acid spills 
from production and maintenance areas. 

2.4.7 container Storage Areas (Location Reference Numbers 
14,15,16,17,18,B.C & F) 

Two hazardous material/waste container storage areas are 
presently used while three additional areas were previously used. 
Empty and full containers of caustic and acid products are stored 
on pallets abutting the north side of building 2A. This asphalt 
covered area covers approximately 1,800 square feet and is sloped 
in a slight grade to the north (away from the building) where it 
meets a concrete containment surface slab. Liquids from rainfall 
or spills flow to the concrete slab center (the lowest gradient 
point). 

Dry wastes produced from the trichloroisocyanuric acid tablet 
pressing operations, and lithium and calcium hypochlorite, sodium 
bisulfate and cyanuric acid packaging operations, are stored in 
containers on wooden pallets in Building 3. The building is open 
to the north and the approximately 1,200 square foot concrete slab 
floor gently slopes toward the north for drainage to the asphalt 
parking area. 

Waste hydraulic oils were formally stored in 55-gallon 
containers on wooden pallets south of Buildings 5. The concrete 
paved surface area is graded south to direct rainwater to the 
center of the area between Buildings 4B and 5. A six inch high 
concrete curb is situated between the former drum storage and 
Building 5. The former drum storage area contains approximately 
1000 square feet. 
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GP identified a former containment area in its Part A 

application which was located on the south side of Building 4C. 

According to the application, this area was used to store 

containerized wastes. The area consists of a concrete floor slab 

sloped to a sump in the center with a concrete curb (approximately 

six inches in height) along the perimeter. The area contains 

approximately 600 square feet and is covered by a steel roof. 

Trichloroisocyanuric acid, sodium dichloroisocyanurate, soda 

ash and small quantities of other material were formerly stored in 

drums inside Building 5. The containers were removed in 1988 and 

packaging materials are now stored in the building. The building 

contains approximately 17,000 square feet of storage area. The 

building is erected on a flat concrete slab and has a steel roof, 

three corrugated walls with the remaining side covered by tarps. 

2.5 Maximum Waste Inventory 

For purpose of this closure plan, the maximum waste volume 

which can be accumulated onsite at any one time by the previously 

described waste management and storage tanks (assuming all units 

were full) is 31,170 gallons of liquid. This volume includes the 

contents of the tanks and sumps listed in Table 1. It is estimated 

that ancillary piping/equipment associated with these units can 

store an additional 600 gallons of liquids. These volume 

estimates do not account for storage of hazardous. wastes in 

containers. It is anticipated that no greater than ten cubic 

yards of solid wastes will be stored in containers on-site at any 

one time. 
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3.0 CLOSURE PROCEDURES 

The closure procedures described herein are designed to 

identify past or present contamination of equipment, structures 

and the environment; abate such contamination so as to minimize or 

eliminate threats to human health and the environment; and prevent 

the escape of hazardous wastes to the ground, surface waters and 

atmosphere after closure. 

GGI will achieve closure by removing hazardous waste residuals 

and decontaminating those identified waste management units and 

areas. Unit or area sampling and analytical testing will follow 

removal/decontamination procedures to assure that closure 

activities were effective and successful. 

3.1 Closure of Aboveground Tank HMUs 

3.1.1 Field Activities 

Eight aboveground tanks and equipment will require closure. 

All of these tanks will, however, continue to operate following 

closure and will contain essentially the same materials. These 

HMUs will require only outer surface decontamination. The 

containment and surrounding areas will also be decontaminated, as 

well as characterized for potential contamination. During 

decontamination activities, flow of aqueous materials will be 

discontinued, valves closed, tank openings sealed and area access 

restricted. 

Decontamination operations will consist of steam cleaning the 

exterior surfaces of all tanks, pipes, equipment, building and 

containment area surfaces three times. Steam cleaning is 

effective for surface decontamination since steam can physically 

remove and react with contaminants. Additionally, most chemical 

constituents which are being removed from the site uni ts are 

relatively soluble in water, and increasingly soluble in heated 

water. The pressure and temperature gradients can be easily 

changed to provide greater cleansing capabilities, if it is 
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identified that initial efforts were insufficient. Absorbent and 
neutralizing materials, e.g., vermiculite and soda ash, will be 
readily available in case of spillage, uncontrollable rinse water 
release or if corrosive conditions exist. 

Decontamination will be performed on tanks and equipment by 
steam cleaning the outer surfaces beginning from the top of each 
tank and working downward. Upon completion of the tanks, building 
or foundation walls will be cleaned in the same manner. Residual 
waters from the process will be collected in the secondary 
containment area, then pumped into tank #23. 

The containment area decontamination activities will proceed 
by steam cleaning the area which is upgradient to surface flow 
direction and moving towards the final collection area. A sump 
pump will be installed in the containment area so that overflowing 
is prevented. Plastic lining will be placed on surfaces 
immediately surrounding the units or areas to prevent potential 
contamination of them. Rinse waters will be pumped directly into 
Tank 23 (if easily accessible) or into suitable 55-gallon drums 
prior to transfer to Tank 23. 

3.1.2 sampling and Analytical Methodology 

Rinse water samples will be collected from the rinse water 
holding tank following the third steam cleaning of each unit and 
area._ Qne representative sample from each unit/area will be placed 
in a glass jar, sealed, labelled, stored in a secured ice chest and 
delivered to a State certified laboratory. Analytical tests to be 
performed on each sample are presented in Table 2. Analytical 
tests are based upon chemical constituents presently or formerly 
stored in the unit/area, as indicated in Table 1. 

3.2 Closure of Sump HMUs 

Five larger sumps are located on site. These sumps are 
constructed of cement and were designed to collect wastewaters 
produced from drum cleaning and steam cleaning activities, 
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TABLE 2 
SAMPLING PROTOCOL AND METHODOLOGIES 

LOCATION 
REFERENCE NUMBER 
(SEE DIAGRAM 2) 

1 and 2 
A 
3 and G 
G 
4 and D 

D 

5,6,7 
8 and E 

E 
9-13 
14 and 
15 

16 and 
17 and 

18 

B 

F 
C 

Background 

Methods 

SAMPLE TYPE 

Rinse Water 
Soil 
Rinse Water 
Soil 
Rinse Water 

Soil 

Rinse Water 
Rinse Water 

Soil 
See Attachment A 
Soil 
Soil 

Soil 
Soil 

Soil 

Soil 

418.l = petroleum hydrocarbons 

NUMBER 
OP SAMPLES 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

4 

1 
1 

2 

2 
2 

2 
2 

4 

1 

8010 = halogenated volatile organic hydrocarbons 
330.2 = total chlorine content 
CAM BIOASSAY = 96 hour fish toxicity 
Reac. = Reactivity 
* Dependent upon total chlorine content 

EPA 
ANALYTICAL 
METHOD 

418.1,8010 
418.1,8010 
418.1 
418.1,8010 
pH, 330. 2 
*CAM 
Bioassay 
pH, 330.2 
*CAM 
Bioassay 
pH, 330. 2 
pH, 330.2 
*CAM 
Bioassay 
pH, 330. 2 

pH, 3 30. 2, 
pH, 330. 2 
& 8010 
418.l 
pH and 
330.2 
pH, 330. 2, 
8010, 
Reac. & 
*CAM 
Bioassary 

330.2, pH 



production line washwater and rainwater runoff. As approved by the 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, these tanks will be 
closed in place (See Attachment A). All applicable DPW directives 
will be followed. 

3.3 Closure of Drum Storage/Containment Areas 

3.3.l Field Activities 

soil samples will be collected from the identified 
storage/containment HMUs. Soil borings will be completed with a 
stainless steel hand auger after the concrete or asphalt has been 
cut away. The samples will be collected between three and six feet 
below grade, depending on the type of soil encountered. The soils 
are believed to be largely silty sands. 

Upon retrieval from the sampler, the soil will be compacted 
into 250 milliliter sample jars with TeflonR cap liners. The 
sample jars will be labeled with identifying information, sealed 
with plastic tape, further sealed in zip-lock plastic bags, and 
placed on ice in a secure ice chest. All sampling equipment will 
be thoroughly cleaned and decontaminated before sample collection. 
Decontamination will consist of a tap water rinse, a thorough 
scrubbing with tap water and trisodium phosphate (TSP) detergent, 
a second tap water rinse, and a final rinse with distilled water. 
Bore holes will be backfilled with the cuttings and packed with a 
concrete or asphalt patching material. 

3.3.2 Salt\'Dling and Analytical Methodology 

The number of soil samples and- analytical tests to be 
performed on each sample is presented in Table 2. All soil samples 
will be collected, stored, and transported in accordance with EPA 
guidelines. The samples will be delivered to a laboratory 
certified by the State of California Department of Health services 
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for hazardous waste analyses. Chain-of-custody procedures will be 

followed throughout the process. 

The following criteria was utilized to select the number of soil 

sampling points and their distribution in the containment/storage 

areas. 

1) At a minimum two soil sampling points will be selected 

for each containment/storage area included in the closure 

activity. If an area is irregularly shaped, e.g. L

shaped, entails an area which is significantly larger 

than other areas, or had a known spill or incident, the 

number of samples will be increased. 

2) If the subject containment area is graded, the designated 

number of sample points will be evenly distributed along 

the lowest plane. 

3) If the subject containment area is level the designated 

number of sample points will be evenly spaced in the 

containment area. 

If potential soil contamination is identified, additional samples 

will be obtained upon approval by the OHS. 

EPA analytical methods appropriate for the suspected contaminants 

will be utilized on the above samples. The following is a list 

of the analyses which will be used, as they appear in Table 2, 

along with a brief discussion explaining the intended purpose of 

such analyses: 

o 418 .1 Petroleum Hydrocarbons - This analysis will 

detect heavy hydrocarbons ranging from Cl2 to C30 on a 

cumulative basis. It will assist in characterizing soils 

which could potentially contain waste oils including 

hydraulic fluids and motor oils. 

- 12 -



o EPA Method 8010 - This analysis will detect Purgeable 
and halogenated volatile hydrocarbons ranging generally 
up to Cl2. This would include chlorinated solvents. 

o EPA Method 330.2 - This analysis along with a pH 
measurment could provide initial information regarding 
total chlorine content and the surrounding environmental 
conditions (i.e. basic or acidic). 

o CAM BIOASSAY - This analysis (96 hour aquatic toxicity 
test) measures the toxicity of the subject material as 
a Lethal Concentration (LC 50). This analysis will be 
used when a significant total chlorine content is 
detected. Product material at the subject site such as 
trichloroisocyanuric acid and sodium dichloroisocyanurate 
could exhibit toxic characteristics as measured by CAM 
BIOASSAY. 
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4.0 HEALTH AND SAFETY PROCEDURES 

A site specific health and safety plan will be prepared for 
all personnel and subcontractors conducting activities at GGI's 
Commerce facility. If a subcontractor chooses not to utilize GGI'S 
health and safety plan, the subcontractor must provide a written 
plan to GGI that must be approved prior to the initiation of field 
activities. 

The plan will be written in accordance with the requirements 
specified in the occupational Safety and Heal th Administration 
(OSHA) Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard, 
Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations Section 1910.120. 
Additional guidance will also be obtained from the document 
entitled "Site Safety Plan Guidance Document," prepared by the 
California Department of Health Services. Plan components will 
include the following areas: 
o Description of the work site and objectives of the 

investigation; 
o Expected hazards to personnel and potential concentrations; 
o Preliminary hazard assessment; 
o Personal protective equipment; 
o Onsi te ambient and personnel monitoring procedures where 

necessary and equipment to be used; 
o Work site control measures; 
o _Standard site safety guidelines; 
o Personal and equipment decontamination; and 
o Emergency response procedures and notification requirements. 
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5.0 POST CLOSURE 

Since there has been no land disposal, land treatment, surface 

impoundments, or waste piles at GGI 's Commerce facility, post 

closure care is not required. 
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6.0 SCHEDULING 

A schedule of closure activities to be implemented is presented in 
Table 3. These activities will commence immediately following 
approval of this closure plan by the state of California, 
Department of Health Services. Upon completion of closure 
activities, a certificate of closure completed by a qualified 
professional engineer, registered in California, will be submitted 

to the Department. 
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CLOSURE ACTIVITY 

1) Approval of Closure 
Plan 

2) Begin Closure -
Mobilization 

3) Decontamination of 
tanks and containment 
area 

4) Soil and rinse water 
sampling and analysis 

5) Demobilization 

6) Final closure 
certification and 
inspection 

TABLE 3 

CLOSURE SCHEDULE 

0 30 

X 

xxxxx 

xxxxx 

60 90 120 

(DAYS) 

xxxxx 

xxxxx 
xxxxx 



STATE Of CALlfOIINIA--ftEAlTH ANO WEU'AIIE AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES STATEMENT OF FACTS 
107 SOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 IN THE INVESTIGATION OF 
(213) 120-2310 

I. SUMMARY: 

Grow Group, Inc. 
200 Park Avenue, 49th Floor 

New York, NY 10166 
dba 

Grow Group, Inc. 
Consumer Products Division 

2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 

(213) 724 6530 
CAD085393080 

and 
Grow Group, Inc. 

Consumer Products Division 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 

(213) 724 6530 
CAD009380890 

Prepared by: Roy Thielking, P. E. 
Associate Waste Management Engineer 

Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 

Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

(213) 620 2380 

GEORGE OEUICMEJIAN. 0.--

On June 16, 1988, Roy Thielking and Mary Osborne, employe·es of the California 
Department of Health Services (OHS), conducted compliance evaluation 
inspections at two interim status hazardous waste storage and treatment 
facilities owned/operated by Grow Group, Inc. (GGI), 200 Park Avenue, New 
York, NY 10166, and other responsible parties named herein below. The 
facilities are located at 2425-2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce, CA (Malt 
Facility), and at 760 South Vail Avenue, Montebello, CA (Vail Facility). 
They were formerly owned/operated by Georgia-Pacific Corporation (GPC), 133 
Peachtree Street, Atlanta, GA 30348-5605. 

On November 17, 1980, GPG filed with USEPA, for each of the subject 
facilities, a Part A hazardous waste permit application which disclosed 
ownership interests of other persons and/or corporations in the subject 
facilities. (See Exhibits Nos. 1 thru 5, and Exhibit 7, Attachment A.) 

On December 23, 1981, DHS issued ,in Interim Status Document (ISO) for the 
Vail Facility only. {See Exhibit No. 6.) 

A. Malt Facility: 

During the June 16, 1988 inspection at the Malt Facility, the OHS inspectors 
found six violations of applicable sections of Title 22, California Code of 
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Regulations (22 Cal. Code Regs.), as follows: (See Exhibit No. 7, 
Attachments J, K, & L.) 

Section 66389 

Section 67102 

Section 67105 

Section 67142 
Section 66492 

Section 67212 

(b) (4) Failure to file a revised Part A permit 
application (Part A) with DHS at least 90 days prior to 
the transfer of ownership from GPC to GGI. 

(b) Failure to keep at the facility a waste analysis 
plan. 

(d) Failure to keep at the facility job titles, 
job descriptions, description of training given 
employees, and records to document training of employees 
concerned with hazardous waste management. 
Failure to maintain at the facility a contingency plan. 

(a) Failure to keep at the facility a copy of all 
manifests for three years. 
Failure to prepare, update, and keep at the facility a 
copy of the closure/post closure plan. 

On August 10, 1988, the Malt Facility experienced an emergency involving 
three polyethylene lined fiber drums out of perhaps 500 drums of 
trichloroisocyanuric acid and/or sodium dichloroisocyanurate which the 
facility had stored for up to two years. These materials are listed in 22. 
Cal. Code Regs., section 66680 as flammable hazardous wastes, and the 
materials in question have been acknowledged by Marti to have been 
contaminated and/or packaged in deteriorated containers. 

On September 2, 1988, the fire department was called in to the Malt Facility 
to deal with an emergency involving eight drums of the subject stored 
hazardous material that GGI had intended to recycle or dispose of. On that 
occasion, the fire department ordered the evacuation of several thousand 
people from the nearby residential areas. 

On September 3 or 4, 1988, the Malt Facility experienced a further emergency 
resulting from its attempts to treat its stored reactive wastes. Then the 
Los Angeles County Department of Health Services (LACDHS) instituted an 
around the clock watch at the facility, and ordered that all remaining 
containers of hazardous waste be immediately removed to a permitted treatment 
or disposal facility. LACDHS continued the watch until September 10, 1988. 

On September 12, 1988, a follow-up inspection of the Malt Facility was 
conducted by Roy Thielking and Rick Jones, employees of DHS. David Chase and 
Jim Marxen, also employees of DHS, observed. That inspection, besides being 
a follow-up of the -June 16, 1988 inspection, is part of a continuing 
investigation of GGI by the State and the LACDHS. During that inspection, 
eight further violations of applicable sections of 22 Cal. Code Regs. were 
identified as follows: (See Exhibit No. 7.) 

Section 67103 Facility did not prevent unknowing entry, or minimize 
unauthorized entry onto the active portion of the 
facility. 

Section 67257 (c) & (d) Open, continuously fed tanks did not have high 
level alarms, and were not operated to maintain 2 feet of 
freeboard. 
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Section 67243 

Section 67246 

Section 67247 

Section 66471 
Section 67120 

(a) Containers of hazardous waste were not kept closed 
except when adding or removing waste. 
Containers of reactive and/or ignitable waste had been 
stored within SO feet of the property line. 

(c) Incompatible wastes in containers were stored without 
berms, dikes·walls, or other protection between them. 
Failure to characterize wastes. 
Failure to maintain and operate the facility to minimize 
the possibility of release of hazardous waste or 
hazardous waste constituents. 

Review of the file and correspondence subsequent to the September 12, 1988 
inspection has disclosed the following additional violations of 22 Cal. Code 
Regs.: 

Section 67145 (i) Facility did not notify the Department and 
appropriate state and local authorities that the facility 
is in compliance before resuming operations. 
(j) Facility did not submit to the Department within 15 
days the required written reports of the emergency 
incidents. Said written reports have not yet been 
received by DHS. 

Section 66388 (b) (1) Facility built and operated hazardous waste 
processes that are not described in the original Part A 
permit application without notifying the Department prior 
to construction/operation. DHS has yet to receive a 
revised Part A containing the required description. 

On September 17, 1988, GGI submitted to DHS a request for a variance to allow 
"on-site neutralization of trichloro-s-triazinetr1one and sodium 
dichloroisocyanurate." (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment Q.) 

I recommend that this variance be denied because the wastes involved exhibit 
the characteristics of flammability, toxicity, and reactivity as defined in 
40 CFR Part 261. These wastes appear to not be included among the wastes for 
which the State may grant a variance, arid the treatment of such wastes 
involves more than elementary neutralization. 

I recommend that a formal enforcement action in the form of a corrective 
action order and complaint for penalties be prepared and issued to ensure 
that the parties responsible for the above described conditions take the 
actions necessary to :protect human health and the environment, and to bring 
the Malt Facility intd compliance with applicable statutes and regulations. 

B. Vail Facility: 

During the June 16, 1988 inspection at the Vail Facility, the OHS inspectors 
found nine violations of applicable sections of 22 Cal. Code Regs., as 
follows: (See Exhibits Nos. 8, 9, 10, & 11.) 

Section 66471 Failure to characterize wastes. 
Section 66482 (a) (5) Failure to enter the proper shipping name of a 
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waste on a manifest. 
Section 67102 
Section 67105 

Failure to have a waste analysis plan at the facility. 
(d) Failure to keep at the facility the job titles, job 
descriptions, description of training given employees, 
and records to document training. 

Section 66492 (b) Failure to keep at the facility the biennial report. 
Section 67212 Failure to prepare, update, and keep at the facility a 

copy of the closure/post closure plan. 
Section 66389 (b) (4) Failure to submit to the Department or Regional 

Administrator a revised Part A 90 days prior to the 
change in ownership of the facility. 

Section 
Section 

66492 
67103 

(a) Failure to keep all manifests at the facility. 
(b) Failure to maintain security of the facility. 

I recommend that a separate formal enforcement action in the form of a 
corrective action order and complaint for penalties be prepared and issued 
for the Vail Facility to ensure that the responsible parties take the actions 
necessary to protect human heal th and the environment, and to bring the 
facilities into compliance with applicable statutes and regulations. 

II. SUBJECTS: 

A. Business Concerns: 

Grow Group, Inc. 
A New York corporation 
dba Grow Group, Inc., Consumer Products Division 
2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 
(213) 724 6530 

dba Grow Group, Inc., Consumer Products Division 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 
(213) 724 6530 

Kilsby Tubesupply Co., aka 
An Illinois corporation 
9500 Telstar Avenue 

C.A. Roberts Co. 

El Monte, CA91731 
(213) 443 6141 

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company 
An Ohio corporation 
1144 East Market Street 
Akron, Ohio 33316 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
A Georgia corporation 
Packaging Division 

Malt Facility's legal owner 

Malt Facility's legal owner 

Former owner/operator, both 
facilities 

133 Peachtree Street (P.O. Box 105605) 
Atlanta, GA 30348-5605 
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B. Individuals: 

Dennis B. Sabadin 
Grow Group, Inc. 
Consumer Products Division 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 
(213) 724 6530 

Michael T. Goldstein 
Consumer Products Division 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 
(213) 724 6530 

Kim Marti 
Grow Group, Inc. 
Consumer Products Division 
2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 
(213) 724 6530 

F.G. Marshall 
8301 East Florence Avenue 
Downey, CA 90240 

Edward A. Marshall 
8553 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

Jim Christenson 
5045 Alta Canyada Road 
La Canada, CA 91011 

Thomas J. Henderson 
4465 Outrigger Circle 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649 

Kathlyn B. Marshall 
5538 The Toledo 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

III. VIOLATIONS: 

Former plant manager, Malt 
Facility; now plant manager, 
Vail Facility. 

Formerly director of environ
mental affairs, GGI. 

Plant manager, Malt Facility 

Vail Facility's legal owner 

" 

" 

" 

" . 

(not included in 
9/9/86 revised NH\JA) 

" 

The following violations may be prosecuted civilly under California Health an~ Safety Code (H&S Code) Sections 25189 (b) and (d), and 25189.2 (b) and (c), or criminally under H&S Code Sections 25189.5 (b), 25190, and 25191. 

A. Malt Facility. - Counts 1 through 6 were identified during the June 
16, 1988 inspection. 

Count 1: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66389 (b) (4). Failure to file a 
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revised Part A with the Department at least 90 days prior to 
transfer of ownership of the facility. 

GGI has yet to submit to the Department a revised Part A permit 
application reflecting the change in ownership, which occurred July 
31, 1986. The revised Part A must contain all information 
specified by 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66390. This is a 
continuing violation until DHS receives this required report which 
describes the past, present, and future hazardous waste activity at 
this facility. 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 

Count 2: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67102. Failure to develop, follow, 
and maintain at the facility, a waste analysis plan. 

When the inspectors asked to see the waste analysis plan, Kim 
Marti, the plant manager, stated that there was none available at 
the facility. 

The August 8, 1988 resp,9nse to the July 28, ROV contained as an 
attachment a copy of a waste analysis plan, issued 7/29/88. Review 
of that plan is not completed. 

Witnesses: land 2 

Evidence: Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 

Count 3: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67105 (d). Failure·to maintain at the 
facility a training plan and records documenting both initial 
training and annual review training for each employee engaged in 
handling hazardous wastes. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

When the inspectors asked to see the training plan and records of 
initial and annual training, the facility representative stated 
that all such records were kept at the Santa Fe Springs facility. 

GGI's August 8, 1988 response to the Department's July 28, 1988 ROV 
contained a copy of "Hazardous Communication Information and 
Training,• a program intended to satisfy OSHA standard 1910.1200, 
but there were no provisions in the documents received to indicate 
the kind and- amount of training in hazardous waste management (both 
initial and annual review) the employees would receive. The 
contents of the training plan submitted are being reviewed by the 
Department, and will be the subject of further written 
communications and/o~ meetings with GGI. 

1 and 2 

Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 
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Count 4: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67142. Failure to maintain at the 
facility a contingency plan. 

'Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

The facility contingency plan was not available during the June 16, 
1988 inspection. Marti said that the plan had been revised, and 
was submitted to Goldstein at the Montebello facility for review. 

GGI's August 8, 1988 response to the Department's July 28, 1988 ROV 
stated that the contingency plan was being revised, and a copy 
would be available by September 15, 1988. 

During the September 12, 1988 inspection, David Chase asked if the 
contingency plan were there at the facility. Marti stated that it 
was. 

1 and 2 ; 1, 3, and 4. 

Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 

Count 5: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66492. Recordkeeping requirements for 
the generator. 

The manifest records of wastes transported off site were not 
available upon request at this facility. 

GGI's August 8, 1988 response to the Department's July 28, 1988 ROV 
stated that the.manifest records would be available at the facility 
by September 15, 1988. 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 

Count 6: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67212. Failure to prepare, update, and 
maintain at the facility, a copy of the closure/post closure plan. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

Marti was unable to produce a copy of the closure plan upon 
request, and indicated that they didn't have one. 

GGI's August 8, 1988 response to the Department's July 28, 1988 ROV 
stated the clos,,re/post closure plan would be updated and available 
by September 15, 1988. 

1 and 2 

Exhibit No. 7, Attachments J, K, & L. 

The following violations were identified at the Kalt Facility during the 
September 12, 1988 follcv-up inspection and/or by reviewing the file and 
photographs. 

Count 7: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67103. Security. 
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Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

The owner/operator did not prevent the unknowing entry, and 
minimize the unauthorized entry, of persons or livestock onto the 
active portion of the facility, in that: 

Vehicular access gates along Malt Avenue and/or between the 
public parking lot and the active portion of the facility were 
not kept closed or attended during this inspection. 

At one point during the walkthrough tour of the facility, 
Chase, Jones, Marxen, and I, together with Marti and Greene, 
entered the facility from the rail siding area through an open 
door served by a ladder. This doorway was not guarded or 
fitted with an automatic closure or alarm device. (See Photo 
No. 22, Attachment M.) 

The rail car access doors to a rail car parking shed, which 
shed communicates with the rest of the facility, were poorly 
fitting, and, although locked, permitted access to the 
facility. 

1 and 4 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 8: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67257 (c) and (d). General Operating 
Requirements for Interim Status Facilities. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

Uncovered tanks must be operated to ensure at least 60 centimeters 
(2 feet) of freeboard ... 

The oil water separator tank at the north corner of the main 
building was open, and could be continuously fed, but there was no 
high level alarm or control device to ensure that the level in the 
tank stayed at least two feet below the top of the tank. The 
streaks of residues on the outside of the tank indicated that the 
tank may have overflowed in the past. (See Photos Nos. 5, 6, 7, & 
8, Attachment M.) 

The tank at the eastern. corner of the main building, although 
nearly empty at the time of this inspection, appeared as if it had 
overflowed in the past. Marti acknowledged that it had been used 
as a hazardous waste storage tank associated with the wastewater 
treatment t~nk. 'Jhen I inspected this facility on June 16, 1988, 
the freeboard was about a foot and a half. (See Photos Nos. 5, 6, 
& 7, Attachment N.) 

1, 2, and 4 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 9: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67243 (a). Management of Containers. 
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'Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

Containers holding hazardous wastes were not kept closed during 
storage, except when it was necessary to add or remove waste, in 
that: 

An open drum labeled "Waste Only,• partly full of oil, a 
California regulated .hazardous waste, stood next to a rack of 
supply oils. There were no employees within sight of it, and 
no cover for the drum anywhere around it. (See Photos 9 and 
10, Attachment M.) 

Two pails containing 
in the same area as 
11, Attachment M.) 
these pails. The 
facility are either 
wastes. 

unidentified white solids stood uncovered 
the uncovered oil drum. (See Photo No. 
Marti said he didn't know what was in 
white solids usually handled at this 
chlorinator or soda ash, both hazardous 

Approximately 30 open plastic drums of white solids, labeled 
"Top Chlor," were stacked in the yard next to the south 
warehouse. (See Photos Nos. 32, 33, 34, and 35, Attachment 
M.) 

Six or more unlabeled drums covered with plastic that had 
holes in it, contained undefined solids that appeared to have 
the consistency of grease, but may have been from processes 
using chlorinator chemicals. Marti said he didn't know what 
they were. 

1, 3, & 4 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 10: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67246. Special Requirements for 
Ignitable or Reactive 'Waste. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

It is required that ignitable or reactive waste be stored at least 
50 feet from the property line. 

The reactive wastes (trichloroisocyanuric acid and sodium 
dichloroisocyanurate) that Marti acknowledged had been stored in 
the north shed, had been stored within- 50 feet of the property 
line. (See Photo No. 1, Attachment M.) 

1, 3, ahd 4 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 11: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67247 (c). Special Requirements for 
Incompatible Wastes. 

The drums stacked just north of the south warehouse were labeled as 
containing sulfuric acid (331 or 931), Top Chlor, sodium 
thiosulfate 60%, formaldehyde 371, and other unlabeled 
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materials/wastes. These incompatible wastes were not separated or protected from one another by any dike, berm, wall, or other device. (See Photos Nos. 32 - 42, Attachment K.) 

Witnesses: 1, 3, and 4 

Evidence: Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 12: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66471. Hazardous Waste Determination Requirement for the Generator. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

GGI failed to determine if each waste stored in the yard just north of the south warehouse is listed as a hazardous waste in Article 9 or 11 of 22 Cal. Code of Regs. When Jones, Chase and/or I asked Marti what was in each lot of drums, he said each time, he didn't know, and indicated the company would have to sample and analyze each group to find out. (See Photos Nos. 32 - 42, Attachment M.) 
When I asked Marti what additives GGI uses in the cooling tower, which was discharging to the yard surface, he said he didn't know. He also didn't know what wastes the oil water separator tank treated, or what kind of oil was in the open drum next to these units. (See Photos Nos. 5, 6, & 7, Attachment M.) 

1 and 4 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Count 13: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67120 (a). Design and Operation of Facility. 

This facility was not maintained and operated to minimize the possibility of a fire, explosion, or release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents that could threaten human health or the environment, in that: 

The former drum storage area in the north shed, noted above as having contained trichloroisocyanuric acid and sodium dichloroisocyanurate, both reactive and flammable wastes, had not been cleaned of residues of those hazardous wastes. There was a layer, up to one half inch or so thick, of glassy or sticky looking solid or nearly solid material on the ~sphalt floor <>f the north shed where Marti told us the said wastes had beeh stored. Although some soda ash powder had been scattered over the area "to neutralize it", it did not appear to be sufficient to complete the job. Marti did not indicate how long it would be before the residue would be removed. 

The conta:f.nment areas around the product storage tanks in the main building were not impervl,)us, as Jones, Chase, and I saw indications that wastes had escaped from them in the past along the back side of the building, where stains and mineral deposits traced the course of past discharges. (See Photos 
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Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

Nos. 17 - 22, Attachment M.) There were discharges of liquid 
into the containments inside the building, and the concrete 
was etched to a depth of up to two inches in some places. 

The containment around the sodium hydroxide tanks next to the 
main building contained pooled liquid, and the outside of the 
containment wall showed residues from seepage of wastes into 
the yard. 

The drainage sump next to the railroad in the yard south of 
the main building was allowed overflow into the surrounding 
yard, where cracks in the pavement allowed percolation of 
wastes into the ground. (See Photo No. 17, Attachment M.) 

1, 3, 4, and 5. 

Exhibit No. 7. 

Review of the file and correspondence subsequent to the September 12, 1988 inspection has disclosed the following additional violations of 22 Cal. Code Regs.: 

Count 14: 22 Cal. Code Regs., Section 67145 (i) Facility did not notify the 
Department and appropriate state and local authorities that the facility is in compliance before resuming operations. 
(j) Facility did not submit to the Department within 15 days the required written report of the emergency incidents. 

OHS has not yet received these reports, and this is a continuing 
violation until GGI submits such reports for each occasion that 
necessitated implementation of contingency plans. 

Count 15: Section 66388 (b) (1) Facility built and operated hazardous waste 
processes that are not described in the original permit application 
without notifying the Department prior to construction/operation .. 

The wastewater treatment tanks in front of the main process/ 
warehouse building are not mentioned in the Part A, and the 
facility did not submit top DHS any notification describing the 
changes prior to installation. 

The drum storage area next to the south tank farm is designated by 
the Part A plot plan as "pallet storage", not as a hazardous waste 
storage area. 

During the September 12, 1988 inspection, Marti stated that one of 
the tanks in the south tank farm was being used to store waste 
bleach (a hazardous waste) before it was processed through the 
wastewater treatment plant. This use of the units in the tank farm 
is not described in the Part A, and the facility did not notify OHS 
in writing of this (intended) use prior to implementation . 
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B. Vail Facility - The following nine violations of Cal. Code Regs. were identified during the June 16, 1988 inspection. 

Count 1: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66471. Failure to characterize wastes. 
Wastes spilled on the floor in the plant or the yard outside had not been characterized. When Osborne and I went out into the yard with Loudmilla Manoukian, chemist for the Vail Facility, we saw a pink liquid waste trickling across the.paved yard from a pipe leak to a central drain scupper and sump. Manoukian said the pink liquid we asked about was shampoo, but did not characterize it further. When we asked about other released liquids, she either could not explain, or said they were dilute· wastes. When we looked into the secondary containment surrounding the 17 tanks in the tank farm, we saw numerous areas where waste liquids stood within the containment area, and the concrete of the floor was eroded. When we asked Manoukian what the wastes were, she indicated they were dilute wastes, that any leakage from pipes or tanks would be hosed down to the sump and pumped to the treatment tank discharging to the sewer. 

In the August 5, 1988 response to the Department's July 18, 1988 ROV, GGI included a report of the analysis of wastes discharged to the sewer, but there was no attempt to explain the nature of the wastes released at various points in the yard. 

Witnesses: Witnesses 1 and 2. 

Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 9, 10, & 11. 

Count 2: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66482 (a) (5) and (6). Failure to accurately describe and indicate the quantity of each hazardous waste. 

Review of the manifest records during the June 16, 1988 inspection disclosed that wastes transported to RhoChem documented by Manifest #87824877 were described as "Waste Flammable Liquid N.O.S.(D001)", but the information given in space J of the manifest indicates the wastes were FOOS- "Water & solvents from tank cleaning. Drums contain various amounts of water, mineral spirits, isopropyl alcohol, ethanol, methanol, & 1,1,1-trichloroethane." Also, the waste description in space "a." i.ndicates only one type of waste; the handling, codes section indicates two dt;-ums were recycled, and 16 were subjected to "Other thermal treatment," which suggests two or more different wastes. 

GGI's August 5, 1988 response to The Department's July 18, 1988 ROV stated that the shipping name was determined from evaluation of a composite sample obt 10dned by mixing samples from all of the drums, to be "Waste Flammable Liquid N.O.S." In Section J they "further explained the process which generated the waste, which happens to characterize the waste differently." This response does not acknowledge that the manifest contained an erroneous identification 
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of the hazardous waste class of some of the wastes, or the fact 
that with only the information given on the manifest, the TSDF 
personnel could not have made the correct waste management 
decisions relative to the subject wastes. 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, & 11. 

Count 3: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67102. Failure to develop, follow, and 
maintain at the facility a waste analysis plan. 

During the checklist review, Osborne and I asked to see the waste 
analysis plan. Sabadin checked with Manoukian, and then he stated 
that there was none. 

GGI sent the Department a copy of a waste analysis plan with their 
August 5, 1988 response to the July 18, 1988 ROV. That waste 
analysis plan, issued July 29, 1988, is inadequate, in that it did 
not address the characterization of any hazardous waste generated 
or released except the discharge to the sewer. A more detailed 
review of the plan is not completed. 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, & 11. 

Count 4: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67105 (d). Failure to maintain at the 
facility a training plan and records of employee training. 

Witnesses: 

During the records review on June 16, 1988, Osborne and I asked to 
see the training plan, and records of initial and annual revh~w 
training. Goldstein and/or Sabadin stated that all such records 
were kept at the Santa Fe Springs facility. 

GGl's_ August 5, 1988 respo~se to the J\ily_ 18, 191l8 ROV contained a 
copy of "Hazardous Communication Information and Training," a 
program intended to satisfy OSHA standard 1910.1200, but there were 
no provisions in the documents received to i.ndicate the kind and 
amount of training in hazardous waste management (both initial and 
annual review) the employees would receive. The contents of the 
training plan submitted are being reviewed by the Department, and 
further conµnents will be the subject of further written 
communications, or meetings, with GGI. 

On September 28, 1988, GGI sent OHS a "correct Hazardous W'aste 
Training Plan to be implemented at Montebello." That Plan is 
inadequate, in that it merely paraphrases the regulations 
describing the type of information to be included in a training 
plan. It does not include a specific training plan which could be 
used as a guide for training of personnel. (See Exhibit No. 12.) 

1 and 2 
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Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, 11 & 12. 

Count 5: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66492 (b). · Failure to keep a copy of 
the biennial report at the facility. 

During the June 16, 1988 records review, Osborne and I asked to 
review the latest biennial report (for 1987). After a search 
through some of the files in the office at the facility, Goldstein 
and Sabadin stated that they couldn't find their file copy. 

GGI's August 5, 1988 response to the Department's July 18, 1988 ROV 
stated that the subject report (due March 1, 1988) was in process 
and a copy would be kept at the facility after about September 15, 
1988. 

On September 28, 1988, GGI submitted to DHS a copy of the biennial 
report for 1986, and stated that they had requested from GPC a copy 
of the report for 1984. (See Exhibit No. 12.) 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, 11 & 15. 

Count 6: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67212. Failure to prepare, update, and 
maintain a copy of the closure/post closure plan at the facility. 

During the June 16, 1988 records review, Osborne and I asked if the 
facility had a closure/post closure plan. Sabadin and Manoukian 
were unable to produce a copy of a closure plan, and indicated that 
they didn't have one. 

GGI's August 5, 1988 response to the Department's July 18, 1988 ROV 
stated that they were working on preparing a closure/post closure 
plan and would mail it as soon as it is ready. They did not 
indicate an expected date for completion, however. 

- -- •-• • r -- • - •• ~ - • • • - • -- • • - .. 
On September 28, 1988, GGI sent DHS a further response stating that 
GGI considers the Vail Facility to be and to always have been a 
generator only, and therefore asserts that the stated section is 
inapplicable. (See Exhibit No. 12.) 

Witnesses: 1 and 2 

Evidence: Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, 11 & 12. 

Count 7: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66389 (b) (4). Failure to submit a 
revised Part A to the Department at least 90 days prior to transfer 
of ownership of the facility. 

The Department has yet to receive from GGI a revised Part A 
application reflecting the change in ownership (which occurred July 
31, 1986) and describing the past, present, ;.md future hazardous 
waste activity at the facility as required by 40 CFR 262. 
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Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

GGI's August 5, 1988 response to the Department's July 18, 1988 ROV included attachments of the following: 

12/26/85 letter from GPC to USEPA requesting withdrawal of their Part A application. 

1/21/87 letter to DHS requesting clarification of financial responsibility status and asserting the understanding that, since this facility (and the facility at 2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce, CA) had been transferred from GPC to GGI, that GPC would have no further responsibility for compliance with regulations regarding financial responsibility for the subject locations. 

1/21/87 letter 
"understanding 
Group, Inc. to 
the state." 

from GPC to GGI notifying them of GPC's 
that it is now the responsibility of Grow 
make all financial reporting requirements to 

This is a continuing violation until the required Part A containing all the information required by 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66390 is received by DHS. 

1 and 2 

Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, & 11. 

Count 8: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66492(a). Failure to maintain manifest records for at least three years. 

Manifests, including, but not limited to, #84756571, documenting the disposition of contaminated soils removed from the facility by Georgia-Pacific Corp., on or about March 31, 1987, were not available for review. During the June 16, 1988 inspection and discussion with management, Osborne and I asked Sabadin and Manoukian if the facility had copies of the manifests and other . - - - -0perating records-that--documented· the -removal from ·the facTI1ty · of contaminated soil related to the closure of certain underground tanks by GPC and/or its agents. They indicated they did not have a copy of those records. 

Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

The August 5, 1988 response contained copies of manifests and GGI's assurance th~t they had received copies from GPC, but they did not indicate that other operating documents covering the operation would be obtained and retained. 

1 and 2 

Exhibit Nos. 8, 10, & 11. 

Count 9: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67103(b). Failure to maintain security of the facility. 
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Witnesses: 

Evidence: 

The main vehicular access gate into the yard was open and unattended throughout this inspection, allowing public access to 
the hazardous waste drum storage area and the tank farm. This was 
brought to the attention of the facility representatives, but the gate remained open and unattended. 

GGI's August 5, 1988 response to the ROV stated that the subject gate would, in the future, be kept locked except for authorized entries 

1 and 2 

Exhibits Nos. 8, 10, & 11. 

IV. DESCRIPTION OF FACILITY/WASTE STREAMS 

A. Malt Facility. 

This facility is located at 2425-2501 Malt Avenue, in an industrial area in the City of Commerce, California. Malt Avenue runs approximately northeast-southwest. The premises consist of two 
rectangles, one approximately 750 feet by 500 feet oriented along the northwest side of Malt Avenue, and an adjacent property about 200 feet by 350 feet, oriented northwest-southeast. 

The paved yard area of the smaller property is normally used only for storage of boxes and other supplies. There is a three sided corrugated iron shed, approximately 100 feet by 200 feet and about 20 feet high, on the northwest side of the property, where LACDHS inspectors found solid chlorinator wastes 'stored, when they 
responded to emergency calls on August 10, 1988 and September 2 and 3, 1988. 

Osborne and I had the impression during the June 16, 1988 
inspection that the premises did not include the smaller rectangle. 

The active portion of the facility is either inside the buildings 
on the larger rec tangle, or surrounded with a six foot cyclone 
fence. There are several large storage/processing tanks within a 
couple of containment structures inside the main warehouse 
building, and a bottling line for bleach or other liquids, also 
within the ~uilding. This facility is engaged in the manufacture and/or packaging of swimming pool chlorination chemicals, both liquid and solid. They also package liquid bleach for the retail market, and mineral acids for pH control of swimming pools or industrial processes. 

Waste streams include the decanted products from damaged or imperfect containers, and over age bleach products. Empty containers are transported to a landfill. Spilled or off-spec water soluble products are collected in an aboveground tank and after pH adjustment, are discharged to the sewer. 
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There is some used hydraulic oil that is stored in dnuu and periodically sent to a recycling facility. 

B. Vail Facility. 

This facility is located within an industrial area of Montebello, California. The active portion of the facility is surrounded with a six foot cyclone fence. There are several large liquid storage tanks along the east side of the yard, within a concrete block wall about three fee~ high. There are five mixing or storage tanks along the south• side of the yard, and two propane storage tanks near the northwest corner of the yard. Inside the building, there is one package (bottle) filling line. This facility is primarily a packager of various household products such as hair spray, shampoo, dish liquid, etc. Some products are packaged in spray cans, using propane as the propellant. 

Waste streams at the Vail Facility include the decanted products from damaged or imperfect containers and the contaminated crushed containers. The crushed containers are manifested and transported to a Class I landfill. The former contents are either returned to the production process or are stored in drums for later shipment to a recycling facility. Spilled or off-spec water soluble products are collected in an aboveground tank, and after pH adjustment, are discharged to the sewer. 

V. DETAILS: 

A. Malt Facility 

The GGI facility at 2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce, CA (Malt Facility) is an interim status storage and treatment facility for which an Interim Status Document has not been issued. It manufactures and/or packages liquid and/or solid water chlorination and pH adjustment chemicals, liquid bleach for the retail trade, and industrial strength cleaning products for janitorial firms. It stores and treats hazardous wastes that it generates, and recycles over age products. 

Since February 20, 1986, the Malt Facility, then owned by GPC, has been the subject of an investigation by IACDHS because of a release of chlorine gas into the nearby neighborhood. On February 22, 1986, I.ACDHS gave orders to GPC to remove or neutralize several hundred drums of hazardous wastes. (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment E.) 
I 

On July 31, 1986, GPC notified USEPA of a transfer of ownership of both the Vail Facility and the Malt Facility to GGI. (See Exhibit No. 7, Att~chment H.) 

On September 9, 1,986, GGI filed with USEPA a Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity for each of the two subject facilities, asserting that each facility is only a generator of hazardous waste. (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment P, and Exhibit No. 12.) 
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On June 16, 1988, DHS conducted a compliance evaluation inspection at the 
Malt Facility, and found six violations of 22 Cal. Code Regs., as enumerated 
in the Summary section above. (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment J.) 

On July 28, 1988 DHS sent GGI a Report of Violation and Schedule of 
Compliance (ROV), related to the June 16, 1988 findings at the Malt Facility. 
(See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment K.) 

On August 8, 1988, GGI replied to the July 28, 1988 ROV related to the Malt 
Facility. (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment L.) 

On August 10, 1988, the Malt Facility experienced an emergency involving 
three polyethylene lined fiber drums out of perhaps 500 drums of trichloroisocyanuric acid and/or sodium dichloroisocyanurate which the facility had stored for up to two years. These materials are listed in 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66680 as flammable hazardous wastes, and Marti has 
acknowledged the materials in question were contaminated and/or packaged in deteriorated containers, some of which were labeled as hazardous waste. He 
also has stated that GGI intended to recycle, or neutralize and dispose of, 
these wastes. 

On September 2, 1988, The fire department was called in to the Malt Facility to deal with an emergency involving eight drums of stored hazardous material 
that GGI had intended to recycle or dispose of. On that occasion, the fire 
department ordered the evacuation of several thousand people from the nearby 
residential areas. 

On September 3 or 4, 1988, the Malt Facility experienced a further emergency resulting from its attempts to treat its stored reactive wastes. Thereupon 
I.ACDHS instituted an around the clock watch at the facility and ordered that all remaining containers of hazardous waste be immediately removed to a 
permitted treatment or disposal facility. I.ACDHS continued the watch until 
September 10, 1988. 

On September 12, 1988, I and Rick Jones of DHS conducted a reinspection of 
the Malt Facility. David Chase and Jim Marxen, also of DHS, observed. That 
inspection, besides being a follow-up of the June 16, 1988 inspection, is 
part of a continuing investigation of GGI by the State and the IACDHS. 
During that inspection, further violations of applicable sections of 22 Cal. 
Code Regs. were identified as follows (See Exhibit No. 7.): 

Section 67103 Facility did not prevent unknowing entry, or minimize 
unauthorized entry onto the active portion of the 
fa~ility. 

Section 67257 (c) & (d) Open, continuously fed tanks did not have high 
level alarms, and were not operated to maintain 2 feet of 
freeboard. 

Section 67243 (a) Containers of hazardous waste were not kept closed 
except when adding or removing waste. 

Section 67246 Containers of reactive and/or ignitable waste were stored 
within 50 feet of the property line. 

Section 67247 (c) Incompatible wastes in containers were stored without 
berms, dikes walls, or other protection between them. 
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Section 66471 
Section 6 7120 

Failure to characterize wastes. 
Failure to maintain and operate 
the possibility of release 
hazardous waste constituents. 

the facility to minimize 
of hazardous waste or 

Review of the file and correspondence subsequent to the September 12, 1988 
inspection has disclosed the following additional violations of 22 Cal. Code 
Regs.: 

Section 67145 (1) Facility did not notify the Department and 
appropriate state and local authorities that the facility 
is in compliance before resuming operations. 
(j) Facility did not submit to the Department within 15 
days the required written report of the emergency 
incidents. Said written reports have yet to be received 
by DHS. 

Section 66388 (b) (1) Facility built and operated hazardous waste 
processes that are not described in the original permit 
application without notifying the Department prior to 
construction/operation. 

On September 17, 1988, GGI submitted to OHS a request for a variance to allow 
"on-site neutralization of trichloro-s-triazinetrione and sodium 
dichloroisocyanurate." (These constituents are listed in 22 Cal. Code Regs., 
section 66680 as flammable, and trichloro-s-triazinetrione (listed as 
trichloroisocyanuric acid) is also described as toxic and an irritant. Other 
references, including Monsanto Chemical Co.'s MSDS, describe reactive 
properties of these materials.) (See Exhibit No. 7, Attachment Q.) 

On September 23, 1988, GGI submitted a further response to OHS' July 28, 1988 
ROV for the Malt Facility. That letter states that the information on their 
August 18, 1986 NHWA is no longer current, and requests forms for filing an 
amended Notice. -Said- letter- also- states- -that--GGI-' Malt -Facility was no-t-, and
is not, a TSD, and that closure/post closure requirements are inapplicable. - -·:.:. · ·_.::,;. ___ .:..:..:.£.See . .EltbihitNo-:..J....:...At.t.achmeo.t...Ll=-· · :....:..: _. __ -- -·- :_·..:_· · __ ·_: .:_: ·_..:.:.:...:- -- · __ _.: -·.: __ :.-_ - · · -. · _·_-_- ·:.._ _-_ _._ -_~_:__-_-_ ·_ ·_ -- - -_ 

I recommend that this variance be denied because the wastes involved exhibit ... the· ·characterfs·tlcs -·of. f'larimiablHty; t·oxiclty; -·ari,i"- react:"fvit:y. as· .d.efined -·in 
40 CFR Part 261. These wastes appear to not be included among the wastes for 
which the State may grant a variance, and the treatment of such wastes 
involves more than elementary neutralization. 

On October 14, 1988, the November 17, 1980 Part A was referred to Gautam Guba 
of·DHS' Facilities Permitting Unit for evaluation. Pursuant to 22 Cal. Code 
Regs., section 66389 (a) (2), should DHS determine that the Part A permit 
application is deficient and that the owner/operator is not entitled to 
interim status, OHS may so notify the owner/operator. The owner/operator 
would then be subject to enforcement actions for operating without a permit. 

I recommend that a formal enforcement action in the form of a corrective 
action order and complaint for penalties be prepared and issued for the Malt 
Facility to ensure that the parties responsible for the above described 
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conditions take the actions necessary to protect human health and the 
environment, and to bring the Malt Facility into comp~iance with applicable 
statutes and regulations. 

B. Vail Facility 

On June 16, 1988, DHS conducted a compliance evaluation inspection at the 
Vail Facility and found nine violations of 22 Cal. Code Regs., as enumerated 
in the Summary above. (See Exhibit No. 8.) 

On July 18, 1988, DHS sent GGI a Report of Violation and Schedule of 
Compliance (ROV), related to the June 16, 1988 findings at the Vail Facility. 
(See Exhibit No. 10.) 

On August 5, 1988, GGI replied to the July 18, 1988 ROV related to the Vail 
Facility. (See Exhibit No. 11.) 

On September 28, 1988, GGI submitted a further response to DHS' July 18, 1988 
ROV for the Vail Facility. (See Exhibit No. 12.) That response contained: 

A "correct Hazardous Waste Training Plan" which is merely a paraphrase 
of the requirements for such plan. 

A copy of the biennial report for 1986. That report does not claim any 
nonregulated status exclusion, and notes a "waste pile• of "93 c•, and 
"Hazardous waste, solid, N.O.S. ORM-ENA 9189 of 93 C. 

The Vail Facility is not in compliance with the applicable regulations, as 
enumerated above. The responses from GGI so far received by DHS have been 
inadequate. 

I recommend that a separate formal enforcement action in the form of a 
corrective action order and complaint for penalties be prepared and issued 

-···· · · ·· · · for the Vail. Faclltty ·t·cs- ·ensure ·that .. thtf responsible parties take· the actions 
. _ . . . . n~c-~_~,s_ary_ t<;>. pt:~~ec::t human_ l}ealt;h and __ th~ envi_ron.ment, _and. _to brtng _the. 

- --:.....-. ...:..:;..;.......: -:...fac-H ity-~~6mpl ianc-e-:--wi-th-app-t-icaM-e-=-sta tttte-s--and -regulat ior,s .:;._ --0·---"~~ -'-'--· .:....::_-;_· .:.:......-.-__ 

Vl .. _. EVIDENCE.: ..... _ 

Exhibit List 

1. GGI Corporate Documents 

2. GPC Corporate Documents 

3. Kilsby Tubesupply Co. Corporate Documents 

4. Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company Corporate Documents 

5. Copy of GPC's November 17, 1980 Part A, Vail Facility 

6. Copy of Interim Status Document, Vail Facility 
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7. Copy of September 12, 1988 inspection report, Malt Facility, including 
attachments and photos taken June 16, 1988, · as well as September 12, 
1988 

8. Copy of DHS June 16, 1988 Inspection Report, Vail Facility (Narrative 
only) 

9. Copy of photos taken June 16, 1988, Vail Facility (which were not 
finished when the original report was submitted) 

10. Copy of July 18, 1988 ROV, Vail Facility 

11. Copy of August 5, 1988 response, Vail Facility 

12. Copy of GGI's September 28, 1988 response to ROV, Vail Facility 

VII. WITNESSES: 

1. Roy Thielking 
Associate Waste Management Engineer 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2380 

Will testify to statements and events from the inspections on June 16, 1988 
and September 12, 1988. 

2. Mary Osborne 
Associate Hazardous Materials Specialist 
Department of Health _Services._ 
Toxic Substance's Con-trol bi.vision 

·-~ _ _ .. : __ . '.. Region 3. (Los Angel~s). _ •.:._ --~--- _,c:..:.: .=.::c.:.:.~ · • -___ ·_· --_· --·_. :---- __ ·. · ·_-- _ .. _ ,. __ · :_· .. _- -___ _ ---"-'--· __ :..:.=;...~--11JT·soul:n .. Broaaway-;7{oom 70lT- ·--·-----------~---·-·-•-·------ ----------------· 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Will testify to statements and events from the inspection on June 16, 1988. 

3. David M. Chase 
Program Supervisor 
Surveillance and'~nforcement Unit 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Will testify to statements and events from the inspection on September 12, 
1988. 

4. Rick Jones 
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Hazardous Materials Specialist 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Will testify to statements and events from the inspection on September 12, 
1988. 

5. Jim Marxen 
Public Information Officer 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Will testify to statements and events from the inspection on September 12, 
1988. 

Gautam Guha 
Senior Hazardous Waste Management Engineer 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Will testify to the regulatory status of the subject facilities. 

Roy Thielking 
Associate Waste Management Engineer 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadw:ay, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2380 

David M. Chase 
Program Supervisor 
Surveillance and Enforcement Unit 
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Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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.. ' 

.. , ., . ·-.. •.' -:'J· ,• ,,, ·:,;•:: ;) U226' 1,1,1-Trichloroethane <_ ·.·-. 
U002-·Acetone .·t·•,,:,'· :· , :,,::' 

FOOl Spent chlorinated solvents 
D001 Ignitable.wastes 
D002 Corrosive .wastea· 
D003 Reactive wastes 

. II 
,.· -,.,-,·.,: ,:-~·-·-:-',;_;-;: .. ,·.·.,._.; <~.,·., .,: '~-'·<._·~,-;;~'·.',~./ .. ,, _··: ., ::· 

,:, ;·•;! ":;,\, . Tre_atmen~ ~·~tanks,. ·.:".' , 
Storage, : ·containers 

,Hazardous waste management units "·depicted with the Part A are: .. ,,. .. ' . . . 

,:- __ /{\> ;/ ,;/:,,-~· >, ·.::,~-f./t{-/i1;.-:)_:~.;-:f;;~--~;~.:\:,_-'~--\:;'.-'.:·:;!-: -
in· the 'drawings lncluded :_> 

. - •;_••_::\J/L>:-~---:~-<- r-.:::~:·· 
.· · .. ,'_;~·-. _,_.,.·,· '",•.,·,, 

"Area I 'il6' diam. ~torage )tank· H.W.• :""- This from .• .. comparison _·:.of . a · photo~ submitted with the · with ./< photographs nos. 5 & 6 taken on September 12, · 1988, · to be a· tank '')1,. . .. about nine feet in diameter, located north of the main building.,' ,''/\: · 
"Area· II". - A 20~· by 40' area ,ma~ked ~~area .· . , , 

_ the south side of the main bui~ding .. ·; -•·:'t;'t}.t'. · · .,. (. ::::i _· \ \ · · :\- ,-~:::...,.;:_ ...... --·,:..:,_,.,:: ..... -L-.-....;;,c.~-- __ :·., -~- ,. ·:,f._.;!_.,,, . . · · ··-:. ;- ,-_~· --~•-:·:•;·_·: ·•··: ,, .. ::i/·: ,· ,, ·:~:-:-··=~ :, ..... :,··· . .,·(;"'pH-Controi' ~Y!'-t.eDL;-L'!.:- Part ,.,drawings' sh~w what appear~J',to be a:·_.;;_;:', ,, ·-~ ~1~:·.ir.?1'(\,~Jliree ;stage:~~lari!ier whic~'. ~ai\~o~e,cted 7,o drains:;from~two. ~acid~; t:1~. '.~.\·:·.' . ' . '.·::,:J✓ ~~~,tldr~in:~·•UJDll~tancJ:', a llix .,t~~•.i :.R~~-~1:eam ;,~f'.:t:the' firs~.,:clarifier /'t-::~'/-~\/•:··.:·· ·· · :{; ·.:\"EE,::;:/~ . area drains shown ent~ring. ·the-:;,:~~wer ·.,. line • include. one.'. unlabeled. /Iii"'' ;,._:·. ,•;; ,_ ·, .· >::·· :',;.;:·:: , ·,-t\P .. ·- one from a ·"".tank farm•~: one ... "Bleach,.141:., ·. and two "Bleach, 61". ,.'• :/\ .. /:: .:· .,,·,,,.: ··, ,· ~- :· . ; '. {,..t ·: :•~: , ~ 7~)!. --:-~~- ,, ~ ◄\\~f ,...' ·: ~ -. ~~:; :·~~~~:.:1~~ --J:~~::·:~ ,/:.~r~~ ~;~ ·.:~ ·:•;,,~zl~~,: ~i:-;t•.t:~! ::~~ ~ ·:: ·,- .. -~ :~-:~ ~~ ',,-'~t~>~ . ,f: ,_ ~; ·,,: • . -; ·' ', . · : : .: "("pH Controller Sys:tea ··11~:.:. Part" A drawings· -:show 'apparent ~hree''hii,,;~:•,\ ·: ·.if ~,•, "-.. ' --~ < "• '-f'• •••ft-.,,, )"' -" , r 1 •~ ,,,,,>'", ,l.; 1 · .. f,,_. 1:: ·->·-: ,:·. · -~ :: , stage-:-:--clarifie:r:-acceptin~ , ~ainag~i~r:~~4~B~l¥-:~ Fill~•,, ,area·:, and.:· ~1;{::'.'.'~ {t.-, ,. ·· •:· ::; ·.:. ..-:·. ,: from a yard drain serving the" area:Just:;soutff•,!of; -~Area,i II•·;.,· '_?,, ·.',. :~/·; ,:•:,:.',:;,.:/, •• , ·i · ~::.'~'-:'· ·. ~-.~;': 1-:- · · ·. · ,·; :•:; :•f.{-(·_ \ · ·:::;_; · : . ::• :1 ·):' /·-~r\;i?;~1tl:t~'~\'.~1t:tt;.-_i::. :::·:~;\'.ifi,.'.;,-:_,-; :; : ... \~\.'\ \!:?,:-_ 
•f .• ' 7;:'.0 tl'reatmen~;,T~.nk ~0-;_ 1• ~/~F'iby··10•1+ftanki:'po~~;b1y,J;\;~u.r ·._~tage,3_:':;Li{f':'> /• ',. clarifier,t•is._ shown inte-rcepting all o;,.the. above, :drainage,: and• ,_ : . ... · ;."pH Recorder only" is shown just prior to the exit::·from this .t.anki';-,.; •., ., . . . ... _-._ . --· . . ... ,, .: :::::;,,h :•:· .. ";::; ::}~,\-r::::-:.:y{/_: ;;•,~: .. ':!\{· Two more· unlabe.).Ml-dillns, apparently from within·· tbe,'maJn building-,:· and possil>l;f"draining hazardous·· materials' _ (dry chlorine) : storage ... areaj,rare shown connected to this sewer main. downstream··: of, -~p.·y'{:,.,., "' .· monitoring device. \_ · .. , · : · . · · ": .... '.';-~{?,•::, ,.,~:t\'?-. 

. . . .,•.. )'?~1~:llii1f ~f ;f :;:j\ 
·~\--.';/:··. 
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5/21/84 DHS CEI inspection identified the following violations of CFR 40, .•.,,L;/:/1,' , . and a field Report of .Violations was issued (Berman):. > .. ::.:,··. 7·• ' \.:;:Y}<·'.•···'·:··,r .. . _;· . : ·· · '· .:,·:; :· '·'/·· ·:·· ':: · ·. · · · ·. _; ·.: ,:·:1,r~;f;\:;\,\,:, .. ';, · ····.);..: .. /;~,)J:;;~~fi/,i?:'',\.\,'i: •• ,.::·: :• .. }/ .<:•:_:: j/'.t(}J1;· . C 
. j,:; •.. .,, ,._ : .. i~:: ::;;,;:, 265. 73 .· '-··'" (Fail,\\r.e ;~_to.)\Maintain records at/~• faciU.ty on storag .. · · .. ·• \ ·.: :'-':S:fit\i·:'.·::.);:;J+;:;;t;+}\i}li}r~f. !t#~r.~~.)1••~~./}'.:)''.· :.::f_:::~;;r?:,ft}i:ftfi:t;f:r:J\'f::·;if) Y.::I:,/:'\~i!Y .. . ·.•, :,,_;/;;, •)' , ,,,,,,. f ,,J• '. :265 ;16d. ,,,,.:~-(J'a,ilµre,'.·.iQ) fUpdatetpersonnel ;:•trainini• r,corda. an .. . ,}:;·\·:.,1,'.·~t,..•::•!.. ,,. ·,<~ji:"r.r;,.~::i,4<'\1 :,, <1·. /,-.,t;ll~i-1· :·•·~1>"_.,,;,-,1•.:,,.:if,.J"t:t<---:.,,'-._W-·.,, •.• ., ~·.;.~1·:,.;!t\ ·1· ·,. ·1·uc1a~;, ;~~'1•·1··,Ji,..·. r.~1·:· •.·"f.1· ·!·"·_ .-:: ... ·.'l :f· •·"cffl:· · :+::i';.i;;M;,; r.W'-'it;\'f.fri:i.,;4 ra ~ ng·program , ... o.-~ nc . • a,_ ; requ rement•. :'o , n..;' 

; /:~,;.-ii 

: ·:\\:'.·, .. The· location. and· extent · of. the:; aubject · area,. W1Ls>:)1ot_ ((\·~:\•/j.'.~:'. . 

. ,. . ; deacribe:o 
1
::: .:::~~• ~~ :1:1:~~~aai!f i:iiI;,}~tJi/t;, ·. 

· • .. ./::training plans and records_~·". ·with_ input:~· neceasary~tf~om::'J:"\}h{./·.> 
: :_· :,'·,.corporate staff~· GPC is working on Secticma. 26_5.~~:J:;and ,_··· t'.· .;:;::_.·: .. 

C-/' 265.51 in ·conjunction ~ith Montebellc:,_ O.P. . :•::.t'?' ";~;,~~,-~::?~-::c:1\·':'.':;t :-. <<· .'. > ' .. · : .>: .···{.< < ·:1·: :··" ·'° · '-' .- : .: · · ,J •... · ·.t.\$i);~r /:B:.f)"'>:tt?·.r: · 
No followup documents have been found in the file~;-,.,<:;,;)·-~·,.··· ·. · ·'1 ·:::.:. * . , ; .. ·. . ,.<. ·-- .· . ; ... ,.:\:--·,: .. ,~ . . . >·: "t/f;z\(~:::rt: 

Memo of call (Megan Robinson, Cassandra Biron)· atatea that·:an'.'::-;'..-;,?::·.·, 
automatic system for treatment of •off spec. material",,: to. ·'go'· ori 

: line upon approval of County Eng. and Sanitation l>ept, .· \Treatment 
' above· ground and monitored before discharge to the County> system~·;: .... 
~. Off spec. material can be sold to companies •• raw 11&terlal.·•c·<... ..· . .-,"::,. ,· ·. · . · · · ... · ·,::: .. · · - ·· .. ;: ··,i<·/=t ::;_\:·~:.::{L· .·· , :\:.' .; Robinson. requested. outline of activities .to take '.place\· tor ;•.;X;.:,'.:{:;-:· ). 

<t>. :3~;:~if; :~ii~i-~7~f ~~-~;~J:r~;l~~~:--\,/. :~l\i:/<i~i i.:~. [t', :r; \r\):.:~. ~---J-!.:>,/:i :. ; ~., · ~.!1i;i·tt· ·· ;;~:~iF ;f:¾{;~:.;-\-:,; , ': r -.~!lI•:~:·,; (\~f 1;·r; . .,? 'Robini,~n'·• 'also":t·stated : that" -· .. 'l>vaid.ance· '••could be ·"·"awarded . wlie' _. . ,:~·.':, .. . ....... ~ -:~.:,;~•,: ',,·1··;::. :"'•:··~.,.J.:"';,' ~ ,. ", •, -:-.; .. \.l•,!~~ •, -~ .J,...l,~'\ • ,·.1,, :,.• ;, ••. .F t~,L ~ ,. • , . .t·,J~:~f'·~- !.~ .. . . :.~·,-/. •·:•.,,.~-.;;., ·;-.:.:, system. was. near completion:";•·<· ;_~·-·.}·~1•.• ::~t}.f\' ,;,·:··~.:.:· ··. · ·. •, -'..:: · , ; ·: .d.,,,;.:; -.;;f;t;.-.:,. J·-· ~1: .. ;. :· .• -: \ · . ... <::::-<:.--::; . · · · :-:; : ': : ... •.... > .. <- ~-: :: .. :, ~;.:::, :.'.~ <··(\ :- <:.r::t~1:f-; ~: :1.~· _;;-. - ·;. ·:'./ .'.~i""j_;_•-.,:r::;r/:.f~~ .. i · · · ...... ~~>.·:;::.:·-'·;,_*··<r: There is· no· indication in·'. the file ,that 'the ·:reque1t1d ·outline'~was•:J;1f\t;:·;;: .. · 
. • ~ : I 

1
._ \'_/: \•:\ :. /.>ever 'receiv~d by the Department. ;:' 'Thar~.:,' ar~ ~ no ~ drawS.1111 ,. -~::: __ oth~r·?V;~'r -i',z,'·.',:L:· ·. 

. . . : . ~:;;,::·iltil'- descriptions , in. the file .related to Biron'• ,letter or the matters·,:::,, !,:':~ . ~ ·. -~ ' .. :;,.;t.•-~-,;,r-,-.~ ' di n' b.ti .. , •l .. ~--- ,''\;'-!° /, ~·•e1,~· f..i..•,::;, .. ""'?'.~•.,.~ ... q::,· ~-- •· • .}~t .• ~ .... r ·:, .. rt,J-~ ... ~~ .. \·.· 'li'~-' . . · ·:: · r:,~·,-.:·;• .. reporte n ""o :1.nson s .memo. . ·. .. .• .. :-:i •. 1 • .-,t:~ .. ·,,:t,.;,,,. ,:,;. ,i-1t,•r.·: , •t• . , ~;'.,.,;; .~ ,·)·r .. i){.r;:·t ,.,. :"', './ft . -~ · · : ·: . ~ :~; ~.' : __ ~,:~j:{~~~::~::: · r.7~; ~ ·.-:::~-.~i~. • , ,. .
4 

• • ~ !:!{<:;: ·;~::j;~-~ ::·1 .'\· .. : ;· ·· . :: £::· ~ 21 ~ '~:{~~-~!~'1•.;:!!~/~_:;(:· R i ~,\ \~ • ~ :: 'ft]~:~:j:~~ ~~ ·J.: . '.~~;-~ {.~~\ r~ .~~}~:~/ . 
.,: ··. : ·. 1 /29/8s·: ::t GPC .· (Michael T • .' Goldstein)'· 1:eeter to USEPA':reque~ting ',/ :·,/:j;:;;, .. , i~Aitl:i::>:·;f;:t1::.~•\:-. ;- -\~- :\--:·_.'.';-:·;: :'_·'.reclassification . from ~TSD . Interim Status" ·:to'. ··generator·.:~:!)nly/t .. : .. :-,: ·{,:: ,,.) . . ,.> ,. ., claiming that their treatment unit is. elementary neutral.iz&:~io11.,/•.:· · · ' 

·' .', only · and totally enclosed. . • .; . ·,,, · · ' · · ,.:'fl>1·- rt'/f~•>, ,-~: ::•/.··' . . , . . · .. , ~. . . . . . . ,.·.:,;;}J;;';j,\~:~,;~{\·i·, 
8/16/85_ USEPA replied to Goldstein that DHS had interim authori1ation, a~d ,~\· '.:-'.\. :·• ... , •-.? any change in the facility status would have. to be ia1ued by :.DH~_.;\;.,;:(}·:_?\,\:'t: ·. , : i\ · · - · .. ·.{·: ·}\)J?i?:lt·:··::· -· · ;- ~~. ,. • ·; , : '\·:~ t~\}.~ • t(:iif ~JJ:i~~:.-l 1;: ~;·.;' • , 

... . > ·2 - ' :::\11it<0;;jj;i1f 
·,,'.·i •'•··.::i:·,;,· :" ' 
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8/8/88 GGI estimated documents would be available on site 

~·~ :> . 
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Permitting Unit for evaluation. Pursuant to 22 Cal. Code Regs.,, 
Section 66389 (a) (2), should DHS determine that, the Part A permit\tf~ · · application is deficient .. and that the · owner/operator is not\/' , J,i entitled, to. interim status, DHS may so notify :the . owner/operatol':i , .· : /,;\/(,''' The· owner/operator'. would ·. then be' subject · to: enforcement. actions·. fo' ·,, .. ·: · : ·::( \. .. ::.);~t1~tif;,~!.2.~f:~;\;~{ffr;;\l{t-em~.;/~t:i/ t;;f~~}~~\~[.~itt)l ... ··.· ·v,1i~~1~j~;:.1:4'.;}f{t[f~~t~:Pl 

,' ,:;::}1/+~l..!,.liR.-O'.'t ~~~~~,;d/~o: 9/1~/88 :-, ~nspe~_ti~t; c'! €e~ ::~e~K!*!!~~~~~~!_l~f}:fi:Ji 
· · -.-~- ·_-,'.;,;:.,;~::,.~fi~r-: •;~,~~ations_;i~(·.Ii_~~G,: .. ~~.~::'.:;c~t;,.· .. ~·<>.;~;·:its~!0·::\}ti:;'.mtI.Jt\tf!~l:~;-.;:::;r~;,.:;•:/;'/\f:;ftJ;:h\~- i:}:,: .. . ;.,,_: ... >,: :, .. -~ ·, :-., l{,-~'.:,67120: (a).· Failure• to·· ,maint:9-;~,-. .'~~:,t~~er~~~--~~h~ ... facili~ .J~,;.,~;;.\~}l~';.,}.;)'4)/ 

-,f. :~-
···· · · The containers of waste had been reJD()yed. by 9/12/88. ");, •: " , ,, . . :::,,,,, ':-•·· t'l, 

• ',: ,'. I • ~•~ •.•.~ ~ ~~< \ 1·' - '..(~-:,{::_, 4 :.;~i~ttr~t·::.~.:_,... •~,'· }]•{~)i~ft .. -' 1
,·.•~.:,:.::}\~.:-.• ~:/:t/.''\~i ::;':/, •, Residues of what may have been hazardous waste remained on the .:,-,, ';/(i'; ground in_the:subject area on 9/12/88.. ·••··.•· · · 

1/13/89 meeting with GGI The '):~o~sul~~nt said 1 he · ... would 
prepare a written plan for removal and confirmation of removal'' 

. of the wastes. . , , _ · . . . :·· . '!Y,i',1 .. ::, c})}K:'~:, , 
Nonimpervious· ·· secondary ''-containments 'and leakage · of hazardous/::·;/(·' ·:. wastes from same along back wall of main building 9/12/88. . ... ·· ,·· ' · 

* No response received .. • 

11/28/88 GGI letter requesting time extension, and stating that GGI is .... ,•· planning to hire an outside consultant to implement the .,._. ~ ,, .. 
, actions maned by the agreenent · , : ·,, · · · 

11/30/88 G~ltletter resp~nding to R0V for the 9/12/88 inspect!.~~.· ~nd .: '.')···:.~,:\/.<. , . - · • included reports of the .9/3 ,4/88. incidents.': .. .,;,.·,, :;·,':.,} .'1;/ . .' ::,,;::.:, t··~ ::/0 '.s':'.,.:,il1':'t';\\t,~'<:;,:· . ;; {{/./.: (1 ;. ·., ~'••: :£: ;~\:,\- ·. }:;:-{>'({/,,(i; .. ,1.., ·Jh}}~~t~J;~mliJ;\~~~~ft ·,';'.-12!tr:< ,~{j'f:F{>}•: i·?i\i;j{ ).~::~t,/: ·.GPO· sent DHS a copy_ of .. the 7 /31/86:·Agreement between GPC and GGl~;i_tf: <?•J01:.r-:'., :.!{ -:·,~···· , .. -···.:. ;-: ... ~ .. ··· ........ -:- .. , ... ~.--_ ••. ·· .... ·. ,. ·-·•.rt•_:,·:'••,.v'-,. ... _ · transferring · ownership : .. of,: _the facility}[from .: GPC/~to_ · GGL·!+;:: n,ie .::-,;:·>: .;j1\L document received included an· 80 page'.Agieemerit and .~Schedule 5 11 ,-,a...-_::t::;.;:;. ?-: 'r,listing of the_ permits ~ppl:foable to: the~_facility issued by SCAQMD ;;_:}::-tt:f~· . 
. . ·. ;::::. andr~~D~c_:,~·- ·.· ;;: · ,,' ,/,: \~ :;:.]\)/.L\;i{Tul-,t::I::;/~~!:S}ti~~'.~i~fj )(:.5}}{ <,,.· ., ·:;:: i(;:\.r)):~:}J\ 

:,';_ ., DHS_.{still ·needs .. \ to ·-~obtairi~~fthe,('.fol!o1ting·,·~d:<>cwnents';:11hich/--the ·.'/:~: :·.,;, · ;!j),t:~;t~I::b::f::· . to: ••. ·; .' ' ' ·~~lf ~.:at~titt~:: .,,if )rtr)i'.~;ililif: .•· '$i 
Exhibit G Chlorine and Caustic Agreement ;, 
Copies of the permits listed in Schedule 5- . ·',. "' 
Schedule 6 City of Commerce Ass'ets· '··'..,. . i{\, 
Schedule 15 Certain Actions Taken since March 29, . 

Schedule 19 
1986 . ',' ·•' 
Litigation and claims 

7 -
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1/13/89 Meeting between GGI and DHS, with GGI's consultant, ENSR. DHS reps/ 
.\\ ~~j1;~S~~a!n!Gi2/2i:8 ~~m~ly ~it~'.{d~,~~f ~i:~rt~~ ~,:,, ~0!• :tf 7 /28/88, 

. /·. ·'/ : .• -::· ... · .... :._,:•,,·.?\/tf:,,, ,/:\• .. '.:•-·:·;· ,.'.\ \'.'::, :'.·/{ ·f:,i-~ft:):): );\'f:\· J,C-:qf.:,)tJ?\i: •\::. 
2/2/89,;::<\(Los. 1 Angeles· County fire : department sent·, per,' D~ ~: .. :request, 
· -·•· ::\;\f\\;:'..of,/thei.:t'..:: incident._. reports from:.·:the' :.Augus:t;:::10,;:\19~~ and 

i. ;',f )!J\:~I~i~,i!:,' • \ i , f ~1j\){'.~f i/,j\f{?,:: ·• jrC';~'.,~)~f:t• . . ·': · 
2/2/~9 , "'"_En~oF,cement meeting! DHS. :· , · ~l;.:.~- . , , . . -~t,<'};.:::-\:. : 

1 
, , 'c " •.. /: •; \.j~~1:~)i\~f~~ ~qi :;1 , l; ~~•r •-:-~, ~ ;_ :{t / : >t ,' :J :::.' •'"f , >,t\ •\: ~•• :. ,- ' ' 1 ' 

2/2/89 _ :;; 'oot's:'•notification to'begin closure···o_f ·1ts'\City of Commerce 
" ' facilityi.?pursuant. /to the ; appli~able1-:'provisions · of Article 23, 

Cha~ter C· 30, . Division. ·· 4\/:;of, • : Title· .. , , : 22_,', of . · _the· .-: California 
Administrative .. Code of Reguiations. ~.,.,,._,;).. . .... 

~:i;~.tif•·;··. /~:~_ .. ·:·: _'·:> :.··' ·, >, '.; .. · ·. .:,,,•;::, __ :/ ... --r'"i...-<:·:·//si':;" <:..-./ 
. : GGr also . states _that· .. the · fS:cility .~ill ·c~ntinue to operate under 
· ,;:Jgenerator-only status .. \lt also stat~s 11 1,t is ou:r;otunderstanding that 

DHS will. not require the .facilityto •· follow ,interim status .or 

2/9/88 · 

hazardous waste facility permitting or:operatingrequireme~ts. 111 

l. •• ., >~,.{;,:: ,: '• 
Telecon between Roy Thielking,.DHS,,and Terry'Burt, Phelan, 'Marrin;. 

. · Johnson; and Burgess. attorneys · for _GPC. . Burt asked to review the · 
. file· on GGI .. ' · Thielking told him to· call Antoinette Cordero of the _ 

A.G. 's office~ ,, -1 ' 

Thi~lking asked for a listing of the materials GPC had sold to GGI 
when'. the property was transferred~ and: also asked if CPC would 
submit more complete drawings, etc. than were contained in the Part 
A; · ·· Burt said he would see if GPC · would . send . the requeated 
information. : ·: · 

..... ,-·, 
'·"'~' 
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Company: 

Georgia-Pacific 

2501 Malt Ave. 

City of Commerce 

I 

·Inspector: 

C.Berman· 

I inspected the Georgia-Pacific facility at the above 

address on 2/25/86. 

Thia plant produces swimming pool care products, 

plastic bottles, and packages anti-freeze products. 

The swimming pool chemicals include both ·dry and 

liquid chlorinators. The dry materials contain calcium 

hypochlorite, sodium dichloro-S-triazinetrione, or 

trichloro-S-tri1:1zinetrione. These chemicals are purch]· d in 

bulk, and repackaged by Georgia~Pacific. During the \ 

p_ack:3.ging process material is sometimes spilled, and a 

baghouse system is also used to capture dust. The spilled 

material is swept up and stored in fiber drums, as is the 

baghouse dust. Dry materials returned from dealers are also 

transferred to fiber drums. All these items have been stored 

in the s~me area as new raw materials. 

Georgia-Pacific also manufactures and packages liquid 

chlorinators at this plant. These are produced by mixing 

chlorine gas with w~ter. 

The dry materials which have been stored in the fiber 

drums are recycled into liquid chlorina.tor by adding them to 

water, neutralizing the solution with sodium sulfite, and 

using the chlorine reco~ered to produce liquid chlorinator. 

The company contends that the materials are exempt frorn 

the hazardous waste regulations because they are recycled 

and used where they are generated. 

Because of laxness in timely working off of these 

materials, over 130 drums accumulated. One of the drums 

ruptured, sptlling material on the ground. This was swept up 

and placed in a fiber drum. The chemicals are reactive, 

particularly when organic matter such as leaves are mixed 

with them so heat was generated, which··caused the .drum to 

ignite, and chlorine gas was- emi t't;ed. -This occured ·about 

. - ... . 
. - ·.- .-- .. . ... - '-: .... : ---: . . . . ~ : - ... :·. .. 

... _ ........ ;---~---..~~ ~"'.-: •. •~~ -~;:-;;.:_ .. -:·: i • .':>.,. .-#- ... •:· 



9:00 P.M. on 2/20/86. The fire department was called and 
the drum was placed in water-filled dumpster, stopping the 
emission of chlorine. The inspector from the L.A.County 
Health Dept., Bill Jones, responded to the situation, and on 
observing the large quantities of material present ordered 
the company to begin reducing the amount by putting it into 
the production system. 

The company instituted an around the clock program to 
recycle these materials. At 11 :00 P.M. 2/21/86 there was an 
explosion in the reaction tank, because the batch was being 
transferred before the reaction was complete. Again, 
chlorine gas was released to the atmosphere. At 4:00 A.M. 
2/22/86 an excess of material was added to the reaction 
tank. This time a gate valve blew and 6000 gallons of the 
solution was was released onto a paved area. This material 

i 

was pumped b~ck into the tank. , ·1 l · 
When Bill Jones became awar~ of the!3e incidents he JU 'i ;\; 

ordered the process shut down and the excess material ~o rJi~.,., 
removed from the premises. 100 drums of material was taken V 
to the Crosby & Overton storage yard and remains there at 
this time. 

I asked Bob McCormick of ATPD if the process used by GP 
is recycling and whether these materials are exempt from 
regulation as hazardous waste. He thought they were, citing 
the Health and Safety Code, sec. 25143-2(b)(1). 

The company generates waste hydraulic oil which is 
accumulated in a tank and picked up by a waste oil hauler 
for recyling off premises. They have a waste water treatment 
system which is monitored by the L.A.County Sanitation 
District. 

Examination of company records revealed that there was 
no contingency plan at the facility. Michael Goldstein 
stated that there had been a proble_m in preparing _a 
contingency plan acceptable to company management. but·this 
was now in the final stages of c~mpletion. 

---- ---••--" . - . 
·- . 

· wv 

- • _,- ,; 0 : • ; .; _... ~ .. _ • .: - ~ 
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Mr. William Jones 
Los Angeles County 

., 

Department of Health Services 
Hazardous Waste Control Program 
2615 s. Grand Avenue, Room- 607 · 
Los Angeles,CA 90007 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

.. 

February. 22, 1986 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation proposes to mitigate the hypochlorite situation in the following manner: 

To stabilize the 65\ Calcium Hypochlorite Solid in 32 drums, we propose the following: 

1. ~ay 2 layers of 4 mil plastic down on the concrete. 2. Place 1 drum of Calcium Hypochlorite-on the plastic and 1 einpty drum. 
3. Line the empty drum with l - 4 mil plastic barrel liner. _ 4. Mix diatomaceous earth on a 1 to 1 basis with the hypochlorite and place in the clean drum. 
S. Continue this procedure until.all 32 drums are re-packaged. 6. Restore the hypochlorite in the proper shed with appropriate labeling. 

We furthe~ p~opose to neutralize the Calcium Hypochlorite in the following manner: 

1. Mix 1 drum of Calcium Hypochlorite, 350 lbs., slowly by bucket or drum cradle with safety chain into large reaction vessel containing 4000 gallons of water. 
2. After solution is complete, we will end up with a solution concentrate of .2\ available chlorine. 
3. Neutralize this 1 batch with Sodium Sulfite Na 2so3 , which will essentially produce the following reaction: 

Na2S03 + Cl2 + H20 ~-> Na2S04 + 2 HCl 4. Adjust the pH before discharging to the sewer using Sulfuric Acid to bring pH down if necessary. -·· 
' 

.. -~--- . . . . ~ . . .... - . ,. -- -·. . . .... ·-- . .. ... 



following Stoichiometric relationship are involved& 

a. Dissolving of Calcium Hypochlorite 

b. Dissociation.,of hypochlorite to Hypochlorous acid. 

2BOC1 ,<==> 2R +l +20Cl -

Sopium Sulfite is the classical method used for Hypochlorite destruction. 

The clean-up personnel involved in the operation shall utilize the following 
safety equipment: 

1. Rain gear 
2. Acid gloves 
3. Organic vapor/acid gas respirators (Scott Full Face) 
4. Acid boots 

The personnel will have available to them Scott Air Packs in case of any off gassing or emergency situations. 

We further propose to overpack all 100 drums of the Trichloro-S-Triazinetrione and Sodium Dichloro-S-Triazinetrione in the following manner:· 

1. Overpack the drums using 4 mil plastic barrel liner and placing 
the fiber drums in 55 gal DOT 17H steel drums. 

2. These drums will be placed on a flat rack and transported to 
Crosby & Overton, Inc. and T.S.D. for temporary storage. 

Sincerely, 

~~~-~~ 
Michael T. Goldstein 
Technical Director 
Chemical Packaging Division 

MTG/sy 

,--·-----

.. 
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GROW GROUP, H~.-

':: C'ERTIE"IED M.1\.IL 

U.S. ~PA Region IX 

coNsuMEA PRODUCTS DIVISION 

760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Telephone (213) 724-6530 

Septe~ber 9, 1986 

RCRA Programs Section (T-2-1; 
Toxic3 r. Waste Management Divis'ion 
215 ~r~mont Street 
San F~nncisco, CA 94105 

Dear Sir, 

.. 

Enclosed please find the completed "Notification of Hazardous Waste 
---;Activity", EPA Form 8700-12 (Rev. 11-85) ·necessary to transfer EPA I.D. 

numb~r CADO 65393080 £rem Georgia-Pacific Corporation to Grow Group, Inc., 
Cons,.m,er Prc,duc.:ts Division, 2501 Halt Avenue, City of Com.■:1erce, CA 90040. 

Thank you for your assistance in completing this matter. 

.{1TG/.;;y 

Enclc:>sure 

Sincerely, 

~~t-~ 
Michael T. Goldstein 
Technical Directo: 
Consum·er Procucts Division 
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.. Zc r:.- 4- 'i ·'i -E 'c ~ 
,vttd. 0MB No. 2050-C:028. E11pir~s 9-30-88. ! 

leas-. prin:·or ty,;,e wi:h ELITE type (12 characters).,.,t_1ch) ,n the unshaded .ireas only GSA flo. 0240-fPA-OT ; 

. United States Environmental Protection Agenc:y 
·· :· Washington, DC 20460 · • 

~EPA :/·-Not'if1catio,/~t f-:la~·a~do~~-W~st~- A·ctivity. 
Please refer to the Jnstruc:ions for 
Filing Not11ication t:efore completing 
this form. The information recuested 
here is required by law (Section 
3010 of the Resource Conservation 
and ReroveryActJ. 

Comments 

fci I I J I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
•. Date Received .. 

Apcroved (yr. mo. day} 

I 1: l- I I .I I I I I_ I IT/.Al C 

I I 1 I I I I I I I 

I - I I I I 
..---. •-: ·--. . 

' 

... 
-··· ... --· ....... 

·.·--· -~-·-· -. -:'"' .. •· 

I. Name of lnstall;Jtion ;___._ ~-•·""·- -- -- -· ----~-.. ~--~'-'-' 

I I I I I I I I I I co~s~ PR9DU<;:TS Dr?ZS+ON I" I I I 
II. Installation Mailinc. Address f."•'"'.'--r-•.- - - - ·---".""~ -- ,.,, ~~ 

: ··• ... _ -· - •Str~t or P.O. Box 

·-'---·.CitvorTown----·•.:·:·.··:.·,• • . . :.· • .. ; ... ~-~·:-·: .. · .. --,..·.• · ·.-, .. - I State 

cl A 

111. Location of I nstalla"tion ~~~~....!Z-~~~~,-<"."~~,.. ·----~~~6"~~~5~ 
· · ... ·· · • .'.. ·•. · · · .- .· Street or Route Numb~r • · ·. - ·:. ·--~.•·.-,,_.~-; .. a··, 

·· A Nams of Installation's Leaal Owner B. Tvoe of Ownershio (enter codeJ 

p 

• I 

VI. Tvoe of Requlat~~l Waste ..£.\ctivitv /Mark •x· in rhe aoorooriate boxes. Refer to instructions.} ~:~~~~:":!;:.,,:-:_~~ 

A. H:nardou:s Was,,. Activitv • · · , .. 

[x 1 a. Generator ... 

0 2. Transpor.er . 

: 0 1 b. Less tha·n 1,000 kg/mo. 

0 3. Treater/StareriDisposer 
.. -

0 4. Underground lnj~ion ... • 

0 5. Market or Burn Hazardous Wast~ Fuel 
(enter •x· and mar.'f appropriate bnA~S below) 

0 a. Generator l\.hrk~ting to Burner 

0 b. Other Marketer 

0 c. 8urn1tr 

B. Used Oil Fuel Activities · · 
- : 0 6. Off-Specification Used Oil Fuel · · - . .... .. . . ·:·':· ·• • 

{enter ·x• and mark appropriate boxes below) . ~ •..... . - • .. · 

D a. Generator Marketing to ~urner - •.·:; -~-:- ~· .·:·.~ > :· ·_ • • 
~ . . . . ··- .. 

D b. Other Marketer · ·.· •· · - :· · ·'· -- · · ••• ·- ~:. 
.:- .. · ... -~ ~ ::J : ...... ...... 

... _ - .. - : 

D 7. SpecificJtion Used Oil Fuel Marketer (or On sire Burner) : 
Who First Claims the Oil Meets the Specification 

p .......... ·-- -- -· ... . 
VII. 1Naste Fuel Burning: Type of Combustion Device(enter"X"inal/;Jppropri3teboxestoindic:,retypeolcombusrionrievic~s)in 
which hazardous waste fuel ur oH-specilic:won used oil fuel is burned. See instructions for definitions of combustion devices.) 

0 A. Utility Boil~, D B. lndustriai Beile~ · • • ·· 0 C. ln~ustrial Furn3C9 ·- • •• . 

VIII. Mode of TranseorTation ftrans:iorters oniv enter ·x· in the aoorooriate box/es) ~-~,-~<:"'!:~-~-.... ,.z...<~:'='.,-c.-'~~~".-~ 

D A. Air O B. Rail D C. Highway D D. Water D E. Other (s;,ecify) 

M3rlc ·x· in the appropriate bo:11 to indicate whethP.r this is your installation's first not,lic3tion of ha:arC:ous waste activity or a subsequent 
n01,f,cJ11on. If this is not your first notification, enter your installation·s E?A ID Number in the s;:,ace provided below. 

C. lnst:illation·s EPA ID Numb@r 

0 A. First Notific:ition G B. Subsequent Notification (complete item CJ 

en,'\ c-.,.- n-,n" "',... ,n 

. 
j. 
i 

I 
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I I. 
i• 

i : . 
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. ' - . ·- .. 
II""'~ """' 31.•F4 'i-9-tb ... ". 

ID - m' Otficia·I Use Only ., 
. -· .· .. ·.: .-.. . •· . . 

~1 I I I I I I I I IT/Al C 

' I I , 

.• Hazardous Wastes fTom Nonsp11eifo: Sources. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.31 for ea~h listed hazardous wast& 
from nons;;~:fic sources your i~st3llation h,mcles. _Usa acditio~a~ :;~~ts if necessary. ·. · ·:: ·:·: . . •. ··: ·,_. ... : .. -:··: .··;~ __ -: • - -· 

•.. .... , 2 3 ., .... .• ·.- 4 . : 5. 
, . 

6 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I . I I I 
7 . -- .. 8" 

t---1,---:lc--,I---I: · .. .,.__,l___,.1---,.1-
. 9 -. ·10 

I I I I I I 
.. . 11 

: I I I 
12 

I I I 
l. Hazardo~ Wastes fro~Sp .. .:ilic Sources. Enter th& four-digit numbar from .:.0 CFil Part 261.32 lor eac."'I listed.hua,cous will;.ta from ___ _ 

specific sources your installarion_ ~~ndles. Use additic>nal sheets if ~ecessary.; :~-:: •.~:· ··/;_:~ .. ·:,~· ._ . .. : ·:,F,; ·::-· :. ~- · :. ·-":· .. :·:: ;~ •. , : ·.;-: ~i.-: .~- :: · 

· 13 ·-· 14 . .- .. - ~ 15 .. 16 . •·17 ·. .. . ·. ,a .. ..•. . ,. · . 

I I I 
.. 

I I I 
---

I I I I I I I I I I I I ::r -- ·-· ...• . ,, 
. ·.-- : .. •. ' 

: 
· .. ·.19 --·-· ;.·:,20· .-:.·- : ..: ::- -=:: :· -~··21:-:.: .. 1~.-:;:.:., ,. · •. :,,.,.:.._:· 2.2 -.. ·. ' •.. 23. ... : .. 24 .-.... .·! ~ -:· . . 

I I I 
--

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I - . 
.. .• . . 

-- - ·:-. . 
-· •. ·. ~25 ·-==~ -.·. -~ _:.~2s..: -'· ., ,·. ·- , •?-:· ~·:,,·~-.:_ 27 '!:fr:;;.. .. - _:_,--.2a .•.. , ... 29 . -. .. 

''..~ ::!O ·• 
. -

. -~-· · .. :r. . ....... .. ··-· -:.~· -- . .. 

I I I 
I 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I : 

.. : - .. 
' 

:. Commen:iel Chemical Pmdur.-: Hn:ardou.s W,,-stl!l'S. cnterth& four-digit number from 40 CFR Pan 261.33 for each chemical su!lstanc:e · ,_ 
your installation handles...,.hicn may be a haZ3rdous waste:.Us•additional sheets if necessary.- .. ;.,_:·;.~. ,. ,.·_.··•;;,.•. 7--,:_;;_.·~--:-;· ... :.-· ~-•·.-.:.- • . . ::;-:-:_: 

. . . . .. - . . . . - . . .. - . . . •·. ..-.•:. .... :· . -·- -: .••' ... ,..; ..... ,._ .. ,. .· .. · ... -.... . . 
-.. 31 · --32 · . .. ::- 33· .. --··· .. 34 . ... - .. 

:-;:35 •.. · :- .. :,:. .• 36 -· .. ·-·· .. -•.; 

--~-; I __. I 
.. 

. -

I I I i I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ' ... .. •··: 
1 I . . . 

. _. r·-··-- ·-·· ' 
. .. 

37 .. : ::-,:, .. :· ... 39 .. ·· "° -- •. ·41 . . .. 
42 . 

-J··-
.. · .. .. - . . 

I I l I I I I I I I I I ... I l I ;, I I I -· I -·. .. 
., ··:-· ---- . ..;. -~= ... 

43 . -:.:::. - ·.• :·::":·_4-$-. ."; ... : ·- ·; .... ·\· ·• •. 45 -· .:· :.;_;-. ~- •, ·.: 46 • ,._. ··-· .·.• ._. ·. · · ., ... 47 '~;. · . .. -.:_-_ 48 
~ 

.. . - ·•·· 

· I I I , I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I .• .. 
-

0. Listed lnfftC'tiou:s Wastes. Enter thft four-cigit number from 40 CFR Part 261.34 for each h3zarcous waste from hospitals. veterinary hos- •. 
pita ls. or mecical and resnrch laboratories your i,:istallation handles. Use acd!tio~al sheets if n~ci:ssat)I •.• · • .• _-: •:. •. ;_ ,;.;-:"<. :; ., .. . _.·••,j: ~ :--.·-·. 

49 ... .. ·.·-so .. -- ·,:,: .. s,- ··· ... ···s2 ·· ·· ·· ·· .. s3 _. .. 54· . 

I ~--1 ·-·I t:· __ :L ...;.:.":! ~..:.•1;_-~J..; _ _ :._ -~L.:...:l..~::2:.I::.::; ,".:: --:-· 1--,\1·.:·-1·:::,-. ,.;,. .. -~1-~7"-1 ·-:·.:.1 ~ .. :~ ·.:~1-:-.-1----l .;.~ 
:.· ·:- :.,._. :.-.. ·· 1 -·· .:.-.:T . -:: .-,:-· r .:. l_,_;:r,-~--- ... -· .. :. ·.-.··· _:.: ... .-.. ,_. . . :; : .. , : . ·-=-: ~-:--·· -·:.-·1 ~-. 

I certiiy under penal!y of !aw that I hav~ pP.rsonally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in 
this and all ar?ar.hed document=, and :har cased on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for 
obtaining th:;Jii#nform-r;on, i beii~Ye tha! the submitted information is true. accurate. and complete. I am aware that 
there are sigrJ ; c,rfoe;;-t!ff;es for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment . .,,,., __ .,,. 

Signature ~ / /,.- ./ I Name nnd Official Title {typ~ or print} 

V// / _,.. _ ./ I Robert L. Carsten 
,/~~/_,Z,i./...,-~ I Vice President & General Manager 

Cate Sign&d 

8/18/86 

E.PA Form 8700·12 (Rev. 1 i-85) R .. ver:s., 
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GROW CROUP n,c. 
CONSUMER PRODUCTS DIVISION 
2501 MALT AVENUE 
CITY OP CO~CE, CA 90040 

EPJ\ NOTIPIC.,1.TION OP HAZ.\:RDOUS 'WASTE AC'!IVITY 

V. OWNERSHIP 

A. Name of Installation• s Legal. 0-.mer: 

Grow Group :Inc. 
200 Park Avenue 
}l"e-w York, New York 10166 

Rilsby Ttlbe Supp1y Company 
9500 Tel.star Avenne 
E1 Monte, CA 

GC>odyear Tire & Rubber Company 
1144 E. Market Street 
Akron, Ohio· 44316 

. . 

....... 
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GOO'.,'\/ !GROUP, ~NC. 
4000 Dupont Circle 
Louisv1lie: Kentucky 40207 
Telephone: (502) 897 98fi1 

July~~7, 1986 

Hazardous Waste Materials Branch 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region IX 
215 Fremont Street 
San Francisco 94105 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a notification that the ownership of the facilities listed below will 
be transferred from Georgia-Pacific Corporation, Chemical Packaging Division 
to Grow Group, In:., on or about July 28, 1986. 

The Resource Con sarvaticn and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste generator 
I.D. numbers listed below are'applicable to these facilities and it is requested 
that these I.D. numbers be transferred to Grow Group, Inc. 

Facility Name (Location) 

City of Commerce, CA. 
2501 Malt Avenue 
90040 

Montebello, CA. 
760 So. Vail Avenue 
90640 

Vernon, CA. 
1726 Lema Vista Avenue 
80058 

RCRA I.D. No. 

CADO 85393080 

CADO 9380890 

CADO 20747655 

Should you have any questions or require a~ditional information, please advise. 

Best regards, 

J I • J~ i A 
I~ t-rJ. v"'..........., 

H~nry ,: Jones 
Manager, Environmental Affairs 

/ds 
cc: .M. Goldstein 

/ D. B. Russel 1 
~ W. H. Russel 1 

-· 



Mr. Michael Feeley 
Razardo~s 8aterials Branch 
U.S. EPA ;-·Region 1'.X 
215 Fremont Street 
San Francisco , CA 94105 

Dear Mr. Feeley, 

RE: Georg~a-Pacific Corporation 
Hazardous Waste Activities 
2501 Malt Avenue 
City of Co1t1merce, CA 900·i0 

.. 
Georgia-Pacific Corporatit..l . 7G0 South Vail Avmu, 

ftfo111,o,llo, C11/ifomia 90G4o 
T,l,pho11, {213) 724-GJ.30 

July 29, 1985 

I 

Because of present and impending impacts of the 1984 R.C.R.A. AmendrnentsuponT.S.D. 
:Interim Status Facilities, Georgia-Pacific'.has evaluated its operations at the above 
1isted facility. A thorough review of our operations and the regulations leads us to 
conclude that the "TSD Interim Status" should be changed to that of ge.~erator:only. We 
base our conclusions on ✓the following: 

l.) 

2) 

Our initial Hazardous Waste Activity Notification and Federal Part A 
Hazardous Waste Application were made as a protective filing in an attempt 

- to-~n::.ure compliance with r~gulations that were new, complicated and uncertain.. 
We are enclosing a drawing of our wastewater system that clearly demonstrates 
that the system is exempt from TSD regulation by confor:ning to the definiti"ons 
(see 40 CFR Part 260.10) of: 

A. a totally enclosed treatment facility, (40 CFR Part · 
264.l(g)(S), and; 

B. an -elementary neutralization unit. ·c40 CFR Part 264.l(g) (6). 

3) Georgia-Pacific does not presently nor do we intend to store any ha:a=dous. 
waste beyond 90 days at this facility. 

We therefore request vit..~drawal from TSD rnterim Status with retention of generator 
cnly status for our continuing need and future compliance. 

Your early writ~en confir.nation of these requests will be appreciated. Should you have 
any questions concerning. the requests, please call at your convenience. 

MTG/sy 
Enclosure 
cc: R~y Plate, Cor.merce 

Bob Carsten, Newport Beach 

Sincerely, 

~~~~~ 
Michael T. Goldstein 
Techncial Director 
Chemical Packaging Division 

F. Mccaig: D. Dutton; R. Horder: Atlanta 

l ; 
I .: 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

215 Fremont Street 
San Francisco. Ca. 94105 

~gust 16, 1985 

Michael T. Goldstein 
Te.chnical Director 
Chemical Packaging Division 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Hontebello, CA 90640 

Re: City of Commerce Facility (EPA .IDi CAD085393080) 

Dear Mr. Goldstein: 

This letter is in response to your request for withdrawal 
of your permit application for the facility referenced above,~ 
submitted pursuant to Section 3005 of the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act/(RCR.~}. 

On January 11, 1983, EPA granted Interim Authorization 
to the State of California to operate Phase II, Component A 
of its hazardous waste program in lieu of the Federal program. 
This authorization includes authority to issue RCRA permits 
for facilities that treat or store hazardous waste in tanks, 
containers, and piles. Your facility now falls under State 
jurisdiction and we have transferred your Part A application 
to the California Department of Health Sevices. 

Your request and a copy of this letter will be forwarded 
to: 

Mr. John Masterman, Permits Coordinator 
California DOHS 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
714 "P" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

and to the appropriate regional office of Department of Health 
Services. In the future, please contact DOHS regarding any 
permit activities covered under the authorization. 

: 

2 
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If you have any questions, please contact our Industry 
Assistance Office at (415)974-7472. 

cc: 

. 
I 

i 
., 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael T. Feeley 
Chief, RCRA Programs Section 
Waste Programs Branch 

John Masterman, Sacramento DOHS 
Regional Office, Los Angeles DOES. 

. . 

-' .-

.3 : 
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, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION IX 

·215 Fremont Street 

San Francisco. Ca. 94105 

1 

o 4 SEP ,gas ~ i,8~ r -~ 

John Hinton 
T.S.C.D. - Permits 
Department of Health Services 
107 s. Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

. ,.w-

Re: Georgia - Pacific Corporation, Montebello 

(EPA ID No. CAD009380890) 

Dear Mr. Hinton: 

In Reply 
Refer to: T-2-1 

The referenced facility has requested withdrawal of its Part A 

permit application. The signed RCRA Reversion Agreement specifies 

procedures for handling Part A withdrawal r~quests. Specifically, 

DHS will: 

0 Review and decide whether to approve or disapprove the 

withdrawal request, 

0 Notify the facility of your decision, emphasizing that 

the facility must also obtain a decision from EPA, 

0 Send a copy of the decision and all relevant materials 

to EPA. 

EPA has agreed to: 

° Conduct a timely review of the documents and DHS 

response to the facility, 

0 If our decision differs from yours, contact you to discuss 

the decision prior to contacting the facility, and 

0 Notify the facility of our decision. 

4 
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I am enclosing a copy of th~ facility's request for ~ithdrawal. 

When I receive a copy of your decision and relevant documents, I 

will review tpern and notify you and the facility of our fjnal 

decision. 

:;;:;z;_;/4~- . 
Michael T. Feeley 
Chief, RCRA·Program Section 

Enclosure 

cc:' Sherrj-Park, DHS Headquarters 

L.):1-i-etrael T. Goldste~n, Georgia Pacific Corporation 
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717 v. teapla Streat 

Lo, An1el11, CA 90012 
(ZU) 411-3170 

(! /1/J C)8~393 060 
TtLECOPIU • (213) 250•8915 

TELECOPt!l TWSMISSIOI ,Oil( 

TOTAL NO. OF PACES: / f 
p (lac. Tranaai111oo fona) 

• 

COMPANY:. • f, +-- £ ,$61, fr:4 "'c...t"s t:.:--t:> 

T!LECOPlER PHONE I ________________ _ 

FllOtf; -tJtr,vc.., \f PA15:J, 'I)~ . l--A. 
SPECIAL 1NstRucr10Ns: PL.e~ c· tf:lh::l D; Dru J e:&· Th 

~➔ ~~~,~~~~~~~~~l~~~,~~~~~~/~M~~~~~'~'~~~-~y ____ ,_f_. 

FOR OPERATOR'S US£ OSLY 

J08 CHAAGE: n,.s,.s; zz,..;, 1 B ~ ~llc-

SENT BY~J...--C:..c:._· _________________ _ 



ecology and environment, inc. 
717 W. TEMPLE ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012, TEL, 213..CS1-3870 

International Speoillilts in the Environmant 

DRAFT 
September 21, 1988 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agenc · 
215 rremont street 
San rrancisco, CA 94105 

... 

Ref. No. 19-0988-006 
TDD No. T9-88O9-O02 
PAN No. TCA0834-OMA 

Attention: William E. Lewis, oeput · Project Officer 

Subject: Grow Group, Inc. on-Scene Monitoring, Commerce, CA 

On September 3, 1988, at 0610 hou ·s, the Technical Assistance 
Team (TAT) was tasked by Environme ,tal Protection Agency (EPA) 
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) w. E Lewis to respond to an 
unknown chemical situation involvin · an evacuation in Commerce, 
California. 

TAT arrived on scene at 0710 hours and was directed to the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff Departme .t (LACSD) command Post. 
Briefing by Deputy M. Pippin reveal •d that LACSD was conducting 
the evacuation and had limited info ·mation regarding the actual 
release. What was known was th .t a chlorine gas release 
occurred earlier that morning at the Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) 
facility located at 2501 Malt str •et in Commerce, California 
(see Attachment A). Chlorine ga. had been generated by the 
decomposition of tricholorisocyanur c acid. :(Cl3CYA). LACSD had 
evacuated 23,000 residents. 

TAT was escorted by the LACSD tot.eon-scene command post set 
up by the Los Angeles County Fir• Department (LACFD). Upon 
arrival, TAT did not observe a ·isible plume. Captain M. 
Sandeman of LACFD explained that t :ey first responded at 0020 
hours to investigate a report ,f chlorine odor. Captain 
sandeman reported that the vapo cloud had been slow to 
dissipate due to unusual weather conditions - no prevailing 
winds and high humidity. Becau e the wind was constantly 
shiftin9 direction, new areas were continually evacuated (see 
Attachment B for evacuation bounda ·ies). Seven employees from 
a nearby paper plant had been h •spitalized as a result of 
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DRAFT 
exposure to the chlorine vapor clou :. 

Captain Sandeman stated that appar ·ntly a few fiber drums of 
Cl3CYA stored in a warehouse b ·gan decomposing causing an 
exothermic reaction and subseque .t chlorine gas generation. 
LACFD entered the drum storage war •house in Level A protection 
and attempted to remove several .rums blocking the reacting 
drums stored in the rear of the wa ·ehouae(see Attachment C for 
site diagram). Visibility was poo · and the Eorklift did not 
operate properly due to lack of ox·•gen. After attempts failed 
to remove the blockage, the rear o · the metal building was cut 
through to reach the drums and rem,ve them. The tACFD dumped 
the drums to spread out the react ng material and neutralized 
the hot material with a soda as, slurry which stopped the 
chlorine gas generation. The rema ning material on the tarmac 
was covered with dry soda ash to prevent further flare-ups. 
The only water used by the LACFD wa. to make this slurry, there 
was no run-off water. see Attachment o for photo 
documentation. 

Donald Green, GGI's Director of Re -earch and Development, was 
on-site. He confirmed that t ,e chemical involved was 
trichloro-s-triazinetrione also kn 1wn as trichloroi&ocyanuiic 
acid. Mr. Green stated that the Cl CYA could have reacted with 
some type of reducing agent. Ther · was some uncertainty as to 
the exact contents of the drums .nd whether they contained 
waste or product material. Mr. Gr •en also stated that GGI had 
contracted Disposal Control servic •, Inc. (DCS) for clean up 
and mitigation. 

During the incident, South Coa .t Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD) personnel were ,resent and monitoring wind 
direction and speed. M. Stimson ,f SCAOMD reported that the 
vapor cloud remained visible from approximately 0300 to 0700 
hours. Wind speed remained consist .nt, from one to three miles 
per hour, however, wind direction ·aried from southwesterly to 
southeasterly . At approximately •900 hours, after the vapor 
cloud had dissipated, SCAQMD coll ·cted air samples for later 
analysis at their laboratory (see .. ttachment s). No real time 
air monitoring was performed for spe~ific chemical 
constituents. 

At 1035 hours, the Los Angeles C ,unty Department of Health 
Services (LADHS) assumed the rol · as lead agency when LACFD 
reported the reaction was contain •d. Approximately 400 30-
gallon fiber drums containing conta \inated, unusable Cl3CYA and 
soda ash were stored in the wareho ise. The drums were in poor 
condition and the instability ,f the material posed an 
immediate risk to public health .nd the environment due to 
threat of release. In addition t, the risk the drums posed, 
there was some unneutralized mat ~rial left on the ground by 
LACFD which had been covered w th a dry soda ash. LADHS 
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provided a 24 hour watch to monit ,r the remaining Cl3CYA for 
any sign of reaction until the loose material could be 
neutralized and the drums overpacke. and removed from the site. 

It waa learned that GGI is a public y owned, nationwide company 
headquartered in New York. Thi facility packages pool 
chemicals, manufactures bleach and .~lda plastic bottles and is 
.located in an industrial area th.tis surrounded by densely 
populated residential sections. The land ia leaced £rom 
Georgia Pacific who sold the facili .y to GGI two years ago. 
GGI purchases the Cl3CYA in powder form and then granulates or 
presses it into tablets for consume· use. There were two types 
of Cl3CYA waste that had been stoc piling in the warehouse for 
the past three years (and even lon ·er as GGI purchased some of 
the waste along with the facilit · in August of 1985). The 
granulation waste consists of soda ash and Cl3CYA and is now 
obsolete due to a change in the manufacturing process. The 
tableting waste is floor sweepin:s from the tablet pte&sing 
room and consists of Cl3CYA and deb ·is. The tableting waste is 
now being treated on site (react •d with sodium sulfite and 
reclaimed for bleach manufactur ng or, if unreclaimable, 
neutralized with sodium carbonat: or sodium hydroxide and 
sewered). Due to process chang ·s and installation of the 
treatment unit, this waste is no lo ,ger being stored. 

There were two suppositions as t, what actually caused the 
Cl3CYA to begin decomposing. The first is that the Cl3CYA 
begin reacting with som.e organic 1aterial from the debris in 
the floor sweepings. The second th ·ory was postulated from the 
condition of the aluminum warehouse ceiling. It was noted that 
there was an absence of sealer pi ·ment over the Cl3CYA drums 
portion of the warehouse, whereas, the other three-quarters of 
the warehouse which stored empty p astic bottles and resin had 
intact sealer on the ceiling. Man· of the Cl3CYA drums had an 
oily layer on their tops and an oi y substance was noted to be 
dripping from the ceiling. This could have come in contact 
with exposed material and reacted. 

At 1200 hours, after providing an '.pdate to OSC R, Martyn, TAT 
departed the site. No further clea .up would be conducted until 
2000 hours due to heat stress facto s. The ocs workplan was to 
containerize the loose Cl3CYA from the tarmac and overpack the 
questionable drums of Cl3CYA in the warehouse while researching 
a disposal option for this materi .1. The neutralized Cl3CYA 
(by LACFD with the soda ash slurry was to be treated on-site 
by GGI personnel working extra shi ·ts. LADHS would remain on 
site for observation. 

On Sept. 4, 1988, at 0620 hours,~~ waa tasked by OSC Martyn 
to investigate a report of a seco :d chlorine gas release at 
the GGI facility. At 0730 hours TAT arrived on-scene and 
observed no visible plume. LACFD, LADHS, LACSD & SCAQMD were 



PRGE.0::J 

.. 

present. An evacuation of 1000 res dents had been conducted in 
the adjacent city of Montebeilo. 

The second release occurred while DCS was in the process of 
shoveling up the loose Cl3CYA (co ·ered with dry soda ash by 
LACFD) from the tarmac and contai .erizin9 it in a hopper and 
drums. Chlorine gas and smoke beg n releasing from a drum and 
the hopper and both were dumped to spread the chemical on the 
tarmac to lessen the reaction. However, the chlorine gas 
generation became unmanageable an: ocs called LACFD at 0520 
hours to assist in controlling the reaction. The LACFD 
controlled the reaction by smother ng the hot coals with soda 
ash. One DCS employee was taken .o the hospital for dermal 
exposure symptoms. 

Again, the reaction was contained a .d TAT had provided periodic 
updates to OSC Lewis during this se ~ond incident. TAT departed 
the site at 1400 hours after ins ,ring that LADHS personnel 
would monitor the situation. DC; would resume work at 2000 
hours. 

TAT returned to the GGI facility at 2030 and observed the first 
batch of neutralized Ct.3CYA mater al undergoing treatment. A 
safety meeting was being held wit' ocs, LACFD, LADHS and GGI 
representatives in attendance. DC, would resume work in Level 
B protection with Level A standby. LACFD was to also standby. 
o. H. Materials (OHM) had been cal ed in on a consulting basis 
to provide continuous air monitori :g. A Gastech chlorine gas 
meter was used with a 1 ppm action evel set. 

DCS resumed neutralizing the loo .e CL3CYA from the tarmac. 
They completed about 90\ of the neu .ralization Sunday night and 
finalized it Monday night. our ng the remaining cleanup 
activity, OKM continuously monitor •d the hot zone perimeter. 
It was reported that readings never exceeded 0.25 ppm. 

Approximately 30 drums of neutral zed Cl CYA were collected 
during this clean-up effort. This material was treated onsite 
by GGI personnel from September 4 t ,rough September 6. 

During the week of September 4, D :s overpacked appr~ximately 
425 drums. The overpacks, contami .ated soil (from the rear of 
the warehouse where the hole had b en cut) , and approximately 
100 drums of hazardous waste were transported to Apptopriate 
Technologies in Chula Vista for t ·eatment. The 100 drums of 
hazardous waste had been stored i . a different shed on site. 
Their labeling was incomplete a .d container integrity was 
questionable, so LADHS recommended they be properly disposed 
of. The majority of these drums wee manifested as oxidizers. 

On September 9, an Administrative :earing was held to cite GGI 
for violations. Some attendees W!re GGI, Los Angeles County 



District Attorney, California oep .rtment of Health services, 
LADHS and SCAQMD. At no time dur ng this incident were any 
facility operations shut down. A :ease and desist order of a 
very general nature was given ,y LADHS ·to keep company 
personnel out of the hot zone. Se• Attachment F for a history 
of violations and releases at this ·acility. 

TAT returned to GGI on September 13 to verify completion of the 
removal action and to insure t ,at storage of any other 
hazardous material posed no add tional threat of release. 
During the site inspection TAT f •und approximately SO drums 
stored outside a warehouse that •ere unlabeled and in poor 
condition. J. Mahar and A. Shah of GGI were unsure of the 
contents of these drums but assured TAT they would identify and 
dispose of them properly. TAT not fied M. Garcia of LADHS of 
this finding and Mr. Garcia stat d that LADHS would provide 
follow-up. Complete removal of C 3CYA waste was verified by 
visual inspection of the drum stora ·e warehouse and manifests. 

With the removal complete and LAOH. committment to monitor the 
proper disposition of the remain! ;g questionable drums, TAT 
notified osc Lewis of the site sta .us. It was determined that 
further EPA/TAT involvement was unn -cessary. 

If you have any questions regardi .g this emergency response, 
please do not hesitate to contact t Lis office. 

sincerely, 

Nancy Parson 
Technical Assistance Team Member 

cc: R. Martyn 
File 

NP:st 

Attach~ents 
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SITE LOCATION MAP 
GROW GROUP, INC. 
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Attachment B 



SOURCE : Lot A 1111 Tlm11 

•co109y and environment, Inc. 

Key ...................... 

EVACUATION BOUNDARIES 
GAOW GROUP. INC. 

. □ ,.,. ............... . . ......... ....... 

o U~H 
t:::::::::::::::::::::::1 
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Attachment D 
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Photographs unavailable at this time 
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SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY .KANAGEKENT DISTRicr 
LABORATORY SERVICES 

Sample Source: Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 Malt Avenue 
Co1111.erce, CA 90040 

(concentration in ppb) 

Component 

Trichloromethane (chloroform) 

lJl,1-trichloroethane (methyl chlorofont) 

Tetrachloromethane (carbon tetrachloride) 

1,1,2-trichloroethene (trichloroethylene) 

Tetrachloroethene (perchloroethylene) 

Dichloromethane (methylene chloride) 

1,2-Dichloromethane 

1,2-Dibro■oethane 

* Interference 

by ECD/GC 

Down Vind 

0.4 

10.6 

0.44 

0.42 

1.73 

292 

<34 

<0.1 

U~ Vind Co1111a11d Post 

<0.5 * 
10.9 11.4 

0.24 0.25 

0.40 0.41 

1.81 2.07 

<18.6 * 
<35 * 
<0.1 <O.2 

Bot Zone 

1.8 

10.8 

0.71 

0.45 

1.74 

308 

(34 ' \. 
(0.1 

J 

(I) 
m 
""CJ 

N 

-
o:) 
CD 

c..n 

ro 

""CJ 
D 
G) 
m 

0) 
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Grow Group, Inc. 

sumaary - Violations,"Releases 

t-'H(:il:.. 11::1 

Relea■ea/Incidents 

o Prior to 1988: two chlorin, gas releases (a~ least 
one during Georgia Pacific , ,wnership) 

o February 1988: trichlorois, ,cyanuric acid waste was 
being trucked to the Puente Hills landfill when it 
caught fire in the truck. npon investigation it 
was discovered this had occ,:rred previously. 

o August 19881 chlorine gas elease from a 30-gallon 
drum of waste tricholorisoc:·anuric acid 

Violations 

o Illegal storage of waste 

o No sewering permit 

o Inadequate contingency plan 

unofficial results, 9/9/88 Rearing 

NO'l'Bs 

o No permit to treat (Califor1:ia Department of Health 
Services) 

o Occupancy violation; greate. than 500 pounds stored 
(Los Angeles County Fire Department) 

Specifics on violations are not final at this time, 
case is still under investi,·ation. 

This summary was compiled b:· TAT through interviews 
with Los Angeles County Depc .rtment of Heal th 
Services personnel in both · .he lnforcement and 
a:nvironmental Management Se•·tiona. 
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State of California Department of Health Services 

M e m o r,a n d u m 

To John Hinton Date : June 6, 1984 

Subject: Georgj,_a Pacific, Malt 
Avenue, City of Commerce, CA 
90040 - CAD 58~38308 

from 
Megan Robinso~ 

On 5-2-84 an inspection was performed on the aobve subject determining 
compliance with State and Federal Regulations. A determination is 
requested of this offoce regarding facilit operation status. Part 
A was filed November 1980. n 12- - Susan Romero f this office p,,:--

. · · n yet a~ ISO was never issued. I'--\ 
/+i lfJ ~ ~ s t<e-ri,~ re;..., Te..le..~ w if/. M, ~r le1~. 

I Presently there is simple neutralization ohsite which includes under
gLound tanks. This is controlled by the County Sanitation District. 
The clarification unit is to be upgraded-and removal of the.old unit 
may be warrented. 

It is the advise of the writer Georgia Pacific be listed under 
generator status with EPA/RCRA program. These current status is 
ineffective in determining which role our Department shall play in 
compliance and enforcement • 

. 
. - ,, - - ..... _ . . . --- --~ ----- -- - ---- . .... - -

. .; ~.~...::.-~ .. -
• .•-•• •••••,: ••-•r.,••-•••--• • ;)• "-~•=- •I/'•• .. :.•-::•"' 

._ .· • r•_.:._~-: ·:_: ~ __ :.._· ·4•r-. -~:-. M • ••• or_.· .•• •.;•;;.).:.~• .. .;..,.• ... -:~~=--=!.~._-~ ,:,;~/:::~ ~ .:.• .. •-"-~~---,~•~:.:~·- ;~~~~;.~-~:;.:i•2~:...t:;:~•.::~i:~-:,. •~~j•;;.~::;:;.· ~ .. --~~~ • ~ . 
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CAD085393080 GEOP.GJA•PACIFJC COPPORATION 2425 rOLT AVE 
CITY OF co~~ERCF CA 90040 

1. Does the facility engage in any of the following: 
Storage 
- tanks 
- ponds or lagoons 
- nonstationary containers (bags, bins, bottles, cans, cartons, drums) 

Transfer Station (waste temporarily stored, waste is not generated nor disposed of at the site) ~ / ~ L..cL,:1. Treatment '7~ Incineration 
- solids 
- liquids 
- slurries 
- sludges 
Disposal 
- landfarm/landspreading 
- landf 111 
- underground injection well 
- ponds or lagoons 
- disposal cell for specific wastes 
Recycling/Resource Recovery 

2. Does the facility handle: 
- toxic waste 
- extremely hazardous waste 
- flamnable waste 
- water reactive wastes 
- atrong oxidizers 
- volatile wastes 

·- - -- .... - -

11 ltVIEWER: RorN1'""0 , S. 15 
~-TE: /~/ q/ f / • EPA m No: C!.AD oKS-3'130, 
CONTACT PERSON: "lJt,. 't.k4 /44 PHONE:{;z13)7J'/- ( S3l> 

-
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-.... --

~ liquid wastes, in bulk . - liquid wastes, in-containers - waste in powder or dust form asbestos 
- explosive waste 
- alkalies 
- acids 
- cyanides 
- pesticides 
- PCB 

3. Does the facility have on site: - nonpotable water - public water supply - private water supply 
4. Is the facility 

- fenced 
- operating at night 

S. Ia the facility equipped with: - warning signs in English and 
in Spanish 

- telephone or radio transmitter - safety shower 
- eyewash 
- first aid supplies - protective clothing - warning/alarm ayatem 

6. Ia thie facility handling only 
wastes generated by the company 
owning or operating the site? 

·, . 

EPA D> RO: (!A 1) Of53'/ 3 

~ --
-
~ -
~ --~ -
~ ---

-

-

✓- -

-.. ~ - ._ 
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STAte OF <:ALIFOP.NIA-HEALTH AND WElF.I~=· ,=EN=U==--:~=------___ .-::-. ____________ -, .. • __ -=c_:::-: __ :-:=-:=:-::-:==Gl:=Ol!=G=l:=D!=UIC=M=EJl=A=N,=Gfwmtor== 

DEPAPTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
107 SOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7128 
LOS ANGal.S, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2310 NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND DIRECTIVE TO CCMPLY 

EPA ID Number: c.A:DO~-SJ't,%>80 
Inspection Date: s-a. I - '8!#, 

• 

On the above date an inspection of your Hazardous Waste Facility was conducted under authority of Section 25185, California Health and Safety Code and Section 66328, California Administrative Code. 
You are directed to correct the violations noted below: 

.;;,1,,s--13 b Mil. ;,../g ,,.. re 1.ords o. i--'fy, ¾-c ,· 1,4 12 b sir,~ , 
~ y.t)o.ok. ~ ~, 

2<,6, 113 fhte"''a r.\»~ a. ... d lo.be! a fl N,z,,,.d;iu:s wOW 
~nfu;"tts ad ~-k,e lll\ CA hc-t-z.41-~ ~ 

Facility Representative: 

~ ~ 
(signature) 

LASSAtJJ)fU g; t:a)...J 

(name) 

(title) 

Authorized State Agent: 

~'f?oh;~ Csignure) -· 

M~-Robitt§On 

(date) . 

- . . 
" . . - . ·. _,,, .:_ - ... _ -

~---:1~.~ :==:-~:'"'.:..~-: :~--i-~-::-;~_ ". > _·:.;~---~~~ :/~-- :-;. -~:;.~~:-:~~~~'- .. ~- ~(: ~; -~~~i:~~:{~~~2-~-~~::;:;-c-:;,;;.;j3:13~~f~~~~i::_~~:: :r.; .. 
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Hazardous Woste Compllarrce Monltorlr g end Enforcement Log 

I. -A #IJ D.ASS II" ¥Ill.Al ION 
(■nl■r ...... , or wl•l•ll•n• 
br •r•• encl cl•••>• 

II 

Ill 

t. ltl"ORCCKNI ACI IONS rDR nASS I andlll VIOLATIONS 
Ar■■ or 

I Vlolellon 

t.111, ...... ~--, 
0 

In,• or Act Ion 
laken (clrcl• one) 

Include~ Settlements 
-1nro111•I ~ NJ ChAc CrlllAc 
lnro .. •1 11./NJY AO ChAc CrJIIAc 
lnrora■ I 11./NJV NJ ChAc CrlllAc 
tnror■al 11./tlJY NJ ChAc CrlllAc 
lnrorael 11./NJV NJ ClvAc CrlllAc 
lnror■al 11./NOV M ClvAc CrJIIAc 
lnror■■I 11./tl)V AO ClvAc CrlllAc 

iO. llJtHNIS1_!,~al Referral-date (2) 
Out of Cou~t Settlements-date 
Successful Prosecutions 

l) Include Explanations for these items •. 

D•l• Action 
I ulcen (edr) 

~;JJ_j/ 
_ _j_j_ 
_/_/,_ 
_/_/ _ _ /_/_ _ /_/_ 
_/_/ _ 

2) 'TncludP a brief c1escrintinn nf nrnhlnm r-~- _: .. __ ., 

Caapllw• D•l•• (adv) 
Schedul•d 

kJ~1,i/ 
_j_j _ 
__j_J_ _ /_/ _ 
_J_/, _ 
_ /_j_ _ /_/ _ 

Aclu•l 

_/_j_ 
_j_l_. 
_j_j_ _ /_/ _ 
_/_/ _ 
_/_/ _ 
_/_/_ 

: Aa■H■ed 

Penalty (2)· · 
Collected 

I • 

11/1/8) 



STATE OJ CAl.,OIN1A-MIAITN AND Wllfedl MINCY 
===== 

DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH SERVICES 
107 SOUT" 8ROAOWAV, ROOM 7128 
LO$ ANcaEi.Ei, CA HOJI 

(213) 620-2380 

George DeuJcNjian, . .._ 

FACILITY INSPECTION REPORT 

Date of lnspectioc,51,:l/ If( _ 

=-ac i 1 i ty . . . 
?-.mu:/ ~are&s Mail:uir Acicire&s 

~eo..ctf.~c:.. ~ Pt:1.,.f,c 
)~QI h'\a.ft::A:1te, ';)5{;/ Maltfw:e. 

Ownershtr 

· (cf>"")«: ··°/he A,·c 
Atliwi~~ 

~~Co,..111l!vct-~- C~~ fo,,.,.,.M=tf>-
______ T~oo_~o qat{o 

eour.-:•. L. 4 . 
r.ont.e:- t ~Eerso:: (4s-<abdtciBiro~ 
·Pbor.l :·o/J 3 ·: 7;).~1,53t;; 

1ype o! busine~E: 

Facility op~rating under lSD? Ye■ No 

Persous present 

On tr.if catt ar. inspection of )-our facility was conducted under authority of Sectio: 25165 1 

California Health t. Safety Code and Section 6632'• Califomta Mminiatrative Code. The collectfoa 
of sample• or other evidence. including the takin& of pbotoarapha. vaa done under authority of 
Section 6632&, Califomia Administrative Code. Specific violatfoua of one or more Sections of the 
CalUomia Health , Safety Code, Divi■fon 20; Califomia Malnlatratne (:o#e. Titl• 22; or Code of 
Federal .l1:,ulations1 Part 40 are noted on the attached document.· the•e •tolations relate ~ the 
generat:lon, storage·. handlin&. transportation. and/or cSi■po-1 of hazardous and extraely 
hazardous waste. 



i 

F'acf l ity Namt> : ';; '.~, ,, . .,. 
Page J- of 2 , ',•·t,1; 

' 
Ref~r to: 

C01Dpllance: 
0 

.. 
1 ~-i 

. ' 
'' ,, 
t1 TSO 40 CFR ISO CHECKLIST: FACILITY WAL} THROUGH Yes No N/A Cmt I :. 'd' ·-- ---------··-- -··--- . ----·---·• 

V I' C ' ' \~ 

Is hazardous waste stored in enclosure, building, ' 
~~-A 

l(c) 265.14(a) a secure room or 
J.;~ 

II - fenced area which orevents unauthorized access of live 
,' ~ 

persons or active protion the facility? - - ,. -·- -- ... ·- ~' ~i: 
stock onto the of 

' l, .. ·.· 

tl 
1/ ~· 

. 
) . '~ -·· ···--·- ... ·-- ··-- ~· -;,· j, v-- i, ,, II l(c) 265.14(c) Are warning signs in English/Spanish posted and visible? . 11 

' \' ,, 

---
Is the hazardous waste area constructed of an impervious material V i 

II 1 (d) 

' 
and designed to contain spills surface water runoff? I :· ~ 

or 
L,...-- ,~, , I, 

. 

V I 

Is sufficient aisle space maintained to allow unobstructed ,, 
', J 

265.35 
movement of equipment and personnel? 

l ~ 
I ,,. 

I ! ; t ~ IGNITABLE, REACTIVE AND INCOMPATIBLE WASTES ;· 1 

' ' III-7 (a) precautions accidental I, I 
265.17(a) Does owner/operator take to prevent 

~ ignition or reaction of ianitable or reactive waste? -
Are "No Smoking" signs dispolayed in hazardous areas? If yes, ~ III-7 (a) 265.17(a) 
are these signs located conspicuously? 

~"' I 

Are these wastes treated, stored, or disposed to prevent: ~v ·, ) 265 .17 (b) Generation of heat or pressure, fire or explosion or violent 
I 

III7(b) (1 
reaction? 

,.· .... 
(1) 

.-
: ) 265 .17 (b) 

/ ! 
III7 (b) (~ Production of toxic mists, fumes, dusts, or gases? i• ,, 

(2) 
~ - l ; III7 (b) (3 

)265.17(b) Production of flammable fumes or gases? - V (3) 
I ., ----- - I III7 (b) (4 )265.17(b) 

/ j 
,. Damage to structure of facility? 

I• .,. (4) 

--- . I ' ~ ·.: 
I 

'< 

---•·---· -- -----· ·-. ------ --- ------- --- ---·---· III7 (b) (~ )265.17(b) 
/ / ,. ( r:; \ A threat to human health or the environment? 

J . 
•, 

' 

-
~ I . 

i ' SAFETY AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURES ,1, 
' 

I 
, 

~ 
..-·· II 8 If the facility is operated at night is it sufficiently lighted? 

' •' 

---- l: 

.... ·--->- . -------··-· ·----· ------ , 

V ,, ., 
II-10 265.32(a) Does the facility have adequate telephone or radio communications 

I• 
., '. to be used in the event of an emergency? _____________ 

' 

-- ----··· ·- ... -------

l;~. /v/ .. Are saf:ety showers provided and in workable conditions? ' 

·' 

------ .. - . ------·---
' i •Are eyewashes provided and in workable conditions? V ,, ---- -·- --·-·-·--·------- ,- .. --



F8C I 11 ty Name I 
p •Re 2 0 f 2 

Refer to: Compliance: 
' TSO 40 Cfo'R ISO CHECKLIST: FACILITY WALK THROUGH (Continued) Yes No N/A Cmt-f' -------·------ ·--- ·---------Is the following NIOSH approved equipment provided in adequate V numbers? 

-rv . .. --· ·- ·-···· .. , .... II-14(a) Protective headgear and face masks 
I i------·-- ·- -- . 

II-14(b) Chemically resistant apparel and gloves ,~ -
------

II-14(c) SCBA's and respirators with approved cartridges? v- : 
-II-15 265.32(b) Are emergency alarms or other communication devices capable of V swmnoninq emergency assistance available? V 265.32(c) Does the facility have fire fighting equipment available to 'V and (d) fight Class B fires? .. .. A or 

I • , - . 
.. ·' 

.. ·-
.. 

' 
'\.'';: ,. 

·;:• 
' . . 

. 
" 

' 
I 

.'---· ---·-·•--·•----- -.. :., 

' . ·-
-

' 

----· . ------·---· •·--------

... -·----· .. .... -------- ··--· 
'. 
I -·· ··--·----- .. ------ " . ----------

• -------- ----- -- .,_._ __ --



..-ac I 1 i ty Name: 

Page 1 of 1 Kef~r to: STORAGE IN CONTAINERS Compliance: lSD 40 Cl-'K 
Yes No N/A Cmt , ----

Are hazardous-waste containers stored-·for more than 9C>aays --labeled as follows: 
. ----

.. ... . ·-· .... II-2 (c) (1 J Composition and physical state of waste? 

~~ 
L---··--- ··-·-•• ---- .... n:..2 (c) (2D Special safety recommendations and for handling? v--__ ,. --· 

II-2 (c) (:) Statements calling attention to the particular hazardous 

/ 
~ properties of the waste? - -

II-2 (c) (i) Amount of waste and name and address of tne proa:ucer of the waste? 
~ 

i----
II-2 (c) (~) Date of acceptance at the facility? 

l~ 
v· ) 

II-2 (d) Are empty containers contaminated with hazardous materiaLs stored, I/ handled, processed and disposed of as hazardous waste? ' - I 

-
265.172 ;v . VIII-2 Are containers compatible with stored wastes in them? 

-
-

VIII-3(a) 265.173 Are all containers closed? 

V f ;>' 
' ' 

VIII-3(b) 265.173 Are containers properly handled to prevent rupture or leakage? V (b) 
~ VIII-5 265.176 Are containers used to store ignitable or reactive waste stored I/ at least 50 feet from the facility's property line? ' -

VIII-6 (a) 265.177(a Are incompatible wastes stored in same contaienrs? 

/ --
VIII-6(b) 265.177(b Is hazardous waste added to unwashed contaienrs previously used 

V to store incompatible waste? c·------ -···· •-·--·--···--·----- -------Are incompatible waste contaers physically separated from other ~/ 
VIII-6 (c' 265.177(e waste areas? ---

I 

_____ ._ 
- ---·--•-· .. ----- ---· 

··•------ ....... ·------- . -· ------------
' ' c-- I --------- - --·-----~-- I 

• 

··--- ----
-- . L- -- ·-·-



Paci 11 ty Name• . 
Refer to: 

lSD 40 Cl-'R STORAGE IN TANKS Yes -·-- --------·----- ··-•-·· ----- ·•- ..... 
VII 1 (e) 265.192(c) Do uncovered tanks have a 2 foot freeboard, dikes or containment 

structures? 

VII l(d) 265.192(d) If the tank is continuously fed, is there a waste feed cutoff? 
···-••--·-- ·----- ----·· ·•·· 

Are tanks inspected as follows: 
------VII 3(a) 265.194(a) Discharge control daily 

V (1) (1) 

VII 3 (a) 265.194(a) Monitoring equipment daily v/ (2) (2) 
-VII 3(a) 265.194(a ·v Waste level daily (3) (3) '\ 

" .,, 
) 

VII 3(a) 265.194(a V construction materials weekly ___ _w._ (4) -VII 3(a) 265.194(a 

/ containment construction weekly (5) (5) -
Does each above ground hazardous waste storage tank have a spill II-2(a) 265.192(c, confinement structure capable of holding the entire contents of 
the tank plus sufficient freeboard? (2' required) 

II-2(b) 265.172 
Are hazardous waste storage tanks constructed of materials com- ~ oatible with stored wastes or protected with liners compatible 
with stored wastes? 

II-2 (d) Is each hazardous waste storage tank and storage area marked V 
. ) II:2 (e) -· 

--~~ t~.J!!~! .1!~~E-~_!.dentificatio!1 pla~<!_s? 
Are valves on hazardous waste storage tanks locked when the - / facility is unattended? - -

_______ ._ 
- -------·-· ···-· - ---· ---· 

···---· ------- •· --- -------- ... 
' 
I 

' I - ···• ------. ------- . -···-· ------- -- - -... 

• L ____ ··--- ---- -·· ·--------------

Page , f '0 ', 

Compliance: 
Nn N/A Cmt 

r 
I/~ 
-·· ·- ...... . 

., 

• ' ' 
1--' 

' 

,, 

' ' 
I 

-
/ 
-

v---· 

. 

, 
.. 

I 

-
,,, :· 

• 

' 

. •' 
'··' 



1-'acf 11 ty Name:~1c ') --.Ja. f/o.,,4ic Page 1 of 5 : 
i ~- - Compll•nce: 

, 
Kef~r to: 

ISO CHECKLIST: OFFICE REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS ' lSD 40 Cl-'K Yes No N/A' Cmt ' I ·-·- ----·--· ··-•- ··--------
t 
I ... - .. -·- ·• . --·•·•• -

/ 
, ..... ·,. ·•' 

I (2) Is there a copy of the Interim Status Document at the facility? . l 
.. ··--- ···-·-· -··- -

' , 
r OPERATION PLAN ' ·-·--·---
\ (3) After receiving written notice has the operator submitted an 

/ Operation Plan? ' .. 
", ' 

PART A APPLICATION AND STATE QUESTIONNAIRE REVIEWED: PROHIBITED AC •s ! -· 
The owner or operator shall not do any of the following acts: / I 

I (4) (a) Treat, store or dispose of hazardous wastes which are not identifi1 ~d / . . 

/ ' (4) (b) Employ processes not described in the Part A application ! 

' . ' (4) (c) Make substantial modifications or additions to the facility -/ '· .. .. 

r OPERATING RECORD -
' 

I 

IV l(a) 265.73(a) Does the owner/operator maintain a written operating record at the ' 
facility? --··--•· 

l 
Does the operating record contain: .. ~·--

1 (b) (1) 265.73(b) A description and quantity of each hazardous waste received, / (1) method and date of TSO. ---···--·· ........ ... M ____ •••--•----- ------· 1 (b) (2) 265.73(b) Location of each waste and quantity at each location with 

/ (2) cross-referencing to specific manifest document numbers. ---

''/ 1 (b) (3) 265.73(b) Waste analyses and trial tests as specified in 265.13, 265.225, 
(3) 265.252, 265.273, 265.341. 265.375 and 265.402. 

1 (b) (4) 265.73(b) Reports and details of insidents that required implementing / (4) the contingency plan as specified in 265.56(j) -- _______ .., 
- -----···-· .. -·-·--·----··• l(b) (5) 265.73(b) Inspection results and records retained 3 years as specified 

~ ····-----· 
(5) ____ in 265.15(d) J65.J_?.4 and 265.194 -· ·---------1 (b) (6) 265.73(b) Monitoring, testing and analytical data where required by .--

/ 
I 

265.37~ L (6) 265.90, 265.94, 265.276, 265.78, 265.280(d) (1),265.347 & . --------- ··--
' - ----------- ·----

L ____ ., 
' • .. ··--······--·-••·• -----



1-• cf 11 ty Name• a. . 
Page 2 o'f 5 

Ref~r to: Compllance1. 
Yes Nn N/A Cmt ,. lSD 40 Cl-'K 

----· ---- ··---·-----·- . STORAGE OF WASTES 
., 

II (1) (a) Is hazardous waste stored at the facility for more than one year v- I without writt~~.EEE~val from SOOHS1.__ - .. ii. ·--- i-----· 
If hazardous waste is stored at the f~cility for more than one / ' (1) (b) 

I year, has the owner/operator paid fees? ·---·-

GENERATORS USE OF THE MANIFEST - ·--
' 262.20 Manifests are completed for all waste transported off-site 
' -· 
1 262.21 The following is on all manifests: 
: 
I 

262.21(2) Name, mailing address, phone#, EPA ID# of Generator v., 
1 .. 

-
/ .. 262.21(3) Name I EPA ID# of Transporter(s) 

-

/ : 262.21(4) Name, address, EPA ID# of designated/alternative facility 

-
/ ' 

262.21(5) DOT Description of waste(s) v ' 
262.21(6) Total quantity of waste(s) and type/# of containers -v , --------

V 
262.23 Required signatures 

' 
' --- - -----

'~ 

262.22 Copies of manifests are available for review 
·---••·---.. ~--- -·-·· . ------- ·------- -

262.42 (a) Status of TSD facility copy determined if not returned in 35 days V --

262.42(b) Exception reports submitted to OOHS within 45 days V 
OFF SITE FACILITIES USE OF THE MANIFEST 

-·-----'- - ------------· ---- .. -----
V 

,__ -
Are all applicable sections signed and dated certifying the waste 265.71 was received? .-

~ ·····--·----- ·- --- ------- -··--

V. l=~ 
Are discrepancies note on the manifests? --·•··--·---- -- - ---------- .. ----· 

generatoJV 
Does the facility send/give copies of the manifest to the ,transporter and OOHS? 

-·· --- ···-- -··-----------· ...... ---



Fae f 1 i ty Name• . 
.. 

Heft!r to: 
Y~s lSD 40 CFH 

- -·------ ----- --- -----·----

!/ Are manifest records retained at the facility for atleast 3 years? 

265.72 Are manifest discrepancies resolved within 15 days or 
·--- ·-· ------- ---·-

if not are such discrepancies referred to OOHS? 

·---

V 265.76 Does the facility submit a report within 15 days for all unmani-
fested wastes received? ---

MANAGEMENT OF EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS WASTE 
-

* Does the operator handle extremely hazardous waste under an 
Extremely Hazardous Waste Dii:mosal Permit? 

WASTE ANALYSIS 
-

III-3 (a) 265.13(a) Does owner/operator analyze waste prior to treating, storing, or 
disposing of waste? (Existing publiched or documented data may be 
substituted for chemical analyses). 

III-3 (b) 265.13(b) Does owner/operator have a written Waste Analysis Plan? 

Does plan specify parameters and a rationale for selecting 3 (b) (1) 2611P (b) these parameters? ------
3(b) (2) 26~,P (b) Does plan specify test methods used? 

sampling methods 3(b) (3) 265.13 (b) Does plan specify to be used? (Sampling method 
(3) should be able to produce a repre~entative sample). ·--···---·· 265.13 (b) Does plan specify the frequency with the initial analysis will be 3 (b) (4) 
(4) reviewed or repeated? (Analyses should be completed when process --·-

changes or waste composition changes). 

INSPECTIONS - ·------ -------- .. - --- ----· 
III5 (a) 265.15(a) Does the owner/operator inspect the facility at a reasonable 

~ frequency to detectmalfunctions, deteriorations and errors which ···------- -- -may threaten the environment and h~un h~alth? 1 

1- 5 (b)~~I 

I 
I 

265.15 (b) Does the owner/operator have a written i~~pection-~-.,hedule for v:::: 
(1) _ 'inspection of monitoring eguipmen¼ _.safe.ty . ..a.nd emergency ~ipalent _____ 

operational devices and dikes and sumps etc, 

Page 3 of 5 
Compliance: 

No N/A Cmt * 
! 

V 
' 

V 
♦ 

/ ~ 

i/ trua .. 
/ ~, . 

/ i--:,; 
_,,. -,~ ~ /~ ' 

I 

1 ' \i l 
: 

' ' .. 
I ,,, . ' ·: I 
f '.' ~ 

: 
~; .. 

., t t;, ,, 
i I '. 
\ 

:· 
: 

i 
) ,, 

r ,· 

' . . ' ... ,, 

•· . '' 
V 

I .,, 

r ·., 
~- '1 ~- ·- ', 

~;·(J I 

~-·:, ·' 

'-/k • r· .... . 
J ' .. 
; 

:· J~! 

J1 .. J 
-~' •·. •, 

~L 
' .. ' I ,. 

t) ,. 

' . t) .'· 
' I 

,., 

'· 

' .. ' 
' 

. ,. .,,. 
·' 



t'acl Ii ty Name: Page 4 of 5 · ; ~. ,-----------,r-----------------------------------,---------=------ i• ,. • Ui 
Ref~r to: Compliance: 1 • ,,,\-; 

lSD 40 CfR Yes Nn N/A Cmt I . r~ 
. -~ ~..;.b._)_(_4_)_,.._2_6_~-j-l)_5_(b-) +-D_o_e_s_t_h_e_s_c_hed--u-le_1._· d_e_n_t_i_f_y_t_h·e--p-:~~-le-~· -a-re-~: -t-o -:e. :h_e_c_k_e~-? -----1-v---1-i----1-----1-----4, -~. (.-:rt 
a-----+------+----------------------------------.------+-----+----+---'·· jt ~•.,;\q 

I J,>{! 
.. •·-- _ ------+--------.. _______ P_E_RS_O_NN_E_L_T_RA __ I_~-~-N_G ______________ -r/---,""t-----t---+----t' _.:i· -.. .• ' :

1
.!,\-~ 

265.16 Does the owner/operator provide classroom or on the job training [ 
6 (a) (l) (1) :~ to facility personnel? , ' ·•:(: 

··;(-a·)--(-2-)·-~2..,6...,;~-;-;,f..,6'"'(,....a'"!")-+--A-r_e_i_n_s_t_r_u_c_t __ o_r_s_t_r_a_i_n_e_d_in_h_a_z_a_r_d_o_u_s_w_a_s_t_e_ma_n_a_g_e_m_e_n_t_p_r_o_c_e_d_u_r_e_s_?--1-/----,t-----+---+-----t •;• :;' l) 
----·--t--------t-----,-----------------------------............ ---+---+----+_..;:...,_--1 : ' .. ~~ !' 

~. . r'"' Does training include: .: ,,q~ 
------+----~~~---,=--=------:--=-===-'""!"'.~~~~~=--:::-:l......-:===:-='.:"""-:::=~==~=r---+---"'711-----+---+----t fl :,.I /·~ 265 .16 ( 3) Emergency response 1.ncl.ud1.ng use ct emergency equipment and / , · •"h 6(a)(3) 

systems? / - · '· ~ 
( ) 1-----+--2-6-S-. l-6_(_b_)-+-----------------------~----i'"..___ ~---...----+---+-.. --t y ·• {~ 

6 (b) Has current personnel completed training? ~ 't· ., f~ 
--·--------------------------------:F---~---+--~1---.... ~t-- ,::,+;i 

Is an annual training review conducted? / f .·-ft •--'----------
6(c) 265.16(c) 

Does the owner/operation maintain following documents and ./ ' { :A,,:•: .. 
records at the facility: 1 , -

,------r-----;-----J-o_b_T_i_t_l_e_f_o_r_e_a_c_h_p_o_s_i_t_i_o_n_a_t_t_h_e_f_a_c_i_l_i_t_y_r_e_l_t_a_t_e_d_t_o_HWM_l-+-?-~-:-:~-t~~-~=-:t----+----+ l· -· '.: f", 
~, :1.··::!J 

6(d) (1) 265.16(d) 
(1} 

265.16(d) Written job description for each position listed above? 
: i:~).~, 

------+-_.;... ...... _--1,-----W-r_i_t_t_e_n_r_e_c_o_r_d_s_o_f_t_h_e_t_y_p_e_a_n_d_a_m_o_u_n_t_o_f_i_n_t_ro_d_u_c_to-ry_a_n_d_-+-----Fl'----1~---+---_. 'I; \{1 
continuing training? V ' i; '/ ;j, 

6(d) (2) (2) 

6(d)(3) 265.16(d) 
(3) ---------------------------'-------------------------------,-"""'"----+-----.~--..... -· _ _... ! . /~ . , 

·.' (~ ... 
I • }. "'1~• --··· ...... ____ ···--·----------------------------1-----,,.....,----,,11----+-----+ . . . 1// '•,i.f ,!, I' : ·:' ,•·., 

·--····----
.,) 12 (a) 265.51 

CONTINGENCY PLAN 

Does the facility have a contingency plan? 
-- - _.,_ ____ -+-_D_o_e_s_t_h_e_c_o_n_t_i_n_g_e_n_c_y_p_l_a_n_d_e_s_c_r_i_b_e_p_e_r_s_o_n_n_e_l_r_e_s_p_o_n_s_i_b_i_l_i_t_i_e_s __ -fl'----+"'----/~t------+-E'°-KjX'-.-.1\.--tJ~,,o .. i,} 

L----.l------l-...:a~n~d~a~c~t!:::1.:!::· o~n~t::o~b!::!:e:_t!:!a~k~e=.!n:!...:1.!:.!· n:!._!t::!h~e~e~v~e:.!n!.!t~o!.:!f:....:!f:..:!i:1r~e:..1•we::;x~:o~l~o!.::s!.a!i~o!!.n!......!::o~r:....!r.se<..-:!l.!:e:.Sa!.Es~1e4 ___ ~,/:::.... __ +----fl~lt:::l:ldPl~l'9.f ....... , ~: 
of hazardous waste? G ,: ,•{~ 

13 (a) 265.52(a) 

~·--------------->- ---------------
13 (c) 265 _52 (c) Does the plan describe agreements with police, fire departments, ./ 

···---------------•-,- hospitals, contractors and State and lee_~). eJl!ergenc_y--"-r~e.;;;.sooo.....;.n~se~...;;.te...;;.1an".:.illf:;:;.,n..;..• __ :::rt ___ -+-----lf-----+ , 
265.52(d) Does the plan list names, addresses and phone numbers for all j _/' 

emergency coordinators? L,,-,.... ·; 
-----·--- - - --------------------'f"----;--~ ..... -----1-----1 I 

/ 
~ -- ---~.---t-------... 

265 52 () Does the plan list all emergency equipment available at the 
• e • facilitv alonq with its location an.d....caJ;!a.bilitie.s.1. _______ _ 

t• .• 

.. ' '. ,. 

'.· -~'. 
J ' ' . : . ).• ~'· 



p f 5 
F facility Name: age i; 0 .' '~ .. ;:·,, Kef t!r to: Compliance: 

'' 
{;l,I 
!•·' Yes No N/A Cmt .f . ··,. lSD 40 CFH 

------ ----- ---- ··--------·- ' ; ... : ---

/ I . ' Does the plan include an evacuation plan including signals and . ::. i;n . 13 (f} 265.52 (f} 
;, 1 +-<>rn;:ii-"" rnn+-oc:,? 

I . r· 
I 

., ,· .. 
'' . ! ,·, \ ' ' reviewed and amended when: 

' ' 
. ·11_ :• Is the plan 

) :, ··--- ------ -··- - .. 

/ 15 (b} 265.54(b} The plan fails in our emergency 
-.. )'; I 

--- .. 

/ - f ,_1 ,' \~ t ,. ',_:I; 265.54(d) list of coordinators changes I 
15(c) The emergency 

i : }:;:I: ---

-~ 
' '.(·; 

15 (d) 265.54(e) The list of emergency equipment changes ' I t, 
.1r:·,·, ,, 

·.,. ~. '! ! 
' ANNUAL REPORT 
: ., . 

V ,, 
'.·,,, IV-3 265.75 Has the owner/operator prepared an annual report? 

' ' I ,. '. 
' 

-
ltl / .. , \ FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY ., ) n : ,/·· 

V ' ' ".I '' ,,, . V-l(a} 265.142(a) Have cost estimates for facility closure been prepared? 
) 1 I I< I . ' ,· ., , 

/ ' 
i -1 (c} 265.142(b) Have cost estimates been updated for inflation? 

CLOSURE 
·---•-• 

~/ VI2(a} 265 .112 (al Does the owner/operator have a closure plan? --·· _,, -- ~ -•~-, ., ~ Does the closure plan include: ''.J£ .LJl r"fl'T'0.4 ·--·----·· ----- --· ----- -------- --------
J / 

I . 2 (a} (1) 265 .112 (al Description of how and when the facility partially closed '' 
'· (1) (if applicable) and ultirnatelv closed [,' 

'' 
-·· -

~ ''/ ' ., 2 (a) (2) 265.112(a) An estimate of the maximum inventory of wastes in storage .. 
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,1f ._,: CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
714/7-44 P STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

(916) 322-5705 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Go~mo, 

February 20, 1987 

Mr. David Harris 
Grow Group, Inc. 
200 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10166 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

RE: FACILITIES AT CITY OF COMMERCE, CALIFORNIA, CAD085393080 
AND MONTEBELLO, CALIFORNIA, CAD009380890 

The Department has been notified by Georgia Pacific Corporation that 
the above-named facilities rave been transferred to Grow Group, Inc., 
effective July 31, 1986. 

This letter is to inform you that it is the responsibility of the 
owner/operator of a hazardous waste facility to comply with state 
financial assurance and liability requirements pursuant to Article 17, 
Title 22, California Administrative Code (Enclosed). 

Financial assurance may take the form of a trust fund, surety 
bond, letter of credit, financial test or corporate guarantee or 
insurance policy. Liability coverage may be provided through 
insurance, a financial test or corporate guarantee (state pre-printed 
forms DHS 8100-8110 enclosed). 

Please be advised that you have 30 days from the date of this letter 
to submit the following documents to the Department or this matter 
will be referred for enforcement action. 

1) A certificate of insurance, financial test, or corporate guarantee 
to demonstrate liability coverage for sudden accidental 
occurrences {$1 million per occurence per facility with a $2 
million annual aggregate per facility). 

2) The financial documents to satisfy the financial assurance 
requirements for closure costs. 

The financial assurance documents should be mailed to: 

Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
714/744 P St. 
P. 0. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 



r Mr. David Harris 
Page 2 

If I can be of any assistance to you, please contact me at (916) 324-
2994. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~"'<\ "(\ ~ "\\ {U_\J.._\.s_ 
Iran Haefele 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
Toxic Substances Control Division 



Grow Group, Inc. 

760 S. Vail Avenue Telephone (213) 724-6530 
Montebello, California 
90640 

September 17,1988 

Mr. Mohinder Sandhu, Chief 
Facilities Permitting Unit 
Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, California 90211 

Professlonal end Household 
ProductsDivilior'I 

Subject: Request for variance to allow on-site neutralization of 
trichloro-s-triazinetrione and sodium dichloroisocyanurate 

Dear M::-. Sandhu: 

Pursuant to conversations with Mr. William Wright of your unit, 
I am writing this letter on the abovementioned subject. California 
Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section 66310 allows for the granting 
of a variance from the provisions for the management of hazardous 
waste. Grow Group is therefore requesting a variance to allow us to 
neutralize on-site, the waste materials of trichloro-s-triazinetrione 
(TCCA) and sodium dichloroisocyanurate (SDCC) accumulated during 
clean-up from our tabletting and filling operations. 

Section 66310 (a);(2) allows for a variance if a hazardous 
waste is being handled, stored, or disposed of pursuant to regulations 
of another governmental agency. The neutralization of these materials 
complies with the discharge requirements of the Sanitation Districts of 
Los Angeles County. Our interim discharge permit from this agency 
is 11453. The resultant materials formed from the neutraliza-
tion process result in no hazard to human health and safety, livestock 
or wildlife. 

The name and address of both the waste producer and the location 
at which the waste is generated and will be treated, subject to the 
approval of this variance, are: 

Grow Group Inc. 
2501 Malt Avenue 
City of Commerce, ca. 90040 

The TCCA waste is a solid, consisting of virtually 100% TCCA, 
but which has been contaminated with dust, dirt, etc. as it is swept 



up from the plant floors. On a daily basis approximately 25 to 100 
pounds of this material is generated. It's primary source is TCCA dust 
from the tabletting operation and subsequent handling operations. An 
MSDS sheet on the material has been attached, as well as the technical 
specifications on the material. The SDCC waste is also a solid, but is 
generated on an infrequent basis from a granular filling operation. 
on a weekly basis approximately 25 to. 50 lbs. of SDCC waste is generated, 
with filling occuring perhaps every 2nd or 3rd week. 

The specific variance we are requesting is the approval to 
treat this waste on-site to neutralize the chlorine, followed by 
any pH adjustments required for sewer discharge. The chemistry and 
procedure for the neutralization of TCCA are shown in an attachment. The 
hazardous properties of the material are those defined for trichloro
isocyanuric acid (the common name for TCCA) in Article 9, Section 
66680, i.e. toxic, ignitable and reactive. As a waste this material 
meets the crit~ria for being hazardous in accordance with Section 
66696 for toxicity, Section 66702 for ignitability and Section 66705 
for reactivity. Before neutralization the waste will be managed in 
compliance with the provisions of Section 66508 for accumulation of 
hazardous waste:. On a minimum weekly basis, this period will vary 
accordingly with the volume of waste generated, the waste will be 
neutralized. 

The hazardous property of socc is defined only as being ignitable 
in Article 9, Section 66680. Neutralization and waste management 
accumulation will follow the procedures outlined above for TCCA. 

It should be noted that on two previous occasions, inspectors 
from your Department, after observing our operations, have approved the 
proposed method of waste management for isolated, one time remedia
tion efforts. 

The granting of this variance is in the public interest. Dealing 
with this waste on-site in a safe manner represents a safer alterna
tive to shipping, potentially reactive materials, across our public 
highways. on-site management as proposed, precludes the need to con
sume off-site commercial capacity which is already in short supply and 
it with allow us to deal with our waste in a timely manner. 

Thank you for your departments consideration. 

ely, 

row Grouf;~ 
Donald L. Green 
Technical Director 

OLG/dg 
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NEUTRALIZATION PROCEDURE FOR TRICHLORO-S 
TRIAZINETRIONE 

EQUIPMENT 

o 6000 Gallon tank equipped with aeration.and mixer 
o Respirator for any potential chlorine fumes 

CHEMICAL REACTIONS 

Cl3CYA • trichloro-s-triazinetrione 

CYA - cyanuric a·cid = c3N3o3 

------~ 6 NaOCl + 3 N2 + 6 CO2 
H2o 

NaOCL + 
sodium 

hypochlorite 

PROCEDURE 

Na2 ~o3 
soa.1.um 
sulfite 

-------~ NaCl 
salt 

+ Na2 ~o4 
SOQl.Uln 
sulfate 

1. Weigh the amount of TCCA waste to be neutralized. 
2. Fill the outdoor neutralization tank to approximately 3000 gal. 

with warm water. 
3. Add a quantity of soda ash (Na co3) equal to 1.1 times 

the weight of TCCA. The resultint pH should be in excess of 
10.0, if not, add more soda ash in 25 lb. increments until 
the desired pH is reached. 

4. Mix until dissolved. 
5. Slowly add the waste TCCA in 25 lb. increments 
6. Mix until all the material is dissolved. 
7. Weigh out a quantity of sodium sulfite equal to 1.6 times the 

weight of the TCCA waste. 
8. Slowly add the sodium sulfite in 25 lb. increments. 
9. Mix until all materials are dissolved. 

10. Sample the solution and analyze for pH and available chlorine. 
11. Make any required adjustments before discharging to the 

sewer system. 
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Table 1• 
Physlcal Md Chemical P,openiea 
of ACI. • Chlorinating Compositions 

Chemical Nomenclature: . · .. - . . . . ... -...... . 

Chemical Structure: 

Formula: ---·------
Molecular Wt.: 

Color and Physical Form: 

Available Chlorine. % 
Assay.% 
Cyanuric acid, % 
NaCI/KCI, % 
H,0.% 

Melting Point, 
°C (with 
decomposition) ----------loose Bulk Density: 
••(lb./cu. ft.) 
Regular: 
Granular: 
Extra Granular: ----------------Solubility at 2 5 °c · 
(gm/100 gm H,Ot 

pH, 1% Solution at 25°C: 

... · .. 

·:;·· 
~· . ; .. ; . 

ACL• 90PWS 

Tric.h,Qre>~•· . . . 
triaiinetrione 

Trichloro(isol 
cvanuric acid 

EPA No.: 524-107 
CAS No.: 87-90-1 

Cl 

I 
N 

I \ 
OnC C.,O 

I I 
CI--N N-CI 

\ cl 
II 
0 

Cl,fNCOI, 

232 

ACl.60 

S.odium -dichloro••· . 
triazinetrione · 

Sodium dichloro
lisolcyanurate 

EPA No.: 524•106 
CAS No.: 2893-78-9 

Na 

I 
N 

I \ 
0·,C C•-0 

I 
CI-N N -Cl 

\ I 
C 

1: 
0 

NaCl,CNCO,, 

220 

ACL59 

Potasaium.dichlo,o.s
t;iazinetrionit · -

Po1assium dichtoro• 
(isoJcyanurate 

EPA No.: 529-105 
CAS No.: 2244-21-S 

0-·C 
I 

Cl .. N 

K 

I 
N 

I \ 
c"o 
I 

'\ I 
C 

II 
0 

236 

White crystalline solid in regular, granular or extra granular gradH 

90 62 59 
>99.0 >96.0 >99.0 

5S.S 58.6 S4.6 
< 0.7 < 1.0 < 0.7 
< 0.3 < 3.0 < 03 

225-230 240•250 240-2SO 

56 51 
57 S7 S7 
57 59 59 

1 2 2S 9 

3.0 6.0 5.9 

ACL&a 

Sodiumdichloro .. - · ·· 
triazinetrione dihydrate 

Sodium dichloro
Cisolc:vanurate 
dihydrate 

EPA No.: 524-313 
CAS No.: 51580-86·0 

Na 

N 

I \ 
o-.c C ·0 

! l • 2H:0 
CI--N N--CI 

\ I 
C ., ,. 
0 

NaCt,CNC0I, • 2H10 

2S6 

55 
>99.0 

50.4 
1.0 

loses 1 H,O at > SO 
2H,Oat >9S 
Decamp. 240-2S0 

57 
59 

25 

6,0 
. ;.-T"4tabove data.,. baaeds,n llllmJlletiesaed_in the lebar4n~ ~ are not .,.,an,Nd 

forall .... s. · ·· <- ,'.:',~~ , · - · · · · 
• •; omim1 :!" 82.43 its.1~0. ft. · :.:-:: .,; ••.· • ... -- ·- .. - .- .·• -~: . -~_..,. __ ••. -. ,:-r-~.. .... -•··- :,.•.-.... -.: ..... --: 

. 4 • • - ~- • • _, • .. , . ~ •• -·.•. .. • -- :. - ... ;- -, , ... - - • • r - •. 

t. 

f 

;{~-:~7~;.::.:_;;~:,.:-i.:-:~~:~"::~. ~ ~ :· :-::~·.;· ,.~ ·. -:. -... -·; /: :::'f:-~'.'': ~,._·:~:: '.?t?:;~~{{~~~~f~~~;~~fl;~~i~-? .. ;n. -~-<::~·~·::~·:·:~~:7~~tI~.~:~.:.:~: 
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MONSANTO COMPANY 
800 N. LINDBERGH BLVD. 

MONSANTO PRODUCT NAME ST. LOUIS, MO 63167 
ACL® 90 PLUS CHLORINATING 

COMPOSITION 
Emergency Phone No. 

(Cs/I Collect} 
314-694-1000 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 
Synonym(s}: 

Chemical Name: 

Chemical Formula: 

Chemical Family: 

CAS No.: 

EPA Reg. No.: 

TSCA Inventory: 

DOT Proper Shipping 
Name: 

DOT Hazard Class/ 
I.D. No.: 

DOT Label(s): 

U.S. Surface Freight 
Classtficstion: 

Reportable Quantity (RQ) 
Under U.S. EPA CERCLA 

Regulations: 

" Hazardous Chemicsl(s) 
Under OSHA Hazard 

Communication Standard: 

r aco:o, •11 ...... , ., 

1,3,5-Trichloro-s-triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5H)-trione; 
Trichloroisocyanurate acid; Trichloro-s-triazinetrione 

1,3,5-Triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5H)-trione, 1,3,5-trichloro-, 

Chlorinated isocyanurates 

87-90-1 

524-107 

1,3,5-Triazine-2,4,6,(1 H,3H,5H)-trione, 1,3,5-trichloro
appears on the Inventory of Chemical Substances published 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under 
authority of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). 

Trichloroisocyanuric Acid, dry 

Oxidizer/UN2468 

Oxidizer 

Trichloroisocyanuric Acid 
(Bleach Assistant Compound, NOIBN, dry) 

Not Listed 

This substance is identified as a hazardous chemical under 
the criteria of the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
(29 CFR 1910.1200): 

Trichloroisocyanuric acid, CAS Reg. No. 87-90-1 
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WARNING STATEMENTS 
Keep out of reach of children. 

DANGER! 
HIGHLY CORROSIVE. 
CAUSES IRREVERSIBLE EYE DAMAGE. 
CAUSES BURNS TO SKIN. 
IRRITATING TO NOSE ANO THROAT. 
MAY BE FATAL IF SWALLOWED. 
WILL BURN WITH THE EVOLUTION OF CHLORINE AND EQUALLY TOXIC GASES. 
STRONG OXIDIZING AGENT. 
CONTACT WITH WATER SLOWLY LIBERATES IRRITATING ANO HAZARDOUS CHLORINE-

CONTAINING GASES. 
DECOMPOSES AT 460°F TO 480°F WITH LIBERATION OF HARMFUL GASES. 

Mix only with water. Use clean dry utensils. Do not add this product to any dispensing device containing 
remnants of · any other product. Such use may cause a violent reaction leading to fire or explosion. 
Contamination with moisture, organic matter, or other chemicals may start a chemical reaction with 
generation of heat, liberation of hazardous gases, and possible generation of fire and explosion. 

Directions for Use: 

It is a violation of Federal Law to use this product in a manner inconsistent with its labeling. 

FOR INDUSTRIAL USE ONLY. FOR REPACKAGING OR FORMULATING AS A DISINFECTANT, 
SANITIZER, BACTERICIDE, FUNGICIDE OR ALGICIDE. Repackagers or formulators must obtain 
their own EPA Registration Number to legally market this product for these uses. 

Note: Drum contains absorbent packets. Remove packets before using contents. Discard packets with reuse. ·~ [.l .__ _________________________________ _ 

g, _P_R_E_C_A_U_T_IO_N_A_R_Y_M_E_A_S_U_R_E_S ______________ _ 
1-
fi Do not get in eyes, on skin, or on clothing. 
l§ Wear goggles or face shield and rubber gloves when handling. 
r.> Avoid breathing dust or fumes. 
Fi Wash thoroughly with soap and water after handling. 
~ Remove and wash contaminated clothing before reuse. 1: .__ __________________________________ _ 
g ,---E_M_E_R_G_E_N_C_Y_A_N_D_FI_R_S_T_A_ID_P_R_O_C_E_D_U_R_E_S _________ _ 
:', IF SWALLOWED, drink promptly a large quantity of milk, egg whites, gelatin solution, or, if these are 
,> not available, drink large quantities of water. Avoid alcohol. !,: 

... 

. -

IF ON SKIN, immediately brush off excess chemical and flush with plenty of water. Remove contaminated 
clothing. Wash clothing before reuse. If irritation persists, call a physician. 

IF IN EYES, flush with plenty of water. Get medical attention . 

IF INHALED, remove person to fresh air. Call a physician. ,d... 
[J Note To Physician: Probable mucosal damage may contraindicate the use of gastric lavage. 

;f IN CASE OF: FIRE, if possible, isolate container in open air or well ventilated area. Flood with large 
•: volume of water. 
j 
:i IN CASE OF: CONTAMINATION OR DECOMPOSITION, do not reseal container. 

i ' 
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OCCUPATIONAL CONTffi'>L PROCEDURES .· __,,. . . . --~- ·:,·~~!~~"l~-- .. ,·: -~fl> ' . 
Eytf Prbtectlon: Wearchemlcal splash·goggtes and ·t,aw· eye baths·~ .... !·-•·~" 
Skin~: =-~-·~bws~ .. · ·'*·:,:,''"'1:':11,-

Respiratory 
Protection: 

Ventilation: 

Airborne 
Exposure Limits: 

appropri protective g ... -~ ~-- ~' ~ 
to prevent skin contact. Consult glove manufacturer to ~ne ~ '-YP!. 
glove for given apprteation. Wash ~ lfilkin;.!l~ t ••~ 
contaminated clothing and. clean protective- ~ftiefQre.-- reuse~·•· Provldi, :fl 
safety shower at any location where skin contact c:an·::occur~ ·wmm thorougf)(y. 
after handling. :. . . . .. 

-... · <:s · - · -·· · -;~i 
Avoid breathing dust or vapor. Use NIOSHIMSHA approved e_qulpment when air
borne exposure limits are exceeded. Full facepieoe equipment Is recommended 
and, if used, replaces need for face shield and/or chemical splash goggles. Con
sult respirator manufacturer to determine appropriate type equipment for given 
application. The respirator use limitations specified by NIOSHt'MSHA or the ma
nufacturer musf be observed. High· airborne concentratiohs· may requirit ·use :of · · 
self-contained breathing· apparatus or supplied air respirator. Respiratory protec
tion programs must be in compliance with 29 CFR 1910.134. 

Provide ventilation to control exposure levels below airborne exposure limits. 
Use local mechanical exhaust ventilation at sources of air contamination such 
as open process equipment. 

Typical Product Composition: 
Active Ingredient: Trichloro-s-triazinetrione 
Inert Ingredients 
Available Chlorine 

OSHA PEL: None Established 
ACGIH TLV~: None Established 

99% 
1% 

90% 

·Monsanto has adopted an internal limit of 0.5 mg/m' TWA, 1.5 mg/m3 STEL for AOL 90 PLUS chlorinating 
composition. 

Chlorine 

OSHA PEUC: 1 ppm. (3 mg/m3) 

ACGIH TLV•rrwA: 1 ppm (3 mgtm') 
TLV•!STEL: 3 ppm (9 mg/m') 

s:: 
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----------------------------------- D 
FIRE PROTECTION INFORMATION •• 
AOL 1' 90 PLUS chlorinating composition is not flammable, but if heated by an outside source to a ~ 
temperature of 460-480°F, this material will undergo self-sustaining decomposition with evolution of ~ 
heat and dense noxious gases. & 
Extinguishing Media: A thermal decomposition can be extinguished by flooding with copious quanti• i 

ties of water or by isolating the decomposing material and allowing it to be con- ;!. 

Special Firefighting 

sumed. i 
s· 

Procedures: Firefighters and others subjected to products of decomposition should wear 
full protective clothing and self-contained breathing apparatus. Chlorine con
taining ga~es .with traces of pt\osgene can be liberated at temperatures -in 
excess cf 400°F. 

(Fire Protection Information_ Continued On The Next P,J198) .. .. 
~ . .. . .;,- . 

. ,.,--..: .. -. .. ·• 
.. , ... ,,.-; 

V ~•• . ..e.-• ... ,•,.._,.;.,~~~ 'f,.. ~.•:.,. ~•~ •• ••• f,. .:=_ .• • 
·- . ~- • -~-••.,r, ' • • •• • y • 
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FIRE PROTECTION INFORMATION (Continued) 
Unusual Fire and 

Explosion Hazards: Small quantities of water react with ACL 90 PLUS to form hazardous quanti
ties of nitrogen trichloride which is violently explosive. See Technical Bulletin 
IC/WT-104 for further information. 

REACTIVITY DATA 
Materials to A void: 

Hazardous Decomposition 
Products: 

Hazardous Polymerization: 

Avoid contact with water on concentrated ACL 90 PLUS in the con
tainer. Concentrated ACL 90 PLUS in the container reacts with water 
to form hypochlorous acid and cyanuric acid. Also avoid contact with 
easily oxidizable organic material; ammonia, urea. or similar nitrogen
containing compounds; inorganic· reducing compounds; calcium 
hypochlorite; alkalis. 

Chlorine-containing gases can be produced. Traces of phosgene can 
be liberated at high temperatures 400°F. 
Does not occur. 

HEALTH EFFECTS SUMMARY 
The following information presents both human experience and the results of scientific experiments 
used by qualified experts to assess the effects of ACL 90 PLUS on the health of industrially exposed in- . 
dividuals and to support the Precautionary Statements and Occupational Control Procedures recom
mended in this document. To avoid misunderstanding, the data provided in this section should be in
terpreted by individuals trained in evaluation of this type of information. 

Human Experience 
Dermal contact and inhalation are expected to be the primary routes of occupational exposure to ACL 
90 PLUS. ACL 90 PLUS is considered to be corrosive to the eyes and skin. Exposure to ACL 90 PLUS 
dust or fumes has been reported to produce eye, nose, throat and respiratory tract irritation. 

On contact with moisture ACL 90 PLUS readily decomposes to chlorine, hypochlorous acid and cyanuric 
acid. The tissue damage resulting from contact with ACL 90 PLUS is considered to result, in part, from its 
chlorine and hypochlorous acid decomposition products. Exposure to chlorine gas has been reported to 
cause burning of the eyes with lacrimation; burning of the nose and mouth with rhinorrhea; and irritation of 
the linings of the entire respiratory tract with coughing, a choking sensation, substernal pain, vomiting, 
nausea, headache, dizziness and syncope. The .onset of severe respiratory symptoms following exposure 
to chlorine, including pulmonary edema and pneumonitis, may be delayed. 

Toxicological Data 

Data from Monsanto studies and from the scientific literature indicate the following: 
ACL 90 PLUS 

Oral LD50 (Rat): 
Dermal LD50 (Rabbit): 
Eye Irritation (Rabbit, 24-hr): 
Skin Irritation (Rabbit, 24-hr): 
DOT Skin Irritation (Rabbit, 4-hr): 

600 mg/kg, Slightly Toxic 
7,600 mg/kg, Practically Nontoxic 
Corrosive 
Corrosive 
Not Corrosive 

Rats were exposed by inhalation to dust of ACL 90 PLUS at exposure levels of 3.2, 10.1 and 31 mg/m> 
for 6 hours/day, 5 days/week for 4 weeks. Signs of irritation including lacrimation, salivation and labored 
breathing were observed at the mid- and high-exposure levels. Increased adrenal weights and blood 
chemistry parameter alterations were also noted in the mid· and high-exposure groups. No adverse 
histopathological effects were observed. The no-effect level is considered to be 3.2 mg/m>. 

(Health Effects Summary Continued On The Next Page) 
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HEAL TH EFFECTS SUMMARY (Continued) 
Additional IJJformation 

Contact of ACL 90 PLUS with moisture will produce cyanuric acid and hazardous chlorine gas and 
hypochlorous acid. A Threshold Limit Value (TLV1 ) has been established by the American Conference of 
Governmental Industrial Hygienists for chlorine. For further information on chlorine, please refer to the 
current edition of the Documentation of Threshold Umit Values. For information on cyanuric acid, please 
refer to the Cyanuric Acid Ory Material Safety Data Sheet. 

PHYSICAL DATA 
Appearance and Odor: 

Melting Point: 

Loose Bulk Densit)! (lbs./J:.u. ft.): 

pH (1% solution@ 25°C): 

Solubility @ 2s0c: 

White crystalline solid; slight chlorine odor 

225·230°C (decomposes) 

56 (regular) 
57 (granular and extra granular) 

3.0 

Note: These physical data are typical values based on material tested but may vary from sample to sample. 
Typical va!ues should not be construed as a guaranteed analysis of any specific lot or as specification items. s:: 

~ -------------------------------------m SPILL, LEAK & DISPOSAL INFORMATION JJ 
-----'----------------------------------► THIS SPILL, LEAK ANO DISPOSAL INFORMATION IS APPLICABLE FOR CONCENTRATED ACL. , 

Emergency Spill and 
Leak Information: Contain spilled material. Any spillage of ACL should be cleaned up as soon as 

possible to prevent contamination with foreign material with which it may react. 
See ··Reactivity Data" section of this document. 

KEEP SPILLED MATERIAL ORY. If allowed to stand in damp or wet areas, 
tear•producing vapors may result. 

Sweep, scoop, or vacuum up all spilled material, contaminated soil, and other 
contaminated material and place in clean, dry containers for disposal. Complete 
cleanup on a dry basis if possible. Floor sweeping compounds should not be 
used in the removal of ACL as f urning, fire or explosion may result. Follow all 
protective measures indicated in the "Occupational Control Procedures" section 
of this document. 

As currently defined, unneutralized ACL is a hazardous substance under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). If 100 pounds or more are released into the environment, it must be 
reported to the National Response Center (800-424•8802 or 202-426·2675). 
Since local. state and federal laws may vary, consult your attorney or appropriate 
regulatory officals for information relating to spill reporting. 

Keep unneutralized ACL out of sewers, watersheds and water systems. 

(Spill, Leak & Disposal Information Continued On The NeKI Page} 
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SPILL, LEAK & DISPosIC·INFORMATION (ContinueciC 
Disposal Information: 

Waste Disposal: Dispose of in accordance with all local, state and federal regulations. 

As currently defined in Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) regulations, ACL 90 PLUS, when discarded, is a hazardous waste exhib
iting the characteristics of ignitability ([).()01) and reactivity (0-003). See 40 CFR 
261.23. Its disposal, therefore, is regulated by Federal RCRA regulations. Consult 
your attomey or appropriate regulatory officials for infonnation regarding addi
tional state and local waste disposal requirements. 

Do not dispose of filled or partially filled containers in a common waste com
pactor. Contaminants in the compactor such as oil, sawdust, floor-sweeping 
compound, etc. could cause spontaneous decomposition and fusion of the ma
terial at ambient temperatures resulting in rupture of the drum. 

If material is dry, disposal by incineration is recommended. 

Do not transport wet material. An alternate method for disposal is by neutrali
zation to a non-oxidizing residue which can then be discarded safely. This pro
cedure should be undertaken only after reviewing the details of the method in 
Monsanto Technical Bulletin IC/WT· 104 on storage and handling of ACL. 

Wastes of this pesticide may cause irreversible eye damage and bums to skin 
and may be dangerous. lmpraper disposal of excess pesticide, spray mixture, or 
rinsate is a violation of Federal law. If these wastes cannot be disposed of by use 
according to label instructions, contact your State Pesticide or Environmental 
Coniroi Agency, or the Hazardous Waste representative at the nearest EPA 
Regional office for guidance. 

Container Dispi,sal: Completely empty liner by shaking and tapping sides and bottom to loosen cling
ing particles. Empty residue into application equipment. Then dispose of liner in a 
sanitary landfill or by incineration if allowed by State and local authorities. Rinse 
empty container with water, and dispose of in the same manner. I· I! .__ _________________________________ _ 

i ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
r • ,I ,. 
(. ,, 
\, 
i 
i' 

-------------------------------------The preparation of concentrated solutions or slurries of ACL "; 90 PLUS chlorinating composition is not 
recommended. Also, ACL 90 PLUS is not recommended for formulated bleaches containing strong alkali, 
surfactants or hydrated chemicals. 

I• Environmental Toxicity Information: 
r 

48-hr LC50 Daphnia magna: 0.21 ppm, Highly Toxic 
1: 96-hr LC50 Bluegill Sunfish: 0.30 ppm, Highly Toxic :c 96-hr LC50 Rainoow Trout: 0.32 ppm, Highly Toxic :l Oral LD50 Mallard Duck: 1,021 mg/kg, Slightly Toxic 
1_ 8-Day Dietary LC50 Mallard Duck: Greater than 10,000 ppm, Practically Nontoxic 
,- 8-Day Dietary LC50 Bobwhite Quail: Greater than 7,422 ppm, Practically Nontoxic 
iJ 
't: This product is toxic to fish. Do not discharge into lakes, streams, ponds, or public waters unless in ac,> cordance with NPDES Permit. For guidance contact the regional office of EPA. 

Storage: Retie polyethylene iiner after each use and keep container tightly closed. Store in a cool 
dry place. Do not allow water to get into container. Keep containers off wet floors. Do not 
contaminate water, food, or feed by storage or disposal. 

1; Refer to Monsanto Technical Bulletin IC~ -104 for detailed information on handling and storage. 
!! 

' 
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. ~~,~~QiT!O~AL .NON-EMERGENCYINFOR'-'ATION;:CONTACT: 

MSDS :Coordinator 
Specialty Chemicals, i · _· 
Monsanto Chemical Company 
314-694-1000 .•. 
(A Unlfof Monsantcfeoi) · · 

. ·•· .. ·••,:•'-- . 

Although the information and recommendations set fol1h herein (her~fter "infonnation1 are_ PNltnled in good failh and believed to be correct as of the date hereof, Monsanto Company makes no rep,esentallons •• to 1he completeneN or accuracy thereof. lnfonnallon Is supplied upon lhe condition that the persons racelving same will make their own determination as to Its IUilability for their purposes prior to use. In no event wiU Monsanto Cor,pany be responsible for damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use of or ..-.nee upon tnfonnalion. NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. OF MERCHANTABllllY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR OF ANY OTHER NATURE ARE MADE HEAEUNOEft wmt FIE8PECT TO INFORMATION OR THE PRODUCT-TO WHICH INFORMATION.REFERS. · . . . . . 

ACI.• II a rtgilt6i.tl lradlmark of Monuftto Company. 
--TL~ ri • ... ,tc1 tredemark of American Conference of Goll9rnmenlal lnduetrialHvoilfllell(ACGltfl. . . . . . . . 
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MONSANTO COMPANY 
800 N. LINDBERGH BLVD. 

MONSANTO PRODUCT NAME ST. LOUIS, MO 63167 
ACL® 60 CHLORINATING Emergency Phone No. 

(Call Collect) 
314-694-1000 

COMPOSITION 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 
Synonym(s): 

Chemical Name: 

Chemical Formula: 

Chemical Family: 

CAS No.: 

EPA Reg. No.: 

TSCA Inventory: 

DOT Proper Shipping 
Name: 

DOT Hazard Class! 
I.D. No.: 

DOT Label(s): 

U.S. Surface Freight 
Classification: 

Reportable Quantity (RQ) 
Under U.S. EPA CERCLA 

Regulations: 

Hazardous Chemical(s) 
Under OSHA Hazard 

1,3-Dichloro-s-triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5H)-trione sodium salt: 
Sodium dichloroisocyanurate: Sodium dichloro-s-triazinetrione 

1,3,5-Triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5H)-trione, 1,3-dichloro-, 
sodium salt 

C3N30 3Cl2Na 

Chlorinated isocyanurates 

2893-78-9 

524-106 

1,3,5-Triazine-2,4,6,(1 H,3H,5H)-trione, 1,3,5-dichloro-, _ 
sodium salt appears on the Inventory of Chemical Substances 
published by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
under authority of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). 

Sodium dichloro-s-triazinetrione 

Oxidizer/UN2465 

Oxidizer 

Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate 
(Bleach Assistant Compound, NOIBN, dry) 

Not listed 

Communication Standard: This substance is identified as a hazardous chemical under 
the criteria of the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
(29 CFR 1910.1200): 

Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate, CAS Reg. No. 2893-78-9 
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IVJonsanto MATERIAL.dAFETv DATA 
WARNING STATEMENTS 
Keep out of reaeh of children. 

DANGER! 
HIGHLY CORROSIVE. 
CAUSES IRREVERSIBLE EVE DAMAGE. 
CAUSES BURNS TO SKIN. 
IRRITATING TO NOSE AND THROAT. 
MAY BE FATAL IF SWALLOWED. 
WILL BURN WITH THE EVOLUTION OF CHLORINE AND EQUALLY TOXIC GASES. 
STRONG OXIDIZING AGENT. 

Page 2 of 7 

CONTACT WITH WATER SLOWLY LIBERATES IRRITATING ANO HAZARDOUS CHLORINE-
CONTAINING GASES. 

DECOMPOSES AT 460°F TO 480°F WITH LIBERATION OF HARMFUL GASES. 

Mix only with water. Use clean dry utensils. Do not ad~ this product to any di_spensing device containing 
remnants of any other product. Such use may· cause a violent· reaction leading to fire or explosion. 
Contamination with moisture, organic matter, or other chemicals may start a chemical reaction with · 
generation of heat, liberation of hazardous gases, and possible generation of fire and explosion. 

Directions for Use: 

It is a violation of Federal Law to use this product in a manner inconsistent with its labeling. 

FOR INDUSTRIAL USE ONLY. FOR REPACKAGING OR FORMULATING AS A DISINFECTANT, 
SANITIZER, BACTERICIDE, FUNGICIDE OR ALGICIDE. Repackagers or formulators must obtain 
their own EPA Registration Number to legally market this product for these uses. o.,__ ________________________________ _ 

~ _P_R_E_C_A_U_TI_O_N_A_R_V_M_EA_S_U_R_E_S ______________ _ 
~ Do not get in eyes, on skin, or on clothing. 
!' Wear gboggles or face shield and rubber gloves when handling. 
i!: Avoid reathing dust or fumes. 
, .. 
! Wash thoroughly with soap and water after handling. 

' . 

~ Remove and wash contaminated clothing before reuse. 
i:) ,,_ 
·-· 
l.__ _________________________________ _ 

:, EMERGENCY AND FIRST AID PROCEDURES 
ll> .------------------------------------,- IF SWALLOWED, drink promptly a large quantity of milk, egg whites, gelatin solution, or, if these are 
. .1 not available, drink large quantities of water. Avoid alcohol. . l 
:t 

< 
IF ON SKIN, immediately brush off excess chemical and flush with plenty of water. Remove contaminated 
clothing. Wash clothing before reuse. If irritation persists, call a physician. 

!c IF IN EYES, flush with plenty of water. Get medical attention. 
0 
.~ IF INHALED, remove person to fresh air. Call a physician . 
...... 
iJ ... 
,,( 

Note To Physician: Probable mucosal damage may contraindicate the use of gastric lavage . 

.I) 
IN CASE OF: FIRE, if possible, isolate container in open air or well ventilated area. Flood with large 

..J volume of water. 
'~ 
:r 
'.JJ 
~ 
~ 

IN CASE OF: CONTAMINATION OR DECOMPOSITION, do not reseal container. 
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OCCUPATIONAL CONTROL PROCEDURES 
Eye Protection: 

Skin Protection: 

Respiratory 
Protection: 

Ventilation: 

Airborne 

Wear chemical splash goggles and have eye baths immecrsately 'avallable 'where . 
there is· potential for eye contact. 

Wear appropriate protective gloves ~ protective clothing that provide a barrier . 
to prevent skin contact. Consult glove manufacturer to determine appropriate type 
glove for given application. Wash immearately if skin is oontaminated. Launder 
contaminated clothing and clean protective equipment before reuse. Provide· a 
safety shower. at any location where ·skin contact can· occur. Wash thoroughly 
after handling. · 

Avoid breathing dust or vapor. Use NIOSH/MSHA approved equipment when air
borne exposure limits are exceeded. Full facepiece equipment is recommended 
and, if used, replaces need for face shield and/or chemical splash goggles. Con
sult .respirator manufacturer to .detennine appropriate type, equipment for given . 
application. The respirator use limitations specified by NIOSH/MSHA or the ma
nufacturer must be observed. High airborne concentrations may require use of 
self-contained breathing apparatus or supplied air respirator. Respiratory protec
tion programs must be in compliance with 29 CFR 1910.134. 

Provide ventilation to control exposure levels below airborne exposure limits. 
Use local mechanical exhaust ventilation at sources of air contamination such 
as open process equipment. 

Exposure Limits: Typical Product Composition: 
Active Ingredient: Sodium dichloro-s-triazinetrione 96% 
Inert Ingredients 4% 
Available Chlorine 62% 

OSHA PEL: None Established 
ACGIH TLV•: None Established 

Monsanto has adopted an intemal limit of 0.5 mg/rn' TWA, 1.5 mg/tnS STEL for ACL 60 chlorinating 
composition. 

Chlorine 

OSHA PEUC: 1 ppm (3 mg/m1) 

ACGIH TLVrrwA: 1 ppm (3 mg/m') 
Tl V•ISTEL: 3 ppm (9 mg/m3) 

~ 
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------------------------------------':b. _Ff_R_E_P_R_O_T_E_C_T_IO_N_IN_F_O_R_M_A_T_IO_N_---◄------------- ~ 
ACL ~ 60 chlorinating composition is not flammable, but if heated by an outside source to a temperature ~ 
of 460-480°F, this material will undergo self-sustaining decomposition with evolution of heat and dense ~ 
noxious gases. g 

C> Extinguishing Media: A thermal decomposition can be extinguished by flooding with copious quanti- ~ 
ties of water or by isolating the decomposing material and allowing it to be con- i" 
~~ I 

Special Firefighting 
Procedures: Firefighters and others subjected to products of decomposition should wear 

full protective clothing and self-contained breathing apparatus. Chlorine con
taining gases with traces of phosgene can be liberated at temperatures in· 
excess of 400°F. 

(Fire Protection Information Continue(/ On The Next Pt1ge) 
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FIRE PROTECTION INFORMATION Continued) 

un;::,~:::~::.,ds: ~en ~;~lotidycan be generated by reaction of water.on Abt, u~der .· 
- certain .. conditions of pH, concentration and temperature. See T echnlcai Bul

letin ICIWT-104 for further information. The reaction of water with ACL 60 
generally does not present an explosion hazard as the rate of nitrogen lrich
loride fonnatlon is very slow. 

REACTIVITY DATA 
Materials to Avoid: 

Hazardous Decomposition 
Products: 

Hazardous Polymerization: 

Avoid contact with water on concentrated ACL 60 in the container. Con
centrated ACL 60 in the container reacts with water to form hypochlorous acid and cyanuric acid. Also avoid contact with easily oxidizable 
organic material; ammonia, urea, or similar nitrogen-containing com
pounds; inorganic reducing compounds; calcium hypochlorite; alkalis. · 

Chlorine-containing gases can be produced. Traces of phosgene can 
be liberated at high temperatures 400°F. 

Does not occur. 

HEALTH EFFECTS SUMMARY 
The following information presents both human experience and the results of scientific experiments used by qualified experts to assess the effects of ACL 60 on the health of industrially exposed individuals and to support the Precautionary Statements and Occupational Control Procedures recommended in this document. To avoid misunderstanding, the data provided in this section should be interpreted by individuals trained in evaluation of this type of information. 

Human Experience 

Dermal contact and inhalation are expected to be the primary routes of occupational exposure to ACL 60 chlorinating composition. ACL 60 is considered to be corrosive to the eyes and skin. Exposure to ACL 60 · dust or fumes has been reported to produce eye, nose, throat and respiratory tract irritation. 
On contact with moisture ACL 60 readily decomposes to chlorine, hypochlorous acid and cyanuric acid. The tissue damage resulting from contact with ACL 60 is considered to· result, in part, from its chlorine and hypochlorous acid decomposition products. Exposure to chlorine gas has been reported to cause burning of the eyes with facrimation; burning of the nose and mouth with rhinorrhea; and irritation of the linings of the entire respiratory tract with coughing, a choking sensation, substernal pain, vomiting, nausea, headache, dizziness and syncope. The onset of severe respiratory symptoms following exposure to chlorine, including ~lmonary edema and pneumonitis, may be delayed. 

Toxlcologlcal Data 

Data from Monsanto studies and from the scientific literature for ACL 60 (sodium dichloroisocyanurate) and the potassium salt of dichloroisocyanurate indicate the following: 

ACL60 
Oral LD50 (Rat): 
Dermal L050 (Rabbit): 
Eye Irritation (Rabbit, 24-hr): 
Skin Irritation (Rabbit, 24-hr): 
DOT Skin Irritation (Rabbit, 4-hr): 

700 mg/kg, Slightly Toxic 
6,000 mg/kg, Practically Nontoxic 
Corrosive 
Corrosive 
Not Corrosive 



1v1onsanto MATEC,\L sAFETv oATA 
HEAL TH EFFECTS SUMMARY (Continued . ' .... ·. 

t,-.---;:>:·~;~~;-.,,. 

Rats were exposed by Inhalation to dust of the dihydrate of ACL 60 at exposure level$;d4.2.·,\1~'.:·· 
32.8 mg/m' for 6 ·hours/day, 5 days/week for 4 weeks. Signs of Irritation including ~. aa11vat1on··. 
and labored breathing were observed at the mid- and high-exposure levels. Deaeasec(body ,~ 
and/or liver weights and hematological blood parameter alterations were also noted in lhe mid-., . ..-.d 
high-exposure gr:oups. No. adverse hlstopathological effects were observed. ·The·~- :~:Is 
considered to be 3.2 mg/~. · · · "· · · · '· · 

In an a-week oral toxicity study, rats were administered ACL 60 dihydrate at 400, 1,200, 4,000 and 
8,000 ppm in drinking water (adjusted to pH 7.2 to 7.6). Mortality, clinical aigna•,.of toxicity ,and · 
decreased body weights were observed at or above 4,000 ppm. Drinking water consumpt;on·was 
reduced In all treatment groups. Urine volume and urine creatine were decreased for males at 8,000 
ppm. No other adverse urinalysis, hematological, biochemical or gross pathological effects were 
observed. 

Potassium Dichloroisocyanurate 

Patch testing of 50 human volunteers with a 5% aqueous solution of the potassium salt of dich· 
loroisoyanurate produced no positive reactions following initial application, any of 15 repeated ex
posures in the induction phase, or on subsequent challenge 2 weeks later. This material was not con
sidered a sensitizing agent. 

Additional Information 

Contact of ACL 60 with moisture will produce cyanuric acid and hazardous chlorine gas and hypochl
orous acid. A Threshold limit Value (TLV,JJ)) has been established by the American Conference of Go
vernmental Industrial Hygienists for chlorine, please ref er to the current edition of the Documentation of 
Threshold Umit Values. For information on cyanuric acid, please refer to the Cyanuric Acid Dry Material 
Safety Data Sheet. 

s:: 
~ 
m 
:D 

------------------------------------- )> PHYSICAL DATA 
----------------------------------- r Appearance and Odor: White crystalline solid; slight chlorine odor ~ 

Melting Point: 240·250°C (decomposes) ~ 
--t Loose Bulk Density (lbs.lcu. ft.): 57 (granular) -< 

59 (extra granular) O 
)> 

pH {1% solution @ 25°C): 6.0 ~ 

Solubility @ 25°C: 25 g/100 g H20 :b 

Note: These physical data are typical values based on material tested but may vary from sample to sample. 
Typical values should not be construed as a guaranteed analysis of any specific lot or as specification items. ------------------------------------

p 
~ 

~ 
SPILL, LEAK & DISPOSAL INFORMATION ~ ---"------------------------------------() THIS SPILL, LEAK AND DISPOSAL INFORMATION IS APPLICABLE FOR CONCENTRATED ACL. :-, 

5· 
Emergency Spill and 

Leak Information: Contain spilled material. Any spillage of ACL should be cleaned up as soon as 
possible to prevent contamination with foreign material with which it may react. 
See "Reactivity Data" section of this document. 

KEEP SPILLED MATERIAL DRY. If allowed to stand in damp or wet areas, 
tear-producing vapors 111ay result. · · 

(Spm, Leak & Disposal Information Continued On Tl't'iJ N,xt Page} 
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SPILL, LEAK & DISPOSAL INFORMATION (Continued) 
Emergency Spill and 

Leak Information 
(Continued): 

Disposal Information: 

Waste Disposal: 

Sweep, scoop, or vacuum up all spilled material, contaminated soil, and other 
contaminated material and place in clean, dry containers for disposal. Complete 
cleanup on a dry basis if possible. Floor sweeping compounds should not be 
used in the removal of ACL as fuming, fire or explosion may result. Follow all 
protective measures indicated in the "Occupational Control Procedures" section 
of this document. 

As currently defined, unneutralized ACL is a hazardous substance under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
(CEACLA). If 100 pounds or more are released into the environment, it must be 
reported to the National Response Center (800-424-8802 or 202-426-2675). 
Since local, state and federal laws may vary, consult your attorney or appropriate 
regulatory officals for information relating to spill reporting. 

Keep unneutralized ACL out of sewers, watersheds and water systems. 
" 

Dispose of in accordance with all local, state and federal regulations. 

As currently defined in Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCAA) regulations, ACL 60, when discarded, is a hazardous waste exhibiting 
the characteristics of ignitability (0-001) and reactivity (D-003). See 40 CFA 
261.23. Its disposal, therefore, is regulated by Federal RCAA regulations. Con
sult your attorney or appropriate regulatory officials for information regarding 
additional state and local waste disposal requirements. 

Do not dispose of filled or partially filled containers in a common waste com
pactor. Contaminants in the compactor such as oil, sawdust, floor-sweeping 
compound, etc. could cause spontaneous decomposition and fusion of the ma
terial at ambient temperatures resulting in rupture of the drum. 

If material is dry, disposal by incineration is· recommended. 

Do not transport wet material. An alternate method for disposal is by neutrali
zation to a non-oxidizing residue which can then be discarded safely. This pro
cedure should be undertaken only after reviewing the details of the method in 
Monsanto Technical Bulletin ICIWT-104 on storage and handling of ACL. 

Wastes of this pesticide may cause irreversible eye damage and burns to skin 
and may be dangerous. Improper disposal of excess pesticide, spray mixture, or 
rinsate is a violation of Federal law. If these wastes cannot be disposed of by use 
according to label instructions, contact your State Pesticide or Environmental 
Control Agency, or the Hazardous Waste representative at the nearest EPA 
Regional office for guidance. 

Container Disposal: Completely empty liner by shaking and tapping sides and bottom to loosen cling
ing particles. Empty residue into application equipment. Then dispose of liner in a 
sanitary landfill or by incineration if allowed by State and local authorities. Rinse 
empty container with water, and dispose of in the same manner. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
The preparation of concentrated solutions or slurries of ACL 60 chlorlnatlng composition Is not recom
mended. 

Environmental Toxicity Information: 

96-hr LC50 Rainbow Trout: 0.37 ppm. Highly Toxic 
96-hr LC50 Bluegill Sunfish: 0.43 ppm. Highly Toxic 
Oral LD50 Mallard Duck: 1,916 mg/kg, Slightly Toxic 
8-Day Dietary LC50 Mallard Duck: Greater than 10,000 ppm,· Practically Nontoxic 
8-Day Dietary LC50 Bobwhite Quail: Greater than 10,000 ppm, Practically Nontoxic 

This product Is toxic to fish. Do not discharge Into lakes, streams, ponds, or public waters unless in ac
cordance with NPDES Permit. For guidance contact the regional office of EPA. 

Storage: Retie polyethylene Hner after eilcf:I use and keep .cont~ner tigtltly closed. Store in a cool . · 
dry place. Do not allow water to get into container. Keep containers off wet floors. Do not 
contaminate water, food, or feed by storage or disposal. 

Refer to Monsanto Technical Bulletin IC/WT-104.for d,tailed information on handling and storage. 

DATE: 11I2s,as 
MSDS NO.: 002893i89 

FOR ADDITIONAL NON-EME~GENCY INFORMATION, C.ONTACT: . . 

MSDS Coordinator 
Specialty Chemicals 
Monsanto Chemical Company 
314-694-1000 
(A Unit of Monsanto Co.) 

SUPERSEDES: 11125184 

Although the information and recommendations set forth herein (hereinafter "lnformalion1 are presented In good faith and believed to be 
correct as of the date hereof, Monsanto Company makes no representallons as to the completeness or accuracy thereof. Information la 
supplied upon the condition that the ~rsons receiving same will make their own determination •• to Its suitability for their purposes prior to 
use. In no event will Monsanto Company be responsible for damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use of or reliance upon 
Information. NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES. EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, OF MERCHANTABILllY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR OF ANY OTHER NATURE ARE MADE HEREUNDER WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION OR THE 
PRODUCT TO WHICH INFORMATION REFERS. 

ACl • is a registerlld tradernartc of Monsanlo Compan,. 
TLV• is I registered tradeffllfft of American Conhitencl.of Gowmrne,ul lndultrill ~-(AOQIH): 

·. -

·- ·"- i.,.-: 
. ·, - .. .,.._ --

••• ·-~ ··~ .... "Y'~-~ 
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d - .-{TA TE 0, CAllfORNIA~EAl TH ANO WElfARE AGf:NCY 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
'JUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 

L ~NGELES, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2380 

Mr. D:>nald L. Green, Technical Director 
Grc:M Group, Inc. 
760 S. Vail Ave. 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Dear Mr. Green: 

GEORGE DEUl(MEJIAN, Gowrnor 

f A -1- d 

HAZARIXXJS WASTE FACILITY PERMIT VARIANCE - EPA I.D. # CAD 085393080 

On septembe.r 17, 1988, you 
Hazardous Waste Facility 
trichloro-s-triazinetrione 
wastes. 

applied to the Depart:rne.nt for a variance from the 
Permit requirements for on-site treatment of 
('ICC.A) and Scx:Utun dichloroisocyanurate (Srx:q 

A review of your application indicated the follawing: 

1he above CO!TifX)unds are toxic, ignitable and reactive. (Article 9 and 
11, Title 22 o::R). 

1he above compourrls, when discarded, are RrnA hazamous wastes. (40 CFR 
261.23). 

Based on the above information the Depart:rne.nt has made the follawing 
determination: 

'Ihe treatment prop:>Sed is not a simple neutralization system 
sensitive arrl can pose a threat to human health or envirornnent. 
for the variance for the on-site treatment of the above waste 
denied. 

and is very 
Your request 
is therefore 

If you wish to treat the above compourrls in your facility you must submit a 
revised Part A and a complete Ope.ration Plan (OP) for Hazardous Waste Facility 
Permit. 

Enclosed please find a copy of the instructions for preparing Hazardous Waste 
Treatment/Storage Ope.ration Plan. 
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Mr. CX,nald L. Green 
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If you have any questions in this matter, do not hesitate to call Mike Masoud 
Eshaghian at (213) 620-2380. 

JAH:MME:ms 

Enclosure 

cc: caroline cabias, Olief 
Deparbnent of Health Services 
Hazardous Waste Management 
Toxic SUbstances Control Division 
714/744 "P" Street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

J A. Hinton, P.E., Olief 
E cility Pennitting Unit 
egion 3 (1.os Angeles) 

Toxic SUbstances Control Division 
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STATI! Of CAUFOllNIA-HEAlTH AND WElf~llE "'GENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI 
107 SOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2380 " 

vz 
INSPECTION REPORT 
Grow Group, Inc. 

2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 

(213) 724 6530 
CAD085393080 

RCRA Non-Major Compliance Inspection 

Follow-up Inspection 

6 

Inspected by: Roy Thielking and Rick Jones 

Date of Initial Inspection: June 16, 1988 

Date of Follow-up Inspection: September 12, 1988 

Date of Report: September 30, 1988 

I. PURPOSE: 

RCRA Non-Major Compliance Inspection 

Follow-up Inspection 

II. REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 

A. Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) Representatives: 

Kim Marti, Plant Manager (this facility on~y) 

GE0IGE DEUICMUAN. ao-

Donald L. Green, Director of Research and Development, GGI's 
Consumer and Professional Product Division, 760 South Vail 
Avenue, Montebello, CA 

B. Department of Health Services, Toxic Substances Control Division 
(DHS/TSCD) Representatives: 

OWNER/OPERATOR: 

Roy Thielking, Associate Waste Management Engineer 

Rick Jones, Hazardous Materials Specialist 

David~- Chase, Senior Waste Management Engineer 

Jim Marxen, Public Information Officer 

An EPA Form 8700-12 filed with USEPA Region IX on September 9, 1986, stated 
that the legal owners of the facility were as follows: 

Grow Group, Inc. (a New York corporation) 
200 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10166 
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Kilsby Tube Supply Company 
9500 Telstar Avenue 
El Monte, CA 91731 

(a California corporation, which on October 
1, 1986, was merged into C.A. Roberts Co., 
dba Kilsby-Roberts Co., an Illinois 
corporation) 

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company (an Ohio corporation) 
1144 East Market Street 
Akron, OH 44316 

During DHS' June 16, 1988 inspection, Kim Marti stated that the following 
persons have, or have had, hazardous waste management responsibilities at 
this facility: 

Kim Marti, Plant Manager 

Mack Smith, Production Foreman 

Marylou Copalongon, Quality Assurance and Environmental 
(based at the 760 South Vail Avenue facility) 

Cassandra Biron, Safety Director, Quality Control Supervisor 

Bob Ermer, former Plant Manager 

Dennis B. Sabadin, former Plant Manager, now at Vail Facility 

James Mahar, Engineering Manager, GGI 

III. FACILITY DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND: 

GGI, Consumer and Professional Products Division, located at 2425-2501 South 
Malt Avenue, Commerce, CA, operates a hazardous waste storage and treatment 
facility for which DHS has not issued an Interim Status Document. This 
facility has stored reactive and/or ignitable hazardous wastes for longer 
than 90 days, and treats reactive hazardous wastes prior to discharging the 
residue to the local sewer system. Pursuant to Title 40, Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR) Part 262.34, this facility is subject to the 
requirements of 40 CFR Parts 264 and 265 and the permit requirements of CFR 
Part 270. 

On November 19, 1980 :. the former owner, Georgia-Pacific Corporation (GPC), 
filed a Part A, USEPA Form 3610-1, (hereinafter Part A) describing treatment 
of corrosive wastes (D002) in tanks, and storage of the following hazardous 
wastes in containers: (See Attachment A.) 

U226 (1,1,1,-trichloroethane) 
U002 (Acetone) 
FOOl (Spent halogenated degreaser solvent) 
DOOl (Ignitable wastes) 
D003 (Reactive wastes) 

300 lb./yr. 
200 lb./yr. 
180 lb./yr. 
30,000 lb./yr. 
800 lb./yr. 

A plot plan submitted with that Part A described three underground 
clarifiers; one with a "pH controller no. l", which accepted drainage from an 
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acid storage tank farm, one with a "pH controller no. 2", which accepted 
wastes from a bulk filling area, and one which accepted waste from both of 
the above units and discharged to the sewer. In Area "l", just north of the 
main warehouse and process building, a "16 ft. diameter storage tank, H.W. 11 

was shown. A 20 ft. by 40 ft. "Drum Storage Area H.W." is shown on the 
southwest side of the main building. Process design capacity for storage is 
described as 3,600 gallons in containers, and 600 gallons in tanks, with a 
capacity for treatment in tanks of 320 gallons per day. 

On May 21, 1984, DHS conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the 
facility and found the following violations of 40 CFR (See Attachment B.): 

265.73 (b) 

265.16 (d) 

265.51 

265.173 

No records of inspection of the hazardous waste storage 
areas. 

Inadequate personnel training records and/or program. 

No written contingency plan. 

No warning signs posted around the hazardous waste storage 
areas; stored containers of hazardous waste were not closed. 

GPC's June 5, 1984, reply to DHS' Report of Violation (ROV), stated that (See 
Attachment C.): 

1. A hazardous waste inventory log had been implemented. 

2. All hazardous waste on the premises had been identified and 
labeled, and a hazardous waste storage area was being prepared and 
marked. 

3. A 30 day extension was requested for preparation of the contingency 
plan, and to update personnel records and the training program. 

There is no record in the file that the contingency plan or the training 
records were ever received by DHS. 

On July 29, 1985, Michael T. Goldstein, Technical Director, Consumer Products 
Division, GPC, sent a letter to USEPA Region IX requesting withdrawal of the 
Part A and that the facility be listed as a generator only, as fully enclosed 
elementary neutralizat,ion with discharge to a POTW was the only hazardous 
waste treatment utilized. Although the letter refers to an attached drawing 
showing that the treatment unit was fully enclosed, such drawing is not 
contained in OHS' files. (See Attachment D.) 

On August 16, 1985, USEPA' s reply to GPC stated that the State had been 
awarded Interim Authorization to administer the RCRA program, and EPA had 
transferred the part A to the State for action. 

On February 20, 1986, a fire broke out at the facility, releasing chlorine 
gas from a drum of stored chlorinator chemical. The fire department 
extinguished the fire and notified the Los Angeles County Department of 
Health Services (l.ACDHS). 
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On February 22, 1986, LACDHS ordered GPC to remove or treat about 130 drums 
of chlorinator that posed a continuing threat to health and safety. (See 
Attachment E.) 

Also on February 22, 1986, GPC proposed, in a letter to LACDHS, to mitigate 
stored calcium hypochlorite by mixing it with diatomaceous earth and then to 
dissolve the hypochlorite in water, and add sodium sulfite to reduce the 
hypochlorite. (See Attachment F.) 

On February 25, 1986, OHS inspected the facility and found that GPC did not 
keep a copy of the contingency plan at the facility. Representatives of the 
company stated that the contingency plan was being completed and approved by 
company management. It was also noted at.that time that used hydraulic oil 
was placed in an aboveground tank and picked up about once a month to be 
recycled. (See Attachment R.) (This hazardous waste activity is not 
described in the Part A, and at the time of the September 12, 1988 
inspection, the used hydraulic oil was stored in drums. This would 
constitute a change in the waste management process, for which there is not 
in the file any record that GPC or GGI filed the required prior notice of 
change. 

The following day, an explosion occurred in the treatment process equipment, 
releasing an estimated 6000 gallons of partly reacted waste. Facility 
personnel contained the spill and returned it to the tank. Memos in the file 
indicate that LACDHS and the Office of Emergency Services notified OHS by 
telephone (See Attachment G.), but there is no record in the file to indicate 
that GPC ever notified OHS (required by telephone within 24 hours, to be 
followed by a written notice within one week) giving details of the incident 
and corrective measures, and that the facility contingency plan had been 
implemented and/or amended. 

There is also no record in the file that GPC ever notified OHS or EPA that 
there had been any change in the processes at this facility, or that GPC had 
filed any closure plan for the hazardous waste management units de.scribed in 
the Part A. 

On July 17, 1986, GGI sent USEPA Region IX a letter notifying them that 
ownership of this facility would be transferred from GPC to GGI on or about 
July 28, 1986. (A copy of this notice, which was due to EPA by April 30, 
1986, was not received by OHS until September 27, 1988. See Attachment 0.) 

On July 31, 1986, GPC sent a letter to USEPA that stated "ownership (of this 
facility) was transferred" from GPC, 133 Peachtree Street (P.O.Box 105605), 
Atlanta, GA 30348-5605 to GGI, 200 Park Avenue, 49th Floor, New York, NY 
10166, on July 31, 1986. (See Attachment H.) 

On September 9, 1986, Michael T. Goldstein, then Technical Director, Consumer 
Products Division, GGI, sent USEPA Region IX a Notification of Hazardous 
Waste Activity and a letter requesting that the EPA ID number CAD085393080 be 
transferred from GPC to GGI, and indicating that the facility was a generator 
only. (See Attachment I.) 
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There are no docwnents in the file or entries in the variance tracking log of 
DHS' Facilities Permitting Unit to indicate that GGI has formally applied for 
a variance or exemption from TSDF requirements, so as to allow this facility 
to treat, store, or dispose of hazardous waste without a permit. 

The file does not contain any indication that the hazardous waste treatment 
or storage units described in the Part A have been closed, or that hazardous 
waste processes at the facility have changed. 

On June 16, 1988, OOHS conducted a compliance inspection at this facility, 
and found six violations of applicable regulations and statutes (See 
Attachment J.) At that time, Thielking and Osborne had the impression that 
the GGI facility extended only to the driveway area immediately north of the 
main building. The plot plan submitted with the Part A indicates that the 
parking area on the north end of the premises is "Goodyear property", and the 
Part A does not list Goodyear Tire and Rubber as one of the legal owners. 
(The September 9, 1986 filing, obtained through DHS' Financial Responsibility 
Unit on September 16, 1988, does list Goodyear as one of the owners.) 
Therefore, the steel framed corrugated iron building (north shed) and carton 
storage area northeast of that driveway was not inspected on June 16, 1988. 

On July 28, 1988 the Department sent GGI a Report of Violation and Schedule 
for Compliance (ROV) related to the above findings. (See Attachment K.) 

On August 8, 1988, GGI replied to the ROV. (See Attachment L, which does not 
include the waste analysis plan and the training plan that GGI sent with the 
letter.) Review of that response and the accompanying plans is incomplete. 

On August 10, 1988, GGI experienced an emergency involving three drwns of 
stored reactive hazardous material (trichloro-S-triazinetrione and/or calcium 
hypochlorite) that GGI had stored in polyethylene lined fiber drums in the 
north bay of the north shed, and had intended to recycle or treat and dispose 
of, according to Kim Marti, plant manager. 

On September 2, 1988, the fire department was called in to the facility to 
deal with an emergency involving eight drwns of this same stored hazardous 
material that GGI had intended to recycle or dispose of. On that occasion, 
the fire department ordered the evacuation of several thousand people from 
nearby residential areas. This inspection, besides being a follow-up of the 
June 16, 1988 inspection, is part of a continuing investigation of GGI by the 
State and the Los Ange·ies County Department of Health Services (LACDHS). 

On September 17, 1988, GGI sent DHS a request for a variance to allow them to 
treat and discharge to the sewer chlorinator wastes without a permit. (See 
Attachment Q.) 

IV. WASTE STREAMS AND MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES: 

Waste streams include the decanted products from damaged or imperfect 
containers, and the crushed containers. On June 16, 1988, Marti had told 
Osborne and me that the crushed containers are transported to a landfill. 
Spilled or off-spec water soluble products were collected in an aboveground 
tank. After adding sodium thiosulfate or bisulfite to chemically reduce the 
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available chlorine, and adjusting the pH, GGI discharged the resulting waste 
to the sewer. 

Marti also said that bottled bleach loses available chlorine slowly, and 
after about six months, falls below specified limits. Outdated liquid 
bleach, either from on site or received back from company owned distributors, 
is decanted into drums or tanks, and stored until it can be worked back into 
the chlorination process. 

Solid or semi-solid hazardous wastes are generated as a result of tableting 
of granulated solid chlorinator chemicals, which are received in bulk, as 
granules. After being pressed into tablets, the chlorinator is packed into 
small boxes for retail sale. Wastes generated include baghouse dusts and the 
waste resulting from washing out the tableting presses. 

There is an oil-water separator next to the railroad, near the north corner 
of the main warehouse and process building, that is mentioned and identified 
by a photograph and a note on drawings included in the original Part A 
submitted by GPC. (See Attachment A.) The exact source of the wastes 
treated in this unit was not determined during this inspection. 

There was also some used hydraulic oil that was stored in drums until it 
could be transported to a recycling facility. (See Observations, below.) 

V. OBSERVATIONS: 

About 11:20 a.m. on September 12, 1988, I arrived at the subject facility 
with Rick Jones and Jim Marxen, employees of the Department. We asked to see 
Kim Marti, the plant manager. David Chase, Program· Manager with the 
Department, arrived about 11:30. Marti and Donald L. Green, director of 
research and development for GGI, came out to meet us at about 11:40. We all 
went into the facility's conference room to discuss the current situation of 
the facility. 

In answer to Rick Jones' opening question concerning recent events at this 
facility affecting the public health and safety, Marti said approximately the 
following: 

The hazardous material that caused the incidents was some 460-500 fiber 
drums of dry chlorinator chemical that had come from broken boxes, 
and/or floor swe~pings, and washout of the tableting presses. Some of 
it was known to' be waste, required to be reduced, neutralized and 
disposed of to the sewer. Some containers held material that could be 
sorted/ sieved out and recycled without further treatment. GGI 
employees started to classify the contents of each drum and repackage or 
dispose of them as appropriate. On August 10, 1988, three of the drums 
caught fire and caused a release of fumes off site. GGI increased their 
efforts to deal with the wastes, some of which were still left over from 
GPC's operations, although the LACDHS had ordered GPC to remove them in 
February of 1986. On September 2, 1988, another incident of 
uncontrolled reaction occurred, involving eight drums. Marti said he 
was called by the fire department about 1:45 a.m., Saturday, September 
3, 1988. Subsequent to that incident, another emergency occurred on 
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Saturday or Sunday. I.ACDHS then declared the entire lot of drums to be 
hazardous waste, and in~tructed GGI representatives to dispose of all of 
it, immediately. l.ACDHS Also instituted a 24 hour a day watch at the 
facility. Marti said that by the morning of September 10, 1988, the 
last of the subject drums had been transported as hazardous waste to 
Appropriate Technology (a permitted storage and treatment facility) in 
Chula Vista, CA, where it will be neutralized and disposed of. l.ACDHS 
then terminated its watch at the facility. 

(While we were in the conference room, there had been some discussion between 
Marti and another employee about a load of drums that just at that moment was 
leaving for Appropriate Technology. Jones had asked Marti if that load 
involved the subject wastes from the north shed, and Marti stated that the 
load just leaving was the last sixteen drums of it.) 

We six all went out to view the site in the north shed where the drums of 
reactive waste had been stored. There was still a residue of sticky looking 
material, together with a white powder, on the asphalt surface where Marti 
said the drums had been stacked. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 1.) Reference 
to the plot plan included with the original Part A, and Photo No. 1, 
indicates that the wastes that reacted on August 10, 1988, and September 2, 
1988, had been stored within 50 feet of the property line, a violation of 
Title 22, California Code of Regulations (22 Cal. Code Regs.), section 67246. 

Marti said GGI employees had spread soda ash over the waste on the shed 
floor, to try to neutralize it. There were also streaks of white powder in 
the yard, where Marti said they had set up a temporary treatment system in 
portable tanks (which operation appears to have been an unpermitted hazardous 
waste treatment unit), and in another bay of the war.ehouse shed. (See 
Attachment M, Photos Nos. 2 & 3.) I asked Marti what the material was. He 
said it was soda ash, which they had spread to neutralize any possible spills 
of the waste being treated. I told him that whether it was soda ash or the 
chlorinator, the material was hazardous waste under California regulations, 
as it was- spilled, and both materials were listed California hazardous 
wastes. I told Marti that the material must be cleaned up immediately. He 
then pointed out to me a workman, who was wearing a respirator and sweeping 
in the yard. Marti said that the workman had been assigned to clean up the 
residues remaining for disposal. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 4.) 

The facility was surrounded by a six-foot cyclone wire fence with gated 
access openings for v~hicular traffic. A gate was open on the side next to 
Malt Avenue leading into the yard where corrugated boxes are stored at the 
north end. 

There was discharge of cooling water wastes to the paved yard surface from a 
cooling tower at the north end of the main warehouse and process building, 
which building occupies the central portion of the property. I asked Marti 
what kind of additives were in the cooling tower. He said he didn't know, 
but that he would find out from his process engineer. (We did not happen to 
see the process engineer during this inspection.) I told Marti that they 
needed to characterize the waste to be able to say if it wasn't hazardous. 
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I looked at a portable tank adjacent to the north cooling tower. Yhen I 
asked Marti what it was, he said it was an oil water separator unit. I asked 
Marti what the various connections to the unit were for, and which way the 
portable pump next to it would pump if it were operating. (The pump was 
connected to the tank, but not operating at that moment.) He said he didn't 
know, but he would find out from his process engineer. There were streaks of 
residue on the outside of the separator tank and on the paved yard adjacent 
to it, as if it had overflowed. There was a curb on the northwest and 
southwest sides of the tank, which stood next to a sump. Marti said the 
sump, which appeared to drain a large portion of the yard, was connected to 
the sewer. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 5, 6, & 7.) The separator was 
connected to the main building, and I asked Marti where the pipes came from. 
He said he didn't know. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 8.) I told Marti that 
it appeared as if the tank might be continuously fed, and if that were the 
case, the tank must be equipped with a high level alarm and cutoff or 
diversion to another tank. 

The waste treatment processes described in the Part A appear to have been 
changed, in that the location of the hazardous waste treatment tank, shown in 
Area "l" on the plot drawings and photos, had been moved by about 50 feet; 
the Part A states the tank is used to treat D002 (corrosive) wastes, but when 
Jones and I asked about its use, Marti said it was used to separate oil and 
water. Other units not noted in the Part A include the wastewater treatment 
plant, and the use of a tank in the south tank farm for storage of off 
specification bleach. 

Jones called to our attention an open drum partly filled with oil, and marked 
"Waste Only". (The word "Hazardous" preceding "Waste Only" had been spray 
painted over.) He asked Marti what the oil was from. Marti said he didn't 
know where it came from. Jones said the drum shouldn't be left uncovered, as 
it contained California regulated hazardous waste, and it should be 
appropriately marked and labeled as hazardous waste. (See Attachment M, 
Photos Nos. 9 & 10.) 

Jones and I also observed two open five gallon containers partly filled with 
a white solid standing beside a large tank near the above mentioned open oil 
drum. When asked, Marti said he didn't know what the material in them was. 
(See Attachment M, Photo No. 11.) 

Chase and I saw a stack of 30 or more unlabeled and undated drums along ~he 
southwest wall of the ''1orth shed. We asked Marti what they contained. He 
said they were full of used hydraulic oil. I told him that since oil is a 
California regulated waste, they must be labeled as hazardous waste while 
stored prior to transport. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 12.) 

As we all proceeded along the north side of the main building to the rail 
siding, I noticed there was an oily residue around/under a plastic pipe which 
ran along the outside of the building next to the ground. I called that to 
Marti's attention, and told him that even that much of a discharge of 
hazardous waste must be stopped. (No photo) 

We all saw a series of heat exchanger units set up between the siding and the 
main line past the plant. Only one of the units was operating. (See 
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Attachment M, Photo No. 13.) Marti said that this unit was used to cool the 
blow molding equipment inside the building. He said that GGI had begun to 
modify the piping from the blow molding operation to allow the waste heat to 
be used to heat the neutralization process. This would promote dissolution 
of solids and shorten reaction times. DHS has yet to receive the required 
prior notice that GGI intends to modify their waste treatment process. 

We proceeded south along the rail siding to a tank farm located next to the 
fence. There, Chase and I saw spray paint marks on one of the tanks that 
may have been left by an intruder. This suggests that security measures at 
the facility may be inadequate. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 14.) Marti 
said that only two of the tanks currently contained liquid; one contained 
glycol from Texaco that has been stored there since before the transfer of 
ownership from GPC (July 31, 1986). Marti said GGI was trying to return it 
to Texaco, since GGI doesn't use glycol. This may be storage of retrograde 
or unusable material for longer than one year without written approval from 
DHS. 

'Another tank holds spent bleach prior to neutralization. When we asked which 
tanks were in use, Marti said he didn't know. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 
15 & 16.) 

Attachment M, Photo No. 15 also shows a dried flow of fine-particle solids 
that apparently was discharged somehow from the yard area adjacent. Marti 
said he didn't know what the source of the discharge was. There had been 
some construction involving placement of concrete recently at this facility, 
but the residue didn't look as if it contained concrete. Also, adjacent to 
this discharge, inside the yard, there is a low area and _a collection sump. 
During this inspection, there was a plastic drum in the sump, weighted down 
with a steel beam. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 17.) There was water 
covering a portion of the yard, in addition to filling the sump. An air 
driven pump was connected to the drum, and Marti said it was pumping the 
water to ~h~ wastewater treatment system. (See below.) 

Returning north along the back side of the main building, Chase, Jones, and I 
saw that a portion of the building had been cut away with a power saw, 
apparently to admit the installation of one or more of the tanks inside. The 
opening had been closed with a six foot concrete block wall, but mineral 
residues along some unpatched saw cuts remaining from the opening process, 
and brown streaks extending from them across the asphalt paving, indicated 
that there had been ~eleases of fluids which were not retained by the 
containment. Marti said he did not know what those wastes might have been. 
(See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 18, 19, & 20.) 

Some distance farther along the back of the building, we saw a former 
doorway had been closed with a wooden structure. (See Attachment M, Photos 
Nos. 21 & 22, outside, and 23 & 24, inside the building) There appeared to 
have been a similar pattern of discharge here, as evidenced by the corroded 
condition of the doorpost protectors, and streaking across the adjacent 
asphalt. I noticed a pipe just to the left of the doorway that looked as if 
it may have discharged wastes. I asked Marti where the pipe came from. (See 
Attachment M, Photo No. 22.) He said he didn't know, and couldn't account 
for the rusty looking streak extending from it across the asphalt. 



Grow Group, Inc., Follow-up, CAD 085393080 Page 10 

All six persons on this tour entered the main building by climbing a short ladder equipped with handrails that led to an open door into an unattended shop/storage area. This provided unchallenged public access to the active portion of the facility. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 22.) 

We proceeded through the main building, which houses six or more large cylindrical chemical storage tanks. Two · or three acid storage tanks are within a lined containment structure of concrete blocks about six feet high. Three or four other tanks, about fifteen feet high, stood within a containment area that was surrounded by curbing about eight inches high. Marti said these tanks all contained raw materials, but there were leaks from pumps and/or piping within this area, and the concrete of the containment structures was eroded, and hazardous constituents may have been migrating into the ground. The tanks did not contain markings indicating the type of hazardous materials they contain, and there were large rusty patches on the sides of the tanks. Marti said the tanks had recently been relined inside with fiberglass. (Photos I took of this area did not come out.) 

We continued past the bottle filling line, which was operating, filling plastic bottles with liquid bleach. Water or other clear liquid was allowed to drip or flow from several places on the equipment onto the floor, which drains to a clarifier and pH controller. When I asked about it, Marti said that water was used to lubricate or clean some components that otherwise might be contacted with the bleach solution and corrode. No photos of this area printed out. 

Just east of the southernmost corner of the main building, there are three tanks within a low containment curbing, and one with no containment, which Marti said are used to store and/or neutralize wastewater that consists of washwater and spent bleach or chlorinator solutions that are not suitable for recycling through the chlorination process. The wastewater is first mixed with thiosulfate or sulfite to eliminate reduce the ayailable chlorine, then pH adjusted before being discharged to the sewer. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 25, 26; and 27.) 

Around the corner of the main building from the wastewater treatment plant, Jones and I saw that there were two tall cylindrical tanks, unlabeled, surrounded with a containment structure. Marti said these tanks contained liquid caustic, a raw material used in making bleach solution. The floor of the containment was wet and eroded. About an inch of liquid stood in a channel around the perimeter of the inside of the structure. There was a fiberglass reinforced plastic liner over the concrete, but it appeared the liquid had eaten through it in places, and there were signs of seepage from the containment. This may constitute disposal of sodium hydroxide solution. 

Toward the front of the yard, next to a storage shed south of the main building, Chase, Jones, and I saw a blue painted steel roll off container which contained empty used bleach bottles. The odor of bleach was readily apparent near this roll off container, which did not contain the required label indicating it had been registered and inspected. It was labeled as belonging to All Service Disposal (213) 721 7089. (See Attachment M, Photos 28, 29, 30, and 31.) I told Marti and Green that the bleach bottles, unless rinsed clean, contained hazardous waste, and they must be placed into a 
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registered and labeled container before they could be transported to a permitted treatment/disposal facility. 

Adjacent to the south tank farm, in an unmarked, unbermed area of the yard, we all saw several stacks of drums and smaller containers. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 32.). Jones asked Marti what was in these containers. Marti replied that they were all empty. Closer perusal of the individual containers disclosed the following: 

About thirty plastic drums, whose tops had been cut off, were filled with white friable solids. Labels attached to the drums "Top Chlor", and contained the D.O. T. "Corrosive" label. Attachment M, Photos Nos. 33, 34, and 35.) 

partly 
stated 

(See 

At least six unlabeled open drums had been covered with plastic and taped. The plastic coverings had deteriorated and had holes in them, exposing the contents of the drums to the environment. The wastes within appeared to have the physical consistency of grease. Neither Marti nor Green could identify the contents of the above two lots of drums or tell us how long they had been stored. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 36, 37, and 38.) 

Several other lots of drums were not labeled, and/or had streaks or residues of wastes on the outside. Some of these drums were empty, others were not. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 39, 40, 41, and 42.) None had accumulation dates, and some appeared to have leaked their contents onto their pallets and/or the ground. Some of ·the full drums displayed GPC labels. Marti said that GGI had not received any supplies from GPC since about the time of the ownership change in 1986. Labels on some of the full drums indicated the contents of one or more drums to be either formaldehyde 37%, or sulfuric acid (either 93% or 33%, depending on which label was the correct one on the same drum), or ammonium thiosulfate solution 60%. The last was two drums from Van Waters-and Rogers, serial nos. 036076 and 036214. 

We all returned to the conference room for a short wrap up discussion. 

VI. POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS: 

Count 1: Title 22, California Code of Regulations, section 67103. Security. 

The owner/operator did not prevent the 
minimize the unauthorized entry, of persons 
active portion of the facility, in that: 

unknowing entry, and 
or livestock onto the 

Vehicular access gates along Malt Avenue and/or between the 
public parking lot and the active portion of the facility were 
not kept closed or attended during this inspection. 

At one point during the walkthrough tour of the facility, 
Chase, Jones, Marxen, and I, together with Marti and Green, 
entered the facility from the rail siding area through an open 
door served by a ladder. This doorway was not guarded or 
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fitted with an automatic closure or alarm device. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 22, Attachment F.) 

The rail car access doors to a rail car parking shed, which shed communicates with the rest of the facility, were poorly fitting, and although they were locked, they permitted access to the facility. 

Count 2: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67257 (c) and (d). General Operating Requirements for Interim Status Facilities. 

Uncovered tanks must be operated to ensure at least 60 centimeters (2 feet) of freeboard ... 

The oil water separator tank at the north corner of the main building was open, and could be continuously fed, but there was no high level alarm or control device to ensure that the level in the tank stayed at least two feet below the top of the tank. The streaks of residues on the outside of the tank indicated that the tank may have overflowed in the· past. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 5 - 8.) 

The tank at the eastern corner of the main building, although nearly empty at the time of this inspection, appeared as if it had overflowed in the past. Marti acknowledged that it had been used as a hazardous waste storage tank associated with the wastewater treatment system. When I inspected this facility on June 16, 1988, the freeboard was about a foot and a half. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 25, 26, & 27, and Attachment N, Photos Nos. 3, 4, & 5.) 
Count 3: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67243 (a). Management of Containers. 

Containers holding hazardous wastes were not kept closed . during ·scorage, except when it was necessary to add or remove waste, in that: 

An open drum labeled "Waste Only" (The word "Hazardous" had also been painted on the drum, but had been spray painted over), partly full of oil, a California regulated hazardous waste, stood next to a rack of supply oils. There were no employees within sight of it, and no cover for the drum anywhere around it. (See Attachment M, Photos 9 and 10.) 

Two pails containing unidentified white solids stood uncovered in the same area as the uncovered oil drum. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 11.) Marti said he didn't know what was in these pails. The white solids usually handled at this facility are either chlorinator or soda ash, both hazardous wastes. 

Approximately 30 open plastic drums of white solids, labeled Top Chlor, were stacked in the yard next to the south warehouse. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 32, 33, 34, and 35.) 
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Six or more unlabeled drums covered with plastic that had 
holes in it, contained undefined solids that appeared to have 
the consistency of grease, but may have been from processes 
using chlorinator chemicals. Marti said he didn't know what 
they were. 

Count 4: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67246. Special Requirements for 
Ignitable or Reactive Waste, 

It is required that ignitable or reactive waste be stored at least 
50 feet from the property line. 

The reactive wastes that Marti acknowledged had been stored in the 
north shed, had been stored within 50 feet of the property line, 
and had presented an exposure hazard to the property directly 
behind the shed. (See Attachment M, Photo No. 1.) The chemicals 
identified as having been stored and been the source of reactions, 
either in 1986 or 1988, included trichloroisocyanuric acid, sodium 
dichloroiso cyanurate, and calcium hypochlorite, all of which are 
listed in the Merck Index, Condensed Chemical Dictionary, and 
Dangerous Properties of Industrial Materials, as reactive 
materials. 

Chase, Jones, and I saw 30 or more drums of used hydraulic oil, an 
ignitable waste, stored along the southwest wall of the north shed, 
less than 50 feet from the prope~ty line. (See Attachment M, Photo 
No. 12.) 

Count 5: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67247 (c). Special 'Requirements for 
Incompatible Wastes. 

The drums stacked just north of the south warehouse were labeled as 
containing sulfuric acid (33% or 93%), Top Chlor, sodium 

- thiosulfate 60%, formaldehyde 37%, and other · unlabeled 
materials/wastes.· These incompatible wastes were not separated or 
protected from one another by any dike, berm, wall, or other 
device. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 32 - 42.) 

Count 6: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 66471. Hazardous Waste Determination 
Requirement for the Generator. 

GGI failed to determine if each waste stored in the yard just north 
of the south warehouse is listed as a hazardous waste in Article 9 
or 11 of 22 Cal. Code of Regs. When Jones, Chase and/or I asked 
Marti what was in each lot of drums, e.g., the 30 open drums of 
white solid, or the open drums of greasy looking waste covered with 
plastic, he said each time, he didn't know, and indicated the 
company would have to sample and analyze each group to find out. 

When I asked Marti what additives GGI uses in the cooling towers, 
he said he didn't know. He also didn't know what. wastes the oil 
water separator tank treated, or what kind of oil was in the open 
drum next to these units. 
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Count 7: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67120 (a). Design and Operation of 
Facility. 

This facility was not maintained and operated to minimize the 
possibility of a fire, explosion, or release of hazardous waste or 
hazardous waste constituents that could threaten human health or 
the environment, in that: 

The former drum storage area in the north shed had not been 
cleaned of residues of hazardous waste. 

The containment areas around the product storage tanks in the 
main building were not impervious, as Jones, Chase, and I saw 
indications that wastes had escaped from them in the past 
along the back side of the building, where stains and mineral 
deposits traced the course of past discharges. (See 
Attachment M, Photos Nos. 17 - 22.) There were discharges of 
liquid into the containments inside th building, and the 
concrete was etched to a depth of up to two inches. 

The containment around the sodium hydroxide tanks next to the 
main building contained pooled liquid, and the outside of the 
containment wall showed residues from seepage of wastes into 
the yard. 

The drainage sump next to the railroad in the yard south of 
the main building was allowed overflow into the surrounding 
yard, where cracks in the pavement allowed percolation of 
wastes into the ground. (See Attachment M,· Photo No. 17.) 

The following Violation may be prosecuted civilly or criminally under Health 
and Safety Code Section 25191. 

Count 8 :- 22 Cal. Code Regs., sections 66504 (a) and (b), and 66508. (c). 
Packaging, Labeling, Placarding, and Marking Requirements for the 
Generator. 

GGI submitted hazardous waste for transport in a container that did 
not contain a registration/inspection certification label. 

Chase, Jones·, and I saw a roll off bin in the yard. This bin was 
full of drained liquid bleach bottles. The odor of bleach was 
readily apparent around the bin. There was no hazardous waste 
transportation registration inspection sticker on the bin. It was 
apparent that the subject bin contained waste liquid chlorine 
bleach, a hazardous waste, and that GGI was submitting the waste 
for transport in violation of the above cited statute and 
regulations. (See Attachment M, Photos Nos. 28, 29, 30, and 31.) 

VII DISCUSSION WITH MANAGEMENT: 

We all returned to the conference for a short wrap up discussion. Jones and 
I told Marti and Green that they must immediately characterize and label all 
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the containerized hazardous wastes stored in the yard by the south tank farm, 
and as soon as possible, legally dispose of or recycle all of it. I told 
Marti and Green that the waste oil water separator tank needed to have a high 
level alarm/control device on it, and the secondary containment curbing 
around the wastewater treatment plant was too small to retain the contents of 
the tanks. the cooling towers, and the tank farms. Chase asked several 
questions about when the facility managers decided that the materials they 
were storing were hazardous wastes. Marti and Green stated that some of the 
material in the drums had been waste all along (floor sweepings, and the 
wastes generated from washout of the tableting mach;ne, etc.), but that they 
thought they could salvage the good material out by sorting and/or sieving, 
and either recycle the rest through the chlorination process, or "neutralize" 
it and dispose of it to the sewer. 

Marti and Green said that they would act on our directions to clean up the 
hazardous waste storage areas and to characterize and dispose of the 
containerized wastes. 

VIII. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: 

A. November 19, 1980 Part A, submitted to USEPA by GPC. 

B. May 21, 1984 Inspection Report and Notice of Violation. 

C. GPC's June 5, 1984 reply to NOV. 

D. GPC's July 29, 1985 letter requesting generator only status. 

E. February 22, 1986 Notice of Violation, from LACDHS 

F. GPC's February 22, 1986 letter to LACDHS proposing to treat wastes. 

G. February 24 and 26 file memos indicating telephone notification of 
- the February 20 and 22, 1986 incidents. 

H. GPC' s July 31, 1986 letter notifying USEPA of the transfer of 
ownership. 

I. September 9, 1986 GGI letter and Notification of Hazardous Waste 
Activity to USEPA Region IX. 

J. Report of June 16, 1988 inspection. 

K. July 28, 1988 Report of Violation and Schedule for Compliance. 

L. August 8, 1988 response letter from Grow Group, Inc. 

M. Photos of facility, September 12, 1988. 

N. Photos, June 16, 1988. (not returned from finisher before report 
was completed June 30, 1988) 

0. Plot plan showing approximately where photos were taken. 
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P. GGI's September 23, 1988 letter and attachments. 

Q. GGI's September 17, 1988 request for a variance to treat 
chlorinator wastes without a permit. 

R. DHS' Inspection Report and Notice of Violation, February 25, 1986. 

Roy Thielking ? 
Associate Waste Management Engineer 

~ 
David M. Chase 
Program Supervisor 
Surveillance and Enforcement Unit 

Date Submitted 

Approval Date 



I, Purpose: 

FOLLOWUP INSPECTION 
for 

Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 Malt Avenue 

Commerce, CA 90040 

Report prepared by Roy H. Thielking 

To conduct a followup inspection of this facility. 

II. Representatives Present: 

A. State inspectors: 

Roy H. Thielking, AWME, DHS 

Richard Jones, HMS, OHS 

B. Facility Representatives: 

Jay Lang, Division Vice President 

Edward Woodson, Corporate Counsel (by telephone from Los 
Angeles, the latter part of the walkthrough, and the exit 
interview) 

Kim Marti, Plant Manager 

Donald Green, Director of Research and Development 

Jim Mahar, Chemical Engineer 

Anand Shah, Director of Environmental Affairs 

David B. Russell, General Counsel (by telephone from New York) 

III. Inspection: 

Richard Jones and I arrived at the facility at about 1330 hours. We 
observed that the gate to the north section of the yard around Building 
#5 from Malt Avenue was open and unattended. The gate from the 
employees parking lot, to which the public has access, into the loading 
dock area north of Building #4 was also open and unattended. The gate 
into the main yard around Building #4 was open, and a catering truck was 
parked in the yard. After we noted these conditions, we proceeded to 
the office and asked to see Marti. 

Marti took us to his office, where we were joined by Shah, and a bit 
later, by Mahar and Green. Jones and I asked about the status of the 
HWMUs that were identified either on the original Part A application, or 
on the drawings submitted in 1988. We were told the following: 
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o There had been no treatment of solid chlorinator chemicals on site 
since about 9/15/88. 

o Two oil water separators are still operational - one north of Bldg. 
#4 processes hydraulic oil and water from the blow molding 
machines, and one south of Bldg. #2 receives oil and water from the 
truck shop. Marti said he was not aware of any variance in effect 
for the separator units. 

o Runoff waste from the bleach bottling line goes to a clarifier, 
then to a storage tank. Available chlorine is checked; if it is 
high enough, the liquid is pumped back to the bleach manufacturing 
process. If it is weak, the waste is checked for compliance with 
discharge requirements, pH adjusted and diluted if necessary, and 
discharged to the sewer. No variance has been issued for this 
treatment unit. 

About lf30, Jay Lang telephoned Marti and requested we all go to the 
plant office for a telephone conference with Russell, who was in New 
York, and Woodson, who was in Los Angeles, The attorneys stated theyhad 
heard that the Attorney General intended to pursue civil action against 
the company and they were concerned that information obtained during the 
inspection might be used against the company or its employees. Jones 
said the primary purpose of the inspection was to determine compliance 
with respect to violations noted in our past ROVs. Woodson stated he 
would come to the plant so that he could be present during any 
discussions. We agreed to take the walkthrough first. 

About 1550, we began the walkthrough. As we walked toward Building #5, 
Jones and I mentioned the fact that we had observed the gates open when 
we arrived. The main gate, card controlled, was shut at this time, but 
the street gate into the north yard was still open, as was the gate from 
the employee parking lot into the loading dock area. Green stated that 
Simpson had told GGI at the 1/13/89 meeting in DHS' offices, that DHS 
would not require GGI to fulfil all facility interim status requirements 
if GGI submitted a notice of their intent to close the facility. Since 
this is a facility requirement, he thought it does not apply. 

I observed a depression in the asphalt paving of the yard near a diesel 
fuel station just north of Building #4. The asphalt was cracked and 
broken in the depression, and oildry had been placed there as if to soak 
up spillage. I asked what was there, and was told that there had been 
an underground gasoline storage tank, which had been removed under the 
direction of the County Department of Public Works. 

At the northeast corner of Building #4 we observed an oily stain/slick 
surrounding some machinery. We were told that was the power units for 
the hydraulically operated tableting presses. Jones and I told the 
facility reps. that the leakage constituted discharge of California HW 
and they must take action to contain/clean up the oil. 

The floor of the north bay of Building #5 had been cleaned. Marti said 
that Disposal Control Services had scattered soda ash and after leaving 

- 2 -
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it in contact with the waste a while, they swept it up and spread fresh 
soda ash, until the visible residue was gone. 

The drums of hydraulic oil which had been stor 
of Building #5 have been removed. 

The oil water separator tank next to the r 
within an area of concrete paved yard ' __,/ !/, . , / 
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bottom of the tank and slanted upwe . - · . 
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said GGI plans to change ~ V , r · j 
through the treatment plant. _/1):_)JtJni 
separators would need to be cc /L/l 
facility to qualify for generator~ 
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less staining and mineral residues on the .. 
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The tank farm north of Building #2 - the ethylene that had been 
stored there has been sold as product. Also the phos. ~ic acid. Marti 
and Mahar said there may be other materials still stored there, but they 
did not knoww off hand what they were, or which tank(s) they were in. 

Facility reps. said the empty drums n 
and some were shipped off site as J 
analyses and manifests. 

~f Building #2 were analyzed, 
t"equested copies of the 

The oil water separator at the sou 
tanks without secondary containmf 
taken by The Sump Doctor. He in, 
last year. He said sometimes G' 
is paid for the oil, dependinr 
gets a receipt, and DHS reques 
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of ownership in 1986. 

We asked about the hydraulic oil th~ 
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Exit conference: 

I reminded Mahar and Green that the clarifiers described in the original 
Part A must be included in any closure plan submitted to DHS. 

We requested information on the periods of operation of the trichlor 
treatment tank. 

We told GGI reps. that the company must submit a written estimate of 
closure costs and financial assurance for such costs with their closure 
plan. 

We requested a written record of how wastes are characterized. 

We requested a copy of the training records of employees engaged in HW 
management. 

We told the facility reps. that we would confirm all requests in 
writing, and advise them of the compliance status of the violations that 
had been cited in our ROVs. 

- 4 -



(_/-~TATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFAn ,-~ 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL DIVISION (REGION 3) 
1405 N. SAN FERNANDO BOULEVARD, SUITE 300 
BURBANK, CA 91504 

(818) 567-3000 

Mr. David B. Russell 
Grow Group, Inc. 
Pan Am Building 
200 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10166 

Dear Mr. Russell: 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Oowmor 

MAR 2 7 1989 

The Department has reviewed your February 2, 1989 letter and has the 
following comments: 

Your statement of "notification to begin closure" of your City of Commerce 
facility is not sufficient to relieve Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) from interim 
status facility requirements. Please be advised that the facility remains a 
RCRA regulated interim status treatment and storage facility. It is 
therefore subject to continuing daily violations for noncompliance with 
interim status facility requirements until the activities and/or documents 
listed below are reviewed and approved by the Department. However, the 
Department may determine that your February 2, 1989 letter gives sufficient 
notification to stop the counting of certain continuing daily violations. 

GGI is directed to submit to the Department for review, by April 30, 1989, a 
time schedule for completing and/or submitting at least the following: 

o A closure plan describing how GGI will fully comply with all applicable 
requirements of Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Article 23, and addressing 
all storage and/or treatment or disposal activities and units that have 
taken place at the facility during its active life. The Dep-artment' s 
November 15, 1988 Report of Violations, Counts 1 and 4, identifies 
several units of which the Department is aware were operated, and 
closure of which must be addressed. If GGI is aware of any other 
historical hazardous waste management units at this facility, they must 
also be addressed in the closure plan, or documentation furnished to 
assure that they have been closed in accordance with applicable 
regulations. 

o Pursuant to Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Article 17 (Section 67001 et 
seq.), a written estimate of the expected cost of closing the facility, 
and the necessary original documents to provide adequate assurance of 
financial responsibility to complete the proposed closure activities. 
Such estimate and financial responsibility assurance shall be submitted 
to Rubia Bertram, Chief, Financial Responsibility Unit, Department of 
Health Services, Toxic Substances Control Division, P .0. Box 942732, 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320. 



Mr. David B. Russell 
Page 2 

MAR 2 7 1989 

o A written inspection schedule and plan that ensures compliance with 
Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Article 24, for storage of hazardous wastes 
in Building #3 and the drum storage of used oil near the truck shop, and 
Article 25, except for Section 67258, for operation of the oil water 
separator units and the wastewater treatment unit. Such inspection plan 
must also ensure that all hazardous waste containers and tanks are 
labeled or marked in accordance with Section 66508(a)(2)&(3) and (c) of 
Article 6. 

o · Installation of an internal communication system and/or outside 
telephone available at the scene of operations which is capable of 
summoning emergency assistance or providing instructions to facility 
personnel, as required by Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Section 67121 (a) 
and (b). 

o A contingency plan and emergency procedures in accordance with Title 22, 
Cal. Code Regs., Article 20. · 

o A training plan that complies with the requirements of Title 22, Cal. 
Code Regs. Section 67105. 

Please address the subject documents, except for the financial responsibility 
requirements, to John Hinton, Chief, Facilities Permitting Unit, with a copy 
to the undersigned, at the above address. 

During the March 3, 1989 inspection of the facility by the Department, GGI 
representatives acknowledged that there are two oil water separator units and 
a waste liquid bleach neutralization unit currently in operation. Please be 
advised that these units are subject to California regulations as hazardous 
waste treatment units. The Department may allow GGI to continue to operate 
these units, if it complies with the following: 

(1) The facility complies with all interim status regulations. The 
facility needs to receive a variance or permit from the Department. 

(2) The facility immediately takes action to furnish each operating 
unit with interim status containment/spill prevention controls 
specified by Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Section 67257. 

(3) The facility files a revised Part A permit application form 
identifying current hazardous waste management units. 

Please be advised that it is still an option for GGI to apply for a permit to 
operate a hazardous waste treatment and/or storage facility. Upon Department 
approval of a completed permit application and verification of GGI's 
compliance with permit requirements by a site inspection, and public 
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hearings, the Department may issue a hazardous waste facility permit. This 
would allow GGI to treat the solid trichlor wastes on site subject to 
adequate provisions in an approved operation plan. Issuance of a permit 
would preempt any prior variances. We have attached the necessary forms and 
instructions to enable GGI to apply for either a variance or a permit. 

If you have questions about the preparation of the closure plan or variance, 
please call Mike Eshaghian, Facilities Permitting Unit, at (818) 567-3118. 
Address the completed variance/permit applications to John Hinton. 

You are also required to furnish to Rubia Bertram the documents necessary to 
satisfy the applicable public liability financial responsibility 
requirements, related to sudden and nonsudden releases of hazardous wastes or 
hazardous waste constituents to the environment, contained in Title 22, Cal. 
Code Regs., Article 17, for a hazardous waste treatment and storage facility. 

If you have questions about the financial responsibility requirements, please 
call Richard Castle, (916) 324-2431. 

Upon the Department's receipt of GGI's certification of termination of 
treatment or storage in a particular hazardous waste management unit, and 
verification by on site inspection by Department representatives, GGI will be 
relieved from the related inspection requirements, and upon final closure of 
the unit, with Department verification, GGI will be relieved from the 
security and posting requirements related to said unit(s). 

Upon the Department's approval of the closure plan and time schedule for 
implementation, and finding that submitted documents satisfy the financial 
responsibility requirements for closure, the Department may waive in writing 
certain interim status requirements. Until GGI obtains written waivers, 
however, it must comply with all interim status requirements. 

Any acknowledgement of current compliance or termination of responsibilities 
due to actions by GGI does not preclude the Department from pursuing legal 
and administrative actions with respect to past violations at this facility. 

You are directed to include with all reports the certification exactly as 
worded in Title 22, Cal. Code Regs., Section 66373 (d), signed by a 
responsible corporate officer pursuant to Section 66373 (a) and (b). 
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If you have any questions, please call Roy H. Thielking at (818) 567-3041. 

Enclosures 

SS:RT:rt 

cc: Rich Sherwood 
Toxics Legal Office 

Sincerely, 

Scott Simpson, Program Supervisor 
Surveillance and Enforcement Unit 

Toxic Substances Control Division 
714/744 P Street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Antoinette Cordero 
Gail Ruderman Feuer 
Office of the Attorney General 
3580 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 

John Hinton, Chief 
Facilities Permitting Unit 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
1405 N. San Fernando Blvd. #300 
Burbank, CA 91504 

Rubia Bertram, Chief 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
400 P Street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Bill Carter 
Deputy District Attorney 
Los Angeles County 
Environmental Crimes/OSHA Enforcement 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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cc: Edwin V. Woodsome 
Munger, Tolles & Olsen 
385 South Grand Avenue 
Thirty Fifth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1560 

William Jones 
Hazardous Waste Control Program 
Los Angeles County 

- Department of Health Services 
2615 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

Certified Mail 
P-565 319 428 
Return Receipt Requested 



APPLICATIOO FOR ~ ~ FACILI'I"i PERMIT VARIANCE 

califomia State repart:ment of Health ser.ric::es 
Toxic SUbstances Control Division 

o:atplete this ai::plication an:i subni.t it alorq with the information identified in the attached SupportinJ Dx:umentation for Variance Application to the: 

caJ.ifomia Ceparbnent of Heal th Seivices 
Toxic SUbstances c.ontrol Division 
107 South Broadway, Roan 7011 
Los An;eles, CA 90012 

I. 'llle facility is owned /operated .by Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) 

200 Park Avenue. 49th Floor, New York, NY 10166 
and is located at ·----------------------
2501 Malt Ayenue. Cjty of Conmerce, CA 90040 

'llle facility is operatin; under Interim Status Doonnent 

#_....,N.uA...__ ___ ___.(EPA ID#CAD085393080 

II. Identify belOW' all hazardous waste management operations at the 
facility. (Oleck all applical:>le items). 

A. Container storage 

( X ) 
- . ( ) 

( ) 

onsite storage less than 90 Days. 
0nsite storage n0re than 90 days. {Max.im;lm one year) 
onsite storage of sitall quantities n0re than 90-days. 

(Maxilmlm one year). 

B. Tank Storage 

( X ) Above groun:i tank ( ) tJniet'ground tank 
( ) Tank located within a vault 
( x ) Onsi te storage less than 90 days (total tank contents must 

be emptied) 
( ) onsite storage more than 90 days (Maximum one year) 

c. Treatment system 

( x ) System located above grourd 
( ) System located undergrcrun:i 
( x) Elementary neutralization unit 
( ) Totally enclosed treatmnt facility 



(X ) Wastewater pretreatment unit 
( ) ibysical, c.hemic:al or biolcgic:al treatment prior to disposal. ( ) other (Specify) _________ • 

III. Identify the operation for which you are requestirq a variance an::l reasons for request. 

Variances are being requested for: 1) elementary neutralization of 
acids and bases; 2) oil and water separation; and 3) storage of hazardous 
waste in tanks on site in quantities greater than 5,000 gallons. 
GGI requests these variances for operation as a hazardous waste generator only. 

A principal executive officer for a corlX)ration, general partner or proprietor for a partnership and a principal executive officer for a public agency must certify the follc:Mirq: 

"I certify un:!er penalty of law that this doc::IJment and all attachments were prepared un:ier Irr/ direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather an:i evaluate the information submitted. Based on nrt inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gatheril"q the information, the information submitted is, to the best of nr-t kncwledge and belief, true, acx:urate, and carpl.ete. I am aware that there are significant penal ties for submittin; false infonnation, includi.n; the possibility of fine and imprisonment for kncwirq violations." 

L. W. WILDE ~ ~ 
(Name an:i SigM ) 

President, Consumer & 
Professional Products Group 
(Title} 

Donald L. Green 

( Contact Pe.rson) 

June 1, 1989 

(Ce.te) 

2501 Malt Avenue 
Conmerce, CA 

(Mailll"lg Address) 

(213) 724-6530 
(Tele:pbone Number) 



... 

GROW GROUP, INC. COMMBRCB PACILITY 

VARIANCE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

General Information 

Type of Pacility: The GGI Consumer and Professional Products 
Division manufactures professional/household 
cleaning and sanitation products (See Diagram 
l for site location). These products include 
bleach and swimming pool maintenance chemicals. 
Hazardous wastes produced at the site include 
liquids and residual dust from product 
packaging. All hazardous wastes are either 
handled on site and disposed into the 
industrial sewage system, or transported off 
site for recycle/disposal at an approved 
facility. 

waste Storage Time: All hazardous wastes are stored on-site for 
less than 90 days from first date of 
accumulation. All hazardous waste containers 
and waste oil/water storage tanks are labeled 
as required by 22 CCR Section 66508. Oil/water 
wastes stored in on site tanks, in addition to 
all containerized hazardous wastes, are 
manifested, transported and disposed at an 
approved facility. The oil/water waste tanks 
are relabelled following unloading of the 
accumulated materials. Hazardous waste area 
inspection forms have been developed to assure 
disposal of all accumulated wastes prior to 90 
days. 

Operational A site emergency and contingency plan Procedures: has been developed to regulate and control 
exposure and release of hazardous wastes to 
employees, the community, and environment. 

Site zoning: 

This plan is currently being revised per 
directions of D.O.H.S. 

The facility and bordering facilities consist 
of industrial manufacturing businesses. The 
industrial manufacturing zoning code is M-2. 
The entire facility is covered by paved 
concrete or asphalt building foundations, 
parking and driving areas. The facility is 
accessible for normal traffic to the east only 
(Malt Avenue). 
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VARIANCE #1 

Elementary Neutralization of Sodium Hypochlorite 

Facility Design: Waste Treatment Tank #23 
Waste Storage Tank #24 

a) Age: 

Type: 

Sizes: 

#23 = 8 years old 

#24 = 8 years old 

#23 is cylindrical 
top (man hole) 

#24 is cylindrical 

#23 = 6,000 gallons 

#24 = 2,000 gallons 

b) Construction Materials: 

upright 

upright 

Tanks: #23 = Polypropylene 

#24 = Polypropylene 

Pipes & fittings: PVC 

Containment slabs: Concrete 

Containment dikes: Concrete 

- partially 

- open top 

opened 

c) Secondary Containment Design: (See Diagram 2) 

Surrounding tank #23 & 24 is a contiguous curbing six 
inches in height to three sides with a concrete block 
wall to the other side. This structure is designed to 
collect residual or small quantity leaks/spills from the 
tanks and associated piping. The collection capacity is 
approximately 1650 gallons of liquid. Surface liquids 
are directed to a small sump in the south corner. Any 
collected liquids are pumped from the sump into the 
treatment tanks. 

surrounding the above structure and tank #23 & #24 is a 
secondary containment slab capable of collecting 16,000 
gallons of liquid. A depression along the center of the 
slab directs the flow of liquids. The containment 
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capacity was determined by metering water to the 
structure. Any collected liquids are sump pumped to the 
wastewater treatment tanks. 

d) waste unit Location: (See Diagram 2) 

The waste water tanks are located 110 feet from the 
nearest property line. 

waste Characterization: 

a) waste: Sodium hypochlorite solution (NaOCl) - less than 
1% 

b) Properties: Article 9, 22 CCR lists NaOCl as a toxic, 
ignitable and reactive material.These properties are 
associated with anhydrous NaOCl. In solution, this 
material exhibits corrosive characteristics only and is 
extremely stable. 

c) Chemical 

d) 

compatibility: Sodium hypochlorite solution in 

Quantities: 

concentrations less than· 17% are 
compatible with the polypropylene tank. 
Permeation loss into the walls of the tank 
will normally not occur. 

Approximately 152,750 gallons per month 
of weak washwaters are produced from 
bleach production areas. (Source: 
inventory records) 

4) waste source and Process Flow: 

a) NaOCl washwater is produced from: 1) the mechanical pump 
which transfers NaOCl from the indoor storage tanks; 2) 
bleach making machines; and 3) bottle filling lines. 
Any leakage from operation of the NaOCl mechanical pump 
is collected in the floor drain. Any residual NaOCl 
washwater produced during bottle filling or bleach making 
is rinsed and directed to floor drains using pressurized 
water. Liquids from the drain pipes flow to a 3400 
gallon outdoor sump directly in front of and east of 
building 4C. As the sump fills liquids are pumped into 
holding tank #24. 

Note: The current sump is scheduled for removal and 
replacement with a 200 gallon transfer tank and surge 
pump (See Diagram 2 for further details). 
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A sample is collected from tank #24 and tested for 
clarity, pH and hypochlorite content. Upon test 
results, one of three processes will be implemented: 
1) the liquids will be recycled; 2) the liquids will 
be discharged to the sewer; or 3) the liquids will be 
~H adjusted prior to sewer discharge. If the liquid 
is deemed of sufficient quality for recycle (greater 
than 1% NaOCl and relatively free of debris) it is 
pumped to recycle tank #22. If not, then it is pumped 
to tank #23. Once tank #23 is three quarters full, 
the washwater is retested. If only the pH requires 
adjustment, the batch liquids are neutralized in tank 
#23 with muriatic acid (approximately 5% 
concentration) from tank #2. The acid is added to the 
solution, mixed and aerated during treatment. The 
liquid is then retested until deemed suitable for 
discharge to the sewer. If the hypochlorite 
concentration requires adjustment, water is added to 
tank #23. One approximately s,ooo gallon batch is 
normally processed per day and discharged at a rate of 
about 100 gallons per minute maximum (See diagram 2 
for a process flow chart). 

The quality of water discharged to the sewer by GGI is 
regulated by the Los Angeles County Sanitation 
District (LACSD). GGI has obtained a permit (#11453) 
from the LACSD for sewer discharge (attachment A). 
This permit describes the ongoing compliance standards 
which must be met. All requirements specified in this 
permit are being implemented. 
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VARIAHCB f2 

Elementary Neutralization of caustic waste 

:Facility Design: Waste Storage Tank #25 

a) Age: 

Type: 

size: 

8 years 

cylindrical upright on four stilt legs - open 
top, cone bottom 

2000 gallon capacity 

b) construction Materials: 

Tanks #25: Steel, welded joints 

containment slab and dikes: Same as Variance #1 

c) secondary containment Design: (See Diagram 2) Tank #25 
is located adjacent to tanks# 23 and 24 and within the 
same containment area (See Variance #1). 

d) waste unit Location: The wastewater tank is located 
110 feet from the nearest property line. 

waste Characterization: 

a) waste: Sodium hydroxide tank bottoms 

b) 

C) 

Properties: Article 9, 22 CCR lists caustic sludge and 
wastewaters as corrosive material. sample 
test results found the pH of this material 
to be greater than 14. 

waste: Sodium Hydroxide is compatible with steel. 
Permeation of this material into the tank wall[] 7 
may occur, but will not result in a product • 
loss. 

d) Quantity: 350 gallons of the sodium hydroxide waste are 
produced per month (Source: inventory records) • 
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Wasta source and Process Flow: 

Sodium hydroxide waste is produced when tanks #20 and #21 are 
cleaned out. Bottom sludge remaining in tanks #20 and #21 is 
pumped to either tank #25 for storage or directly to tank #23 
for neutralization. The material in tank #25 is tested for 
pH and adjusted using muriatic acid from tank #2. During 
treatment the solution is mixed and aerated. When the pH is 
confirmed to be below 11, after retesting, a manual valve is 
opened to allow discharge to the sewer system. The quality 
of water discharged to the sewer is regulated by the LACSD as 
described in attachment A. 
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VllIANCB f3 

oil/Water separation 

Facility Design: Oil/water separation tank, building 4B 

4 years old a) Age: 

Type: 

size: 

Cylindrical upright, open top. 

1000 gallon liquid capacity 

b) construction Materials: 

Tank: Polypropylene 

containment: Concrete 

Containment dike: Concrete 

c) secondary containment Design: 

The secondary containment structure surrounding the separator consists of a concrete flo~r slab and a contiguous concrete curbing eight inches in height to three sides and an elevated ramp to the fourth. The area is 1560 square feet in size and capable of containing in excess of 5,000-gallons of liquid. A floor sump is located immediately adjacent (west) of the tank. 

d) Waste Unit location: (See Diagram 2) 

The oil/water separator tank is located 4 feet from the nearest fence line. 

Waste Characterization: 

a) Waste: Hydraulic oil and water 

b) Properties: Article 9, 22 CCR lists oil/water as a 
toxic material. The oil phase is drummed 
for disposal and handled as a hazardous 
waste. The water phase has been tested 
for toxic effects and found to be 
characterized as non-toxic. 
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c) Chemical 
compatibility: Hydraulic oils are compatible with 

polypropylene tanks. Oils may be absorbed 
into the walls of the tank but will not 
result in a loss of product. 

d) Quantities: Approximately 100 gallons of waste oil is 
produced monthly. 

waste source & Process Flow: 

Waste hydraulic fluids are produced from leakage of the blow 
mold machines inside building 4C. Oil is collected in troughs 
surrounding each machine. The troughs are connected to 
subsurface drain pipes which direct the oils to a sump # 1 
which is outdoors and adjacent to the oil/water separator. 
The oil is manually pumped from sump #1 to the oil/water 
separator tank. Water collected in a sump #3 located adjacent 
to the water tower is also manually pumped into the oil/water 
tank. 

The oil and water naturally separate due to density 
differences. After separation has occurred, the water phase 
is drained into sump #2 (located adjacent to the oil/water 
tank). From sump #2 the water phase is manually pumped via a 
sewer connection to the wastewater treatment process east of 
building 4B. Within 90 days from initial accumulation, the 
oil is transported offsite for recycling/disposal. 

The quality of water discharged to the sewer system is 
regulated by the LACSD as described in attachment A. 
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VARIANCE f4 

Oil/Water Separation 

Facility Design: Oil/water separation tank, building 2B 

8 years a) Age: 

'l'ype: 

Size: 

Cylindrical upright, open top 
lid, supported on four stilt legs. 

1000 gallon liquid capacity 

hinged 

b) Construction Materials: 

Tank: 

containment: 

steel 

Polyolefin tank (Proposed) 

c) Secondary containment Design: 

No secondary containment structure currently exists. 
The proposed secondary containment structure will consist of a circular polyolefin tank which will lay underneath the steel tank. A sump pump will be placed in the bottom of the tank in the case of a spill or leak. Collected liquids will be pumped into the separator tank or 55-gallon drums in the event of a tank leak. 

d) Waste Unit location: (See Diagram 2) 

The oil/water separator tank is located 35 feet from the nearest property line. 

waste Characterization: 

a) 

b) 

waste: Crank case motor, hydraulic and diesel oil. 

Properties: Article 9, 22 CCR lists oil and water as 
a toxic material. The oil phase is 
considered a California hazardous waste 
and handled as such. The water phase has 
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C) Chemical 

been sampled and analyzed for toxicity 
characteristics. Results of the test 
found the liquid to be non-toxic. 

compatibility: Steel is chemically compatible with oils. 

d) Quantities: 

The tank is externally painted to deter 
corrosion. 

Approximately 100 gallons of waste oil are 
produced monthly. 

waste source Process Flow: 

Waste oils are produced as a result of truck maintenance 
activities. Oils are drained from vehicles into a holding 
pan inside the truck shop, then pumped to the outdoor steel 
separator tank. Transfer of oil is performed by a air pump 
via a permanently installed piping system. 

Oil and any residual waters naturally separate due to density 
differences. After separation has occurred, the water phase 
(if any) is pumped to a 1500 gallon adjacent tank. Once this 
holding tank is full, the water is manually pumped into 55 
gallon drums which are transferred and added to the treatment 
tank east of building 4B. Within a 90 day period from initial 
accumulation date the oil is transported off site for recycling or disposal. 

The quality of water added to the treatment system is 
regulated by the LACSD as described in attachment A. 
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VARIANCB fS 

Elementary Neutralization of Muriatic Acid 

Design: Waste storage tank #2 

4 years a) Age: 

Type: 

size: 

Cylindrical upright, closed top, cone bottom 
with tank basket and stands. 

2000 gallon liquid capacity 

b) construction Materials: 

Tank: Polyolefin 

containment slab: 

containment dike: 

Concrete 

Cinder block walls 

c) Secondary Containment Design: 

The secondary containment consists of a six feet high 
concrete block wall to all sides having a storage 
capacity of approximately 7000 gallons. 

d) waste unit location: (See Diagram 2) The waste acid tank 
is located indoors and approximately 12 feet from the 
back wall of the building. 

waste Characterization: 

a) 

b) 

Waste: Hydrochloric acid - less than 5% in solution. 

Properties: Article 9, 22 CCR lists hydrochloric acid 
as an extremely hazardous waste which is 
a toxic, corrosive and reactive. These 
properties are associated with anhydrous 
or concentrated forms. Hydrochloric acid 
waste produced at the site is an aqueous 
solution having concentrations of less 
than five percent. At this aqueous 
concentration hydrochloric acid has an 
approximate LD 50 of 14,000 mg/kg (oral) 
as calculated from a known LD 50 value 
for a 33% solution. Since a waste must 
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exhibit an LD 50 of 5,000 mg/kg or less 
to be toxic, this solution is not 
considered a toxic waste. Reactive 
properties exhibited by the anhydrous and 
commercially concentrated solutions (ie. 
thirty eight percent solution) are not 
prevalent in a 5% solution. The acid is, 
however, still considered a corrosive 
waste and handled as such. 

c) Chemical 

d) 

compatibility: Hydrochloric acid is compatible with 
polyolefin tanks. Permeation loss of 
material into the walls will normally not 
occur. 

Quantities: Of approximately 2000 gallons of 
hydrochloric acid washwaters produced 
monthly, so to 90% is used for 
neutralization of bleach and 10 to 20% for 
neutralization of caustic. 
(Source: Inventory records). 

waste source & Process Flow: 

a) Hydrochloric acid waste is produced from bottle filling 
operations. Acid wash is collected by a floor sump in 
the acid bottle filling room. The room floor is covered 
by fiberglass for corrosion prevention. The room floor 
is periodically washed with pressurized water and the 
collected liquids pumped into tank #2 for storage. 

When needed, the acid waste is pumped to treatment tank 
#23 for neutralization purposes. The liquid is pumped 
through an overhead piping system as provided in Diagram 
2. Manual and automatic piping vales are provided at 
the pumping system adjacent to tank #23 for process flow 
control. 
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VARIANCB #6 

storage of More than 5000 Gallons 
of Hazardous waste in Tanks at Any one Time 

General: Six above ground tanks are used to store hazardous 
wastes. The tank locations and storage capacities are 
as follows: 

1) Waste motor vehicle oils, building 2A - 1000 gallon 
capacity. 

2) Waste sodium hypochlorite, building 4C - 6000 gallon 
capacity. 

3) Waste sodium hypochlorite, building 4C - 2000 gallon 
capacity. 

4) Waste muriatic acid, building 4C - 2000 gallon 
capacity. 

5) Waste sodium hydroxide tank bottoms, building 4C -
2000 gallon capacity. 

6) Waste hydraulic oil, building 4B - 1000 gallon 
capacity. 

Disposition of wastes: Wastes listed in 1 and 6 above are 
transported off-site for recycling. These 
materials are disposed when the storage 
tanks become full, or within 90 days of 
initial accumulation, whichever comes 
first. Wastes listed in 2, 3, 4 and 5 above 
are pumped into tank #23 prior to 
discharge to the industrial sewage system. 

Tanks listed in 1,5 and 6 above are 
labelled with o.o.T. Hazardous Waste 
labels which signify the waste products, 
waste characteristics and accumulation 
dates. Tanks listed in 2,3 and 4 above 
are part of the wastewater treatment 
process. These tanks receive and 
discharge liquids on a daily basis and 
therefore cannot be labelled or relabelled 
to accurately reflect accumulation dates. 
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GROW GROUP, INC. ~ C&PP GROUP 
COMMERCE, CALIFORNIA 

HAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE TANK INSPECTION Daily Inspection Checklist 
Date:________ Time: ________ am or pm 

Inspection Equipment ' 

CHECK FOR LEAKS ACCESS HATCHES 
OR OVERFLOW 

VENT SYSTEM 

VALVE GASKETS & SEALS 

PIPES & FITTINGS 

FEED CUTOFFS,BYPASS&DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

HATCH SECURING CHECK FOR DAMAGE 

CHECK SECURING MECHANISM 

VENT SYSTEM CHECK FOR BLOCKAGE 

CHECK FOR DAMAGE 

LEVEL INDICATOR CHECK FOR OPERABILITY&MATERIAL LEVEL 

Weekly (Monday or first day of the week). 
Inspection Equipment 

STORAGE TANK CHECK FOR CRACKS,LEAKS,WELD DEFECTS 
DISCOLORATION 

PIPES&VALVING CHECK HANDLES FOR OBVIOUS 
DEFORMATION, CORROSION, DAMAGE, OR 
OPERABILITY 

CONTAINMENT CHECK STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY CRACKS 
AREA EROSION,SPILLING,WET SPOTS, AND 

SETTLEMENT 
COMMENTS: 

cc: J. Meyer 
M. Capalongan 
J. Lang 

OIL/WATER SEP. -
Inspection Area: BLOWMOLDING AREA 

If Problem: Reason 
Problem No Problem & corrective Action 

NOT APPLICABLE 
I 
I 

NOT APPLICABLE 

If Problem: Reason 
Problem No Problem & Corrective Action 

Inspected By: 
Name 

Signature 

( 



,o( t.1on; ,~v.1. ,,~ ... n•.:.u 

Commerce 90040 
( 

[ 

[ 

l Severe 
) Moderate 
] Low Level 

:omplaint: (2) A toxic cloud of chlorine gas is coming 
·~om a commercial establishment. The cloud is 1/4 mile 
n length. 

[ ] Non-Hazardous 

Jate of Incident: 08/10/88 Time Report Recorded: 18:33 Time Occurred: 18:00 
leported By: Operator #999 Agency: L-A_C_F_D _______ _ Phone: 213-267-: 
,ACHD arrival on scene Date: 08/10/88 Time: 19:05 
·indin1s: (6) A 30 gal.container of dry chlorine was undergoing a violent 
·xothermic chemical reaction that generated large amounts of chlorinated gas. 

:============================== Incident Information============================ 

laterials/Quantity: Trichloroisocyanuric Acid - 30 to 100 pounds. 
:ature of Material: [6] Toxic, corrosive, reactive 
:ffect: Environmental [4] Community Health [1] 

~isk Exposure: [ ] Low [ J Mod [ J High Legal Action: ( J LACHD [ ] LAC 
of Persons Exposed: __Q_ Symptoms: None reported 

• ( LAC employees Exposed: _Q_ Symptoms : __ N __ o __ n ___ e ____ r __ e__,p __ o .... r __ t ...... e __ d _______________ _ 

. 
:=====================================Remedy=================================== 

~ction: The contents of the drum were spread on the 1round, neutralized with soda 
~sh and the material was returned to an on site treatment svstem. 
'lean up company: Disp Control Service 
)tarted Date: 08/10/88 Time: 21:52 

:stimated Cost to LAC: 2000.00 

Paid By: Grow Group, Inc. 
Finished Date: 08/11/88 

Site Secured Date: 08/11/88 
Time: 20:00 

Time: 02:02 

------------------------------------------------------------------ Responsible Party ============================= 
)fficer: Kim Marti, Grow Group Inc., (213)724-6530 
\ddress: 2501 Malt Avenue , Commerce 90040 

~================================================================================ 
\gencies Contacted: AQMD (Air Quantity Management District) 
~espondina Agencies: LACFD {Gibbs), LACSD (Williams). AQ~ID (Papka). LACHD 
{Cervantes and Molleda} 
\d( -ional Information: Airborne emissions ~ere monitored bv AQMD and a notice or 
:iolation was issued to the responsible party. 
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HAZARO,,,l t1ATERIALS INCIDENT pr,, ,' T 
I 

,,;.r,d 

DATE: Aug. l0, 1988TK OUT: '"j()7 AT SCUC: l835 AYAL: -:00 HAZHAT IC.•: _7_3 __ 
OtEF: Brown ENG. CO.: 50 HAZMAT SQ: 87 ADO. UNrTS: ~ 105, L 1031 HA 11 
l«:aNT LOCATIIN: 2425 Halt Ave. 1 Camerce TYPE -ICaNT 
RESPONSB.E PARTY: GrQw Gmyp SPU C FIRE DD 
ADOR£SS: Same LEN<. C STOREI> ml 
COMPAlfrl REP: Plant t:111:,, mure uoknowo l)lN:> □ emu_ 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

11ATERIAI. NAME 

Trichloroisocyanuric aci< 
\Qry pool chlorll'\eJ 

NAZ CAT TEST 
. ANALYSIS 

-NJ. PERS0f 

1ST it 
211) .. 

Arriola 
Asencio 

a.ASS 
L£VEL 

B 

DOT• t ~ i TLV N-0.lft' PH FLASH BOL VAPOR 
PPM POffl POffl O£NS 

DC 4 •• 

t ' ! 
N10lJfT (l)QR F\t11G PH FLAM 101. OXY COf"9 

TK TK .. OUT 
Mult L'Dle 
entt Les 

. EQUPt INT USED 

Disposable suits 
turnouts, SCBA 

AGDCES 
._Al.TM 

, IHRFF /CHP 

=ILD.mH~S 
3 D , tJxv 

at.at PER- Taxi: QKl)E 

NN-E/D 
rvantes 

ri,or to cur arri, 

-BAOClP 
.DR,_ 

Carrillo . - -1-
___ ,, ___ 

PUILiC VOUS .,__,. _ _., ____ _ 

CAL TRANS 
Montebello 

CAPT 

AR 
T&P: 

Weinberger 

o YN> YN> 
70 SPO: 3 mph OR: SW 

Scott Soden onu: ____ _____ .,__...1, _ _._ ____ _ 

COi i D'TS, DIAGRAM, tTC.: . 
DecaIIpOsition emitts Nitrogen Trichloride and carboh DIX10Xide, powerful oxidizer. 
Srooldering fire involving dry pool chlorine coacentrate in a storage shed. Approximately 
four cardboard druns were involved, the plune area had .been evacuated and the ICS set up 
by E250 and Ot. Brown. Eng. 50 was in the process of mixing the concentrate with soda 
ash C as reccmnended by the plant manager). II! 105 crew donned class A protection and re-· 
lieved Eng. 50'& crew. flt 87 personnel donned disposable suits with SCBA to mix the soda · 
ash/ chlorine in,.,JI pl. drtma with water. After all the smoldering material was rem:,ved 
fr~. the ~lcHala. ad _mixed with water the incident was turned over to the Health Dept. 
for clea:up. -..-clearup was to be by Disposal Ca:ltrol Service. 

SIGNATURE 0f REPORTNi OF'Fa:R 



DATE:- OC)-03-88 'AC GUI':. ,~ AT SCUC: 0055 AYM·:·f~ :0..AZHAT IC. •: 87-M 
DflF: Si, 3 BAISIF'i;o. CO.: '::met 
ICl>ENT LOCATION: 2501 MALT AVE, 

NAZHAT SQ: 82-]05-76 '-foo.11trrs: 2m A1l,RM MS.'T 
I Cl'lY OF <XMQ.CZ ' ~~· 

RESPONSa.E PlltTY: (211 QOJp a>. 
.ADORESS: _____ ,.AJKM .... ..._ _______________ _ 
COl'"PAI« REP: ___ ....,ltla, ...... MAJ...._.SMfl'H.....,..._ ___________ _ 

• 
' ·• 

11ATERIAL NAME 

-
£ % 

G " A 5 N1CUt'I' CX>CIR "'11G Fl.AH lot ••-LYSlS t PM COt1I . 
N/A. ,l ailn\ni" rvrn W'C: - W\ -
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U'YEL It M' . EQUFtGT USED ICALTH 

1ST i ACEVEIX> B.A. 'stHRfF /CW 

axv 
MIIJ 

•uC r• C 
LEM C STORED Cl 
Dll'-P C emu ..am:JICAI. 

at.OR 

"Tt:R 
851 

R.EAC'l'IOO 
104H 
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- - 302 OXY 

PER-
c»cmf 

-
TOXIC 

WC:: R' 

na:sr 
:'{ 

ION 
Tn rJ\ • _, 

-
75( 
pe: 
Kg 

2ND IC ...,_U.c:M;.....--1,_,,1~i,..i...at1Q..-l-..... ,;,;.;,;;;;;;.;...;;;.;.;,;.;,,;:;:::
.9AQCLP 

'°'1,iC WOW 1---1---1-~~~--'
.• M1l _,::;:====--1....111...1~~111}i,.-1-...,;~~IM.I~~ CN.. TRANS 

; CAPT 
A.Q.jt.D. 
00. 50 • 

CQ f ENTS # DIAGRN1# ETC.: SANTA FE SPRGS, SAN GAB. F .O. 
•. 

DE..SCRIPrI~ : PROWCT IS AN ACl'IVE IRm:OIENT IN BLF.AOIES, DISINFECTANTS, POOL SANITIZERS, ETC. 
PRODUCT IS WHil'E SLIGHLY ~IC, CRYSTAU.INE PamER Cll GWMLS AND WIIL 
DEOH'OSE AT 225~ C. FROJJJCT IS !Q-0)18USTlBLE BUI' CAN OXIDIZE AND HF.AT 10 A 
nMPERA'l'l.RE 'l1fAT WW. IOOl'E cnmtJSTIBLE HAT!lUAtS. an.auNE GAS MAY BE EMITl'ED 
llNJD. aat!CAL REACTI<nS, nrus ar.ATOO A HIQI RISK TO Htl1ANS, F.SPECIAILY IN · 

• REGARD 10 UH; FtKTl<JfS. FIREFIGH'l'IRi P£RSClfE. WlnDJT SPECIAL PROrECTIVE 
~ SIDJI:D !pi' <D£ IN CDn'ACT WI'lH VAI;R FCll UH; PERI~ OF TIME. ~ e. 

~ 
SIGNATURE-OF' REPORTHi OFFaR 

~-s-' ,_ 

· ""Exclusion. and co::itaminati< 
reduction ~s with acces: 

~ control not sn.own. 

(OVER) 



• ~ ~'11:o : r ~.1." ~~,5 ,."UI> A LARCE STQUQ; BUn.DnP ·•·J 'ma/ABLE SIIES • (TARPS), C 'fflt.:WFST SID' J,._ _ _; HALT AVE.• FUU.Y QfARGED \"'""d ~SH VAPat. 'DIE VAPCB. WAS 
~ILOO 00T IN MANNER SIMILIAR TO A BIJILDOO 00 FIRE. AREA~ ISOI.AtED, ~ ?HE 
OCIIE« <Dt1AND SYSTEM WAS E.STABLISHED. OBVIOOS EVAaJA.TIOO NEEJlS WED HAN1LED s· 
'lllE PCI..ICDC AGEN:IES AT 1HE ~ CF 11iE INCIDENl' <DttANID, ( IC) • LARGE AREAS 
WERE EVAOJATED FRCM 'lllREE CXlff.JNITI.FS NEARBY. nm EXAcr NlttBER. OF CIVILIANS IS 
N)'l' AVAII.ABLE AT nus TIME, BUI 'DDiE EVAQJATED Nll1BER IN 'lliE'l.nDJSANOO. EARLY 
MEN!ro wnms AND 1HE UNI<H:Hi IDENl'IFICATION OF 1HE PR0IXCl' MADE EVACJATIOO VER~ 
CUTICAL AT nus POINr OF TIME IN 'lliE INCID.ENr. 

ACTION TAKEN : 1M ~ & ttt 105 WERE llUEFED BY mE IC, AND Dffl>IATEl.Y ESTABLISHED EXCUJSIOO ZONE 
AND roNl'AMINAnOO/R.EIXX:TI~ ZCM.S, ( ££SPITE WARNOOS, INTEGUTY OF niESE ZCl£S 
WAS ICNRED BY CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF GlCM ~ AND 1HE NE.lJS MEDIA ) -. BOlH HAZ-MI 
FaU1ED A ENIRY AND OEO:ti TEAM AND CDlBINED PERSONNEL F<ll INVESIIG\TIOO OF 'mE"· 
PREMISES TO FINO A POSSIBLE SOUlrIOO. F.N'IRY ~ AT nus POINT WERE FACED wrra zmo VISIBILITY AND WERE FCRCED TO RE'IREAT 10 1HE OPERATIOO ARFA 10 ~. LIGH 
103 & HM 76 WERE REQUFSTED AT nns TIME. 

A SECnID TEAM HADE EMRY AT nns TIME 10 ATm1PI' VEtmLATIClf. 11iE TARPS WERE 
REM>VED &'10 1HE SECXH) TEAM RETURNED 'IO M OPEMTION IM.A. AT nus TIME A ACTION 
PLAN WAS mu-ruI.A'IED 10 SET UP A NEUl'RALIZATIOO ~ 1U HANDLE HAm.IALS IN\IOLVEO 

• WCATED wrra 1HE ASSISTAlO OF PLANI PERSaHl.. Wit) HAO ARRIVED AT SCENE. A nmw 
EN'IRY WAS HADE AND IN'.JOLVEO ~ wm£ IIDTIFIEO BY PREDETERMINED Pmsctft:L WHIIJ 
1HE. REMAINOO PERSONNEL BF.GAN NEUlRALIZATICJi OPm.ATICKS. 

AT nus POINI', ~nr:; WINt6 CAUSED AIL PERSONNEL 10 ~ FARlllER ~AY 
FR.CM 1HE INCIDENT AND VEHia.ES WERE REQUESl'ED 1U ~ PERSONNEL BACK & FCRni. 
AFTER ~ WI'IH M CXHiAND POOT t nm.EE DMSIOOS WERE FCEMED AT nils POL'IT' 

OMSION A : 12 FIREFIGHmS tHER M DIRECTION OF C.API'. HARRISOO 'ID MAI<E FCRCIBLE ENrRY IN1'0 'IHE BACX OF M BLOO. USOO PCJEl SAWS AND TO REMAIN cm OF 11iE VAPClt CUXJD AT AIL T~. DMSION B : A HAZ-MAT 'lV.M m LEVEL A PROIECTIClf TO \OK INSIDE n£ 81..00. t K7JE AIL IN\lOLVEO MA'l'ERIAIS OOISIDE TO niE NEUIRALIZATION MID DMSION C ;, A HAZ-HAT TF.AH TO~ OUISIDE IN nm NEU'llW..IZATION liB£A USI~ . SOM A.5H AND llUJi1.5 PROV'IDED BY ~ ~. A SE.<Jlllliln IElM'liMINATIOO STATIOO WAS FSrABLISHED AT niE REAR OF 1HE OCXlJPm..-Y NEAR ~HAZ-HAT OP!BATIOO AREA, 8E1WEEN mE INCIDENI' AND niE CCH1AND POST. 
A IOI'ATION SYS1Dt WAS USED ON A 'raIR'lY MINUIE TIME St.Dr. PERSCR.'EI.. 00 HAZ-

MAT WERE REQU1RED TO HAKE SEVERAL EN'IRIES, USOO mANSPCllTATION VEHICLES, GOIN; 
nmotX;H M DECON-STATIONS, AND t-ml~ AIR BOITLES FILLED AT 1liE ACCESS CXlNTROt 
POINI'S NEAR 1liE INCIDENT BY niREE AIR U!ILITIFS. 

AT niIS POINI' L.A.OJ. HEALni fl1ERGENCY RESPOOSE TEAMS, CXJ1PANY PmsoNNEL, AND 
M CCM1AND POST AGlEED TO REilJCE T"riE SIZE OF niE EVACUATIOO AREA AND PREPARE TO 
AI.lav A DISPOSAL <D1PANY TO BF.GL~ niEIR OPERATION. AU. REACTIOO AT nus TIME . APPF.ARED TO BE UNDER CONTROL. FIRE DEP1'. PERSONNEL WERE RELIEVED BY TiiE ON-Ol-1ING 
SHIFT • AT SCENE • ~Vv\ <;I'. 
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COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS 
OF Las .. ANGELES COUNTY 

1955 Workman Mill Road/ WhittiM, California 
Mailing Addr,u: / P. 0. Bo.a 4998, Whitti.r, California 90607 
Tel~phone: (21 J) 699-7411 / From Los Angeles (213) 685•5217 

CHAAlES W. CAAfl'f' 
Chi•F E:tgi,.... and G__,_.,. .-Aan•s-

Mi-. Shiv Gaur 
Dept. of Public Works 
Waste Management Div. 
900 S. Fremnnt Avenu• 
P.O. Box 1460 
Alhambra, CA 91802-1460 

Dear Mr. Gaur: 
... 

J anuary 27, 1989 
File:02-00.05..00/89,,.ll453C 

fndustrial Wastewate1" Dischara@ Permit Ho. -11453 (Ref. I .W •. 12627) 

• 

Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 S. Malt Avenu• 
Colllfflerce, CA 90040 

Enclosed are four (4) approved sets of plans and copies of the appl"'OVed 
Industrial Waste~ater Discharge Pennit for the subjf!Ct company. Pleas.sreview these for compliance with your requirements, and retain thP. copies you require for your files. The Applicant's cooy of the approved-olans and Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit, along with a copy of this letter. 
and requirement list~ should be forwarded to the applicant. A copy of this letter is forwarded to the applicant to notify him of th~ Sanitation. 
Districts' pemit requirements, which are in force frr,m th@ current date. 
If any additional permit requirements are issued to the applicant by your agency, copies should be forwarded to the Sanitatio~ Districts for our 
records.· The approvf!d plans consist of: .. 

1. Owg. No. COM-8806: Proposed Wastewater Treatmam: Plan 

Approval of the plans and permit is contingent uporr continuing 
compliance with applicable Sanitation Districts• Ordirranee- reoui1emMts, 
upon anv corrections shown in red on the drawings, and upo" the items 
indicated on the attached requirem@nt list • 



Mr. Shiv Gaur . ·-2- ,lanuary 27 » 1989 

If you have any questions concerning thP.se requirePt&nts. please call 
Josephine Chow of the Sanitation Districts' Industrial Waste SP.ction at 
extension 2916. 

.. 

LSD:JC:wh 
cc: Mr. Jim Mahar 

Grow Group. Inc. 
2501 S. Malt Ave. 
Commerce, CA 90040 

Very truly yours. 

Charles W. Carry 

vt~ JI.~~ 
Leon S. Directa 
Supervising Civil Engineer 



-. \.,U~~,,- • ~ANITATION DISTR";T .. 
OF ""·\ .NGELES COUNTY, CALIFn!lr' ·. 

( REPORT ON \,.,tftOPER DISPOSAL OF LTOUID/HAZARQOUS WASTES LANDFILL: PUENTE HILLS 

FILE STATUS: closed 

DISCOVERED - Date: 02/22/88 HAULER-Name: ALL SERVICE DISPOSAL 
Tel. No.: (213)721-7089 
Address: 127 VAN NORMAN RD. 

MONTEBELLO, CA 90640 

PRODUCER-Name: GROW GROUP, 'INC. 
Tel. No.: (213)724-6530 
Address: 2501 MALT AVE. 

COMMERCE, CA 90040 Contact Person: BOB ERMER 

TYPE OF TRUCK: FRONT LOADER 

TYPE OF LOAD: COMMERCIAL 
WEIGHT: 0 

FILE I: PH022288A 

Time: 09:15 By (tecIDI): DS 
DRIVER-Name: EDW~D SARKISIAN 
License No.: 00893462 

TRUCK NO.: 6 LICENSE PLATE NO.: ALL S06 

MANIFEST I: NA 
DATE OF REMOVAL: 02/22/88 DATE OF PAYMENT: NA AMOUNT: $0 ULTIMATE DISPOSAL POINT: PUENTE HILLS (F.MOVAL DISPOSAL CO. : NA 

COMMENT: RUBBISH IN TRUCK WAS ON FIRE DUE TO UNKNOWN MATERIAL.SITE PERSONNEL SUSPECT HYDROCHLORIC ACID DUE TO ODOR,APPEARANCE. 
LETTER ADDRESS TO 
BOB ERMER 

FINDINGS: 
DESCRIPTION 
HYDROCHLORIC ACID (C,A) 

PROBATION PERIOD 
N/A TO N/A 

• 

FIRST LETTER LAST MEETING 
N/A N/A 

TYfE AMOUNT UNIT STATUS 
H 5.0 GAL S 
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NOilFICATlON OF: 
Dept. of Health Servf~es - Date: ___ Time: --- Contact Person: __ 
Main Office (JAO) - Date: ___ Time: . Cont1ct Person: __ 

"--' 1 • {ow~) ~d,;~w 
HAULER - H1111e: ~~ ::::-_~\tE: :'l9n6!'S!, DRIVER - Ma,:,e:~ ~l<lSS.l'N 

Tel. No.:~~~~ J0~.9_ ; _· . License No: S)o'5~ 3\\ ~ 2.. Address: _..., 1.' .¾l't ~ Dr1:./,t., 1 fof.:J,,, ./2 ul!D '1:v'IO Phone No: 

PRODUCER - Name: G;,(tO\l) €;,\t.®~ ,:a;c • Was Producer contacted? ___ _ 
Tel. No.: ----=---~--,,---- If yes. indicate info reeefved: 
Address: ~~\ 'M.. Pn. \ ~ • 

U)%VA.~tE '!W!l> 

.. ' TRUCK NO.: ___.b ___ LICENSE PLATE HO.: .f\\,\.. 4$\)fo 

TYPE OF LOAD: LOW.W~C. \.~ 
. . 

WEIGHT: __:;.Pl...:.~.:.---

FINDINGS (Type of liquid/hazardous waste. no. of containers. sizes, I fu11, describe 
waste fully - odor, physical appearance. and other physJcal observations. 
including pH. Indicate all the info written on the labels, if any.): · 

-•·~•J ~.&,fPl, • U,l,JU-"fO •~ ~ • ..._ I 

.. SAMPLE - Date taken: ----Time: ------. ~alten by: _______ _ 
Date brought to lab: ______ _ 
lab. Job no.(s): ____________________ _ 

Results:-------------~----------. f'• /D ,-..,, /,( ftl>J "- .JO At"--

AC fl C)N TAKIN: ~ J~, &1/d,,wz.-., 1Ud"4 ll"tul. , I J,~,s.£,J ftl-L ¥,;,;;~ feck,c,a,,,;6 "~~ -&z .£r<--
~- ~ 0 II\,;,., , 

FURTHER REKI.RllS OR OBSERVATIONS:.'" 1/4,i wy:t ·, ,,,_,/ i«Pvui.11..6k. 
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\..vu,,, a "' ... ""...,, , ............ -· ..,.._ ................ , .. 

313 N .H Fl(_ -~OA STREET • LOS ANGELES. CALf' 

October 4, 1988 

Mr. John Lynch 
Head District Attorney 
Environmental Crimes Division 
Hall of Records Room 340 
320 West Templa Streat 
Los Angalas, CA 90012 
•· 

Dear· Mr. Lynch: 

Reph, ,.,., to: 

21,s :i~utn Gr~"•.,"••· Room I07 
Los ""~••n. CA i'JOQ7 
,,,,. ;4.a-

.. 

REQUEST FOR COMPLAINT: GROW GROUP, INC. 
2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 

This Department has completed an investigation of the subject 

company. t have enclosed a copy of the report for your 

information. We hava found that the above company did illegally 

store and dispose af hazardous waste. 

Pursuant to the authority vested in this Department by the 

Calif-ornia Health and Safety Coda, Section 25181, the District 

Attorney of the County of Los Angeles is requested to file a 

complaint against the above mentioned company and/or any other 

related parties. 

If you-have any questions, please contact Richard Gillaspy at 

(213) 744-32~:S. 

Vary truly yours. 

William Jones, M.S., Chief 
Investigative Section 
~zardous Materi•ls Control Progr•m 

WJcwa 

• 



' ( 
.>F INVESTIGATION SUM. ~ 1 

( \ 
DATE September 20 1 1988 DATE OF INVESTIGATIO~ September 3 1 1988 

INVESTIGATING OFFICERCS) Miguel Garcia, Richard Gillasp;, Willia• Jones, Marty 
Kasman. Ken Smith, Frank Cervantes PHONE (213)744-3223 
NAME OF SUSPECT(S) / DEFENDANT(S) / AKA(S) Grow Group Inc.; Les W. Wilde, 
President, Consumer & Professional Products Group; Kim narti, Plant Manager; 
Anand Shah, Manager of Environmental Affairs. 

ADDRESS 2501 South Malt Avenue, City of Commerce, CA 90040 

BUSINESS STRUCTURE AND DESCRIPTION Consumer l Professional Products Group is 

a subsidiary of Grow Group, Inc. 1 based in New York City. 

SERVICE OR PRODUCT PRODUCED Swimming pool chemicals and nlastic bottles. 
·SEC. STATE HEALTH LAW ;;::;.S,_e=e--=-r=e.._p=o.,_r __ t ___ . ______________________ _ 

l ~-~TION OF VIOLATION(S) 2501 South Malt Avenue, City of Commerc·e, CA 90040 

BRIEF STATEMENT OF VIOLATION($) Defendants did kno~in1l7 and willingly store 
and dispose of hazardous waste in an unlawful manner. The improper storage of 

strong oxidizinl chlorine containing compounds resulted in a fire and maJor 
evacuation. 

TYPE OF WASTE DISCHARGED Chlorine containinl pool chemicals - ACL 90 PLUS,aka 
Trichloro(iso)cyanuric acid, aka Trichloro-s-triazinetrione. 

DEFENDANT(S) PREVIOUS RECORD ~Se~e=--r~e~p~o~r~t __________________ _ 

REVIEWED BY _________ _ 
DATE _________ _ 

lll:Pl4/8Tt 

• , . 
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( HISTORY 

Saptambar 30, 1988 

... 

On February 20 9 1986, Deputy Health Officers WILLIAM JONES and 

MARCUS LOOK responded to a chemical fira•at GEORGIA PACIFIC, 

INC., located at 2501 S. Malt Avenue, Commerce. The fira 

released chlorine gas which farced an evacuation af tha area 

( around th• plant. Tha material involved was 300 lbs. of 

trichlaraisocyanuric acid in a fi~erboard ,drum. Tha material 

( 

. 
reacted when it became wet from rainfall. The material reacted 

with the water generating enough heat to ignite the drum. 

On February 21, 1986, JONES and LOOK again responded to the.same 

location at the request af tha LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFFS 

DEPARTMENT,- wha reported that thara had been another fire and 
• 

release af chlorine gas. JONES.and ~DOK did not observe a fire 

ar gas release wh■n they arrived. JIN MAHAR, a chemical engineer 

for GEORGIA PACIFIC <G.P.> stated that around 2200 hours ha was 

trying ta dissolve calcium hypochlarita in a 3 cubic yard water 

tight bin. In the process, large chunks af calcium hypachlortta 

• 
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( ( 

wara placed into the bin and tha resulting slurry, pumped to the 

treatment tank fastar than the incoming watar. This resulted in 

th• rapid ganaration of heat, and an explosion causing a 30 foot 

cloud of chlorin■ gas. Twalva employees of an adjacent company, 

Contain■r Corporation of Amarica, caaplainad of a,cposur■, and 

ware traatad at a n■arby hospital and released. Within S - 10 

minutes the cloud of gas had dissipated. 

On February 22, 1986, JONES and LOOK again raspondad ta a request 

for assistance from tha LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT at 

2301 Halt Avanu■, Commerce. GEORGIA PACIFIC employees ware 

attempting to dissolve trichlaro-s-triazinetriona in a 7000 

gallon plastic tank. A 300 lb. drum of calcium hypochlorita fall 

( off tha loading apparatus, into th■ tank, t;auslng a larg■ 

l 

. 
explosion which blew the valve off the tank. This rasultad in a 

ralaasa of th• liquid waste onto the lat. Dn the same day, a 300 

lb. drum of calcium hypachlorite spontaneously OMidizad releasing 

chlorine gas. Th• Production ·Hanagar knockad the drum over in 

the parking lot and applied soda ash to halt the reaction._ Four 

other drums of the sam• material began to raact releasing law 

levels of chlorln• gas. Official Notice of Violation, Na. 044687 

was issued at that tim■ t.o H. BOLDSTE.lN, a GEORGIA PACIFIC 

r•prasantativ•• 

Dn ~une 2, 1987, Deputy Health Officer BRUCE WOJCIK w■nt to GROW 

GROUP, INC. located at 760 South Vail Avenu■, Hont.eballo, ta 

. -
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,..... 
conduct a rautln■ i. .• •pac:tian. The inspection .,.a,sJ in response t.a 

a complaint that alleged the company had leaking containers on 

the premises. WOJCIK spak• with t.ha Technical Advisor, MICHAEL 

GOLDSTEIN. GOLDSTEIN stated that the President was RUSSELL BANKS 

and the Plant Manager was KIM MARTV. GOLDSTEIN stated that tha 

company blends and packages cleaning products. WOJCIK observed 

that ona drua of resin at the location was leaking ta the ground. 

Wasta salv■nt was being storad in 55 gallon drums. The hazardous 

waste drums ware not labelled or dated par hazardous waste 

requirements. GOLDSTEIN indicated that th■ drums war• stored 

longer than 90 days. Empty aerosol cans were smashed and sent 

under manifest to a Class I disposal site. WOJCIK issued a 

Notice af Violation <Dated July 1, 1987) to GROW GROUP, INC. 

On July 9 1 1987 1 Deputy Health Officers BRUCE WOJCEJ< and SAL. 

MOLLEDA conducted a routine inspection af GROW GROUP, INC., 

located at 2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce. WOJCIK and MOLLEDA spake 

with GUSTAVO RAMOS, the personnel manager. RAMOS stated that the 

President was RUSSELL BANKS. RAMOS indicated that the company 

was chemicalblendars, manufacturing swimming pool bleach_ and 

acid. RAMOS told WOJCIK and MOLLEDA.that there arena chamical 
• 

wastes far removal from the premises.~.RAMOS stated that all waste 

is mautralizad and sewered. WOJCIK stated that he.observed drums 

in the storage area shown on tha map that was glvan to him durin; 

the inspection. RAMOS told WOJCIK that tha material (about SO 

drums> was chemical waste. Th• waste was ln fiberboard drums. 

• ' . 
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Tha drums did not •· ... "e hazardous waste labels. '-~the drums had the 

word "waste" printed on them with a marker. RAMOS told WOJCIK 
that the material was floor sweepings from the precess area. 

After the inspection they want into the office and issued a 

notice of violation (dated July 9, 1987) to the plant manager, 

ROBERT ERMER. RANOS told WOJCIK and MOLLEDA during tha 

inspection that the warehouse on the north -ida of tha lot was 

for storage of raw materials only, so they did not look in that 

building. 

On March 30 1 198B Deputy Health Officer, FRANK CERVANTES want to 

GROW GROUP, INC. in response to a Chlorine gas release at 2301 s. 
Malt Ava., Commarca. A/bucket cf dry chlorine tablets and floor 

( sweepings had reacted with waste oil. The reaction caused the 

release of "smoke ... Tha bucket was taken outside and the 

material spread on the ground. CERVANTES told the plant manager, 

BULMARO RAMOS that sprea~ing the material on the ground may make 

the situation worse or cause injury to the employees. CERVANTES 
issued a Notice of Violation (dated March 30, 1988> to properly 

dispose of the material as hazardous waste. 

On August 101 1988, Deputy Health Offlcers, FRANK CERVANTES and 
SAL MOLLEDA responded ta• request for assistance from the Los 

Angeles County Fire Department at GROW GROUP, INC., 2501 Malt 

Ava., Commerce. Three 30 gallon containers of dry chlorine had 

reacted and released a cloud of chlorine gas. CERVANTES and 

... . 
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( MOLLEDA observed a ~arga number of fiberboard carboys inside the 

warehouse facility where the three reacting containers were 

found. Thera ware no hazardous waste labels on th• three 

reacting containers, or any of the containers observad during the 

incident. CERVANTES issued a Notice of Violation <dated August 

10, 1988) to properly dispose of hazardous waste by a State 

Health Department registered hauler. 

On September 3, 1988, Deputy Health Officers MIGUEL. GARCIA and 

MARTY KASMAN responded ta a request for assistance from th■ Las 

Angeles County Fire Department. A cloud of chlori~e gas was 

released which forced the evacuation of 20, 000 parsons. The 

chlorine gas was coming from a warehouse at GROW G:tOUP, INC., 

2501 Malt Ava., Commerce. The incident occurred in a warehouse. 

Condensation from the walls and ceiling were dripping on the 

containers. The water and material in the containers reacted 

producing heat and chlorine gas. Garcia issued ccmpany 

representatives Notice-of-Violation 055679, to lm,wdiately 

dispose of all hazardous waste .and contaminated materi•ls. 

On September 4 1 1988 GARCIA and KASMAN were again called to the 

sama loctaion. Thay were advised that another release of 

chlorine gas had occurrad. 

On September 9-10, 198S, the hazardous wa5te at 2501 Malt Ava., 

Cammarca was ultimately dispos•d• 

• 
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c9615 .9 GaA..JD fHJ ~6~7 
Les Pr-,~{k CA- ',cv07 
813) 71.44 !3 1..s ::s-

IOP'P'fCS ADD ...... , 

e.~Y PLAT£ ~ • "~ 

T~ru;-,A {)J",C, f::,c ~Pc> n..A-nc,J 

SUBJECT l+tr~A-fZ. lh,-VS L.V~-rz._ 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF VIOLATION 
County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services ., 
Community Health Services . Environmental Management 

. : .. ,. 

· a:~k 2 ~-;i.s, :~ ; .- -, · · ·· . ·. ~.t 
ADDRESS 25°01 ()14t.,T /.J..:.i e_~~£~2. <j'oz.,yo :~ 
ADDRESS s: A~. . ·.' '.. ;, < ; .f -·;,,...:, .. • .. ;; -!'~ ~: ·:;,;., ·.'.'- "<'!'i} 

~ '• :~·.:-.• ::. :_:•~ :•''-:°fiA!!ili~-~i'=•\·•1~~~• ~ ::~j> ::•::l!.:,~ -~ii: 



' . ., 
l.~_s;. ,.\·••(~£.(..~>I ())-

(i> 13) l "f ~ --3 ~ ).) 

1..:.,~ '( 11..A,~ <3-<;., . ...J n,-,c-n-
TO ~f(".J 17(;-t ti.-

1 9A CI vjC'.. C1t2-r 
SUBJECT J/+"12ARDc.:VS }.VA::f-T} 

., . .,,, 

.....,,, 
County of Los Ar,_ .,cs Department of Health Services 
Community Health Services Environmental Management 

3-

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

DATE ?--:l-;l--8"C. 
2.So 1 (hAt-rA-vf Ca,-~f.r1ce. 

S' A. A-. 

This notice shall be complied with as required by: pstate Health and Safety Code, J3 C~lifornia Administrative Code, □ Los Angeles 
County Ordinance No. 7583, □ _________ City Ordinance No. ____ , Other Code ________ _ 
CORRECTION DA TEA-;- a. c.c..- LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEAL TH OFFICER - . , I 
RECEIVED B~~ av/Lee-e_ lrr"\---"'·- /11. 5. 

MAIL. SERVICS: D P'UU,T CLAS• □ CIUITtl"'IED (TITLE}' I 
H·777 (REV. J/7SJ 
76ozH (White• VIOLATOR; Canary• SANITARIAN; Pink· DISTRICT DIRECTOR) 
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COUNTY OF LO.. ~I \_..:.S DEPARTMENT OF HEAL I N""'Sb." ICES 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH/HEALTH FACILITIES 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTROL PROGRAM 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORT PREPARED BY/INITIALS 
Richard Gillaspy HNS-111 

SUSPECT NAME/ADDRESS 
Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 South Malt Avenue 

. Commerce, CA 90040 

DATE 
September 23, 1989 

LOS NUMBER 
892945-111 

DATE OF INVESTIGATION 
September 6, 1988 

Cr1 !::~,ptemb£,r e, 1988, Depl.ity Hoalt.h Of·fic:r.r-s Ric:h,7\rd f:Ul .. i=-f-'':-'t 
i<1.?;;1•i.?th Smith and Pete Torres c:.:::,r,dur.tr~d c:m i nspf?Ct i. en .. ,t: Gr-.:n .. 
G•·t11..1p, Inc., 2~0! Malt A'-'E', Comrn,?rC:li' ;-,~ a ·Fullow-;_,p t=• i: h.r;::i':trdo~n; 
materials incident on Septomb~r 3, 1988. Gillaspy $po~e with the 
Plant Manager, Kirn Marti (N7819910). Gillaspy ~xplain~d th~t the 
Haalth Officers would like to make an inspection of tho f~cility. 
Gillaspy also explained thst they would li~e to take photogri\?hs 
... r,d samples. M-:.rti -.stated that he had no proble,11 ~i ti-1 thai:.. Mar-ti 
h~d Gillasp~; Smith and Torres gc on the inspection with th~ 
Environmental Affairs Managar, Anand C."Shah (C2448~97>. Sha~ 
stated that his boss wa~ Don Gr~en, Dire~to, of R~se~r:·, ~ 
O~v.:tlopment. Shah s.:1id he hc:\d only b"':~~n emplo·:~d here .:;i.::~n.:t 3 
wc~~:·f;. The 1 ast Envi rcnmr.mtal frrf E.i rs 11;..\r>agc-r w .. ,~ Mic~ ~.t:'.1 
Goirjstein. Gillaspy .:t!il-kad Shah wh.:\t th(., \..zhilc p.:wide!- ..;.1.l ov,,r thn 
l n'c l..ic;t;.. ShZih stc:,t.E•G thZt·t it. ,-u.u;; ,-~CL-·90 F•;_ us. :-ic> c:,r-·U. nti~d by 
s.:iyi ni:3 that s,::,me of th1;? powder f -3-1 l :: .. on -::ho f 1 o-1r .arc i c.; s~...:,,pt up 
ar,.J plc1cc1d in the -fibcr-bo:~r-d drwl"~. Shi;t1 ~;~:y-::. he· ir. iJ C•"\Fimic..-1 
E:;9i nei?r. ~-Jh~·n a.sked holli bt!'d thr~ ma't.c•i-i Al is, he sai C:, "Net thi'.t 
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b~d". Sh~h £hewed Gilla£py, Smith ~nd Torres th~ dru~ sta~Age &r~a 
wharo the fire cccurr~d. Gill~spy, Smith ~nd Torres ~b~~rved 
fiberboard drums, 5ome without thu lids on, ~ome d~~aged wit~ holes 
~n ·them. Snme had thQ word "waste" printed on them. Gillaspy 
undF~rl i ned the word ••wa-=-te 11 on one.- of ttH.t drums. Gi 1 l a:-PY a-akod · 
Shah what the word me~nt. Shah- statej that the material in the 
drums come!'> of-f the -floor and can not be 1.1scd· agai !'l. Hn cont.i n1.1e~d 
by saying the fiberboard drum~ contain waste. He said, "we can"t 
use it. It"s not use~blc." He said th~t h~ was told this by his 

. boss, Don Green. Shah stated that the corpcraticn owns ~11 of 
the~e cont~inern. Hv also Laid that the co~rosion to the lids ~nd 
contuiner-s occurred ovl:!r a period of tim•3. Gill-P;.py, Sr:1ith and 
Torros observed no drums with proper l~~elling o~ d~tinQ. 

Sh~h continued the inspection by showi~g the ~anufacturing and 
dispensing areas. The company manufactures and p~c~~9es p~nl 
chemicals in both the liquid and solid form. In the tablet 
manufacturing arffa, Gillaspy and Smith ob£ervnd the p~w~er ~nd 
broken tablets on the floor under the ~quipm~nt. s~~h ~t~~ed that 
t:,~-c;!,:a,,n t""bl ets are re;1ro,_md c::nd p:.,t t.>a•:k in the pr-c:,ce!as. H~ 1'-ai d 
th~ powder was conta~inated ~nd went into w~ste ~ontainerfl. TI1i~ 
\•,i•s the rr,e1teri .:i.1 t.h~t. l•1Dc. pllt in thlf; w.:H.ta s..t,or ;:\i;)~ cl'"E-&A. Gi 11 a~;;~· 
c:\ :;!~:-?d Shah for copies o·F m~t,,ri ctl s,{f ~ty data s'."leni:s f,-:,r the 
f!\:.,·1a~,.. i al s. Gi 11 ;.,spy .,.skHd Shc,h i -r- h·;;o CC•l.:1 d sne an')" mrni -fes:t"a fr•.Hi 
t~n file$. Shc;1h in-trocuc:ed Gilla:spy i:o Gl•lrietta Cr-~~;f,~rd c~; •. 2,3 .. 
5::; > • She !:. t.c,tecJ th 4" t. r:.t1e mai r1 t c~ i r \·a. t-. ~,r.t h,""J:: c11rC.01..ts t·,at t e G';tra i ;: :?.sl r:. 
Sh•~ stated ttu~t the company ha:i not ~,;hipped any ,:,-F tf',eso m.:.'.ter·i.:..l~ 
sine~ sh~ h~s boen with the comp~ny. Cr~wford ~tated th~t t~~ 
company neutralizes the m~terial on-$it~. Sh~·s~id to t~lk t~ 
Mgrilou, the Duality Control Manager. Gill~5PY revi~wr~ th~ 
rnani·ht»ts. Tha earliest in the file was data,: 12-03-32. Ii: n0~ 
m~nifest No. 8202490 for h~z~rdouG wa~tc liquid. By Georgia~ 
Paci-fie. Georgia-Pacific•s EPA ID N~. CAD 085393080. ~he last 
maniiest in the file Wei's No. 84314552 dnted 02-:Z2-B.:>. C:-;n~ford 
s~id th~t Grow Group, Inc. took ov~r in Aug. 1986. 

C'n SP.p tember 6, 1998., Gi 11 aspy and Sm; th went to Srou Gr-~·Ktp, lr-,c., 
l~~3ted at 760 So. Vail Avenue, Montabgl!o. TI1,y qp~kc with 
t-~.;ir i l cu Cc1pc:1l ongan. She statP.d t~hat Ci\t,c:1nd:-i" Byron a;-i:i Mike 
Goldstein manifested ha~ardou~ waste. She st~tDd thEt ~or~ tim~ 
£-.tiP. contrar.:t E-d registered ha:: ardous. .,,,:st£> ~i:t,l ~r u. ShP. had 
cont~•cted ~hemical wa~ta m~nagemGnt ~nd Crosby & Overton. The 
1m;t time shr~ S:.i1y1; !;hf:· contrcrc:tec1 c1o rt~q:~t..-red -,3uler w,Mi in 

• -- -:-
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Febr•..13r)' 1 r;·s6. The mani fef.;t ,.,.r,a.; l'!c:). c.:::,2,ln~,10 with EPCa ID No. 
CAD 94246240 with EPA No. CAD0853?3030. She stated that ~ight 
after that, th~ corporation start~d ~epa~ation and neutrali:ation 
of w~ste. Sh,? said tho:\\t. she dces not knc"'' of er1y ma.i-, i fests after 
February of 1986. She conti nue:d by :,tiiti ng t~Jat t.he rratar i <!'.l is 
reactive, she said that there h,!t, b~er; 3 incir.la,nts i"lvolving the 
mc\tr.;?ri l\l in the 1 ast 3 years. Sht:.· c\dde,i tha.t ~i. ke Gol :i~'.:.ui r. w~s 
r~$ponsible for the conting~ncy plan. Mike Goldstein (40 yr, 6"3", 

.300 lbs, C~uc> is now employed by AmrEc in Snnta Ana. 

(. 

On September 8, 19S9, Gilla~py spo~e ~ith Giry Armst~ong of the LoG 
Angelrs County Sanitation Dimtricts CLAS~>. Armstrc~g statod th~t 
on February 22, 1989 Grow Group, Inc., improperly dis~csed of 
haz~rdous waste Qt Puente Hills Landfill. n~~strong stat~d th~t 
the incident involved a truck fira at tha l~ndfill. 7he truck 
belonged to All Servi~~ Dispo~nl ~o. (213-721-7089>, 127 V~n Norm~n 
Road, Montebello, CA. Th~ lo~d that ca~zed th~ true~ fire came 
from Grow Grou, Inc., 2501 M•lt Av~., C~rrmerce. Armstro~g s~id 
th.-.1t the:~ trw::k driver ha.d a fire? ir, UH, ·o.:,c:f. 3.-.:\nit~+.i,:m Dis"':ri:t 
f.>r.r,lciy1:•c~s ~ttribut.cd thP- fit·P to c:hl,::,:~irir~ ,t,lti..:£~r·i.ll in the lc.,,-.d. 

On September 12, 1988, Roy ThiQlking, ~n in~pe~tor ~or th~ 
Cc,l:iforriie I)ep;irtrr:er,t. of H~.:1lth Sot··vicc•f; te-lapho'"licc'..'!ly spr.:·ke w:.~~, 
gillaspy. He stated that Genrgia-P~ci ~i~ fi~ed a PLrt A 
c1ppl icatic,n. He f,t.ated that he thcug .. ,t they wer-E:' c.\n ISD < lnter-im 
St",tus DocLtment.). He stated that the Dcp;:~rtment (Cj.JhS> r•ever 
is~ued c'\n ISD to eithr?r Gc.•orgia·-Pac:i1:.c c,r Grow Grov;;, Ir.c:- He• 
statr~!a that he was the last ini:ip€ctor tc inspect :3rc-.., Gro·.,p, Inc., 
c:1t Malt AvE:1. M.:1ry Osborne wa.,;;:, t.hr:~ ot.hE·r inspect.or '"i th t.i m. 

On s~ptembcr 12, 1988, Gillaspy spc>ka -1:.elephonic:.:all-.; uit.h tlilton 
Ba~rtz of the Los Angeles County Sanit~ti=~ District. Baartz 
s·t:.~.ted that - the truc:k involved in th~ f ira on Febn.rary 22, 1988 was 
a top loader. Evidence of the origin of the fir~ w~s tho c~emic:&l 
container3 in the truck. There w~re ~~,t~in~r~ of cxidi2~r in th~ 
l t,ctcl. ThQ c:ontai r1er£', were opan. ThE': l o.;,d hc:d a very stror,g odc,r 
o~ chlorine. The liquid chloring in th~ lo~d was miH~d in sand ind 
the zand we~ boiling, bubbling ~nd fu~ing. The mata•i~l wa~ 
c:t:':lrrasivo br?cause it c~used pitti11g in +:he stt=-c-1 in tha b~d of the 
true;!::. 
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On Septembe~ 12, 19888, Gillafipy gpok~ telephon~c~lly ~ith Dave 
S-1:ect~d, a former employee:a of the Lo-s f'.n,;iolo·:i Cou:ity tianittltic-n 
Distr·ict CLASD). St~~r.1cl ste:ted th.::-t thH truck invol·-·.::-C:: in the 
Fetruary truck fire waa a front load~r. A sanita~icn di~trict water 
truck put out the fire ~fter the load had been dumped. The 
cper~tor cf the truck, Mr. s~rki5ian, told Stead that they ~ad 
previous problems with Grow Group. Stead said th~t L~.rry Darons 
was the first S~nitation District employe2 on scene. T,ey were 
tr~d nrJ to determine k"hat caused the -f i rE~. The det J.?r.Tti nation w.as; 
mact2 by the type of material, its c~~racte~i~tics, ~he containers 

· in the lc~d, Sarkisian$ knowledge of th~ route, associ~tion of the 
mat~rial and the fire. Stead said that Barons keep~ a lo~ beak of 
incidents at the landfill 

.. 
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RBPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

DATB REPORT PRBPARBD BY /INIT_IALS 
Miguel Garcia, HMS III September 16, 1988 

LOG NUMBBR 
882945-111 

SUSPBCT NAMB/ADDRBSS 
Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 South Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 

INCIDENT RBVIBW 

DATB OF INVESTIGATION 
September 3, 4, 1988-

On September 3, 1988, shortly after midnight, a Los Angeles Count~ 
Fire Department (LAFD) en1ine unit discovered what appeared to be 
smoke in the vicinity of the Grow Croup, Inc. {GGI) facility 
located at 2501 Malt Avenue, Commerce. Upon further investigation, 
paptain M. Wolfe determined the cloud to be chlorine coming r~om a 
storage structure on the north side of GGI. At approximately 12:20 
a.m. a First Alarm was declared and additionu assistance . 
requested. Notification of an evacuation or the surrounding area 
was given at approximately the same time. Captain Wolfe and other 
fire personnel on-scene determined there was no rescue problem at 
the facility and requested assistance from the LAFD Hazardous 
Material Unit and other support personnel on scene. At the time of 
discovery, winds at the incident were westerly, and light. 

During the incident, the wind changed direction several times, but 
generally in a westerly direction. The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department blocked all streets to public traffic in the 
vicinity of the incident. Law enforcement officers from the County 
and neighboring communities such as Montebello assisted in the 
evacuation of residents in the immediate area of concern. A 
command post was set-up by the LAFD to poordinate activities 
associated with the incident. Battalion Chief David Baisley was 
the scene commander and coordinat~d the activities in close proxity 
to the chlorine cloud incident. The chemical gas invo.l ved lias 
chlorine which was known as a result of a previous incident several 
weeks before, the chlorine odor which was detected, and personnel 
on scene familiar with processes at the facility. 
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The storaae building involved was a sheet metal structure occupying 
a space approximately 90 ~-l~O feet flnci approximately 20 feet ~.i,ah. 
Captain Harris, one of the LAFD's Hazardous Materials captains on 
scene, described what he saw when he entered the building. 

According to Captaii1 Harris, the areenish colored cloud was so 
thick within the structure that it reduced visibility to near zero. 

-The curtains on the east side of the structure were lifted to 
provide ventilation and increase visability. Captain. Harris 
stated that in the area where the reaction was occurrini, the 
material involved actually glowed from the heat generated. Concern 
for safety prompted the request for all LAFD Hazardous Materials 
Teams to respond. 

Twelve (12) Haz-Mat firefighters approached the structure from two 
sides. Some entered from the back after cutting an opening into 
the sheet metal wall. Others entered from the front helping remove 
drums to allow access. The heat was so intense that the 
firefighters could only work minutes at a time. All Haz-Mat 
firefighters were in fully protectiv.C! clothi'l&, and equipment. . 
Condensate on the walls and ceilings was obse·rved by some of the 
firefighters dripping back onto the tops of unreacted drums, and 
they stated popping sounds could be heard on the metal tops of the 
unreacted drums. The forklift used to move the pallets of 
materials frequently stalled (possibly as a result of a lack of 
air). All three LAFD's Hazardous Materials Captains described the 
heat so intensed that the boots of firefighters were burnina the 
feet of personnel which entered the structure. A problem did arise 
when the material caked on the boots of the fire personnel. 

At least one ~irst dearee burn was experienced by one of the 
hazardous materials captains. Other firefighters experienced 
respiratory discomfort when the cloud jumped the designated hot 
zone of the incident (sore throats were.a common complaint). Three 
LAFD Hazardous Material captains described exhaustin% personnel and 
equipment to the limit to obtain controi of the reaction. The 
structure was considered a confined space. 

LOS ANOBLES COUNTY HEALTH DBPARTMENT - MIGUEL GARCIA 

At approximately 1:00 a.m. M. Garcia (Hazardous Material Control 
Program) received a call through the Los Angeles County Operator 
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requestin& the Department's Hazardous Material team to respond to a 
chlorine cloud generated at 2501 Malt, in the City of Commerce. 
The County Operator advised me of an evacuation in progress and : 
gave directions where the LAFD had set-up their Command Post. M. 
Garcia advised his partner, Marty Kasman, of Qetails received 
through dispatch about the incident and requested his assistance. 
At approximately. 1:30 a.m., M. Garcia arrived and found a large 
thick, lowlying cloud approximately 150 feet into the air, flowing 

~in a westerly direction. The cloud was emerging from a sheet ~ii~l 
st-riictur_e ___ on- tne rio£tli- end of the GGI property and the whole 
structure appeared to be involved with a constant outflow of smoke. 
M. Garcia reported to the Fire Command Post with M. Kasman where we 
were briefed on details about the facility and available 
information on the chemical involved. 

Two (2) LAFD Hazardous Material entry teams were assessing the 
incident and preparing to enter the structure to evaluate what 
could be done to stop the reaction. A summary of their 
observations are included above. Personnel from the compan~ 
advised the LAFD of types of materials were occupying the 
structure. I was informed by Captain Wolfe f·rom the LAFD of a 
previous incident at Grow Group, Inc., approximately two (2) weeks 
prior involving a chlorine release from similar containers. 

At approximately 2:30 a.m., M. Kasman and M. Garcia met with the 
company representatives, Kim Marti (Plant Manager) and Don Green 
(Director R&D) to issue a notice of violation which addressed 
contingency planning, and discontinuing of all operations which can 
contribute to future chlorine releases. The company was advised to 
obtain a professional hazardous waste clean-up company to remove 
waste generated as a result of the incident. After interviewing 
representatives from GGI to their knowledge of a previous incident, 
an administrative office hearing notice was issued to the company 
to insure and/or guarantee LADHS of all•necessary steps being taken 
to prevent future releases from this fa~ility. At this time the 
wind had shifted to an easterly direction. At approximately 2:30 
a.m., nn evacuation was requested by LAFD of residents and 
businesses east of the Grow Group facility. Both the ~yatt Hotel 
and the Commerce Card Club were evacuated as precaution. The wind 
continued to change direction and at one point circled around from 
the west to exposure of all personnel at the command Post and those 
LAFD Hazardous Materials Team members trying to stop the reaction. 

• - ,· . 
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Preliminary reports from LAFD entry teams described the cloud so 
~hick that it was causing difficulties in visibility. 

Between approximately 3:00-4:00 a.m. Frank Cervantes and Dr. Paul 
J. Papanek from LADHS were sent to the evacuation centers to 
address the public concerns regarding the evacuation and the 
toxicology of the chemical (See report by Frank Cervantes). 

At approximately 7:30 a.m. the president of GGI, Les Wilde, arrived 
and was informed of the notice issued by this Department. At 
approximately 9:00 a.m. a meeting.was held with agencies involved 
in the clean-up operation and to company representatives (Don 
Green, Kim Marti and Mack Smith) to plan a strategy to clean-up and 
secure the drums in such a way as to prevent future releases. From 
the meeting, all available information was gathered and a plan 
developed on how to procede with the clean-up. At approximately 
11:00 a.m. additional personnel from the clean-up company and 
Disposal Control Services (DCS) arrived and began repackaging all 
damaged drums. A meeting was held with LADHS's Emergency Response 
teams members (Miguel Garcia, Martin Kasman, _Samir Ibrahim, John 
Schoepf}, the Environmental Prot~ction Agency {EPA), (N. P~rson), 
the Air Quality Management District (AQMD), {M. Haynes), and 
company representatives. The incident was turned over to the 
primary LADHS Emergency Response Team at approximately 12:00 p.m. 
and the clean-up continued with little problems. 

-On September 4, 1988 at approximately 5:30 a.m. M. Garcia received 
another telephone call from the Los Angeles County Operator. M. 
Garcia was advised on another release occurring at the same 
facility. Approximately 20 minutes later, M. Garcia arrived and 
found another chemical cloud. Upon further investigation, M. 
Garcia interviewed employees from DCS and they explained that !n 
the process of stabilizing the chemical for repack~gig&a reaction 
occurred. This reaction was smaller and limited to only .the_ 
material in the process of beint stabil4zed. The cloud dissip~t§d 
quickly and the evacuation which was called by LAFD was quickly 
cancelled. The evacuation lasted approximately one (1) hour. 
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At approximately 9:00 a.m. a second smaller reaction occurred 
within a metal 55 aallon drum. LAFD quickly responded a~d knockeddown the reaction within thirty (30) minutes to minimize the 
danaers of the chemical. No evacuation was necessary. The chlorine cloud was contained on the boundary of the company 
property line. Another meeting with government agencies company representatives and Monsanto, the manufacturer of the chemical, was 
held to obtain additional technical assistance on planning strategy to continue future release and/or minimized the reaction. After 
the 9:00 a.m. reaction, no further reactions occurred. A 24 hour surveillance by LADHS was placed on GGI as a precaution to prevent 
and/or minimize future reactions. Additional LADHS personnnel were contacted and scheduling was arranged to provide coverage or 
personnel like myself who were present during the critical period during the chemical reaction occurrence. 

Other agen~ies responding to the incident included the California Highway Patrol (CHP), Pasadena Fire, Montebello Police, and Bell 
Gardens Police. 

Description of Storage Area 

The storage area involved in the September 3 and 4 chemicnl 
incidents was located on the north end of the property. The 
corrugated metal structure occupied a space approxicaately 90 X 180 
feet and was approximately 20 feet high. The drums involved in the 
incidents occupied a fourth of the structure on the ra·r north .side. The structure was not posted and had no marking to indicate a 
chemical storage area was present. The structure had ~eavy green plastic curtains hanginl on the east side of the strucfi1re. -The· 
storage structure is mainly used to store cardboard boxes. 

The drums found within the structure were closely inspected after 
all releases had subsided and the area was ventilated by the LACFO. 
Both Mr. Kasman and M. Garcia inspectei the drums on both dates of 
this report. The structure contained approximately 200 fiber board 
drums, most on pallets. No hazardous ~aste labels were found on 
any of the drums inspected. Most of the drums were marked in black 
ink with the words "waste Trichloro", or ~waste". Most were 
labeled with dates in August. Most of the drums had the original 
rnanufacture's label with the lettering ~ACL 90» on them. 

--• 
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Approximately a 4uarter of the drums were torn, or dama1ed and 
drums involved in the chemical reaction were blackened. There vas spilled material everywhere where the drums were stored, mainly 
powder where the chemical reaction occurred an~ a dark brown paate 
on the tops of the drums and on the floor. The walls and ceilinl 
in the im1nediate area were coated with this bro~n paste, formina droplets in most instances. Some of the drums were found with torn plastic liner. The drums, when first found, were or&anized in a 
tight formation ~llowing very little access to the drums stored in 

-the baclt of the structure. 

.. 
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CROW CROUP. INC. 2501 MALT AVE •• COMMERCE. CA 90040 9/13/88 

On September a, 1988. Hazardous Materials Specialist Gerald Munoz., Sal 
Molleda· and Bruce Wojcik reported to the subject facility to witness 
and record the loading and removal of the hazardous waste generated 
by the September 3 •. 19.88 incident. 

~he following is the summary of the data collected during the observation. 

.Vehicle 

2 
. ;,; .. -_.; . 
• .... :. 
:3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

TOTALS 

Date and Time of 
Depa-rture* 

9-8-88 
11:30 p.m. 

9-9-88 
2:30 a.m. · . 

9-9-88 
3:30 a.m. 

9-9-88 
10:00 p.m. 

9-9-88 
11:30 p.m. 

9-10-88 
1 :45 a.m. 

9-10-88 
3:00 a.m. 

9-10-88 · 
7:30 a.m. 

9-12-88 
2:00 p.m. 

•Times are apprcximation 

·GM:bp 

Number of Approximate 
Containers Yeight(pounds) 

92 36.,800 

51 

51 28.,870 

92 38.,000 

61 31.,SOO 

87 34.,800 

32 12.,800 

70 27.400 

16 . 6.,400 

552 

Manifest 
Number 

87534289 

8753427S 

87534274 

87534276 

87534290 

87534288 

875S6444 

87534292. 
.: .. 

87553971 

.. .. . 
: . i ... . 

----------------------• 



GROW GROUP, INC. 
2501 Malt Avenue 

Commerce, CA 90040 

SAMPLING PROTOCOL FOR BUILDING NUMBER 5 

1.0 CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIOR 

1.1 Chemicals Stored in Building Number 5 

The following chemical products have been stored in Buil~ing 
Number Five at one time or another. 

~~t# . 
f-S-? t • Trichloroisocyanuric acid (Trichlor) ½~-o-C..r-/v;,,;4<)~ ;_ ~- ,J 

• Dichloroisocyanuric acid (Dichlor) {' 
• Lithium Hypochlorite 

r!l''f l"f • Sodium Bisulfate J~ - l'rl /J,I 
.f<,N • Sodium Sesquicarbonate 01, 

• Sodium Carbonate 0/( , /, 
2. 6 'lr • cyanur ic acid M4,c. .,/4,;/._.,~ 

1.2 Physical Propertie/of the Chemicals Stored in Building 
Number 5 , 1 

All of th~als'J,{isted above occur in the solid state at 
standard temperature and pressure. Additional chemical 
specific properties are outlined in Table 1.1. 

1.3 General Evaluation of Chemical Movement and Transformation 

1.3.l Movement of Chemicals Through Concrete and 
Asphalt 

Since concrete and asphalt are relatively impervious and 
non-reactive with the identified chemicals, migration 
through these substances is not expected. 

1.3.2 Movement of Chemicals in Soil 

Migration of the above listed chemicals into the soil from 
Building Number 5 would not be expected unless a medium, 
such as water, was available to transport the chemical to 
the soil. Once in the soil, those chemicals which are 
minimally soluble in water, or do not undergo a chemical 
reaction with water, would be expected to remain relatively 
close to the soil surface. The mobility of the chemicals 



that solubilize in, or react with, water will be dependent 
on the amount of water present, the physical properties of 
the chemicals, and the composition of the soil itself. 

1.3.3 Transformation of Chemicals 

The chemicals listed in 1.1 may also undergo transformation 
before or after entering the soil. Since the chemicals 
occur as solids, any chemicals that enter the soil would be 
expected to be transformation products of the original 
chemicals. The transformation products of each identified 
chemical stored in Building Number 5 are listed below. 
These transformation products would eventually result in 
nonhazardous elements and materials. 

Trichloroisocyanuric Acid 

This chemical, when reacted with water, forms an innocuous 
amine compound and cyanuric acid Chlorine gas is also 
emitted but it readily dissipates into the atmosphere. 

Oichloroisocyanuric Acid (Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate} 

This chemical, when reacted with water, forms an innocuous 
amine compound and cyanuric acid Chlorine gas is also 
emitted, but it readily dissipates into the atmosphere. 

Lithium Hypochlorite 

This chemical, when reacted with water, disassociates to 
create lithium and hypochlorite ions. The hypochlorite 
reacts further to create hypochlorous acid. 

Sodium Bisulfate 

This compound disassociates in water to create innocuous 
sodium and bisulfate ions. The bisulfate ions react 
further to create a weak sulfuric acid solution. 

Sodium Sesguicarbonate 

This compound when reacted with water, disassociates to 
form sodium ions, carbonate and bicarbonate ions, and 
water. 
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sodium carbonate 

This chemical disassociates in water to form sodium and 
carbonate ions. 

cyanuric Acid 

This compound is only slightly soluble in water. Therefore 
detectable transformation products from this chemical would 
not be expected. 

2.0 SAMPLING METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Areas of Building Number 5 Requiring Sampling 

There is only one section of the Building that would require 
sampling. This section of the Building is covered with highway 
grade asphalt and is impervious to the chemicals identified as 
being stored in the Building. 

2.1.1 Sampling Method for the Impervious Area 

The most practicable method for sampling residuals on 
asphalt or concrete is by performing the wipe test 
prescribed in EPA's method SW-8280. Since this method 
is typically used to wipe test for residual polychlorinated 
biphenyls or dioxins, it would be modified as necessary to 
wipe test for the identified chemicals. 

Building Number 5 is approximately 17,000 square feet in 
size. The material in question was stored only in one of 
the five existing bays. This bay will be segmented into 
three equal sections and identified as grid sections A, Band c. Three wipe tests will be conducted in each grid area. 
Each wipe test will be identified by a grid letter and sample 
number one, two or three, within each grid section. The 
numbering sequence identified in Figure 2.1 will be followed 
to prevent confusion. 

2.2 EXTERIOR AREAS 

The areas outside the Building are constantly exposed to the 
elements of weather (i.e., moisture of the air and rain), it 
would be expected that any chemicals have reacted with water 
and have formed their respective transformation products. 
Since none of the transformation elements at the exceedingly 
low concentrations which could be expected, would be 
hazardous to the environment, no sampling plan is proposed 
for areas outside the Building. 



3.0 SAMPLE ANALYSIS PLAN 

Based on the hazards of reactivity and ignitability potentially 
existing for the chlorinated oxidizers, an available chlorine will 
be run on all samples. Additionally, a pH test will be performed 
on all of the samples to verify a corrosivity hazard is not 
present. All sample analyses will be conducted by a laboratory 
certified by the State of California Department of Health 
Services. 
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COMPOUND 

TRICHLOROISO-
CYANURIC ACID 

SODIUM DICHLORO-
ISOCYANURIC ACID 

LITHIUM HYPO-
CHLORATE 

SODIUM 
BI SULFATE 

SODIUM SESQUI-
CARBONATE 

SODIUM CARBONATE 

CYANURIC ACID 

EMPIRICAL 
FORMULA 

c 3N3o 3c1 3 

c 3N3o 3cl3N 

LiOCl 

NaHS04 

Naftco3 
Na co3 2H2o 

Na2co3 

H3C3N303 

TABLE 1.1 

PHYSICAL/CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF SELECTED 
CHEMICALS STORED IN BUILDING NUMBER FIVE 

MOLECULAR 
WEIGHT 

232.42 

219.97 

58.38 

104.07 

190.0 

106.0 

129.08 

MELTING 
POINT 

OC 

225-230 

240-250 

DECOMPOSES 

117 

DECOMPOSES 

851 

DECOMPOSES 

BOILING 
POINT 
oc 

DECOMPOSES 

DECOMPOSES 

N/A 

DECOMPOSES 

N/A 

,DECOMPOSES 

N/A 

SOLUABILITY 
IN WATER 

o.2t@2s0 c 
(REACTS WITH 
WATER) 

2.st@2s0 c 
(REACTS WITH 
WATER) 

30%@25°C 

1001@2s0 c 

1J%@o0 c 
42%@ 100°c 

33%@25°C 

N/A 
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Figure 2.1 
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Building #5 

(Approx 16,000) 

Grow Group Inc. 
Consumer & Professional Products Group 

Wipe Sample Locations 

Commerce, California 

DWG #C0M-8823 
12/22/88 



GROW GROUP, INC. 
2501 Malt Avenue 

Commerce, CA 90040 

CLOSURE PLAN FOR TRICHLOROISOCYANURIC ACIDS TANK #3 

BACKGROUND 

currently, an empty 6,000 gallon tank is situated outside at the southeast corner of the liquid fill line building at GGI's Commerce facility (see the attached site plan). Trichlor, a solid under normal conditions, is pressed into tablets at the City of commerce facility. These tablets are then distributed as stabilized "chlorine" tablets and are typically used for swimming pool water treatment. During the operation of pressing the powder into tablets, trichlor dust settles within the production areas. The dust is swept up and placed in drums and handled as hazardous waste. 

DISCUSSION 

There are three areas which could require decontamination: the 6,000 gallon polyethylene tank; the ancillary piping and equipment associated with the tank; and approximately 2,500 square feet of surface area identified as containment on the enclosed drawing. The preferred solvent to employ in the decontamination of the spent trichlor areas is a weak base solution, such as sodium hydroxide. This preference is based on the fact that a weak base will minimize the release of a chlorine gas. 

Disposal of the wastewater generated from the decontamination procedures will be disposed of by one of two ways. The 
preferred method will be to test the water and, if it meets the criteria required for discharge to the sewer, discharge it to the local POTW (provided the submitted application is formally approved). If the POTW will not allow the discharge, the wastewater will be pumped into approved hazardous waste tankers and shipped to a permitted hazardous waste facility for disposal. 

Ancillary Equipment 

All piping, hoses, pumps, and other in-line equipment 
associated with the tank will be triple rinsed with 
sufficient amounts of water. The water will be 
accumulated in the tank. After the first rinsing, the accumulated water will be tested to determine 



acceptability at the POTW. A decision will be made at 
this time for the most appropriate method of disposal. 
After the third rinsing, a sample will be taken to 
ensure that the equipment has been properly 
decontaminated. 

Hazardous Waste Tank (#3) 

The 6,000 gallon polyethylene tank will also be 
decontaminated using the triple-rinsing technique. In 
this circumstance, however, a high pressure Troll ball 
(spray ball) will be necessary to ensure that all 
internal surfaces of the tank have been adequately 
reached by the water. Again, samples will be taken 
after the first rinsing to determine the proper method 
of disposal and after the third rinsing to ensure the 
tank is properly decontaminated. 

Containment Area 

Although any location sustaining a spill within the 
containment area is typically cleaned and decontaminated 
immediately upon discovery, decontamination procedures 
for the containment systems have been included. 
Cleaning the containment area starts with washing the 
outside of the tank and then gradually moving out to the 
final collection area. A high pressure washer is 
utilized to thoroughly wash the outside surfaces of the. 
tank and the containment area to remove any trace 
residues that may be present. 

Since the tank has already been decontaminated, 
potentially contaminated wash water will not be 
reintroduced to the tank. Water is accumulated in the 
containment collection system, and tested to determine 
acceptability at the POTW. 

After all areas of the containment system have been 
washed, randomly selected areas will be wipe tested to 
ensure that the containment area has been properly 
decontaminated. If any residual contamination is found 
in the area, the entire procedure will be repeated until 
it is determined that the area is properly 
decontaminated. 

All Federal, State and local requirements regarding site and 
personnel safety will be followed during the decontamination 
procedure. 

2 
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'SMALT.AVENUE 
COMMERCE, CA 

The Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) handles, stores and processes 
hazardous materials at their Commerce facility. One such group 
of materials.is called ACL chlorinating compounds. ACL 90 is a 
trade name for a Monsanto Industrial Chemical Company's product. 
ACL 90 is actually a chemical called Trichloro-S-Triazinetrione 
or Trichlorosocyanuric Acid. The NFPA classifies ACL 90 as a 
Class 2 oxidizer. The strong oxidizing properties of this 
compound requires that certain procedures be follo"ed to promote 
safety during their manufacturing, handling, and storage. 

ACL 90 is highly reactive to water and heat. ACL 90 undergoes 
decomposition with small amounts of water to liberate large 
quantities of Nitrogen Trichloride, which is an explosive 
chemical, along with other toxic gases. All ACL chlorinated 
products will decompose when heated to a temperature above 22O0c 
(4280F). The compound will continue to burn until the heat 
source is totally removed. The toxic gases that are evolved when 
exposed to water or heat include: Chlorine, Phosgene. Nitrogen 
Trichloride and Cyanogen Chloride. 

ACI, chlorinating composition is a strong irritant to the mucous 
membranes producing tearing, sneezing and coughing. Unless 
exposure is very severe, the effects are temporary, and there is 
no permanent damage to the tissues. To a somewhat lesser degree, 
these compounds are also irritating to the skin, causing itching 
and redness, especially in contact with perspiration (moisture). 

GGI manufactures swimming pool disinfecting tablets by 
compressing ACL 90 into tablets. This process produces ACL 90 
dust and larger waste solids. These particulates collect on the 
floor, creating a hazardous waste. Monsanto recog?1izes this to 
be a dangerous practice. Monsanto recommends that any spillage 
of ACL should be cleaned up as soon as possible to prevent 
contamination with foreign material with which it aay react and 
must remain dry. Monsantp further recommends immediate packaging 
and transportation to an approved disposal facility. · 

As currently defined in 40 CFR 261.23, ACL chlorinating 
compositions, when discarded, are hazardous wastes exhibiting the 
cha.racterJ.stics of reactivity (D-OO3). CCR Title 26 section 22-
667O5(a) (4) defines a reactive waste as hazardous if it generates 
toxic gases, vapors or fumes, when mixed with water, in a 
quantity sufficient to present a danger to human health or the 
environment. 

Source: STORAGE AND HANDLING OF ACL CHLORINATING COMPOSITIONS, 
Bulletin Number IC/WT-1O4, Monsanto Industrial 
Chemicals Company. 
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OCTOBER 11, 1988 

TO: GROW GROUP FILE 

FROM: PETER M. TORRES, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SPECIALIST 

SUBJ: INTERVIEW WITH FRANCISCO (PANCHO) SANTIAGO 
CDL # N263838 
25833 SWEETLEAF 
MORENO VALLEY, CA 92388 

DATE OF INTERVIEW: SEPTEMBER 6, 1988 

LOCATION: GROW GROUP, INC. 
2501 MALT AVE. 
COMMERCE, CALIF 

~--~--------------------------~-----------------~--------~--~~---
Pancho was introduced to me by Mr. Greene as the Grow Group 
employee who has been handlling the neutralization process. 
Pancho began by showing me where the neutraliZltion tank was 
located. He explained that the large aboveground poly tank was 
used exclusively for the purpose of neutralizing waste trichlor 
and soda ash. I asked what material he was refeJrl.ng to. Be 
replied the material stored in the fiberboard drums stored in the 
warehouse. I asked if he meant the drums where the recent 
problem took place. He said yes. He explained that the material 
in those drums was a most 1 y a mixture of trich 1 or and soda ash. 
This mixture was generated from the tableting process when at the 
end of production the trichlor popes were blown out with soda 
ash. This blowdown waste, along with+' collected spillover and 
floor sweepings was gathered and placed in the fiberboard drums 
and they where then stored in the warehouse. 

He explained that over the last year he has been neutralizing the 
accumulated material stored in the drums. He sai,d that be would 
fill the poly tank with about 4500 gallons of water. Then he 
would add th~ulgh an opening at the top of the tank about 400 
pounds of trichlor material. I asked him how he knew that he 
had dumped 400 pounds of trichlor if the material in the drums 
was a mi~ture of trichlor and soda ash. He replied that he 
estimated the volume of trichlor by vision. After be dumped the 
material into the tank be would have to let the material sit for 
24 hours to allow neutraliation to occur. He explained that in 
the past he had to wait 48 hours for the process to be complete. 
That was because he was using cold water to fill the tank. He 
could now use hot water because the company recently installed a 
heat exchanger to beat the water for the tank. Be further stated 
that if the company would install a mixer that the neutraliztion 
time could be cut down to 12 hours. 
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After wa1 ting the apr .,"171a. .. ct amount of time he t "To'- .. aen take a 
sample of the soluti1... to the lab where it would L>e tested for pH 
and chlorine content. If it was within allowable limits be would 

1 then discharge it to the sewer. I asked how long be had been 
doing this. He replied that over the last year he bas been 
neutralizing the drummed waste on a regular basis although no 
every 24 or 48 hours because of his other duties required bis 
attention. I asked him if this was the only use of the tank. He 
replied that it was strictly for waste disposal. I asked who bis 
su~ervisors were and he gave me the following: 

Ken and Mark 
Maz Smith-----o 

Pancho----o 

I concluded the interview and left the facility. 
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Mr. Carl Sjoberg 
Los Angeles county 
Department of Public Works ,, r:· 
Waste Management Division ( \ <"· 
2250 Alcazar Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

Dear Mr. Sjoberg: 

RE: Sump Closures at Grow Group, Inc., Commerce, California Facility 

We submit this closure plan for the closure of sumps at our facility located at 2501 Malt Avenue, commerce, California. Figure 1 shows the location of this facility. The plan covers five sumps: 

o caustic collection sump 
o Acid collection sump 
o Water treatment tank 
o Acid spill-containment sump 
o Truck wash sump 

None of these sumps ever contained flammable or combustible liquids. Grow Group wishes to close each of these sumps in place. 

caustic Collection Sump 

The caustic collection sump consists of three rectangular concrete chambers, as shown in Figure 2. The sump, approximately 7.5 feet by 5 feet and 4 feet deep, lies along the northeast side of building 4, the consumer packaging line. A 2-foot square manhole covers each cell. Tank trucks delivering caustic and bleach to the facility discharge at this point into pipe connections for transfer to the caustic and bleach storage tanks. A 6-inch concrete berm contains any spiJlage which may occur during caustic transfer. A floor drain allows the caustic to flow into the sump. The sump is periodically pumped out to the plant treatment system. There is no indication that the caustic sump has ever leaked. 
Specially-installed caustic-resistant concrete covers the bermed area above the caustic sump. This special concrete 
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would have to be replaced if the sumps were removed from the ground. 

Acid Collection sump 

The acid collection sump consists of a 3-foot diameter circular concrete chamber approximately 6.7 feet deep, as shown in Figure 2. A 2-foot diameter manhole covers the sump. Tank trucks delivering acid discharge at this point through pipe connections to the acid storage tanks. A 6-inch concrete berm contains any spillage and channels it to a floor drain which allows the acid to flow into the sump. In addition, a floor drain from the acid-handling area inside the building empties into the sump. The sump is periodically pumped out to the plant treatment system. The integrity of the sump is unknown. 

As in the case of the caustic sump, the special acid-resistant concrete covering the site would have to be replaced if the sump were removed. 

Water Treatment Tank 

Figure 2 also shows the former water treatment tank. The tank, which is approximately 7.6 feet by 5 feet and 12 feet deep, consists of three interconnected rectangular concrete cells. A 2-foot square manhole covers each cell. The floor drains from the caustic area of the consumer products packaging line empty into the first cell. The contents of the first cell are periodically pumped out to the plant treatment system. Effluent from the plant treatment system connects to a tee at the outlet of the third cell and discharges to the sewer. 

Grow Group plans to discontinue placing any free liquids in the cells of the water treatment tank. The piping which connects the building floor drains to the tank will now be connected, through a pump, directly to the plant treatment system. The effluent discharge line will continue to pass through the tank. Closure of the tank in place will allow continued access to this system piping for maintenance and repair. Removing the water treatment tank would destroy this piping. In addition, the city water line which supplies water to the building lies adjacent to the tank area. Removing the tank may damage the city water line. 

Acid Spill-Containment Sump 

The acid spill-containment sump lies south of the consumer products packaging building outside a sulfuric acid storage area. Figure 3 shows the location of this sump. The sump originally collected any occasional spill runoff from the area around the sulfuric acid tank, but that storage tank has been idle for years. The sump now only collects rain water. The sump lies under the pavement and consists of a concrete cell approximately 6 feet square by 6 feet deep. A 2-foot 
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square manhole covers the sump. There exists no indication that the sump ever leaked. Removal of the sump would destroy the surface pavement. 

Truck Wash sump 

The truck wash sump lies under the pavement in the truck maintenance area. Figure 4 shows the location of this sump. The sump collects oily water from truck washing and any drippings from truck maintenance. The sump consists of two rectangular concrete cells approximately 10 feet apart and connected by pipe. One cell is approximately 2 feet square and 1.6 feet deep and covered by a 2-foot square cap. The other cell is 8 feet by 9 feet and 6 feet deep and covered by a 2-foot diameter manhole. 

The larger cell is to be closed. The line connecting the smaller cell to the larger one will be disconnected at the smaller cell. There exists no evidence that this sump ever leaked. Removal of the sump would destroy the overlying pavement and disrupt the truck maintenance operations. 
Test Borings 

Test borings will .be made and soil samples analyzed in order to demonstrate site integrity under each of the sumps. After each sump has been cleaned, as discussed in the sump closure section, the floor of the sump will be penetrated and a sample taken with a modified California sampler at a depth of 2 to 4 feet below the bottom of the sump. The sumps that are divided into cells will have a sample taken from under each cell. 

One background soil sample will be taken from the landscaped area near the front of the administration building. We will also contact the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board to identify any ground-water investigations which have been conducted in-the vicinity of the Grow Group plant. From those investigations, we will determine the approximate ground-water elevation under the Grow Group plant. 
Analysis 

Brass or aluminum liners will be used in the modified California sampler to contain the soil sample. Each liner will be capped with aluminum immediately after removal from the sampler, labelled, and placed in a refrigerated ice chest. The samples will travel under chain-of-custody procedures to a California-certified laboratory. 

The samples taken from under the caustic collection and acid collection sumps, along with the samples from under the water treatment tank, will be analyzed by ion chromatography for sulfates, chlorides, chlorites, and hydroxides. The samples will also be analyzed for pH. The sample from the sulfuric acid spill-containment sump will be analyzed for sulfates and pH. 
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The samples from truck wash area sump will be analyzed for aromatic volatile organics (EPA method 8020), and total petroleum hydrocarbons. 

Results of the site integrity investigation will be reported to the Department of Public Works prior to final filling and closure of the sumps. 

sump Closure 

Each sump will be pumped dry of any standing liquids. Any sludge that may be in the bottoms of the sumps will be removed. The sumps will then be triple-rinsed with a high-pressure spray and pumped out. The first rinse of the acid-collection sump will be using dilute caustic solution, followed by two rinses of clean water. The caustic sump and the water treatment tank will be rinsed first with dilute acid solution followed by two rinses of clean water. The remaining cells of the water treatment tank and the unused acid spill-containment sump will be triple rinsed with clean water. The truck.wash area sump will be triple-rinsed using clean water and detergent. 

Closure will commence after the analytical results of site integrity have been reported to the Department of Public Works. A sand and water mixture will be pumped into each sump, with the exception of the water treatment tank. The manholes over the sand-filled sumps will then be paved. The water treatment tank will not be filled in order to allow maintenance access to the pipes which pass through it. The water treatment tank, through the piping changes previously discussed, will no longer receive free liquids. 

Report 

A final report documenting the site integrity investigation results and sump closure procedures will be prepared and submitted to the Department of Public Works. 

Health and Safety 

All work will be performed under a supervisor who understands the hazardous potential of materials to be handled at this site. In addition, all field personnel will have undergone a 40-hour training class and passed a written examination which exceeds the requirements of the Superfund Amendment and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986, Section 126, "Worker Protection Standards". 

In addition, all work will be carried out in a manner that will not endanger Grow Group employees, the general public or the environment. 
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If you have any questions or comments regarding the sump closure plan, please contact me at (213) 724-6530. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Marti 
Plant Manager 

KM:sg 
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STATE Of CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Go__,. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
107 SOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2380 

NOV 15 1988 

Mr. Kim Marti, Plant Manager 
Groil Group' Inc. 
2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
Ccmnerce, CA 90040 

Dear Mr. Marti: 

REPORl' OF VIOIATIOO AND SCHEJXJLE Fm a:MPLIANCE - CAD085393080 

01 September 12, 1988, the Department of Health services (ms) corducted a 
followup inspection of Grow Group, Incorporated (OOI) , a hazardous waste 
treatment am storage facility lcx::ated at 2501 Malt Avenue, Ccmnerce, in Los 
Angeles COlmty, california. 

'As a result of that inspection, additional am continuing violations of the 
generator requirements am interim status requirements provisions of the 
califo:rnia Health am Safety Code am Title 22, Olapter 30, califo:rnia Code 
of Regulations (22 cal. Code Regs.) were identified. 

'Ibe specified violations am required corrective actions are listed below. 
Locations of hazardous waste management tmits are referenced to tuild.m:3S on 
the property as identified l:7j rn.mtJers on drawing #(D,1-8813, dated 9 /21/88, 
subnitted with OOI's September 29, 1988 letter of information to John Hintoo 
of ms. 

Failure to correct the identified violations within the schedule provided 
below in sectioo II will result in ms takil'g further appi:opi:iate legal 
enforcement action. 

I. SQm:xJLE OF VIOIATIOOS: 

CXlJNI' 1: 22 cal. COde Regs., section 67120 (a). Design am Operation of 
Facility. 

'!his facility was not maintained am operated to minimize the 
possibility of a fire, explosioo, or release of hazardous waste or 
hazardous waste constituents that cool.d threaten human health or 
the envirooment, in that: . 

01 August 10, 1988, am again a1 September 2 am 3, 1988, p.lblic 
safety agerx::ies fCAil'rl it necessary to respcni to the facility as a 
result of releases of toxic fumes fran hazardoos wastes into the 
nearl:7j neighborhoods. Q1 September 2 am 3, 1988, evacuations of 
several thousam residents were neces;ary. '!he Los An]eles COlmty 
Department of Health services (IMD5) reported to ms that the 
source of these fumes was an aCC1mulatia1 of up to 500 drums of 
trichloroisocyanuric acid am scxtimn dichlonrisocyanurate (both of 
which are reactive am flamnable wastes) stored in a three-sided 
shed (Build:in;J # 5) • SCIQe of the CXl'ltainers were reported to have 
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a0Clll'llllatia1 dates in:licatin;J storage for over b.10 years, am. that 
the oontainers were in deteriorated oc:n:litiat. 

At the time of this inspection, the Building # 5 storage area ~ 
the above hazardous wastes had been stored still oantained a layer, 
up to aie half in=h or so thick, of glassy or sticky lookin:J solid 
or nearly solid material which facility representatives 
acknowlecqed was a residue of the same hazardous wastes. 

'1he containment areas arc:um the product storage/process tanks next 
to the back wall of Buildin3' # 4 were not .i.Jrpervious. stains am. 
mineral deposits along the Qlt:side of the back of Buildin3' # 4 
traced the course of past dischazges of wastes. 

'1he containment arourxi b.1o tall unlabeled sodium hydroxide tanks 
south of Buil<iin3' # 4 oantained pooled liquid, awarent].y fran the 
caustic storage tanks: mineral deposits ell.DJ to the Q.11:side of the 
containment wall, in:licatin;J past seepage of liquid wastes throlql 
cracks in that wall. 

Open (uncovered) plastic drums of up to 55 gallon capacity, 
oart:ainin;J wte solid waste labeled as· Tq> Oll.or, a reactive 
material, were stored just oorth of Buildin3' # 2. In the event of 
rainfall, the wastes orul.d have been contacted by, am. reacted 
with, rainwater falling a1 them. 

CllJNI' 2: 22 Cal. Code Regs., sectia, 67257 (c) am. (d). General Operati,n;J 
Requirements for Interim status Facilities. 

Where hazardous waste was oontinualsly fed into a tank, the tank 
was not equiwed with a means to stq> this inflow (e.g. , a waste 
feed cutoff system or bypass system to a starrlby tank). 

Residues arourn the hazardous waste storage tank assooiated with 
the wastewater treatment plant, at the eastem comer of Building # 
4 imicated it had overflC71Jed in the past. 

CXXJNT 3: 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67145. 

( i) After experiencing an aiaergercy reqw.r~ inplementatia, of 
the facility cart:ingerx::y plan, the owner/operator did not bring the 
facility into caopliaooe am. so notify the Department arxi 
&R)Zqriate state am. local authorities before resumin;J operatiais. 

(j) Facility did not subnit to the Department within 15 days the 
required written report of the anergercy irx:idents. 
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IHS has not yet received these reports, am this is a oontinuing 
violatia, tD'lti.l OOI sutnd.ts such a report for each cxx::asion that 
necessitated implementaticn of ocmtingency plans. 

CXXlNI' 4: 22 cal. COde Regs., Sectia, 66388 (b)(l). '1he CMner/operator of 
the facility tuilt am operated hazardous waste pi:ooesses that are 
not described in the Noverltler 17, 1980 Part A permit awlication 
without notifyirx] the Department prior to oonstruction/operation, 
in that: 

'Ibe wastewater treatment tanks to the east of arl.ld.in;J #4 are not 
mentialed in the Part A, am the facility did not sutmit to the 
Department arrt notification describirg the dlanges prior to 
installation. OOI' s description ( in its variarx,e request) of the 
p.rocess used in these tanks indicates that the wastes treated are 
RCRA regulated (reactive) ; treatment involves oxidation reduction 
reactioos am/or heating of the reacting wastes (not ooly 
elementary neutralizatia,) ; am toxic gas may be produced in the 
event of p.rocess upset. 

'Ihe drum storage area next to arl.ld.in;J # 2 is designated by the 
Part A plot plan as ''Pallet storage", not as a hazardous waste 
storage area. Containers of hazardous wastes stored there sllC7Ned 
labels fran Georgia-Pacific corporation (GPC). Facility 
representatives stated that nothing had been received fran GPC 
since the ownership change in 1986. '!his indicates the materials 
had been stored at least two years. Facility representatives 
acknowl~ these materials were waste at the time of the 
inspection. '!he Department has yet to receive the required 
notification of the charx:JEd use of this area. 

Durirg the September 12, 1988 inspectia,, OOI representatives 
stated that a,e of the tanks in the tank farm next to arl.ld.in;J # 2 
was beirg used to store waste bleach (a hazardous waste) before it 
was pi:,~ through the wastewater treatment plant. '!his use of 
the units in the tank farm is not described in the Part A, am the 
Department has yet to receive the required notification. 

'lhe drum storage area adjacent to the southwest side of Building# 
5, ~ used hydraulic oil was stored, is not described in the 
Part A, am the Department has not received the required notice 
relative to this new hazardous waste management unit. 

Drawirg #CXM-8813 disclosed a waste tank ( described by aoother 
drawirg dated 7 /27 /88 as an oil water separator) located ootside 
Buildirg # 2. '!his also is not described in the Part A, am the 
Department has yet to be notified of its existence am size, am 
what wastes are stored/treated in it. 
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Drawing #<X:M-8813 also sl'lows ''Returns storage" in a srra.11 warehouse 
structure ( Building # 3) , with additiooal. ootatioos of ''Hazardous 
Returns storage" arxi Hazardous waste storage". 'lhe Deparbnent has 
not received the required notif icatioo relative to this tmi t. 

axm 5: 22 cal. Code Regs. , Section 664 71. Hazardous waste Detennination 
Requirement for the Generator. 

OOI failed to determine if eadl waste stored in the yard just north 
of Building# 2 is listed as a hazardous waste in Article 9 or has 
a characteristic of hazardous waste as defined t7j Article 11 of 22 
cal. CCXie Regs. ' in that: 

\tl1el'l questicned t7j ms inspectors, catplny representatives stated 
they did not know what additives OOI uses in the exx>ling tower on 
the north side of Building # 4, which was discharging liquid to the 
yard surface. 

'Ibey also did not know what wastes the oil water separator tank 
adjacent to the north side of Building# 4 treated, or what ki.m of 
oil was in the open drum marked "(Hazardous) waste Qtly'' next to 
these tmits. 

axm 6: 22 cal. Code Regs., section 67243 (a). Management of COntainers. 

Containers holding hazardous wastes were not kept clooed during 
storage, except when it was necessary to aai or rem:,ve waste, in 
that: 

An open dnml labeled "Waste Q"lly," partly full of oil (a Califonri.a 
regulated hazardous waste) stood next to a rack of supply oils 
north of Building # 5. 'lllere were no employees within sight of it, 
arxi oo cover for a drum anywhere near it. 

axm 7: 22 cal. Code Regs., Section 67246. Special Requireltents for 
Ignitable or Reactive Waste. 

'lbe reactive wastes (trichlaroisocyanuric acid arrl sodium 
dichl.oroisocyanurate) that had been stored in. Building # 5 had been 
stored less than 50 feet fran the property line. 

cnJNl' 8: 22 Cal. Code Regs., Section 67247 (c). Special Requi.renents for 
Incanpa.tible Wastes. 

sane of the drun5 cartaining wastes that were stored just north of 
Building# 2 were labeled as cartaining sulfuric acid (33 percent 
or 93 pett:ent) , Top Oller, sodium thiosulfate 60 percent, 
fonnaldehyde 37 percent, or other (l.D'llabeled) materialsjwastes. 
'lhese i.nxq)atible wastes were not separated or protect.Erl fran one 
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arx,thez- by any dike, benn, wall, or other device. 

II. SCHEDJIE KR CXERFC']:Qi: 

Based al GGI's representatians that it wishes to seek a reclassificati<X'l 
to the status of hazardcus waste generator <X'lly, OOI JIBY dloose ale of 
the foll~ two catplianoe altematives: 

(A) oontinue to operate this facility as a hazardous waste treatment am 
storage facility (TSF), or 
(B) close the facility as a TSF am opezate it in the future as a 
hazardous waste generator cl'll.y. 

Should OOI choose al temati ve (A) , it l'lllSt subnit a written report by 
December 15, 1988, which describes in detail the actians OOI has taken, 
or will take to aocatplish, at least, all of folle1tli.rg, inclu1irg a time 
schedule for .ilrplementati<X'l: 

1. Minimize the possibility of a fire, explosiai, or any unplanned, 
stnien or :rxn-su1den release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste 
constituents (dust, liquid, or toxic gas) to air, soil, or surface 
water, whidl oculd threaten J:ruman health or the envircnnent. '1hese 
actions shall inclme b.lt oot be limited to: 

Prepare am inplement a schedule of inspectiai for each hazardous 
waste management unit, inclu1irg ocnlitians to be looked for, am 
schedules for corrections of any hazards, deteriorati<X'l or leaks 
fran units or oauponents. Provisi<X'l l'lllSt also be DBde for ensuril'X] 
documentati<X'l of any necessary co:crective measures. 

Reference: 22 Cal. COde Regs., Cl'l8pter 30, Secti<X'l 67120 am Articles 
24 am 2s. 

2. a,tain am install high level sensors am visible or audible alarms 
al the oil water separator tanks, the wastewater treatment/storage 
tanks east of Buil~ # 4, am the hazm:dals waste storage tank 
reported to be in use in the tank fann. '1hese sensors/alarm; shall 
be set am operated to ensure that there is sufficient freetoard in 
each tank at all times to prevent their overflowil'X]. Each tank 
shall also be equiwed with a waste feed cutoff system, if 
hazardous waste is cait.imuJsly fed into the tank. You are also 
directed to establish a daily iuspectiai schedule that incluies 
ooti.1'X] the level of waste in each hazardous waste storage/ 
treatment tank. 

Reference: 22 Cal. COde Regs., sectians 67257 (c) am (d), am 67104 

3. Prepare am subnit to this office, a separate written report 
CXX'lta.inin:J details of each oocurrerx:,e Sime January 1, 1986, for 
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which assistance by a p.lblic safety agercf was required to deal 
with the :release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents 
into the air, soil or surface water, or for 'Which the facility 
oontingency plan had to be implemented. '1he Ieports shall each 
in::lude, tut not be limited to: 

(a) Name, address, am teleplOl'le number of the owner or operator. 
(b) Name, address, am teleplOl'le number of the facility. 
(c) Date, time, am type of ilx:ident (e.g., fire, uncx,ntrollai 

:release of toxic gas, etc. ) . 
(d) Name(s) am quantity(ies) of material(s) involved. 
(e) '1he extent of injuries to employees am/or others, if arrt• 
( f) An assessment of actual or potential hazards to human health 

or the envirornnent, if this is awlicable. 

A description of the actions taken by the owner/operator of the 
facility to contain am/or recover arrt :release of hazardous waste, 
am to mitigate its effects on human health am the envirornnent. 
Estimated quantity am disposition of :recovered material that 
resulted fran the ilx:ident. 
A copy of the revised oontingency plan, if the plan was revised 
because it failai duri.rxJ the ilx:ident. 

Reference: 22 Cal. Code Regs., Section 67145 (i) am (j). 

4. Prepare am subnit to this office a revised Part A permit 
awlication containing at least the following: (A copy of the 
required forms am instructiais are attached) • 

1) '1he latitooe am lorgitooe of the facility. 

2) 'Ihe legal nane, address, am telE!p'l(Jne number of (ea.ch) owner 
or operator of the facility, past am present, am their 
agents for service, if awlicable. 

3) A description of the nature of the rusiness. 
4) An inlication of whether the facility is new or existi.rxJ, am 

whether it is a first or revised awlication. Include 
sufficient documentatioo to show that all proposed treatment, 
storage, or disposal activities v.ie:re operatirg by November 19, 
1980. ('Ihe Part A awlication subnitted by Georgia-Pacific 
corporation alooe does not provide sufficient information to 
meet this requirement. 

5) A descriptioo of each of the processes am/or tmi ts to be used 
for treatirg stori.rxJ or disposi.rxJ of hazardous waste, the 
design capacity of each of these items, am the length of time 
hazardals waste is retained in the tmit before it is~-
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6) 'Ihe specific identity of each hazardous waste to be treated, 
stared, or disposed at the facility: an estimate of the 
quantity of each waste to be treated, stored, or disposai 
annually: am a general descriptia1 of the process used, or to 
be used, for each sudl waste. 

7) A CXJlf1f of art/ waste disdlm:ge permit or permit to constntt 
am operate which other looal or state agencies have issued to 
this facility. 

8) A topogzapli.c map exterm.rq one mile beyom the property 
lxA.lmaries or site depictiBj the facility: each of its 
hazardous waste treatment, storage or disposal facilities: if 
awlicable, eadl well where fluids f:ran the facility are 
injected urxiergrourxl: each brl.ldi.rg am its use; am springs, 
other water bodies am all wells ( in use or abarxkxled) , 
incll.ni.ng those used for dri.nkin,; water, irrigation, am oil 
am gas ext:ractia, listed in plblic records or othmwise knc7wn 
to the applicant within one fourth mile of the facility 
property boumal:y. 

9) A scale drawin3' of the facility showing the locatia, of all 
past, present, am future hazardous waste treatment, storage, 
am disposal areas. Incl\Xie detail drawmJs am descriptiais 
of eadl hazardous waste management unit as necessary to fully 
describe tanks am/or oootaiment structures, includirg 
materials of oaistructiai am liners, m:m.toring equipnent, 
am oantrol ard alam systens. 

• 10) Rlot:ograp-lS of the facility clearly delineating all existing 
structures; existing hazardous waste treatment, storage, am 
disposal areas: am sites of future treatment, storage, am 
disposal areas. 

11) A za,ing map of the area showing the za,ing am lam uses for 
property within 2000 feet of the facility. 

'Ihe applicatioo shall incl\Xie canplete infomatioo relevant to at least 
the follC7t.lirg units or areas: 

1) Buildi.rg # 5, where reactive wastes were recently stored. 

2) '1he oil water separator unit north of Buildi.rg I 4. 

3) '1he wastewater treatment plant, incll.ni.ng all tanks used to 
store or treat the waste, rrM or in the past. 

4) '1he drum storage area adjacent to Buildi.rg # 5 where used 
hydraulic oil was stored. 
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5) '1he container storage area north of Buildin;J # 2, where toth 
full am enpty oantainers were stored. 

6) '1he waste tank adjacent to the south ca:ner of Buildin;J # 2. 

7) '1he umergroord tanks ( clarifiers) shown as neutralizatiai 
tmits on the Novent>er 17, 1980 Part A within am/or east of 
Buildin;J # 4. 

8) '!he urnergram storage tanks at the west oo:rner of Buil<ti.nJ # 
4, shown bj the Navent>er 17, 1980 Part A. 

9) Buil<ti.nJ # 3, where hazardous returns am hazardous wastes are 
stored. 

5. Olaracterize each type (group of oantainers ocntaining ~y 
identical material) of containerized waste stored at this facility, 
am sul:nit to this office bj November 15, 1988 a written repoxt of 
the actia,s taken or to be taken to characterize each type of waste . 
prior to disposal. '1hese actioos IlllSt incltde at least: 

1) '1he parameters for which each hazardous waste will be analyzed 
am the reasons for selecting those parameters (i.e. , how 
analysis for these parameters will provide sufficient 
informatiai oo the waste's properties to enable the facility 
to manage the waste safely am in accordance with the 
regulatia,s) • 

2) '1he test methods that will be used to test for these 
parameters. 

3) '1he manner of the sanplirg am sanple management of wastes am 
other materials, including sanplirg, plarmirq methodology, 
equipnent, sanple pt:ocessirg, documentatiai, arxl custody 
pt:ooedures. '1hese methods shall either be as described in 
''Test Methods for the Eval.uatioo of solid waste, Physical/ 
01emi.cal Methods", SW-846, 2nd Blitiai, U.S. Envirannental 
Protectioo }ql!!!rcy, 1982: or an equivalent methcd. 

4) If the subject wastes have been disposed of, incltm in your 
:t:E!pO'lt canplete informatioo cxmoemi.rg the dispositioo of each 
type of waste - the type am mmt, the pt:ocess of 
c::haracterizatioo, the date of dispositiai, the oaaplete name 
am aah:'ess of the perscn(s) or firm(s) that hardled the 
waste, am the transporter am disposal facility, am a copy 
of the ocmpleted manifest, if awlicable. 
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Reference: 22 cal. Code Regs., section 67102. 

6. Ilmaiiately establish a weekly (or oftener) inspection schedule for 
the container storage areas. a:ntitions to be looked for ancl 
ackiressed include tut are rx,t limited to: 

a) Containers rx,t displayinJ ''Hazardous waste" labels 
b) I.eakmJ or open containers (containers of liquid Il'llSt be 

sealed) 
c) Containers wtx:,se contents are rx,t clearly identified 
d) Containers that do rx,t show an acx:unulatiai startirg date, ancl 
e) Adequate aisle space to ensure ready acx:ess to all containers in 

the event of an emergency. 

Include in your ccq>liance report a copy of a ccq>leted inspectioo log 
sheet for ead1 of the above inspection schedules, and the written 
instructions for c:x:nhlctim such inspections, if separate fran the log 
sheets. 

Reference: 22 cal. Code Regs., sections 67104 am 67243 (a). 

7. Provide this office with a written report detailirXJ the actions 
taken, or to be taken, to rerrove the residues of hazardous waste 
fran the floor of BuildirXJ # 5, and to ensure that the renDVal. does 
IDt cause a hazard to hunan heal th or the environment. Include 
details of ~lirXJ am analysis of the floor or wipe samples 
am/or urxierlyirXJ soil which will canfinn carplete :renr:,val of all 
significant deposits of hazardous waste. 

Reference: 22 cal. Code Regs., sections 67246 am california Health and 
Safety Code, Section 25189 ( d) • 

a. En.sure that containers of wastes that are iroanpatible with other 
wastes stored nearby are separated fran the other materials, or 
protected fran them by neans of a dike, benn, wall, or other 
device. Inclooe a a:,py of the design drawirq.; for arrt construction 
necessary to carply with this requirement, if 8R)licable. 

Reference: 22 cal. Code Regs., Section 67247 am 67102. 

If OOI chooses Option (B), to operate this facility as a hazardous waste 
generator only, it DllSt trirXJ the facility into full cx:aplian::ie with all 
of the generator requirements as specified in 22 cal. Code Regs. , 
Article 6, incluclu¥J, tut rx,t limited to, the refei::euced provisions in: 

Article 11 (hazardous waste determinatioo) , 
Article 19 (preparedness am preventioo), 
Article 20 ( cx:nti.ngerx:y plan arrl emergency proarin-es) , 
section 67105 (persa,nel trainin';J), arrl 
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Sectiai 67106 (general requirements for ignitable, reactive or 
irv ■111atible wastes) , am 

sutmi.t to this office by DecermJer 1, 1988, a written report of actioos taken 
or to be taken, to oanply with items J, am 5 through a, inc:::luding a time 

- schedule for .inplementatioo. 

In this case, a:;:r JDJSt cease all treatment of hazardous wastes, and not store 
arty hazardous wastes for nm-e than 90 days, or receive arty hazardous wastes 
fran off site, am llllSt immediately initiate closure of all treatment, 
storage, am disposal units at this facility in aocordaooe with a closure 
plan a:R]I'OVed by this Department, as descri.bed in the foll~ paragrapl. 

In aalitia1 to the actialS in aocordaooe with either alternative described 
above, 001 IIIJSt prepare am sul::lnit to this office by [)en;nJ,lpr 15, 1988 , a 
closure/post closure plan for the facility's hazardous waste management units 
'wirlch addresses eaC'h of the hazardous waste management units, both past am 
present, at this facility, ioolu:lirg bit not limited to both wnergraJl'Xi 
tanks am abovegroorn tanks, container storage areas, am arty areas of soil 
known or suspected to be cxntaminated with hazardous wastes or hazardous 
waste constituents f:ran this facility, whether they are inside the facility 
or ootside the property boumaries. SUCh closure/post closure plan( s) 1lllSt 
ioolme a detailed descriptia1 of the actions taken or to be taken to 
closejrel!Dve the unit(s) am to ensure that all CX>Iltaminated soil, tanks, 
am/or equipnent were/Will be decontaminated or rem:wed in aocordaooe with 
~licable provisioos of 22 Cal. Q>de Regs. , Articles 23, 24, and 25. 

All :ceports sutmitted in respa,se to the above directives shall ioolme a 
certificatia1 cxnt:ainirg the language in 22 Cal. axle Regs., Sectioo 66373 
(d), signed by a :cespousible officer of the oorporatia1, as specified in 
Sectial 66373. 

'lhe Department will ocn1uct an inspectia1 of your facilities to verify 
oanpliaooe. 

'llle iSS1.laJ'K:le of this .Report of Violatia, am SChedule for catpliaooe does not 
precll.de ms fran t:akinJ aalitiaial administrative, civil, or criminal actia1 
as a result of the violatiaJS mted herein. 
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If you have any questions, please c:cntact Roy 'lhielkirg at ( 213) 620 3044. 

En::losures 

IH:::Rl': oi 

oc: William SOo Hoo 
Enforoemetrt: Q:lordinator 

Sin:lerely, 

!)J 
David M. Cllase, Actin} Cllief 
surveillance arn Enforoemeirt: Unit 
Regicm 3 (Ia; Angeles) 
Toxic sutstances 0:xitrol Divisicm 

Hazardous waste Enforcemeirt: Unit 
Toxic sutstances control Divisioo 
714/744 P street 
P.O. Box 942732 
sao:moent:o, CA 94234-7320 

Lan:y Matz 
surveillance arxi Enforcement secticm 
Toxic sutstances 0:xrt.rol Di visiat 
714/744 P street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sao:moento, CA 94234-7320 

Anastacio Medina, Cllief 
Hazardous waste cart.rol PrOJlam 
lJJs ~es Comtty 
Department of Heal th Services 
2615 sooth Gram Avenue 
IDs An;Je].es CA 90007 

steve JaDISa'l 
u. s. Environmental. Protecticm >qercy 
215 FJ:emart: St:J:eet (T-2-4) 
san Francisco, CA 94105 

Jercy Neece 
Manager, EhVircnnental En;Jineerin;J 
Grow Group, In::. 
11641 Pike Stl:eet 
santa Fe ~, CA 90670 
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ex:: DcuJ D.Ittal 
Georgia-Paci.fie CbrpOratiai 
133 P...achrt:ree street 
P.O. Bax 105605 
Atlanta, GA. 30348-5605 

Certified Mail 
P-477 092 018 
Return Receipt Requesta:i 

bx:: Bill carter 
Dep.rty District Attorney 
Ios An;Jeles CQmty 
Enviroornental Crimes/OOHA Enforcement 
320 West 'Ierrple Sb:eet 
Ios An;Jeles, CA 90012 

Antoinette Cordero 
Deparb'!lent of Justice 
Office of the Attomey General 
3580 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Argeles, CA 90010 
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NEUTRALIZATION PROCEDURE FOR TRICHLORO-S 
TRIAZINETRIONE 

EQUIPMEt(T 

o:6000 Gallon tank equipped with aeration and mixer o Respirator for any potential chlorine fumes 

CHEMI_CAL REACTIONS 

NaOCL + 
sodium 

hypochlorite 

PROCEDURE 

c13cYA - trichloro-s-triazinetrione 

CYA = cyanuric a·cid = C3N3o3 

------~ 6 NaOCl + 3 N2 + 6 CO2 
H20 

Na2 ~o3 
soaium 
sulfite 

-------~ NaCl 
salt 

+ Na2 ~o4 
SOCl.l.Uifl 
sulfate 

1. Weigh the amount of TCCA waste to be neutralized. 2. Fill the outdoor neutralization tank to approximately 3000 gal. with warm water. 
3. Add a quantity of soda ash (Na co) equal to 1.1 times 

the weight of TCCA. The resultint3pH should be in excess of 10.0, if not, add more soda ash in 25 lb. increments until the desired pH is reached. 
4. Mix until dissolved. 
5. Slowly add the waste TCCA in 25 lb. increments 
6. Mix until all the material is dissolved. 
7. Weigh out a quantity of sodium sulfite equal to 1.6 times the weight of the TCCA waste. 
8. Slowly add the sodium sulfite in 25 lb. increments. 
9. Mix until all materials are dissolved. 

10. Sample the solution and analyze for pH and available chlorine. 11. Make any required adjustments before discharging to the sewer system. 
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GENERATOR CHECKL! ST 

Oate 

Headqua_rters 

EPA No. CA..iJ (Jj'J 3?!Jt?t5zJ 
Generator Name ~Eo1Z01A - ,PAC/,r'/<!.., 

Street Address City County 

County Code No. ---~/___,·[ ______ _ Person(s) Present 

(Area Code) Phone No. (Area Code) Phone No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Last Name 

DBAs 
Parent Com£~ (AKAs/~s) 

i . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

O·~·nershio 

firs l Hame ,4-r!JJ)/l..t_.-'{~ Position 

&J 4-r L-f-7/ a 0 e o ruo 1 ,1 -----------

- . 
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Yes So N/A 
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3. g 

4. X 

5. 
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Generator shall determine if waste generated is hazardous. 
(Section 66471, California Administrative Code (CAC).) 

Generator shall apply for and receive an Enviromental 
Protection Agency identification number (EPA ID No.) and 
shall not treat, store or dispose of, transport or offer 
for transportation hazardous waste without having an EPA 
IO No. (Sections 66472 (a) and (d), CAC.) 

Generator shall not offer hazardous waste to transporters 
or to treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) facilities 
that do not have an EPA ID No. (Section 66472 (c), CAC.) 

Generator may accumulate hazardous waste on site for 
(JO •!Jys or less provided that: 

a. ~aste is in containers and generator complies with 
Article 24 (Container Use/Management), or waste is in 
tanks and generator complies with Article 25 (Tank 
~!anagement). (Section 66508 (a) (1), CAC.) 

b. Date each period of accumulation begins is clearly 
marked and visible for inspection on each container. 
(Section 66508 (a) (2), CAC.) 

c. Each container/tank labeled/marked clearly with 
"Hazardous waste" and additional labeling require
ments of Section 66508 (c), CAC (see No. 6 below). 
(Section 66508 (a) (3), CAC.) 

d. Generator complies with Articles 19 (Preparedness and 
Prevention) and 20 (Contingency Plan and Emergency 
Procedures), and Section 67105 (Personnel Training). 
(Section 66508 (a) (4), CAC.) 

If ge11erator accumulates hazardous waste for more· than 
90 days, he is subject to Articles 17 through 32 as a 
storage facility unless he has been granted an extension 
by tl:P Department. (Section 66508 (b), CAC.) 

- , •,. ·-.· - .... .. 
r, ~-.c.- ·•;,:~..,-..,. .., ........... . 



f-'irst Rou~h Draft 

Yes !-lo N/:\ ? 

o. X. 
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All nonstationary containers of hazardous wastes shall 
be labeled with the following information: 

a. Composition and physical state of waste. (Section 
66508 ( c) ( l) , CAC. ) 

b. Statement(s) calling attention to hazardous properties 
of the waste. (Section 66508 (c) (2), CAC.) 

c. Name and address of waste producer. (Section 66508 
( c) ( 3) , CAC . ) 

Generator shall prepare and submit to the Department a 
Biennial Report by March 1 of each even-numbered year, 
which covers generator activities during the previous 
calendar year and includes the following information: 

a. Generator's EPA ID No., name, and address. (Section 
66493 (a) (1), CAC.) 

b. Calendar years covered by report. (Section 66493 (a) 
( 2), CAC.) 

c. EPA ID No., name, and address for each off-site TSD 
facility and/or foreign facility to which waste was 
shipped. (Section 66493 (a) (3), CAC.) 

d. Each transporter's name and EPA ID No. (Sect ion 66493 
( a ) ( 4) , CAC . ) 

e. Description, California hazardous waste category 
nwnber, Department of Transportation (DOT) hazard 
class, and quantity of each waste shipped. (Section 
66493 (a) (5), CAC.) 

f. Certification signed by generator/authorized 
representative. (Section 66493 (a) (6), CAC.) 

Generator shall retain a copy of each Biennial Report and 
Exception Report for at least three years. (Section 66492 
(b), CAC.) 

Generator shall retain records of any test results, waste 
analyses, or other rleterminations for at least three years. 
(Section 66492 (c), CAC.) 

-
. ~ . ··• 

_: •. _:.llf. :.-.... _; ::;.:.·: .... ,- •• 

- -<, :: 

·, ,. :.., , . .-.~- ... _,..!__... .,. . ., - . _,. ... . ..... . .. ~ ........ ;: 
-~; ... :.~~-:;-~;~{:_::;-~--;. ..... ~~~-1.::-:_'1~: <=-··-\--p .•. -_;_,!•,.---.~- ~-'"• _.;., ....... 

.. . . -~ -::--,r• ._,..,_,.,...,, . .::: .... f ~--..,.": .... _. 



r 1 r s t t\ o t 1 g h U r :1 t l 

Yes ~o S/ ,; 
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7. X 
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Generator prepares a manifest prior to transporting waste 
off site. (Section 66480 (a), CAC.) 

Generator designates on manifest 
desired, one alternate facility. 
and ( c) , CAC. ) 

one facility and, if 
(Sections 66480 (b) 

All applicable sections of e~ch manifest shall be accurately, 
completely, and legibly filled out. (Section 66481 (b), 
CAC.) 

~a □ ifest contains the required information: 

a. Manifest document number. (Section 66482 (a) (1), 
CAC.) 

b. Generator's name, mailing address, telephone number, 
and EPA ID No. (Section 66482 (a) (2), CAC.) 

c. Name and EPA ID No. of transporter. 
(a) ( 3) , CAC. ) 

(Section 66482 

d. Same, address, and EPA ID No. of designated/alternate 
facility. (Section 66482 (a) (4), CAC.) 

e. DOT description of waste. (Section 66482 (a) (5), CAC.) 

f. To ta l q u a n t i t y o f w a s t e,, type , a n d numb e r o f con ta i n e rs . 
(Section 66482 (a) (6), CAC.) 

Generator completes the generator and waste section, 
signs the manifest certification, obtains the required 
signatures, and distributes copies as specified. 
(Sections 66484 (a) through (d), CAC.) 

Generator sends copies of manifest to 
within 30 days of shipment of waste. 
and 25160 (b), CAC.) 

the Department 
(Sections 66484 (f) 

Generator determines the status of waste if copy of 
manifest ts not received 35 days after shi_pn:ient. (Section 
66.'..84 (~). Cr\C.) 

Generator submits an Exception Report if copy of manifest 
ts not received within 45 days of shipment. (Section 66484 
( g), CAC.) 

~ - - ..... -::- · .• .,.-. . ·-, . , - - .. ~ -=-
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Generator retains copies of manifests for at least three 
years. (Section 66492 (a), CAC.) 

Any person importing/exporting hazardous waste into/out of 
the State from/to a foreign country shall comply with 
manifesting and notification requirements. (Section 66515, 
CAC.) 

--<-.' ---"'·.a.--_-,.:i ...._.;;..._ .... -,.,~:_:~--~ .-...... 3" : -~ ... ~.:;:...--:.. :... .. ~..; 7' •• ,.,.-,-: ---: • .., 
- - 4 : -- -· - , •••• 

.-.-. _-.. ~-· --~ .,.-,""( # -· ·•-•-, 

- --- - . ,: ' 
" ........... ·- -- .. - .,:: ... ,,.- ... -- ~-- . 



Yes No N/A ? 

I. 

2. X. 

, 
J. 

4. )( 

s. X 
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Preparedness and Prevention 

All faciliti~s shall have: 

a. An internal co~nunication/alarm system; 

b. A two-way communication device for summoning emergency 
assistance; 

c. Fire control, spill control, and decontamination 
system; and 

d. ~ater at adequate volume and pressure for foam-
producing equipment. (Section 67121, CAC.) 

All emergency systems and equipment shall be properly 
tested and maintained. (Section 67122, CAC.) 

All personnel handling hazardous wastes shall have 
immediate access to communications/alarms systems. 
(Section 67123, CAC.) 

Owner/operator shall maintain adequate aisle space to 
allow the unobstructed movement of personnel and equipment 
in an emergency. (Section 66124, CAC.) 

Owner/operator shall attempt to make arrangements with 

local emergency response agencies to familiarize them 
with the facility layout/operations and the nature of 
potential hazards/injuries; any refusal by State/local 
authorities to enter into any agreements shall be docu
mented by owner/operator. (Section 67126, CAC.) 

• ~- .. -: . ,,._._ .... r-.;.;.· ~-
··- ...... -- ...... ~ •. -.-,e ~ ~ .. ...:. ,I, .. --· 
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Training 

facility personnel shall sucessfully complete a program 
of classroom instruction/on-the-job training directed 
by a person trained in hazardous waste management pro
cedures; program shall be designed to ensure that facility 
personnel are able to respond effectively to emergencies 
by familiarizing them with emergency procedures, equipmen~, 
and systems. (Section 67105 (a), CAC.) 

Facility personnel shall complete training program six 
months after employment/assignment date and shall not 
work 1n unsupervised positions without completing 
training. (Section 67105 (b), CAC.) 

facility personnel shall take part in an annual review 
of training. (Section 67105 (c), CAC.) 

facility owner/operator shall maintain the following 
docwnents/records at facility: 

a. The job title and name of employee for each position 
related to hazardous waste management; 

b. A written description of each position; 

c. A written training plan for each position; and 

d. Records documenting that training requirements have 
been met. (Section 67105 (d), CAC.) 

Training records shall be maintained until closure of 
facility(for current employees) or for at least three 
years (for former employees). (Section 67105 (e), CAC.) 

,.· ·- ~ ... ...,, ··•- . . ~:.. - . ,.,._. ~- .::- .. -·"'.. --~~:-~~--::~i ~.i;~-d:-~;~·::~~~:f ~~--- ~--- ~d~.~ .. ~ · --~:. · ... _·_... __ .. 



Yes ? 

I. y 

2. 

:.L 

4. 

5. 

" 
6. 

7. 

e. 

Contingen.9'_ Plan/Emergency Procedures 

Each owner/operator has a contingency plan. 
67104 (a), CAC.) 

ITsc-101 

(Section 

The contingency plan describes the actions facility 
personnel must take in response to emergencies. 
(Section 67141 (a), CAC.) 

The plan descibes arrangements with local agencies, 
hospitals, and contractors. (Section 67141 (c), CAC.) 

The plan lists names, addresses, and phone numbers of 
emergency coordinators. (Section 67141 (d), CAC.) 

The plan includes a list of all emergency equipment 
including the locations, description, and capabilities 
of each item. (Section 67141 (e), CAC.) 

The plan contains evacuation procedures and routes. 
(Section 67141 (f), CAC.) 

Copies of the contingency plan are maintained at the 
facility and distributed to local emergency response 
agencies. (Section 67142, CAC.) 

The emergency coordinator is thoroughly familiar with 
the facility, it's operation p~an, and contingency 
plan, and has the authority to commit the resources 
needed to carry out the contingency plan. (Section 
6 7144, CAC. ) 

-.-• ··- ·----.----·~ .. ·•, . ,.,,._:·--:--· 
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- 3. X 

4. X 
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Containers 

The owner/operator uses a container that is compatible 
with the waste to be stored. {Section 67242, CAC.) 

The owner/operator inspects ~ontainer storage areas at 
least weekly. (Section 67244, CAC.) 

Incompatible wastes are oot placed in the same containers. 
(Section 67243 (a), CAC.) 

Hazardous waste is not placed in an unwashed container 
that previously held an incompatible waste or material. 
(Section 67242 (b), CAC.) 

.·•--: 
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5. X 

6. :,<:.. 
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T.mks 

Hazardous wastes or treatment reagents are not placed in 
a tank if they could shorten the intended service life of 
the tank. (Section 67257 (b), CAC.) 

The owner/operator inspects daily the discharge control 
equipment, monitoring data, and the level of waste in 
each tank. (Sections 67259 (a) (I), (2), and (3), CAC.) 

The owner/operator inspects, at least weekly, tank and 
discharge confinement, structure constructions, and 
materials. (Sections 67259 (a) (4) and (5), CAC.) 

Ignitable or reactive wastes are not placed in a tank 
unless precautions are taken to prevent reactions. 
(Section 67261 (a), CAC.) 

Incompatible wastes are not placed in the same tanks. 
(Sectio~ 67262 (a), CAC.) 

Hazardous waste is not placed in an unwashed tank that 
previously contained.an incompatible waste or material. 
(Section 67262 (b), CAC.) 

-- ..... ·. :-. ... ~-.,... -- ... . - ·•- --... - . ,.. . 
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r_(i~pection Tour 

The generator packages, labels, placards, and masks each 
p~ckage in accordance with Title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Sections 172, 173, 178, and 179, before 
transporting hazardous waste or offering ·hazardous waste 
for transportation off site. (Section 66504, CAC.) 

The generator may accumulate hazardous waste on site for ·90 days or less provided that: 

a. Each container is marked with the start of the 
accumulation date (Section 66508 (a) (2), CAC); 

~ Each container and tank is labeled "Hazardous waste" (_/ (Section 66508 (a) (3), CAC); ;ind 

c. Eath nonstationary container is labeled with the 
composition and physical state, a statement or 
statements identifying the particular hazardous 
properties, and the name and address of the generator. 
(Section 66508 (c), CAC.) 

The owner/operator maintains adequate aisle space. 
(Section 67124, CAC.) 

The owner/operator transfers waste from a container that 
is in poor condition or leaking to one that is in good 
condition. (Section 67241, CAC.) 

Each container is closed during storage and managed so 
as not to rupture or leak. (Section 67243, CAC.) 

Containers holding ignitable or reactive wastes are 
located at least 15 meters from the facility's property 
line. (Section 67246, CAC). 

Each container holding waste is separated from other 
incompatible wastes or materials. (Section 67247 (c), 
CAC.) 

Uncovered tanks are operated to maintain 60 centimeters 
of freeboard or arc provided with an alternate contaiment 
structure. (Section 67257 (c), CAC.) 

. ... ..... , .. ·.- -- . -- -- . 
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'I. 

IO. 

Continuously fed tanks shall be equipped with a ~aste 
feed cutoff or bypass system. (Section 67257 (d), CAC.) 

Covered tanks used to treat or store ignitable or reactive 
~astes comply with the buffer zone requirements of the 
NFPA "Flammable and Combustible Liquids Codes". 
(Section 67261 (b), CAC.) 
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I NATERIALS INCIDENT~-", 1T 

LA-: 
DATE: J/3O/88 TK OUT: 0309 AT saNE: 0335 AVAL: 0450 HAZMAT IC.•~ 1tf 87-25 
CHEF: Jansen EJIJ.C0.: __ 50 ___ HA2MAT SQ:_ .. 81,,&,7 __ _ AOO. lltJTS: HM 105 & E-89 
ftCl>ENT LOCATIJN: ___ 2a;;4~2~5~Ma.=.=.la.t ___ C;:;.:-0=4i=lie:,:r~c:;:i;.e _______ _ 

RESPONSIBLE PARTY:--w;GtwCN...,Gi.i.,-u.l"l,11,1JP~, ..,1!.ua,_c_, -------------AOORESS: _______________________ _ 

COMPAN'I REP: ___ Bul=ma=rr..:o .... Ragp==a.s _______________ _ 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

""ATERIAL NAME 

r.H1' (R Tffl:' I"! A e 

HAZ CAT TEST 
ANALYSIS 

PERSCJHl. a.ASS 

DOT• f & i nv~ PH 
0 D s PPM 

Iv 

f % 
G 

~ N-OlfT Cl>OR Fll11«3 
0 

TM TM 

FLASH BOL VAPOR 
POffl POffl DENS 

PH Fl.AM sot 0XY COt13 

AOUCES R[Q. 

TVP£ ·ICl>DCT 
SPl.L □ FIR£ D 
L£NC. □ STOR£J> □ 
Dll-F □ ono_ 

SPEC • LE. UEl. 704H 
GRAV HF RS 

. 
QI.OR PER-

TOXIC 0)(1)£ 

l+IIJt. NN-£ / I) 
L£YEL IN OUT . EQUPt ENT USED HEAi.TM n-:t~r ru,~r, I ft• ft-

1ST it 
2ND IN 

-BACICI.P 
- .DRIVER 

CAPT 

... -----... ,..~ ~-~ 

E:VANS 
DYKES 
IJt,-l"IN 

CONTI 

AR VN> 
T&P: _6_2 _ SPO: 5 

m+l:NTS# DIAGRAM# ETC.: 

YN> 
DR: N/E 

. 

onu: ___ _ 

SIGFF/DP 
PUBLiC WOllS 
CAL TRANS 

-

An employee had swept up sane dry chlorine and floor sweep containing machine oil, 
this mix~e wa~ placed into a 5 gallon plastic bucket and after a few minutes 
iginited releasing chlorine gas. A employee took the backet and dunped it in the 
parking lot, the. mixture was then covered with soda ash which seeaed to neuttalize 
and stop the release of the chlorine gas. ltf 87 notified Mr F. Cervantes of the 
health deparW ard stoaiby \Jl'ltil his arrival at which time we were released. 
Mr Cervantes tD·supervise 'cleanup. 

SIGNATURE Of REPORTING OFFICER ADOrTIONAL. - OTHER S!?)E 0 
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COUNTY OF LOS A lS DEPARTHBNT OP HBALTlf ·""" !ICBS 
BNVIRC' .. ~f.,..u HBALTH/HEALTH FACIL t~ 

HAZA.JOU$ HATBRIALS CONTROL PROG.t<AM 

REPORT OF INVBSTIGATION 

REPORT PRBPARBD BY/INITIALS 
Samir L. Ibrahim . 
SUSPECT NAME/ADDRESS 
Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 South Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 

INCIDENT REVIEW 

DATB 
09/19/88 

LOG NUHBBR 
882945-111 

DATE OF INVBSTIGATION 
09/3-4/88 

On 09/03/88 at 12:25 a.m. the County operator notified me about an 
incident involving a release of a chlorine cloud from Grow Group 
Inc., located at 2501 Malt St., Commerce. I referred the incident 
to M. Garcia (Haz Mat Edward) at that time, to respond to the above 
location. Next morning at 10:00 hrs., I went to the above address. 
I met M. Garcia, J. Schoepf, M. Kasman, other individuals of the 
company in question and Jeanne Delperdang from Disposal Control 
Services (DCS), to discuss the incident. I 1i14.s left to supervise 
the clean-up at the above site. ~The DCS Supervisor was Pasquel 
Padavno at that time. Since the temperature was over 110 degrees 
F., and one employee of DCS suffered a severe heat stress, I 
stopped the operation at 1600 hours and posted two auards fro■ DCS 
on site until the resumption of clean-up operations at 2000 hours. 
At 2000 hours J. Schoepf and I returned to the above site and went 
inside the area where the incident occurred to survey the drums of 
materials stored there. I observed that the drums ~ere made out of 
cardboard and contained plastic bags of the material, and were 
covered with metalic lids. I noticed tbat there was a considerable 
amount of condensation on the tops of those drums. The drums were 
stored in a shed made out of corru1ated iron and the front of the 
shed was covered with tarp. I also noticed that many of the drums 
were marked "Repacked" (with a date). jome of the dates marked on 
the drums were between 08/22/88 to 08/29/88. Man7 of the drums 
were damaged, i.e., some were ripped off, and some had corroded 
tops with holes in them. J. Schoepf and I counted 83 .drums in the 
above condition. I marked them with the number "1", to be removed 
immediately. The remaininl 223 drums, were in better condition and 
I decided they should be removed immediately !ollowin& the first 
category. 

On 09/04/88 at 0200 hours we decided the clean-up operation was 
(_ goin1 smoothly, and departed until the next mornina. Three hours 

later at 0500 hours the County operator notified me that there was 
another release "bi1ger and worse than the first one". I called J. 
Schoepf nnd M. Garcia to meet at the site. 

On arrival I noticed that there was a release, but not a~ serious 
as it was described to me by County Operator. I learned that the 
Sheriffs started a new evacuation. I advised them that the release 

. . ........ 



- ~. . . 
ln the same day 0~/04/8 about 1000 hours, the.,,·, ·visor or the 
clean-up operation; · o~·· .>den notified me tha· ~ ... _,. was a new 

( release, and we call~- the Fire Department to stund by. I observed 
one drum releasini a plume of smoke of about 5 feet high. We 
called the manufacturing company and tJ1eir representative advised 

( 

to dump the drum on the ground, and dispose the reacting portion in 
water. After about 30 minutes and around noon time the reaction 
was contained and the clean-up was underway again. At that time I 
left the site ~nder the supervision of the back-up team. · 

• 
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COUNTY OF LO ~b .. .:'.S DEPARTMENT OF HEAL _,.SEh v ICES 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH/HEALTH FACILITIES 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTROL PROGRAM 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORT PREPARED BY/INITIALS 
Frank Cervantes. HMS II 

DATE LOG NUMBER 
September 30, 1988 B82945-111 

SUSPECT NAME/ADDRESS 
Grow Group, Inc. 

DATE OF INVESTIGATION 
March 30, 1 'PSS 

2501 South Malt Avenue 
~ Commerce, CA 90040 

Log Grow Group, Inc.- 03-30-1988 

~0357 hrs. A telephone call was received from Captain Mike Conti 
of the Los Angel es County Fi re Department (LAF'D> Haz·
Mat squ~d #87 reporting a dry chlorin~ snill ~t 2501 
Malt Av~nue, Commer~R. Hm stated that there ~~d been 
a releas~ of "smoke" from~ bucket containing ~ry 
chlorine w!-u~n it. nNic:t.e-r.i h1:i t il oil ctncl -f 1 oor
sweepings. He proce~ed tc t3ll ~a t~at the bucket 
content!:; wi:?re spre.;:d on tt·F.- e>:t:ericar i-)arking lot 
grm . .l,"'ld an:! thery 1-,ere bei n "J n<2utr.:sl i ::c-d ,-1i t.h ~oda 
..;1r.h. HP rc• ➔L11?1:.t.cd t.hat .t r:1 :_:: ~,, up 
approva'j. /di sapprova 1 b~"? m:-:i,:!.-:-: l!y th:.~ .. d~~p.r..r·i:.ment. 

(>-1~0 I arri ·.ted on scene ... nd c.,b:e.rva:S ab:);.Jt S to 10 pou!"\ds 
of a white powder on tho nnrth side 0~ the plant 
directly outside of ~n entry/exit door door en the 
parking lot floor. An empl-::,•.ree was blending the 
powder with a shovel. l made contact with Cilpt~in 

~ Mike Conti and when 1 ~sked him about exposures~ he 
stated th.-t according to Cnr>'ti'in Wes.::elm~n o-r l..OsF'O 
Engine Company #50, two ~"p~oyees were chec~ed by 
paramedics tt1arl ier. H:::? al !"t· rt .. t£·d +hi:t the- "mraoke" 
w~5 a chlorine gas clou~ t~ich w~~ role~sed when the 
chemical re.acted and t.hcit 2:n 1::-m;:-,l c,7·ee i -nmec.ii otul y 
t.ook the b• .. u:ket to t.he e>:t,-1rio,· o~ t.hf'l plant for 
neutr~li:ation. The chem!cal wa~ ~pre~d ~ut en the 
conc:rate, and covared wi ti-a i.iccJa a~h .:ir,d then mi :-ted 
1--Ji th a shovP.l. There war.. ;,:::, ~='-!: cl 1."11.•d itt the ti me n-f 
~rrival and Engine Company #~O had left the seen~. 
Th~ inc.:idrmt had stabj lizecl .:ir;d the ~lean-up Wl!t: h1 
progross. It -..pp~are.:S that: pl ,.i_,-,·l: O~!,:rat: i or-.s wel"'-i!! 
"dcwri" (not in proorP$S). 

• -. 
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313 NORTH FU" . "\ 

1'1f_C.,.,.,,..--
• ET • LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA ;) 974-

Reply refer to: 
261S S. Crand Ave., Rm. 607 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

./1 . ~ ~ Tel. {213) 744-323S 

~ ✓- -• 7 I. e. J • 92 ~~ - 0,.,-/ 

~I.~ /'} DATE: cYV- r Y 

. TD: • . /r::.L- .._ ADDRESS: ;/,!VI }'1(......L,,f-~ 
SUBJECT: ?(;~ ADDRESS: ~ -----= 
In order to comply with the State Health and Safety Code/California Administrative Code, 

are directed to take the following actions marked below: 
. 

' 

you 

__ 1) Discontinue immediately the disposal of hazardous wastes { 
) to unauthorized locations ( ·-----------

----------

j __ 4) ~rovide this office by _________ , a site assessment and decontamination 

i / plan for the above subject contaminated area {Use the Site Characterization Mitigatj 

J ( V rorm available from this _9'fice). . • ·-. 

5) Provide ·this of rice by "Y ~ - I' r , a photo copy of the 99"Pleted man).b' 

. • 
i 
' I ! 
j . 

-- recejpt used to dispose of ""-l.. r>~1 -~ 2:*:' ~, f,:4.. ~, ~ e,.,..,.,"I~ 

__ 6) Store by _____________ , all 1hoznrdous wc,ste in ncl.-leaking, prppcrl: 

labeled and dated containers with tight fitting lids • 

··-- .. ··•-- - . ------------ ----------------------
' . 



~·-, 
' I 

ame/DBA: Grow Group Incor ~at.~-~------

'.( tion: 2501 Malt Avenue 

' Commerce 

lj!<,,-Mli 

l ) Very Severe 

[ 1 Severe 

cmplaint: [1] Dry chlorine spill. 
[X] ~oderate 

[ 1 Low Level 

[ J Non·-Ha zardous 

ate of Incident: 03/30/88 Time Report Recorded: 03:57 Time Occurred: 

~ported By: Captain Conti Aiency: LACo Fire Department Phone! 213-819-9~ 

ACHD arrival on scene Date: 03/30/88 Time: 04:20 

indings: [1] Two tablets of dry chlorine and some floor sweepings come in contaci 

it~ waste oil and started to release chlorine smoke. 

============================== Incident Information============================= 

aterials/Quantity: Dry chlorine - 1/2 to 1 pound. 

ature of Material: [6] Toxic, corrosive, reactive 

ffect: Environmental [2] Community Health [2] 

isk Exposure: [ ) Low [ ] Mod [ J High Legal Action: [ ) LACHD [ ) LAC 

{ r Persons Exposed: __! Symptoms: The ,·ictims Here treated bv LACFD. 

'-'• LAC employees Exposed: _Q, S ymp~oms.: __ N __ o __ n __ e ____ r,_.,e,p_o ____ r __ t __ e __ d __________________ _ 

=====================================Remedy==================================== 

~tion: The sweepings were placed on the parking lot and neutralized with soda as} 

lean up company: None required Paid By: ~one ----------------------
tarted Date: 03/30/88 

stimated Cost to _LAC: 

Time: 04:00 Finished Date: 03/03/88 

--~O~·=O~O Site Secured Date: 03/30/88 

Time: 05:30 

Time: 05:30 

------------------------~--------------------------------------- Responsible Party============================== 

fficer: Bulmaro Ramos, Grow Group Inc. 

ddress: 2501 Malt Avenue , Commerce 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------· ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
gencies Contacted: ~N~o~n~e=------------------------------

~sponding Agencies: LACFD (Conti), LACHD C Cer,·antes) 

~ . ional Information: A notice of violation t.:as issued to the 01:ner regarding U 

·emoval of hazardous waste. 
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Gr-ow Group, Inc. 
F. Cervantes, HMS II 
03/30/88 Incident 
Page 2 

"'04•15 hrtr,. f'lr. Bul maro Rames, F'::. ant Mcm:1g~r, .:.:--riven on ~cene 
and identififf$ hiM£elf to Capt~in Conti and myself. 
t proceeded to r,~1 e•ase L":FD Haz-Mat Squad 087 -f ro,n 
the s:::ena ~ince clean up :.1r,d ~pproval appaar!!:i ta ba 
the only item p~nding. I then a~ked Mr. Ramo~ ~bout 
what he underatood to be the cause of the incident. 
He stated that when he was callad at home he h~d be~n 
told that tuo (2) dry chloring tat.lets had rli!.acted 
with floor s,..,eepirigs and waste oil in a bucl'.£-t. The 
employee on duty saw "smoke" being releasad c1.nd 
i r.unecii a tel y t.ook th~ bucket to the o._,tsi de fer 
treatment with soda ash to stop th3 reaction. I 
~dvi~ed Mr. RamoG that sprE~tiing the materi~l ~n the 
ground may compound the problem er cau~e injury to 
employees .and th.;,t .a contingency plan was ne"'"de?ci. By 
thit> time th,~ Chfimical 0!1 thE flc,:::ir i,;a~ b!l!ir.g S\>Htpt 
up and put into a drum. I issued~ Notice of 
Viclc?.tion to Mr. Ramos addr~s-~ing the l!!gal re,ll:>val 
oan~ ciisposal o-f the ·~hi h.• ,::hmdc:~l, r~questin~ · 
m.,n~.-fa'it!."i for the ,..,a$to_rc~11ic·{::d,!_!lei .::l£c re•.:Jl"Efi·i-:i;,g_ 3 
c·c:1r;tingency plc.tn. M~. Ramoc tt,f:n Qct'tt:.• me m,,t:!~ 
background on the plant. pt·oc::•=sses '.ltr1ting th:1.~ Grow 

- Group is involved with th£> r,,arwfa.ctt .. ,--ing of £.wimming 
p,jol cherni c~l s. I then -='f:.'pt·ov~C: t.:v~ •=l 2,'!on-u,1 .. ,.r,~ the 
sit~ was $ecured Mt 0~30 hr~. 



""~ (r,c.• L, .,_, ~ 
State c. ~ California Department of Health Services 

Memorandum 

To 

From 

: Scott Simpson 
Antonette Cordero 

Roy Thielking 

Date : June 29, 1989 

Subject: Comments on 
Closure Plan and Contingency 
Plan Submitted by GGI 
6/12/89 

The department has information that a report relating to the closure of five 
underground H.W. sumps was submitted to the County of Los Angeles in December 
1988. This office never received that report, so any evaluation of proposed 
closure activities is necessarily incomplete. 

The closure plan submitted June 12, 1989 is inadequate in that: 

It does not address removal of H.W. and decontamination of interiors of 
eight above ground H.W. storage tanks. 

It does not identify the type(s) of wastes contained in each of the 
eight tanks. 

Sampling methodology described is not clear - Does GGI propose to sample 
once for all three rinses, or only the last rinse? Rationale should be 
included. Bioassay tests proposed may not be the most appropriate way 
to test soils for environmental degradation. 

Drawings and specifications of the sumps are inadequate. The plan 
states that special concrete was used, etc. as justification for not 
removing the sumps themselves. The materials and condition of all 
structures that contacted H.W. should be determined, especially where 
joints occur. 

More complete descriptions of exactly how GGI proposes to modify some 
sumps should be submitted. 

There are no detailed drawings or descriptions of the location of 
borings. Exact locations should be based on visual inspection to 
identify the spots most likely to be contaminated. 

Proposed analysis states that aluminum liners may be used to contain 
soil samples, and liners would be capped with aluminum. These samples 
can be expected to be corrosive, and liners and caps of less active 
material should be used. 

The plan should contain the proposed health and safety plan, including 
the name, address, and qualifications of the supervisor(s) responsible 
for giving the proposed training and ensuring that the health and safety 
plan is implemented. 



Comments, Closure & Contingency Plan, GGI, Malt Ave. 

The plan should include proposed actions to be undertaken in the event 
the agency overseeing the closure does not accept the closure as 
complete when the analytical results are reviewed. 

Na2S is referred to as Sodium sulfite (Table 1). Which is correct? If 
this facility is producing and storing sulfides, there may need to be 
additional precautions specified. These are also LDR wastes. 

Contingency plan is inadequate in that: 

It specifies that the emergency coordinator, etc., will be trained, 
etc., but does not give a time schedule for ensuring that this will be 
done, or indicate that the person(s) responsible for conducting the 
training are qualified. 

The locations of the emergency oxygen units are not marked on the 
diagrams. 

Locations of access to the public address system and fire alarm pulls 
are not clear. 

Physical descriptions of the emergency equipment are not adequate. 

Capabilities of fire extinguishers are given as effective against wood, 
paper, etc., and oil, etc., and electrical fires. What are the 
capabilities or contraindications for their use against chlorinator 
reaction emergencies? 

Location of SCBAs inside Bldg. 4 may be inaccessible in the event of an 
emergency. Also, there are only two units; a minimum of three are 
recommended. 

The "Dow Room" is repeatedly referred to in the Plan, but it is not 
marked on the diagram. 

· Some areas:-of · B-ldg-;...-4-whe:1:e--dey -Calcium--hypo-ohlorit;e-4s----ster-ed--ma;Y--be---- '-~----'"--··· 
sprinklered. What. possible - hazards does that· c'ause, and what . . . -
precautions_a~e_pi:oposed to deal with them? 

In the Dow Room, where chlorine gas is piped in, the full face 
respirator provided is a deathtrap device, inadequate to deal with the 
!DUI conditions to be expected there in an emergency. This area must be 
provided with at least one five minute Emergency Life Support Escape 
device for each person who may be required to work there. 

The description of the capabilities of the full face respirator is 
"WRONG I "WRONG ! ! "WRONG ! ! ! 

Comments on the training plan submitted June 22, 1989. 

The plan does not include a job title, job description, and a statement of 
the type and amount of training (both introductory and annual review) to be 



Comments, Closure & Contingency Plan, GGI, Malt Ave. 

given to each employee responsible for handling H.W., or making or managing 
H.W. records and reports, or implementing H.W. management 

The plan also does not include the name and qualifications of the person(s) 
who are responsible for implementing the training plan. 

Comments on the May 31, 1989 submissions: 

The cover letter states an inspection schedule is attached, but there is no 
inspection schedule accompanying the log sheets that are with the letter. 
Either there must be a separate schedule that explains in detail what to look 
for, or the log sheets themselves need to contain that information. Some 
examples of missing information: 

"Proper security (signs, condition of fences, etc.)" The type of signs 
to be looked for are not identified. 

"Adequate aisle spacing" Although the Title 22 Cal. Code Regs. does not 
specify what adequate spacing is, the inspection schedule or the log 
sheet should indicate what is adequate. 

"Operational emergency equipment" There is no indic9:tion of what 
emergency equipment should be at each location, the number of items, or 
critical aspects, such as pressure or recharge dates for fire 
extinguishers, etc. 

There is also no indication that the acid wash tank, the caustic waste tank 
or the bleach recycle tank have either level indicator/controls or secondary 
containment provisions required by interim status. 

Variances: 

1. Hypochlorite solution, a RCRA waste, is treated in this unit. 

(The containment structures are described as concrete, not coated or of 
special resistant materials, therefore not demonstrated to be 
impervious. The settings of the level controllers and the capacity of 
the containment area are not given with respect to the capacity of the 
tank, so compliance cannot be assured. The limits on chlorine residual 
are not given for the discharge to the CSDLAC system. 

2. The chemical characteristics of the sodium hydroxide sludge are not 
given. It isn't clear what must be "treated and discarded". 

3. Hydraulic oil is collected in troughs, led to a sump, and piped to the 
oil/water separator. These ancillary structures are not shown to be 
impervious. Joints and dissimilar materials, some of which are likely 
to be porous, may exist throughout the assembly. 

4. The capacity of the proposed secondary containment structur<- is not 
given. 



Comments, Closure & Contingency Plan, GGI, Malt Ave. 

5. This tank is one not previously identified to OHS. Containment 
structure is described as cinderblock walls, which are not generally 
impervious. Materials of construction of the sump that accepts acid 
wash wastes are not given. 

CSDIAC Discharge permit No. 11453, dated January 27, 1989, requires GGI to 
have an operation and maintenance manual available to employees and CSDIAC 
representatives, and a log book for spills removed from containment areas, 
except for rainwater. CSDLAC only requires retention of records for 180 
days. 

Part A 

"Elementary neutralization" includes treatment of hypochlorite solutions, a 
RCRA waste, prior to discharge to the sewer. Although the CSDLAC permit 
requires monitoring of the chlorine residual, there is no limit stated in the 
permit. 

The photographs submitted do not adequately show all existing structures, and 
the relationship of each H.W. unit to the plant. There are no photographs 
showing any units other than those subject to proposed variances. 

A second letter dated May 31, 1989 states that the pedestrian doors along the 
railroad will be replaced, but no time schedule for implementation is given. 

The second letter also states "The spilled hydraulic oil which may have 
escaped has been cleaned up and disposed of properly." The manner in which 
this was done was not described, and there were no copies of manifests or 
other evidence submitted to support the assertion. 
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TO: D. B. Russell .l,, 
GROW GROUP, INC. 

DATE: March 6, 1987 

14-

GGI 55-2 

FROM: H. W. Jones '(J'ir HWJ-041-87 

RE: RCRA STATUS/FINANCIAL ASSURANCE 
. CITY OF C~ERCE AND MONTEBELLO 

Fo~ both of the referenced locations, I have enclosed copies of: 

1. Letter 
a RCRA 
only. 

from G-P (Mike Goldstein) to U. S. EPA, Region IX requesting 
Status change from TSO with Interim Status to a generator 
VA rc:D 7- 2 'i -8..{ . 

;,ft•..>J-

2- Subsequent U. S. EPA correspondence resulting from 1. above. 
Z>A ,--X:D 8 - lb- BS /'r/\.1.i) C}-4 -86 ( 8~-.) 1.,,,J · 

3. Letter and EPA notification form from Grow (Mike Goldstein) indicating 

the only hazardous waste activity is generation . .v4.,c.,0 9-9-Bb,~ 

From conversations with Mike Goldstein, we can assert as he did in the G-P letters 

that no hazardous waste activity other than generation, was and currently is being 

conducted. This should obviate the need to go through closure, since there is no 

abandonment or discontinuation of TSD facilities or operations. 

To date. there has been no reply other than attached from either Region IX at 

the Feder~l level or the California Department of Health Services (OOHS). 

If further information is required to reply to the OOHS, please advise. 

Regarding the same subject and the Auburn facility, there was nothing in the 

information I received from M. Goldstein pertaining to Auburn. I will follow 

up with Mike to see if he has anything further. 

H. W. Jones 

HWJ/te 
Attachments 

cc: W. H. Russell (w/out atts.) 



TO: 

FnOM: 

RE: 

.. 

1'7 
GROW GriOU!?, !NC. GGI 55-2 

.M. Goldstein 
J. Mahar ~ 

DATE: July 10, 1987 

H. w. Jones\ HWJ-124-67 

RCRA STATUS 
C~TY OF cor~1ERCE AND MONTEBELLO, CA. 

As yo~ are aware, Dave Russell and I have, for sometime 
been working to complete the withdrawal of the Part A for 
the above facilities and thereby negate the requirement 
for demonstrating financial assurance. Mike, you are 
thoroughly familiar with how difficult this task can be 
since you first originated the effort _in 1985. I am some
what he~;itant to say so, but I think w~ are making progress • 

• ••..,•• /"•' .,.,• a 

You will note fro~~ttarihed correspondence that D. Russell's 
most recent contact, a Ms. Iran Haefele has now instructed 
us to a:range for an inspection of these two facilities 
by so~eone irr Permitting at the DOHS. The purpose is to 
have th2 state provide verification and documentation which 
establishes the-generator-only RCRA status of these facilities. 
I be:ieve this approach will also resolve the issue of 
closure. Only when the letter referenced in the July 1 
memo is provided can we hope to bring this effort to an 
end. 

I have determined that Ms. Susan Romero of the Los Angeles 
Regional office of DOHS should be contacted at (213) 620-2380 
to arrange for the required review. I would appreciate 
you two coordinating the effort with Ms. Rom~ro to arrange 
for the verification required by Ms. Haefele. Please advise 
me of your progress. 

tds 
Attachment 
cc: D. B- R~SSP-~l - w/o attach. 

W. H. Russell - w/o attach. 

'. 
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MEMORANDUM 

September a, 198:3 l~ECEIVf!L 
5i.P o D fess 

TO: 

Larrie L. Lance, 

HAzARoous MATcRtALS 
CONTROL. PROGRAM 

SUBJECT: EmergEnCy Reem Re.sdx::ns~ to GrCM Grpup Chlorine Tablet Emissicns 

I have s.1rveyed eac:h of the emr..-rgency rooTtS involved in tt-e G~ Gr-cup chlorine tablet emissic:ns that cx:c:urred en Saturday, SeptlifTlber 3 .w,d 
9..&nday, September 4, 19'a8. All visits to em.rgency rooms oc:curred .as a 
r"e!iUl t of the Saturday emissj.cns. 

Three h:>spi tat emergency n::cms "'8re involved in tt-& care of a total o"f 31 individuals who suffered symptoms following axposurs to the emissions. All reported axperienc:ing irritative symptoms; 'B patients wen, releas..d after observatic:n, rnd 2 were admitted for observatic:n and released t.t-e follo,.,ing day. The e>:~riEnce of each is t:i?.SeribP.d belo,.,,~ 

1. Santa Marta Hospjtal (City Terra:::P. Area) • 

Three patients, al 1 employees of ►::irk Par.er Ccmp.v,y (adjacent to 
th:? Grow Gro..1p facility) i,,;ere e>:..vnined. All suffered t'&c'dac:hes, 
b..tming eyes, .and nausea. Symptons resolved ss:cnt~ecusly for all 
patients. O,e rejX)rted chest pain. 0,e was releasad to f-one fron tre emergF.f'lcy rcx:m. Two lEre .admitted and observed ovemight and 
were released the fol,lcwing day. 

2. J.)eyer!~H::>s,.gital (Ma,tebello) 

3. 

Twenty four- (24) patients were see, in the &1Tllfrgency rccrn. l"bst had irritative symptoms, particularly burning and irritatl:!d eyes. 
O,e reported sane di1fic:ulty bre ... 1thing. Oie, • fire fighter, was 
net properly dressed when first mt.ering tha area of tM emissic:ns 
iV'\d suffered reddened, irri tat£-d .skin a, tt-e legs. All p.3tients 
were released after a s:►-~riod of obs,;rrrvatia,. 

t.,.Q.? __ Aa,gghn•_Q:.\.YJb'_.tµ-Ay!"J::~~ \:Y._ o-f Scr.ttJ·am California !1:--dic:al r.-411~ 
Four patients were e,-:amined in tt e erergen::y n:x:m. Al 1 
e>:perienc:ed t:uming f?ya-s, c0.1r1h.ing, and irritative chest symptons. 
All ~.ere rele~secl after a p.._...,-ic..cf c-,t observaticn. 
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GROW GROUP, INC. 

TO: J. P. Mahar DATE: September 15, 1988 

FROM: H. w. Jones~ REF: HWJ-:t68-88 

RE: RCRA STATUS 

'!.-
Memo #HWJ-124-87, attached 

M. Goldst,Ain did subsequently contact Ms. Romero of Los Angeles 
Regional office of OOHS. Ms. Romero indicated that the DOHS backlog 
for issuing permits to TSO facility applicants was overwhelming and 
of higher priority than our request for a OOHS inspection to verify 
our Generator-only status. She was unable to indicate when their 
agency would be able to respond to our request. 

/ds 
Attachmen:: 

,: 
-: 

,; 
,. 

/· 
" i 



Stare of California Department of Health Services 

Memorandum 

To 
File 

David Chase, Acting Chief 
Surveillance and Enforcement 
Region 3 (Los Angeles) 
Toxic Substances Control Division 

Date : 

Subject: 

December 2, 1988 

Grow Group, Inc 
2501 Malt Ave 
Commerce, CA 

from : Roy Thielking, AWME 
SEU Region 3 
Toxics 

On December 2, 1988, about 1330 hrs. , I received a telephone call from 
Phillip Armstrong and Rick Herder, of the law department of Georgia-Pacific 
Corporation (GPC). 

Armstrong and Herder (A & H) were inquiring why Doug Dutton of GPC was cc'd 
with DHS' November 22, 1988 request to Grow Group, Inc. (GGI) for 
information about hazardous waste storage and manaqgement prior to the 
September 3, 1988 incidents. A & H stated they were particularly concerned 
about DHS' request for data related to the types and amounts of hazardous 
wastes that GPC left on the site at the time of the change in ownership. 
They also stated that all hazardous wastes remaining on site had been 
materials intended to be reprocessed into new product, and that said wastes 
had been itemized on the sale/transfer documents, and GGI had paid GPC for 
them. 

I told A & H that the subject materials/wastes fitted the definition of 
"recyclable material" and/or "retrograde material", both of which are defined 
by the California code of Regulations as hazardous waste. 

A & H stated that they had conferred with Michael Goldstein, formerly 
environmental manager for both GPC and GGI, who told them that the management 
of GGI had, over his (Goldstein's) objections, moved the subject wastes from 
"inside", on property which GPC still owns, but has leased to GGI, to 
"outside" onto property owned by Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, which 
property GGI also leases. A & M stated that the wastes were exposed to 
weather there, and that rainwater seeping into the fiber drums wetted the 
wastes, causing the incidents. 

A & H stated they were concerned that the state might pursue GPC for 
liability related to the subject wastes and management thereof. I told them 
I couldn't comment on that at this time. A & H offered to come to Los 
Angeles and bring any documents DHS wishes to review/copy, including the 
sales/transfer documents, and confer with staff regarding issues at the 
facility. They also asked if they might review the DHS file. I told them I 
couldn't say yes or no without consulting DHS management/counsel, but that I 
would either write them a letter or call them as to the Department's 
position. 

In a later discussion, December 2, 1988, with David Chase, he told me that 
since GPC still owns part of the property. it may be a responsible party/ 
respondent, and it is entitled to review the file when it becomes available. 



STATE OF CALIFOltNIA---ffEALTH AND W£LFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUllMUIAN, Go_, 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 107 SOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) 620-2310 

NOV 15 1988 

Mr. Kim Marti, Plant Manager 
Grow Group' Irx::. 

- 2425-2501 Malt Avenue 
0:rlnerce, CA 90040 

Dear Mr. Marti: 

RER:Rr OF VIOIATIOO AND SCliEIXJLE Fm CXMPLIANCE - CAD085393080 
'lhe Department of Health Seivices (I:ES) has reviewed your Au:Just 8, 1988 am sept.ember 23, 1988 re5?)11SeS to the violations disclosed during the June 16, 1988 inspectioo at the Grow Group, :rrx::. (OOI) facility, am has the foll~ canments relating to those violations: 

CXXJNI' 2: 22 Cal. Code Regs., Sectioo 67102. Failure to develop, follow, am maintain at the facility, a waste analysis plan. 

'lhe waste analysis plan subni.tted with your August 8, 1988 resp:xlSe to I:ES' July 28, 1988 ROV does not fulfill the requirements of Sectioo 67102, in that the analysis does not oontain all of the information which IIIJSt be krK1Wn to treat, store, or disp:,se of each hazardals waste generated at the facility. 'lhe plan subnitted does not contain provisions far: 

a) Analysis of all primary waste streams. 

b) Ccmplete inspection am sampling protocols to en.sure that i rx:x:xrp3tible wastes will not be cnm,j ngled. 

c) Repeat analysis when the p:cccess ~, or to en.sure OCl'li)liance with Sectioo 67258, ~ use of a tank. 

d) RatiCflale for dxx>Sing the paraneters tested for. 

e) Methods of analysis, for each parameter, for each waste. 
f) sampling am sample management, in:::ll.mrg plarming metb:xx>lCXl'f, equipnent, sample p:ccx:e:;sing, a::>a.mentation, am aJStody procedures either as described in "Test Methods for the Evaluatioo of solid waste,Rlysical/01emi.cal Methods" SW-846, 2rxi Etti tioo, u. s. Enviraimental. Protection }qe!l'cy, 1982, or an equivalent method. 

CXXJNI' 3: 22 Cal. Code Regs., Sectioo 67105 (d). Failure to maintain at the facility a trainirg plan am reex>rds oocumenti.rg toth initial trainirg am annual review trainirg for each employee ~ in hamling hazarda.Js wastes. 



Mr. Kim Marti, Plant Manager 
Page 2 

NOV 15 1988 
'1he training plan subnitted Alxjust 8, 1988 does not ocmply with the prcvisioos of Sectia, 67105, in that it does not oaitain prcwisioos to ensure that: 

'1he training is directed by a persai trained in hazardous waste management procedlJreS. 

Facility persamel are taught management of hazardous waste, irci.lm.J'g oantin:Jency plan ~ll::!ID911tation relevant to their employment positiais. 

Facility persamel are able to :resporx1· effectively to emergencies by familiarizing them with emergency equipoent, pr:ccmures, am systems, inclooing, where clR;>licable: 

a) Inspecting, repairirg, am replacing emergency am ncru.toring equipoent. 

b) 'Ket parameters for waste feed cutoff systems. 

c) Ccllmmicatiais or alarm systems. 

d) Response to fires or explosia,s. 

e) Shutdown of operatia,s. 

f) '1he training plan does not include provisioos for amual review of initial training. 

scmmLE OF CXERECl'ICIJ: 

You are directed to sul:Jnit to this office Oeoem:)er 15, 1988 the following: 

l) A revised waste analysis plan that addresses each of the prcwisioos in section 67102 (cor;rJ attached). '1he directions stated above are i.ntemed to assist you in oorrect:.m;J the JOOSt iqx>rt:ant deficiencies in the waste analysis plan subnitted Alxjust 8, 1988, blt this Department reserves the right of further cx.c111&It relative to the revised plan. 

2) A new training plan that c,c.q>lies with the applicable provisions of section 67105 (cor;rJ attached), in a site specific manner, incl\di.rq ilrplementatioo of the~ plan. 

All reports shall include a oertificaticn cx.t1taining the ~ in 22 Cal. COde Regs., sectia, .66373 (d), signed by a responsible officer of the cozporaticn, as specified in Sectia1 66373. 



Mr. Kim Marti, Plant Manager 
Page 3 

. NOV 15 1988 
'1he Department· will OC>J'rltct an inspectia, of your facilities to verify 
oaipliance. 

'1he issuarx:ie of this Report of Violatiai am Schedule for catpliance does not 
preclme IJfS fran takinJ additimal administrative, civil, or criminal actia, 

- as a result of the violations 1'Dtecl herein. 0 I .,,_ , , 
? <SJ J" 7 -30'-/·J 

If you have aey questicms, please ccntact Roy 'lbiel.k.irq at (213) 620 3044. 

Enclosures 

I:1-c:RI':cd 

ex::: William SOo Hoo 
FnfOJ:cenett COordinator 

Sirw=erel.y, 

P~rtt.~ 
Dlvid M. Qiase, Act.in} au.et 
surveillm am Enforcement unit 
Regiai 3 (I.os Angel.es) 
ToXic sutstances cart:J:ol Di visiat 

Hazaroous waste Ehfmcenert: unit 
ToXic sutstances cart:rol Di visioo 
714/744 P Sb::eet 
P.O. BoX 942732 
saaament:a, CA 94234-7320 

Iarry Matz 
surveillance am Ehforoemet rt: section 
ToXic sutstances cart:rol Di vision 
714/744 P st:J:eet 
P.O. BoX 942732 
sacrmuento, CA 94234-7320 

Anastacio Medina, au.et 
Hazardous waste cart:rol ProgI am 
I.os Arqeles camty 
Department of Health services 
2615 Sooth Gram Avenue 
I.os Arqeles CA 90007 



Mr. Kim Marti, Plant Manager 
Page 4 

NOV 15 1988 

cc: Karen Schwinn,a'li.ef 
waste <::atpliaooe Brard1 u. s. Ehviroomental Protectioo 1q3rcy 
215 Fremcnt street (~2-4) 
San Fran::isco, CA 94105 

Jerry Neece 
Manager, Environmental Engineerirg 
GrcM Group, Inc. 
11641 Pike Stteet 
santa Fe Spr~, CA 90670 

Doug D.Itton 
Georgia-Pacific o:n.poration 
133 Peachtree Sb:eet 
P.O. Box 105605 
Atlanta, GA. 30348-5605 

Certified Mail 
P-477 092 017 
Return Receipt ~ 

lxx:: Bill Carter 
Dep.ity District Attorney 
I.as Angeles COOnty 
Enviraimental crimes/QSHA Enf OICE!IDel rt: 320 West 'Iemple Stl:eet 
I.as Angeles, CA 90012 

Antoinette ClJI'dero 
Deparbnent of Justice 
Office of the Attorney General 
3580 Wilshire Brul.evard 
Los Afx1eles, CA 90010 
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DENNISE. KINNAIRD 
ROSA M. C. CUM.ARE 
MARK H. EPSTEIN 
MUNGER, TOLLES & OLSON 
355 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90071-1560 
(213) 683-9100 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Grow Group, Inc. 

DONALD M. RE 
LAW OFFICES OF DONALD M. RE 
10920 Wilshire Blvd., 11000 
Los Angeles, California 90024 
(213) 208-0401 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Leslie W. Wilde 

,._ 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

LOS ANGELES JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 
- -

GROW GROUP, INC., a New York 
Corporation, and LESLIE w. 
WILDE, 

Defendants. 

) No. A 979 956 
) 
) DEMURRER OF DEFENDANTS GROW 
) GROUP, INC., AND LESLIE W. 
) WILDE TO COMPLAINT; AMENDED 
) MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND 
) AUTHORITIES 
) 
) DATE: February 10, 1989 
) TIME: 1:30 p.m. 
) DIVISION: 30 
) ________________ ) 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, THROUGH ITS 

ATTORNEY OF RECORD, IRA REINER, DISTRICT A'l"l'ORNEY FOR THE COUNTY 

OF LOS ANGELES: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT Defendants GROW GROUP, INC. and 

LESLIE w. WILDE jointly and severally demur to Counts 1 through 

5, inclusive, 9, and 10 of the Complaint on the following 

grounds: 

1. Count 1 does not state facts constituting a public 

offense (Penal Code S 1004(4)). 

2. Counts 2 through 5, inclusive, 9, and 10 do not 

satisfy due process notice requirements. 

Defendant LESLIE w. WILDE further demurs to Counts 1 

through 10, inclusive, on the following ground: 

1. Counts 1 through 10, inclusive, do not satisfy due 

process notice requirements as to Defendant LESLIE w. WILDE. 

This demurrer is brought pursuant to Penal Code 

5S1004(2) and 952, and on the due process ground that the 

Complaint fails to provide sufficient notice of the criminal 

charges against Defendants so as to enable them to prepare and 

present a defense and to avoid surprise at trial. This demurrer 

is based on the Complaint and the attachments thereto, the 

attached Memorandum of Points and Authorities, and on such 

further argument as may be presented. 

-2-
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I 

INTRODUCTION 
' 

on December 9, 1988, the District Attorney filed a ten 

count criminal Complaint against Defendants Grow Group, 

Leslie w. Wilde (•Defendants•). Count one, a felony, alleges 

that on September 3, 1988, Defendants disposed of hazardous waste 

at an unpermitted location in violation of Health and Safety Code 

Section 258 19.S(b). Count two alleges that Defendants committed 

a misdemeanor by illegally storing hazardous waste between 

August 10, 1988 and September 3, 1988 in violation of Health and 

Safety Code Section 2519l(d). Counts three through five concern 

the negligent emission of an air contaminant by Defendants on 

March 30, 1988, August 10, 1988, and September 3 and 4, 1988, 

respectively, in violation of Health and Safety Code Section 

42400.l(a). Similarly, counts six through eight allege the 

discharge of an air contaminant on the same dates, in violation 

of Health and Safety Code Section 42400. The ninth count asserts 

that Defendants stored hazardous reactive waste within 50 feet of 

Grow's property line between August 10, 1988 and September 3, 

1988, in violation of Section 22-67246 of Title 26 of the 

California Administrative Code. Finally, count ten charges 

Defendants with the failure to mark the words •hazardous waste" 

on containers containing accumulated hazardous waste between 

August 10, 1988 and September 3, 1988, in violation of Section 

22-66508(a)(3) of Title 26 of the California Administrative Code. 

-3-
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Attached to the Complaint are over 200 pages of 

unorganized investigatory documents, originating from various 

state and local government agencies. These documents are 

included, presumably, to give substance to the general charges 

contained in the Complaint itself, which merely pleads in terms 

of the statutory and regulatory language. However, the 

Complaint, even when read in light of the attached documents, 

fails to state a felony public offense against Defendants with 

regard to count one, and does not give Defendants adequate notice 

of the charges against them with regard to misdemeanor counts two 

through five, nine, and ten. Defendants demur to these counts. 

Further, as to Defendant Wilde, the Complaint is 

unconstitutionally vague as to all counts, and he demurs to the 

Complaint in its entirety. 

Specifically, count one fails to state a public offense 

in that, as a matter of law, an accidental chemical fire does not 

constitute the knowing •disposal• of hazardous waste within the 

meaning of Health and Safety Code Section 25189.S(b). Further, 

with regard to counts two, nine, and ten, Defendants are not able 

to determine (1) the specific type and amount of hazardous wastes 

that they are accused of illegally storing and for failing to 

label or (2) the location where the alleged acts occurred. 

Finally, although the attachments to the complaint describe the 

nature of the discharges on March 30, 1988, August 10, 1988, and 

September 3 and 4, 1988, they in no way indicate the manner in 

which Defendants were purportedly negligent in causing those 

discharges, thus rendering counts three through five 

-4-
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unconstitutionally vague. Moreover, neither the Complaint nor 

the attachments to it describe Defendant Wilde's personal 

responsibility for any of the acts charged. 

Due to the foregoing deficiencies, Defendants are not 

adequately informed of the charges against them, and will be 

unable to prepare and present an adequate defense at trial, nor 

will they be able to avoid surprise at trial. Therefore, 

pursuant to Penal Code Section 1007, counts one through five, 

nine, and ten of the Complaint should be dismissed as to both 

Defendants, and the Complaint should be dismissed entirely as to 

Defendant Wilde. 

II 

FACTS 

Grow Group, Inc. is a New York corporation, licensed to 

do business in California, which owns a facility in 

the City of Commerce and another in the City of Montebello. 

Leslie w. Wilde is Grow's President of Consumer Products on the 

west coast. The alleged incidents precipitating this Complaint 

were two chemical fires occurring over the Labor Day weekend, 

specifically during the early hours of September 3, 1988 and 

again during the early hours of September 4, 1988. In the course 

of that fire, an airborne cloud was released from containers that 

the District Attorney claims were improperly stored at Grow's 

Commerce facility. This event is said to have led to an 

evacuation of the surrounding area. Approximately three months 

after the chemical fire, the District Attorney filed this action. 

-5-
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A. 

III 

ARGUMENT 

AN ACCIDENTAL CHEMICAL FIRE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE 

THE •DISPOSAL• OF HAZARDOUS MATERIAL WITHIN THE 

MEANING OF HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 

25189.S(b). 

The first, and only felony, count alleges that 

Defendants improperly disposed of hazardous waste at an 

unpermitted facility in violation of Health and Safety Code 

section 25189.S(b). That section provides: 

Any person who is convicted of knowingly 

disposing or causing the disposal of any 

hazardous waste, or who reasonably should have 

known that he or she was disposing or causing 

the disposal of any hazardous waste, at a 

facility which does not have a permit from the 

department issued pursuant to this chapter, or 

at any point which is not authorized according 

to this chapter shall, upon conviction, be· 

punished by imprisonment in the county jail 

for not more than one year or by imprisonment 

in the state prison for 16, 24, or 36 months.1 

The operative language is the imposition of criminal 

liability against any person who •knowingly dispos[es] or causing 

1/ The court is also required, pursuant to Health and Safety 
Code Section 25189.S(d), to impose a fine of not less than 
$5,000 and not more than $100,000 upon a person convicted of 
violating section 25189(b). 
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the disposal of any hazardous waste, or who reasonably should 

have known that he or she was disposing or causing the disposal 

of any hazardous waste, at a facility which does not have a 

permit.• •Disposal• in turn, means to •abandon, deposit, inter 

or otherwise discard waste.• Health and Safety Code S 25113. 

While the words of the statute are thus fairly clear, the manner 

in which Defendants' alleged conduct violates the enactment 

remain a mystery. 

An examination of the documents attached to the 

Complaint disclose one and only one salient event occurring on 

September 3, 1988, the date alleged in count one of the 

Complaint: there was a chemical fire at Grow's Commerce 

facility.2 Nowhere is there any indication that the fire was 

deliberately set by Grow personnel or even that Grow personnel 

reasonably should have known that a fire would occur on that 

date; rather, the District Attorney is apparently operating under 

the more rational assumption that the fire was accidental. As 

such, that event cannot constitute the knowing •abandon[ment], 

deposit, inter[ment] or . . . discard• of hazardous material as 

defined by the statute. To the contrary, the fire was a sudden 

and unexpected event and any •disposal" that it may have caused 

was neither known, nor reasonably knowable, beforehand. 

2/ 

1. An Accidental Fire is Not a •Disposal• Within the 

Meaning of the Statute. 

Defendants will assume, for purposes of this demurrer only, 
that the materials involved in the September 3, 1988 fire 
constituted hazardous waste. 
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As discussed above, the term •disposal• is statutorily 

defined. The destruction of material by fire does not come 

within that definition. 

To •dispose• is to •abandon, deposit, inter or otherwise 

discard.• Notably absent from this definition are words to the 

effect of •burn,• or •incinerate.• Nor did the Legislature 

intend this definition to be all-encompassing, for it did not 

include the general term •destroy• within the definition. 

However, without such terms, a fire remains outside of this 

particular statute. Certainly a fire, especially an accidental 

one, is not an •abandonment• of material, nor can it plausibly be 

deemed a •deposit.• To •inter• is to •bury,• not to burn. See 

Webster's Third New International Dictionary. Thus, unless an 

accidental fire comes within the meaning of •otherwise discard,• 

it is outside the definition of •disposal.• To •discard• is to 

•get rid of as no longer useful, valuable, or pleasurable.• 

Webster's Third New International Dictionary. While a fire 

deliberately set might arguably fall within this definition, a 

fire_occurring spontaneously cannot. •Discard• carried with it 

an element of purpose that is inconsistent with an accidental 

occurrence. 

Even if the purposeful incineration of hazardous waste 

could, through an expensive reading of the statute, potentially 

fall within the scope of a •disposal,• it is beyond any 

reasonable construction of the statute to torture its language to 
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encompass an accidental fire. The demurrer as to count one of 

the Complaint should therefore be sustained.3 

2. Even If An Accidental Fire Can Constitute a 

•oisposal,• It cannot Constitute a •Knowing• 

Disposal, or a Disposal of Which a Person 

Reasonably Should Have Known.• Within the 

Meaning of the Statute. 

Although there have been no reported cases decided under 

this statute, the intent of the drafters is clear: the statute 

was designed to prevent the deliberate or negligent disposal of 

hazardous waste at unlicensed facilities. There is no indication 

that the Legislature intended this statute to apply beyond that 

purpose to punish those who seek only to store hazardous 

materials temporarily, but where a portion of the stored material 

is destroyed by an accidental event, that is, where the disposal 

was accidental. In fact, the statutory language is singularly 

inapt for such a purpose. The statute speaks of one who 

•reasonably should have known that he or she was disposing or 

causing the disposal of hazardous waste at a facility that does 

not have a permit.• The Legislature obviously directed the 

statute at those who knew or should have known that they were 

actually disposing of hazardous waste. Even assuming that 

3/ It is true that courts should interpret a statute to give 
effect to the Legislatures intendments, rather than in an 
overtechnical, unduly narrow fashion. People v. Alday 
(1973) 10 Cal.3d 392; People v. Stuart (1956) 47 Cal.2d 167. 
However, the Legislature's intent is best discovered through 
the words it uses, and this is especially true where it 
takes the trouble to define a term by statute. 
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Defendants had or should have had knowledge that hazardous waste 
was being store in such a way as to create a risk of fire (and 
assuming taht a fire constitutes a disposal) knowledge of a risk 
of disposal is not the same as knowledge of actual disposal, 

which is what the staute requires. Unfortunately, the District 
Attorney confuses these two fundamentally different concepts. 

The Legislature's intention is further clarified when 
viewed in light of the permitted facility requirement in the 
statute. The statute is designed to induce those seeking to 
dispose of hazardous waste to do so at facilities that have been 
authorized by the Department of Health Services. However, one 
seeking only to store hazardous materials temporarily, as opposed 
to seeking to dispose of them, would not be induced by this 
statute to seek out a licensed disposal facility. An unintended 
and accidental event, such as a fire, should not serve as the 
foundation for liability based upon the failure to take an action 
one could be expected to take only with benefit of hindsight.4 

Defendants' statutory construction becomes even more 
compelling when examined in conjunction with the well-established 
rule of lenity in criminal statutes. Under that rule, where the 
words of a criminal statute are susceptible to two reasonable 

4/ Of course, this is not to say that the Legislature was unconcerned with the storage of hazardous waste and the negligent or accidental discharge of air contaminants. However, these concerns are addressed in other statutes, and indeed form the basis of counts two through eight of the instant Complaint. It is only to say that the single statute named in count one of the complaint cannot be recast to address every potential environmental ill, no matter how much the District Attorney might wish to do so. 
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meanings, the reading more favorable to the defendant prevails. 

See In re Tartar (1959) 52 Cal.2d 250, 257 (•The defendant is 

entitled to the benefit of every reasonable doubt, whether it 

arises out of a question of fact, or as to the true 

interpretation of words or the construction of language used in a 

statute.•); Gasaway v. Superior Court (1977) 70 Cal.3d 545. As 

Defendants have already established, the District Attorney's 

interpretation of the statute is unreasonable on its face. But 

even if the Court were willing to contort the statutory language 

to encompass the District Attorney's creative theory, that 

construction must fall before the alternative reading of the 

statute propounded by Defendants.5 

B. COUNTS TWO THROUGH FIVE, NINE, AND TEN FAIL 

TO GIVE DEFENDANTS ADEQUATE NOTICE AS TO THE 

OFFENSE WITH WHICH THEY ARE ACCUSED. 

It is fundamental that a criminal complaint must inform 

the accused of the nature of the charges being levelled against 

him sufficient to allow the preparation of a defense. See Penal 

Code_§ 952; Sallas v. Municipal Court (1978) 86 Cal.App.3d 737. 

Further, criminal discovery cannot substitute for a well-pleaded 

criminal complaint, nor may the People presume that the defendant 

is already aware of the facts underlying the charges. Id. 

5/ If the District Attorney is not referring to the chemical 
fire as the •disposal• in question, then the complaint is 
unconstitutionally vague, for nowhere in the Complaint 
itself or in the documents attached to it, is any other 
activity related as occurring on September 3, 1988, a day on 
which the Commerce facility was closed. 
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When a charging document fails to give adequate notice, 

it is vulnerable to -demurrer. Indeed, on demurrer, a complaint 

may be stricken even though on an appeal following a conviction, 

the judgment would be sustained. See Lamadrid v. Municipal Court 

(1981) 118 Cal.App.3d 786. The vulnerability of a complaint to 

demurrer is especially acute with regard to misdemeanors, as no 

grand jury transcript or preliminary hearing is afforded to the 

defendant. 

The Complaint in the instant case is woefully inadequate 

to give Defendants sufficient information upon which to prepare 

their defense. The Complaint itself mentions no specifics--it 

pleads only in terms of the general statutory language--and the 

attachments to the Complaint serve to confuse rather than to 

clarify. The attached 200 pages of unorganized reports include 

references to numerous chemicals, including •dry chlorine,• 

•aydrocholric Acid,• •ACL-90,• •waste Trichloro,• •Lithium 

Hyperchlorite,• •tricholor-s-triazinetrione,• •calcium 

hypochorite,• •sodium dichloroisocyanurate• and •hydrolic oil.• 

Defendants are at a loss to determine which one (or_what 

combination) form the basis for the charges levelled in counts 

two, nine, and ten of the Complaint. Defendants cannot 

reasonably be expected to prepare their defense on the assumption 

that all of the listed chemicals are at issue in each of these 

counts. Further, as these counts constitute misdemeanors, the 

District Attorney is not required to demonstrate probable cause 

as to these charges in order to bind the Defendants over to 

trial. Under these circumstances, specificity in the Complaint 

is critical. 
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Sallas v. Municipal Court (1978) 86 Cal.App.3d 737, is a 

case remarkably on point. There, the defendant was charged with 

the use and being under the influence of a controlled substance. 

Defendant demurred, arguing that the could not adequately defend 

himself without knowing which of the myriad of controlled 

substances underlied the People's case. The trial court 

overruled the demurrer, but the court of Appeal reversed. It 

held that leaving the defendant to guess which substances were at 

issue denied him due process of law. Like the defendant in 

Sallas, Defendants in the instant case are asked to prepare their 

case with no less than nine substances, with varying chemical 

properties, potentially at issue.6 See also Lamadrid v. 

Municipal Court (1981) 118 Cal.App.3d 786 (the People must 

disclose under which of multiple theories they will proceed); 

Peer v. Municipal Court (1982) 128 Cal.App.3d 733. 

This vagueness defect is especially critical with regard 

to the ninth and tenth counts. The ninth count charges 

Defendants with storing hazardous reactive waste within 50 feet 

of-Grow's property line. However, the hodge-podge of chemicals 

listed in the Complaint are not all reactive and Defendants are 

not informed as to which of those chemicals they are accused of 

storing too close to Grow's property boundary. Similarly, the 

6/ Thus, the attachments to the Complaint distinguish the case 
at bar from Sallas. True, the attachments to a criminal 
complaint must be considered when determining the adequacy 
of the notice to the defendant. However, where the 
attachments are lengthy and disorganized, and do not 
disclose the precise nature of the charges being levelled 
against the defendant, as is the situation here, they cannot 
cure the unconstitutional vagueness of a complaint. 
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tenth count alleges that Defendants failed to label containers of 

hazardous waste with the inscription •Hazardous Waste.• 

Defendants are unable to defend against that charge without 

knowing which containers were not marked, and with what allegedly 

hazardous waste they were filled. Without that knowledge, 

Defendants cannot rebut the People's case by attempting to show 

that the material in the containers at issue was not hazardous 

waste. 7 

In addition to his failure to disclose the precise 

chemicals at issue in counts two, nine and ten, the District 

Attorney has not identified the facility where the alleged 

violations took place. The Complaint simply reads as to counts 

two, nine, and ten, that hazardous waste, or hazardous reactive 

waste, was improperly stored or labelled •at a facility• in Los 

Angeles County. However, the documents attached to the Complaint 

refer to Grow's Commerce facility as well as its Montebello 

facility. It is impossible for Defendants to discern which is 

the subject of the Complaint. 

The third, fourth, and fifth counts are also 

unconstitutionally vague. The three brief reports discussing the 

alleged event on March 30, 1988, which forms the basis of the 

third count, fall far short of disclosing the source of the 

supposed •negligence• committed by the Defendants. Although the 

7/ counts two, nine, and ten of the Complaint are also vague in 
that it is not clear whether the District Attorney seeks to 
impose liability for each of the 24 days referred to in 
these counts, or whether he seeks to impose only a single 
violation for each count. 
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", I 
I 

incident itself is described, Defendants' conduct is nowhere 

criticized. Similarly, with regard to the events of August 10, 

1988 and September 3 and 4, 1988, nowhere does the Complaint, or 

the documents attached thereto, explain the specific negligent 

act or acts with which Defendants are charged. That information 
is critical to any attempt by Defendants to demonstrate at trial 
that the conduct at issue either was not negligent or did not 

cause the incident. 

In sum, the District Attorney seems to be operating 

under the assumption that Defendants have guilty knowledge that 

will supply them with the details missing from the Complaint. 
However, such an assumption is antithetical to our criminal 
justice system. •There is a presumption that the defendant in a 

criminal case is innocent. An innocent defendant could not 

determine what offense he was accused of having committed from 

the information filed in this case.• People v. Clenney (1958) 

165 Cal.App.2d 241, 253-254. 

C. THE COMPLAINT IS ESPECIALLY VAGUE WITH REGARD 

TO LESLIE WILDE. 

Vague as the Complaint is with regard to Grow Group, 

Inc., it is vaguer still with regard to the alleged culpability 

of Defendant Wilde. In fact, nowhere in the Complaint or its 

attachments is Defendant Wilde's role in the relevant events 

described, nor is there any allegation or documentation that 

Defendant Wilde either knew or approved of the allegedly illegal 

activity. As Defendant Wilde's participation in the events 

surrounding the Complaint remain unmentioned, the Complaint must 
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be dismissed as to him, even if it is not dismissed with regard 

to Grow Group. Moreover, with regard to Defendant Wilde, the 

vagueness that infects counts two through five, nine, and ten is 

also fatal to counts one and six through eight. Without knowing 

the role that the District Attorney.envisions Defendant Wilde as 

playing with regard to the alleged disposal of hazardous waste 

and the discharge of the air contaminants on March 30, 1988, 

August 10, 1988, and September 3 and 4, 1988, Defendant Wilde 

cannot prepare an adequate defense. 

In the foregoing respect, Defendant Wilde's situation is 

similar to that faced by the defendant in Lamadrid, 118 

Cal.App.3d 786. There, the defendant was charged with vehicular 

manslaughter. However, the complaint did not specify whether the 

People were proceeding on the theory that the defendant was 

engaged in an •unlawful act• or a •lawful act which might produce 

death, in an unlawful manner.• Without knowing under which 

theory the prosecution would proceed, the defendant was unable to 

prepare a defense. So here, without knowing in what way be was 

responsible for the allegedly illegal acts charged in the 

Complaint, Defendant Wilde is not given adequate notice of the 

specific criminal conduct he will be required to meet at trial. 

IV 

CONCLUSION 

Count one of the Complaint fails to state a criminal 

cause of action, and counts two through five, nine, and ten are 

so vague as to fail to give Defendants adequate notice of the 

charges against them so as to allow them to prepare a defense. 
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Moreover, the Complaint utterly fails to disclose the basis for 

Defendant Wilde's liability concerning any of the acts alleged 

therein. Therefore, counts one through five, nine, and ten of 

the Complaint must be dismissed as to both Defendants, and the 

Complaint must be dismissed entirely as to Defendant Wilde. 

Dated: February 2, 1989 
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r GROW GROUP, INC. 
CONSUMER PRODUCT$ CIVl810N 

2501 Malt Avenue 
Commerce, CA 90040 

Telephone (213) 724-6530 

August 08, 1988 RECEIVED 

/•.UJ 1 9 1988 
Mr. David M. Cha&e, Program Supervisor 
Surveillance & Enforcement Unit 
Southern California Section 

Toxic Sub;;L1n•.:: l:1 C,~.-1\r,: Division 
Southern C.1liforni,i n~ction 

Loe Angae!1;1~ Toxic Substance Control Division 
Dept. of Health Services 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011. 
Los Angeles, California 9Q012 

Dear M%'.-Chase, RE: Report of Violation 
Schedule of Compliance 
CollBlerce, california 

Thia is in response to your letter (copy attached) on the above referenced 
subject dated July 28, 1988 

Count 1: 

Count 2: 

Count 3: 

Count 4: 

Count S: 

Cuw1t. 6; 

' 
Se~tion 66389 (b) (4). Failure to notify the DBS at least 
91J d,?tys prior to transfer of ownership to the facility. 

Unable to secure documentation at this time. Estimate 
docwaent.s will be available on ate approximately Sept 15, 1988. 
section 67102 - failure to develop,follow, and maintain 

- at the facility, a waste analysis plan. (ace attached) 
Section 67105 (d) - ~ailure to maintain at the facility a 
training plan and records docuaenting both initial 
training and annual review training for each employee 
engaged in handling hazardous wastes - copies on sit~ 
duplicate records of MSDS Training or employees. 
(see attached) 
section 67142 - Failure to maintain at the facility a eon
tingency plan - Revised copy will be available for inspec
tion approximately Sept 15, 1988. 
Section 66492 - Recordkeepin9 requirements for the generator. 
Manifest records for off site waste transportation. Will be 
returned on site no later than Sept 15, 1988. :1 
secLion 67212 - Failure to prepare, update, and maintain at 
the facility, a copy of the closure /post closure plan, 
In process, closure /post closure plan being updated and 
will be completed approx Sept 1S, 1988 



e appreciate your telling us of the problems and giving us the 

pportunity to take corrective measures. 

KM/np 

cc, L. Wild 
J. Lang 
J. Mahar 
D. Green 
B. Russell 
&. Jones 
J. Heese 

Sincerely, 

Kim Marti 
Plant Nanager 
Grow Group, Inc. 
2501 Malt Avenue 
coaaerce, ca 90040 



Grow Group, Inc. 

:Pan Am Bu]lding 
~00 Park Avenue 

- !.New York, NY 10166 
·:-(212) 599-4400 
TWX: 710·581-3686 
Telecopi~r. (212) 286-0940 

Iran Haefele 

P. 0. B(?X_7600 
4000 Dupont Circle 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 897-9851 
TWX: 810-535-3332 
Teiecopier: (502) 897-9861 

Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
714/744 P street 
.P.O. Box 942732 __ .•/ // ,,-
·sacramento, Califcirni~ 94234-7320 

t.aw Department 

/41ease Reply toi 
q{ New York Office 
D Louisville Office 

March 10, 1987 

·Re: Grow Group, Inc. Facilities at City of Commerce, CA ..(S-:ADO85393080) and Montebello. CA (CADO09380890) 

Dear Ms. Haefele: 

Reference your letter dated February 20, 1987, copy enclosed. 

I am also enclosing herewith, with r~spect to the Commerce property, copies of ·1etters ~ated July 29, 1985, August 16, 1985 and September 9, 1986. Copies of letters regarding the Montebello facility dated December 26, 1985, September 4, 1986 and September 9, 1986 are also enclosed. 

As indicated in the enclosed correspondence, no hazardous waste activity other than_generation is or has been conducted at the Commerce and.Montebello facilities~ Accordingly, it does not appear that the financial assurance and liability requirements apply. 

Please contact me if you have any questions about the above or if you continue to believe that financial assurance is required. Thank you. 

DBR/r 
encl. 
cc: L. Frank,.Esq. 

H. Jones 



ll. 

STATE OF CAllFORNIA-HEAlTH ANO WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE 0EUKMEJIAN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
714/7-U. P STREET 

SAC!>AME~TO. CA 9591-4 

(916) 322-5705 

Hr. David Harris 
Grow Group, Inc. 
200 Park Avenue 
Ne~ York, N.Y. 10166 

· Dear Hr. Harris: 

February 20, 1987 

RE: FACILITIES AT CITY OF COI1MERCE, CALIFORNIA, CAD085393080 

AND ?mNTEBELLO, CALIFORNIA, CAD009380890 

Tt:e D2partrilent bas 't:een notified by Georgia Pacific Corporation tr.at 

·· ·the a bove-mmed facilities rave been transferred to Grew Group, Inc., 

effect.i.ve July 31, 1986. 

Th.:.:: 1,::tter is to inform you that it is the respcnsibili ty of the 

owr.er/c,yJ~rator of a hazardous waste facility to comply with state 

fin;m.:ia l assur=1nce and liability require:nents pursuant to Article 17, 

Title 22, California Administrative Code (Enclosed). 

Fin:rncial assurance may take the forra of a trust fund, surety 

bond, letter of credit, financial test or corporate guarantee or 

insurance policy. Liability coverage ~ay be provided through 

insurance, a financial test or corporate guarantee (state pre-printed 

forms DHS 8100-8110 enclosed). 

Please be advised that you have 30 days from the date of this letter 

to sub~it the following documents to the Departcent or this matter 

will be referred for enforcement action. 

1) A certificate of insurance, financial test, or corporate guaran·tee 

to demonstrate liability coverage for sudden accidental 

occurrences ($i million per occurence per facility with a $2 

nillion· annual aggregate per facility). 

2) !he fin2ncial documents to satisfy the fir~ncial assurance 

requireffients fer closure costs. 

'I'!"!~ t·i~a~cial .:1ssu:--a~ce documents should be mailed to: 

Department of Health Services 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
714/744 P St. 
P. 0 • Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 



... 
\ .- . 

Mr. David Harris 
· Page 2 

2cF Z. 

z-zo-81 

If I can be of any assista~ce to you, please contact me at (916) 324-
2994. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~"(\ ~ 'J\\.:. ... .J~3-\..s__ 
Iran Haefele 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
Toxic Substances Contr~l Division --



··( '. . ' 

GROW GROUP, !NC. 
4000 Dupont Circle 
Lcuisv,lle, Kentucky 40207 
Telephone: t502) 897-9851 

Jufy~·2a, 1986 
HWJ-094-86 

Mr. Michael T. Goldstein, Technical Director 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA. 90640 

Dear Hike: 

Enclosed are (3) packages from EPA, Region IX which contain EPA 
Form 8700-12 (Rev. 11-85). Per Ms. Walker at Region IX (telephone 
no. 415-974-8015}, it w~ll be necessary for us to submit revised 
''Notifications of Hazardous Waste Activity" in order to accomplish 
the transfer of the folldwing EPA I.D. numbers for the listed 
facilities under new ownership. . 

!_'acili ty 

City of Commerce, CA. 

Montebello, CA. 

Vernon, CA. 

EPA I.D. No. 

CADO 85393080 

CADO 09380890 

CADO 20747655 

If you would complete these forms with the appropriate information 
and return them, I'll see that they are transmitted using Grow 
stationery. 

Best regards, 

/ I 
..t-/4_ .. - :1 , 
;v~bV.~_ 
Henry W. Jones 
Manager, Environmental Affairs 

/ds 
Attachment 
cc: w. H. Russell - w/o attacrr: 

7 



rAl! Of CAUFOIINIA-ffEALTH AND WElfARE AGENCY""" 
EPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 17 IOUTH BROADWAY, ROOM 7011 )S ANGELES, CA 80012 ll)IINIIO 

Mr. John F. Lynch, Head Deputy Environmental Crimes/OSHA Division Los Ange_les District Attorney 320 West Temple Street, Room 345 Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

REFERRAL OF GROW GROUP, INC. 
This letter serves as our formal previously provided to your office. of our resources on preparing this upon completion of that effort. 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Go_,_ 

September 23, 1988 

referral of the investigation package As you know, we felt it best to place all material, and then to draft this letter 
We are referring this matter to your office for whatever action that you deem 
appropriate. 

We would request that you advise our office of your intended course of action 
as early as possible, so that we may prepare any civil or administrative 

action that we, or another agency with whom we are currently coordinating, may 

wish to take. 

Please feel free to contact our staff or myself with any questions you may 
have. 

Sincerely, 
( \ . { 
. ' ,/ 10-~l 

DMC:cd 

David M. Chase, Acting Chief Surveillance and Enforcement Unit Region 3 (Los Angeles) Toxic Substances Control Division 

cc: William Sao Hoo, Assistant Chief Counsel Toxics Legal Office Toxic Substances Control Division 714/744 "P" Street P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 



Grow Group, Inc. 

760 S Vail Avenue 

Montebello,- California 

90640 

Telephone (213) 724-6530 

David M Chase 
Program Supervisor 
Surveillance and Enforcement Unit 
Southern California Section 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Department of Health Services 
107 South Broadway, Room 7011 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Re:Report of Violation and Schedule of Compliance 
Commerce California 

Dear Mr. Chase: 

Professional and Househokl 
Products Division 

September 23,1988 

We are writing to provide supplemental information to clarify Mr. 

Kim Marti's response of August 8,1988, to the subject Compliance 

Schedule of July 28,1988, and to resolve any outstanding issues. 

Enclosed you will find copies of a series of letters, beginning on 

July 29,1985, where the former operator of the facility, Georgia Pacific 

Corporation, initiated a request for withdrawal of the facility's Part A 

Hazardous Waste Facility Permit Application. This documentation shows 

its was Georgia Pacific's intention to have the record correctly 

indicate the proper 'RCRA designation for this facility to be that of a 

hazardous waste generator-only. The documents further show that this 

effort has been continued by Grow Group Incorporated since acquisition 

in August 1986. 

Responsive to count one, you will find enclosed letters dated July 

17,1986 and September 9,1986, to U.S. EPA, Region IX in which Grow Group 

made notification of the transfer of ownership from Georgia Pacific. 

Failure to provide this same notice to the Department of Health Services 

(DHS) at that time was unintentional. our recent review of the enclosed 

Notice of Hazardous Waste Activity dated August 18,1986, reveals that 

the information provided at that time is no longer current. Please 

provide EPA Form 8700-12 so we can file an amended Notice. 

Responsive to count six, both the Georgia Pacific review and the 

sub~e~ent review by Grow Group lead to the conclusion that the Commerce 

fac1;1ty was not, and still is not, a TSD facility, and thus not 

required to have Interim Status nor a RCRA Permit. As a hazardous waste 

generator-only the requirements of CAC, Title 22, Chapter 30, Section 
67 212; and 40 CFR 265, Subpart Gare believed to be not applicable. 



We believe Mr. Marti's earlier comments for counts two through five 

sufficiently address those issues and no further action is required. 

If you have any questions on this, or need further information, 

please advise. 

Jim Mahar 

Director of Engineering 

cc:L Wilde 
J Lang 
D Green 
H Jones 
K Marti 
A Shah 

w/o attachments 
w/o attachments 
w/o attachments 
w/ attachments 
w/o attachments 
w/ attachments 
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Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

Law Department 

Direct Dial: 

(404) 521-4868 

Mr. Roy Thielking 
Department of Health Services 
107 South Broadway 
Room 7011 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Mr. Thielking: 

133 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
P. 0. Box 105605 
Atlanta, Georgia 30348 
Telephone (404) 521-4000 

December 2L, .J.9,8.8 .... 
.... ,_:ii' ... 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 7 1988 

Toxic Substances Control Oivi!';ion 
Southern California Section 

Los Ang -efes 

In accordance with our recent telephone conversation, please find 
enclosed a copy of the Asset Purchase Agreement between 
Georgia-Pacific and Grow Group, Inc. dated July 31, 1986. You may 
want to refer to page 3 of the agreement reciting that Grow Group 
purchased, among other things, normally accumulated amounts of 
waste materials and scrap. I am also enclosing two letters dated 
February 26, 1987 and March 9, 1987, from the respective officers 
of Georgia-Pacific and Grow Group, representing a resolution of 
certain disputed items that arose subsequent to closing. Among 
those disputed items was the amount Grow Group was to pay for the 
inventory of broken chlorine tablets located at Commerce. The 
item highlighted in yellow represents the amount Grow Group 
finally agreed to pay for those broken tablets. In short, Grow 
Group _purchased the waste, scrap and broken tablets alo-ng with the 
other assets at Commerce which comprised our Chemical Packaging 
Division. 

Grow Group executed an Assignment and Assumption Agreement, was 
given a bill of sale to the assets and was transferred all 
environmental permits (copies reflecting each of these are 
attached). At the time of the sale all environmental permits 
(industrial wastewater, 19 air permits) were current. Notice of 
the transfer of assets was given to the EPA and to the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (see attached copies). 

While we have not undertaken an investigation of our own, we 
understand that the accident which took place on Labor Day weekend 
was the result of a chemical reaction caused by fiber drums of 
chlorine making contact with water. The drums reportedly 
contained chlorine material emptied from the bag filter, floor 
sweepings, and broken tablets. Some, but certainly not all, of 



Page 2 
Decmeber 21, 1988 

the material could have been scrap and broken tablets purchased 
from Georgia-Pacific. When Georgia-Pacific owned the business, 
such material was properly stored indoors and at the time of the 
sale, a regrinder had been purchased for purposes of regrinding 
the material and making it into new tablets for sale. (Grow Group 
purchased this regrinder as well.) We have been advised that Grow 
Group abandoned those plans and moved the material to an exterior 
storage location where the accident occurred. We have heard that 
Grow Group was advised by the local authorities, other customers 
and by its own personnel that this was an unsafe method of storage. 

We do not know what Grow Group may have advised you in the course 
of your investigation. However, Mr. Glass' letter to Grow Group 
of November 23, 1988 suggests, in paragraph three, that a 
distinction is being drawn between material Grow Group may have 
generated after purchasing the business and material which was 
"left on site" as of the date of the transfer of ownership. The 
asset purchase agreement and supporting documents referred to 
above should leave no doubt that Georgia-Pacific~, and 
received value .f..Q.r.., the waste materials, scrap and broken tablets 
located at Commerce and that there were no materials "left on 
site" that were not bought and paid for. If Grow Group is 
suggesting otherwise or is in any other way trying to shift 
responsibility to Georgia-Pacific, for an accident which occurred 
over two years after the facilities were sold, then we insist upon 
the opportunity to be heard and present our side prior to any 
action being taken. 

Grow Group has not discussed the accident with us nor indicated 
that they feel we are responsible in some way. Perhaps our 
concern is not well-founded. However, Mr. Glass' letter is the 
second instance we are aware of where a suggestion was apparently 
made by Grow Group that Georgia-Pacific "left" some waste 
materials on the site, the implication being that Georgia-Pacific 
had some obligation to remove the material when it sold the 
facility and had failed to do so. As stated above, the broken 
tablets and other materials reportedly involved in the accident 
were purchased by Grow Group along with the real property, the 
equipment, the inventory and all other assets of the division. 

Hopefully the information we are furnishing will end any 
misunderstanding concerning the status of the waste materials and 
broken tablets at the site. We will be happy to furnish you any 
additional information which we may have to assist in completing 
your investigation. We would ask, however, that you keep the 
information supplied confidential since it does contain material 
we deem sensitive and proprietary. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration. 

PMA:tln 

Sincerely, 

g~ l/Jt. 
Phillip M. Armstrong 
Senior Counsel 

----
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AGREEMENT 

dated as of July 31, 1986 

between 

GEORGIA-PACIFIC CORPORATION 

and 

GROW GROUP, INC. 



SCHEDULES' 
TO -

GEORGIA-PACIFIC CORPORATION/GROW 
ASSET PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

PERMITS 

south Coast Air Quality Management District Permit to Operate 
1• 1.o. No. 007431 (Vernon, CA) (Expire upon change of ownership 

in accordance with its terms). 

p£ 
DESCRIPTION APPLIC # ~ 

•· M39294 Baghouse, Ambient Temperature 118294 1/1/87 
b, M36395 Chemical Milling C41268 1/1/87 

C• M30841 Baghouse, Basic, Dry Filter C41268 l/1/87 
d, M40208 Other Minerals, Storage, C41564 l/1/87 

Other 

•• M39337 Baghouse, Basic Ory Filter C4156S l/1/87 
f. M40147 Baghouse, Basic Dry Filter C420ll l/1/87 

9• M39338 Chems., Misc., Inorg., C42012 1/1/87 
Packaging Baghouse, Ambient 
Temperature 

2. south Coast Air Quality Management District Permit to Operate 
I.D. No. 012363 (Montebello, CA) (Expire upon change of 
ownership in Jccordance with its terms) 

PERMIT # DESCRIPTION APPLIC # EXP 

•• M32947 Alcohols, Storage - Other 
Sparger, Acid storage tank with 

107643 11/1/86 

vent tra 
b M37944 Chems., Misc. Inorg., Blending 121434 11/1/86 
~ M23209 Ammonia, Storage-Other Absorber Al3084 ll/.l/86 
d, M232ll Alcohols, Storage - Other C30516 11/1/86 
e. M21QS8 CL & Halogened Hycns, Storage - C37101 - 11/1/86 

Conserva•n 
f. M21057 CL & Halogened Hycns, Storage - C37102 11/1/86 

Conserva'n 
9. M21056 Hydrocarbons, Misc. Storage - C37103 11/1/86 

Conserva'n 
h. M21039 Miscellaneous, Blending C37104 11/1/86 
i. M21040 Miscellaneous, Blending C37105 11/1/86 
i. M21041 Miscellaneous, Blending C37106 11/1/86 
k. M21038 Miscellaneous, Blending C37107 11/1/86 
l. M21037 Miscellaneous, Blending C37108 11/1/86 
Ill, M21036 Miscellaneous, Blending C37109 11/1/86 

-
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1421035 
0• 1421034 
O• 1421032 
P• M21033 
4· 

~ 

Miscellaneous, Blending 
Miscellaneous, Blending 
Miscellaneous, Blending 
Miscellaneous, Blending 

... , . .,, 
C37110 
C37lll 
C37112 
C37113 

11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 

south coast Air Quality Management District Permit to Operate 
3· 1 0 • No. 000278 (Commerce, CA) (Expires upon change of 

0;nership in accordance with its terms). 

b· M38S30 
M37374 

C• M37375 
d· M40226 
e. pS2446 
f. P43362 
g. P43363 
h, P43364 i I 

j. P43365 
P43366 k. 

1, P43367 
lll• P43368 
n. PS2448 

0 • P52449 

p. P52306 
q. Mlll55 
r. Mlll57 
s. M40227 
t. 

DESCRIPTION 
Soda Ash & Caustic, Storage
Other 
Baghouse, Basic, Dry Filter 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Tablet Filler 
Bleach, Reaction 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Bleach, Storage - Other 
Acid, Misc. Inorg., Storage -
Other 
Acid, Misc. Inorg., Storage -
Other 
Scrubber, General 
Baghouse, Basic, Dry Filter 
Dets & Clean Comps, Packaging 
Baghouse, Basic Dry Filter 
Permit to Construct Baghouse & 
Exhaust System 

APPLIC # 
105373 

109887 
118510 
118511 
123876 
A63523 
A63524 
A63525 
A63526 
A63527 
A63528 
A63530 
A63531 
A63534 

A63535 

A64333 
Cl6286 
Cl6291 
C41267 
135235 

EXP 
ll/1/86 

11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 
11/1/86 

11/1/86 

ll/1/86 
11/1/86 
ll/1/86 
11/1/86 
10/2/87 

4. State of 
a. Air 
b. Air 
'=· ~ir 

C~lifornia Permit to Operate Air Pressure Tank. 
Tan~ No. 1673 6/ Montebello exp. 12/8/90 
Tank No. 9657-67 - Montebello exp. 12/8/90 
Tank No. ?.1808-76 - Montebello exp. 12/8/90 

State of California Permit to Operate Liquefied Petroleum Gas Tank. 
a. Tank No. 5655-80 - Montebello exp. 7/5/86 
b. Tank No. 5656-80 - Montebello exp. 7/5/86 
c. Tank No. 5668-80 - Montebello exp. 7/5/86 
d. Tank No. 17203-60 ~ Montebello exp. 7/5/86 

5. Los Angeles County Sanitation District 
Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit 
Permit No. 5278 - Montebello Plant 
Permit No. 2627 - Commerce Plant 

t28PMA 
-2-
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waste Discharge Permit No. 7160-R04/85-2 for Auburn, WA exp. 
5/15/90 

Privilege License No. 73013966 from City of Phoenix, Arizona. 

Transaction Privilege Tax License No. 07-148294-K From Arizona 
Department of Revenue expires 12/1/86, not transferable. 

9 j City of Newport Beach Business License Exp. 12/31/86. 
(possibly not transferable) 

10 • city of Commerce Business License Exp. 12/31/86. (possibly ~~t-"'-7 
transferable) 

11. city of Vernon Business License (possibly not transferable) 

12. Polk County Occupational License for Highland City, FL Exp. 
9/30/86. 

13. City of Hollywood, FL License No. 80 01179 Exp 9/30/86 

14. Broward County Occupational License Tax for Hollywood, FL No. 
070475 Exp. 9/30/86. 

1s. City of Forest Hill Business Registration Exp. 12/30/86. 

16. Special Stamp Tax for Montebello plant, document Number 
89411-148-80403-S (possibly not transferable). 

11. Florida Department of Revenue Certificate of Registration 
Certificate Number 16-05-123432-99 (possibly not transferable). 

18. Texas Sales and Use Tax Permit for Fort Worth, TX plant 
(possibly not transferable). 

19. EPA REGISTERED PROuUCTS 

7368-4 

7368-4-550 
7368-4-793 

7368-4-11321 
7368-6 

7368-6-41136 
7368-6-7368 
7368-6-27S3 

428PMA 

GP Top Clor Pool Chlorlne Liquid 
ProCare Chlorinating Liquid 
Guardsman Chlorinating Liquid 
Scotch Buy Chlorinating Liquid 
White Magic Chlorinating Liquid 
Evrpure Chlorinating Liquid 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Stab. Chlor. 
Granules ProCare Stab. Dry Chlor. 
Granules 
Chlorinating Granules 
Stabil Clor Concentrate 
Perform Dry Chlorine 

-3-



7368-12-7368 
7368-15 
7368-15 
7368-19 

7368-19-2753 
7368-20 

7368-21 

7368-22 
7368-23 
7368-26 
7368-27 

7368-28 
7368-29 
7368-29-51128 
7368-30 

7368-30-4113 6 
7368-31 

7368-33-915 7 

7368-34 
7368-35 

7368-35-793 
7368-35-27570 
7368-3S-3S583 

-.... ~· 

Tops Chlor All Powder 
Top Clor Swimming Pool Chlorine 
Tops Muriatic Acid 
Topsan Powdered Disinfectant 
Topsan Powdered Disinfectant, 
Sanitizr & Algicide 
GP Topsan 
FS Chlorine Disinfectant 
FS Bleach 
Aqua Chem Pool Care 3" Stab. 
Chlor. Tablets 
Procare 3" Tabs 
Perform Large Chlorinating Tablets 
Sani-Clor Bleach (GSA) 

Aqua Chem Pool Care Black-Out 
ProCare Black-Out Algicide 
Georgia-Pacific TCCA 
GP Chlorinating Cartridge 
GP Algae Control 
Liquified Chlorine 
Aqua Chem Pool Carel" Stab. 
Chlor. Tablets 
ProCare l" Tabs 
Aqua Chem Algae Control II 
GP Chlor 
ProClean Low-Temp. Sanitizer 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Stab. Chlor. 
Cartridge 
Stabil Clor 90 Chlorinating 
Cartridge 
ProCare Cartridge Chlorinator 
ProCare Cartridge 
GP Splasher Pool Chlorinating 
Liquid · 
GP Liquid Shocking Agent 
A<JU,l Chwn Pool Care ·Sho~k 
Treatment/Ory Chlor. 
GP CH-65 
GP Supercharger 
GP Granular Shocking Agent 
Clear Day Calcium Hypochlorite 
Granules 
Calcium Hypochlorite Tablets 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Liquid 
Chlorinizor 
Scotch Buy Pool Chlorine 
Paddock Liquid Chlorine II 
Action Pool Liquid Chlorinating 
Product 

-4-



7368-36 
7368-37 

7368-38 

7368-39 
7368-39-13152 
7368-39-33176 
7368-39-9975 
7368-39-15153 
7368-45 
7368-46 
7368-47 
7368-53 
7368-53-2114 7 
7368-53-1114 
7368-54 
7368-55 
7368-56 
7368-57 
7368-58 
7368-59 
7368-60 
7368-61 
7368-62 

7368-63 
7368-64 

7368-65 
7368-66 
7368-67 
7368-68 

7368-69 
7368-70- -

7368-71 
7368-72 

7368-73 
7368-74 
7368-75 
7368-76 

428PMA 

GP Stabil Chlor 
Aqua Chem Spa Care Stab. Chlor. 
Granules 
Babbitt Inst. Glycol Air 
Santizr/Room Deod. 
Babbitt Insect Killer 
Iris Insect Killer 
Airysol Brand Insect Killer 
Formula K Insect Killer 
Double SS Brand Insect Killer 
GP Flying Insect Killer 
GP Household Insect Killer 
GP Total Release Insect Fogger 
Ant & Roach Spray 
CFS Ant & Roach Spray 
Nugget Ant & Roach Spray 
Aqua Chem Spa Care Algicide 
GP House & Garden Insect Killer 
GP Dog & Cat Repellant 
GP Flea & Tick Spray 
GP Pet Shampoo 
Pool Care Super 60 
Pool Care Algicide 
Mini Tabs 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Algicide 
Liquid Cone. 
Secure 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Shock 
Treatment/Ory Chlor. 
ProCare Supercharger 
Shock Tret 
Super 60 
Aqua Chlor 
Maxi-Tabs 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Algicide 
Granules 
ProCare Lithium Hypo. Alglcide 
Insta-Clor 
Aquatox Algicide 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Stab. Chlor. 
Cartridge, Type E 
ProCare Super Chlorinating 
Cartridge, Type E 
Spa Tabs 
Super Gran 
Power Gran 90 
Slip Tabs 
Spa Crystals 
Aqua Chem Spa Care Shock Treatment 
Perform Pine Disinfectant Cleaner 

-5-



7368-76-28963 
7368-77 

7368-78 
7368-79 
7368-79-21147 
7368-80 

7368-81 
7368-82 
7368-83 

7368-83-3813 
7368-83-41795 
7368-84 
7368-85 

7368-85-13829 
7368-85-46001 
7368-85-9946 
7368-85-20761 
7368-85-4313 
7368-85-9202 
7368 ... 85-44287 
7368-85-11997 
7368-85-12316 
7368-85-9946 
7368-85-1844 7 
'f36;j--t35-5736 
7368•85-1515S 
7368-85-14083 
7368-85-·13159 
7368-85-11790 
7368-85-25651 
7368-85-5576 
7368-85-13945 
7368-86 
7368-86-16296 
7368-86-18447 
7368-87 
7368-87-45789 
7368-87-42026 

428PMA 

_,, 
Ralphs Pine Disinfectant Cleaner 
Aqua Chem Pool Care Algicide 
Liquid 
GP Pet Spray 
GP Insect Killer 
CFS Insect Killer 
Sani-Clor Low-Temp. Liquid 
Sanitizer 
Sani-Clor Cone. Low-Temp Sanitizer 
Formaldehyde Solution 
"Em-Bee" CL-8 Sodium Hypo. 
Solution Super Chlor 
VT-8 Liquid Sanitizer 
Crouch Bleach 
I.D.E.A. Liquid Sanitizer 
Wright Bleach 
Tru-Rite Bleach 
Bonnie Bleach 
Dru-Rite Bleach 
-Falls Bleach 
Hill's Bleach 
IFI Bleach 
Piggly Wiggly Bleach 
Startex Bleach 
Target Bleach 
Ampco Bleach 
Brite-n-White Bleach 
Frosty Acres Bleach 
Captain's Crest Bleach 
Carroll Co. Bleach 
Century Bleach 
Chlorigen 
Gibson Bleach 
Hale's Bleach 
Ideal Bleach 
Itasca Bleach 
Liqu-a--Klor Bleach 
M-0 Bleach 
Napco Bleach 
Nifda Bleach 
Smith Supply Co., Inc. Bleach 
Stah'l Lone Star Bleach 
Super Bleach 
Tayloe Bleach 
Sani-Clean Lemon Detergent 
Eve Lemon Disinfectant 
Itasca Lemon Disinfectant 
Sodium Hypochlorite 
Badlands Pool Sanitizer 
Destainer Sanitizer 
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1368-87-16296 
7368-87-39978 
7368-87-14083 
7368-87-5576 
7368-88 

7368-89 
7368--90 
73~8--91 

73,68-92 
7368-93 
?368--OU( 94) 

1839--84 

1839-84-11114 

1839-85 
1839-85-11114 
748-216-7368 
748-239-7368 
887-15 
875-47 
5185-177-7368 

5185-177-7368 
5185-177-7368 

5185-237-7368 
11005-3 

20. Boiler Division 
Worth plant. 

Certificate # 

8411302189 
8411302190 
84fl302191 

21. EPA I.D. NUMBERS 

Auburn, WA 
Commerce, CA 
Montebello. CA 
Tracy, CA 
Vernon, CA 
Phoenix, AZ 

428PMA 

Certificates 

TX Boiler 

128820 
128821 
128822 

Eve Bleach Liquid Sanitizer 
K-Klean Liquid Sanitizer 
Napco Nap-Chlor Bleach 
Regal Pool Chlor Liquid Sanitizer Sani-Soft Bacteriostatic Laundry Soft. Cone. 
Defend 
Super Pro-Tee 
LC-144 Powdered Fabric Softener Sanitizer 
Kleerpool Algaecide • 
Rite-Pine Disinfectant 
Rite-Mint Disinfectant, Cleaner Deodrant 
GP Multi-Purpose Disinfectant Cleaner 
Nugget Multi-Purpose Disinfectant Cleaner 
GP Spray Disinfectant 
Nugget Spray Disinfectant 
Calcium Hypochlorite 
Aqua Chem CH-65 
Bonchem Sta-Chlor 
Dibac Liquid Chlorine Sanitizer Ralph's Generic Pine Oil 
Disinfectant 
GP Pine Oil Disinfectant Cleaner Perform Pine Oil Disinfectant 
Cleaner 
GP Hospital Disinfectant 
Ori Chem Liquid Pool Chlorine 

of Operation relating to the Fort 

# Inspected Expiration 

05/03/84 05/03/87 
05/03/84 05/03/87 
05/03/84 05/03/87 

(R.C.R.A. 1.0. #) 

WADO 57311334 
CADO 85393080 
CADO 09380890 
CADO 96233564 
CADO 20747655 
AZDO 80664881 
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'-"' EPA ESTABLISHMENT NUMBERS 

Auburn, WA 
Commerce, CA 
Fort Worth, TX 
Highland City, FL 
Montebello, CA 
Phoenix, AR 
Tracy, CA 
Vernon, CA 

7368-WA-001_ 
7368-CA-001 

'·· 8727-TX-001 
7368-FL-002 
7368-CA-003 ___ -
7368-Az-oof· · 
7368-CA-002 
7368-CA-004 

Applications have been made for Underground Tank 
Registriation Permits for the following tanks: 

City of Commerce, CA Facility 

(i) One 8,000 gallon diesel fuel tank; 

Montebello, CA Facility 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 

One 10,000 gallon mineral spirits tank; 
One 7,500 gallon mineral spirits tank; 
One 2,000 gallon mineral spirits tank; 
One 7,500 gallon ethanol tank; and 
One 7,500 gallon methanol tank. 

vernon, CA Facility -
(i) One 500 gallon pit for the storage of dry materials; 

and 
(ii) One 1,000 gallon pit for the storage of dry materials. 

24. TRACTOR/TRAILER PERMITS 

Fort Worth, TX 
TX IRP Accoun': N,) 001054 Fl<'!P-t: l (t('1JCk license assignment 
by state of Teza::. toe f'ort Worth fleet). 
TX Interstate Fuel User License 1-93-0432081-5 (blanket 
permit required by Texas). 

Unit 508039 
ARK -

KS -

LA -
NM -
TX -

428PMA 

Special Fuel 039057 
Highway Use 092856 
Special Fuel 03181 
Kansas Corporation Commission 6815 
Special Fuel Continuous Public Service Commission 
Special Fuel 5472378 Public Service Commission 
Special Fuel Blanket - l-93-0432081-5 · 

-a-

022601 



• 

• 

unit 

Unit 535302 
ARK - Special Fuel 039058 

Highway Use 092857 
KS - Special Fuel 03181 

LA -
NM -
TX -

558307 

Kansas Corporation Commission 6816 
Public Service Commission 022602 
Special Fuel 5472410 
Special Fuel l-93-0432081-S 

ARK - Special Fuel 039059 
Highway Use 092858 

KS - Special Fuel 03181 

LA -
NM -
TX -

Kansas Corporation Commission 48924 
Public Service Commission 322851 
Special Fuel 5472S19 
Special Fuel 1-93-0432081-S 

Unit 558308 
AR Special Fuel 039060 

KS -

LA -
NM -
TX -

Unit 578133 

Highway Use 092859 
Special Fuel 03181 
Kansas Corporation Commission 48925 
Public Service Commission 322852 
Special Fuel 5472527 
Special Fuel l-93-0432081-5 

AR Special Fuel 039061 
Highway Use 092860 

KS - Special Fuel 03181 
Kansas Corporation Commission 6894 

LA - Public Service Commission 022605 
NM - Special Fuel 5472675 
TX Special Fuel l-93-0432081-5 

588118 
AR - Special Fuel 039062 

Highway Use 092861 
KS - Special Fuel 03181 

LA
NM -
TX -

Kansas Corporation Commission 6814 
Public Service Commission 022606 
Special Fuel 5472683 
Special Fuel 1-93-0432081-S 

C-600-A No Special Permits Base State License only 
C-609-A No Special Permits Base State License only 
50441 No Special Permits Base State License only 

42BPMA 
-9-



~land CitI, FL 
S7172 Special Fuel Permit 
W723A Special Fuel Permit 
468013 Special Fuel Permit 
558004 Special Fuel Permit 
568022 Special Fuel Permit 
588012 Special Fuel Permit 
598018 Special Fuel Permit 

1,·as Vegas, NV 
--- Special Fuel & Mileage Tax Acct. No. Gl70 502019 

Auburn, WA 
- special Fuel Tax License No. 06976 

wa2s2 (fuel license 
not required) 
sssoo1 

Was. Special 
Fuel License 

06976 

Oregon PUC 

BAC577 

prorate License Acct. No. 129991 Fleet Washington 04 
prorate License Acct. No. 16275 Fleet Washington 04 

commerce, CA 
CA Interstate Fuel User License No. FS OHB 04-050624 
NV Special Fuel/Mileage Tax Acct. No. GP 01 

428PMA 

568014 
568015 
568016 
548316 
548317 

NV Mileage Tax/Prorate plate 12484H 
NV Mileage Tax/Prorate plate 21571X 

NV Mileage Tax/Prorate plate 50846C 
NV Mileage Tax/Prorate plate 50847C 

-10-

16803 
59398 
59396 
16804 
16805 
59399 
16807 
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Georgia-Pacific Corporation 133 Peachtree Street, N.E. ( 30303) 

P.O. Box 105605 

South Coast 
Air Quality Management District 
9150 E. Flair Dr. 
El Monte, CA 91731 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Atlanta, Georgia 30348-5605 
Telephone ( 404) 52 i -4000 

July 31, 1986 

This is a notification that the ownership of the facility listed below 
was transferred from Georgia-Pacific Corporation, Chemical Packaging 
Division, to Grow Group, Inc. effective July 31, 1986. 

The permits listed below are applicable to this facility and it is 
requested that these permits be transferred, reassigned, or otherwise 
managed as appropriate. 

Facility Location Permit Number 

City of Commerce, CA M 38530 
2501 Malt Ave, M 37374 
90040 M 37375· 

M 40226· 
I. D. 1100278 p 52446 

p 43362' 
p 43363 
p 43364 
p 43365 
p 43366 
p 43367 
p 43368 
p 52448 
p 52249 
P 52306 
M 11155 
M 11157 
M 40227 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please 
advise. 

.,._,,._...western Region 
Environmental Engineering 
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STATE OF CAUfCltNIA_.....lTH AND "f:FAftf.• ) 

/oePARTMENT OF HEALTH SERv-,c-=E-S---===-=--=---
71,/744, mm 
P.O. IOX 9'2732 
SACIAM!NYO, CA 9'234-7320 

(916) 322-3670 

Mr. Gary Eagleson, Manager 

Hay 23, 1990 

Environmental, Regulatory and Safety Affairs 
Grow Group, Incorporated 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Dear Mr. Eagleson: 

ISOCYANURIC ACID 

.... 
GEOltGf DEUICMEJIAN, Go_, 

Due to concerns raised by our regional office in Burbank as to 
possible misinterpretation of my April 9, 1990 letter to you, I I 
need to clarity . and emphasize some points in that letter. My 
letter was not a waste classification determination nor is it to 
be construed as a departmental commitment that issuance of a 
nonhazardous waste determination would be automatic upon submittal 
of additional documentation. My letter said that I had made "a 
cursory review" of the "limited information submitted". I advised 
you that ¼t you wish to request a formal Department classification 
(section 66305, 22 CCR) that you must submit all the appropriate 
and pertinent analytical data. The analytical testing must be done 
by a laboratory certified by the Department to perform hazardous 
waste testing. 

I pointed out that a generator may self-classify their waste 
pursuant to section 66305 (b) without the Department's concurrence. 
However, I should also point out that section 66305 (i) states "If 
the Department at any time finds that the information submitted or 
generated for a determination pursuant to section 66305 (b), ••• 
was erroneous for any of the following reasons, the Department may 
notify the waste producer in writing of the deficiencies: 

• 
• 
• 

(3) analysis or testing of the waste performed by the Department 
or other agencies or information available to the Department 
demonstrates that the waste is hazardous according to the 
criteria given in Article 11 of this chapter. 

I 

f 
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Mr. Gary Eagleson, Manager 
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I should point out that section 66305 dealing with classification 
of a waste as hazardous or nonhazardous references the definition 
in section 25117 of the California Health and Safety Code which 
says: •Hazardous waste means either of the following: 

(1) A waste, or combination of wastes, which because of its 
quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 
characteristics may either: 

(A) cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in 
mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or 
encompaasitating irreversible, illness. 

(B) Pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human 
health or environment when improperly treated, stored, 
transported, or disposed of, or otherwise managed". 

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, you may 
contact me at the above letterhead address or telephone number. 

Sincerely, 
r, J, 

{irtt-, 
·/ ,~ - -

Ronald Pilorin 
Alternative Technology Division 
Toxic Substances control Program 

cc: Caryn Woodhouse 

RP:al 

Alternative Technology Division 
Toxic Substances Control Program 
714/744 P Street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Dennis Dickerson, Regional Administrator 
REGION 3/Burbank 
Toxic Substances Control Program 
1405 N. San Fernando Blvd. 
Burbank, CA 91504 

I 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AHO WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUICMEJIAN, Go11emor 

JEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
714/7~ P STREET 
P.O. IOX 9'2732 
SACRAMENTO, CA 9'23'-7320 

(916) 324-1807 

Mr. Gary Eagleson 
Grow Group, :Inc. 
760 s. Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Dear Mr. Eagleson: 

December 20, 1989 

In your most recent letter, you requested that the Department of 
Health Services (DHS) confirm in writing that Grow Group, Inc.•s 
(GGI) proposed use of waste di- and trichloroisocyanuric acids to 
produce industrial strength bleach is exempt from DHS regulation. 
Specifically, you believe that the subject waste acids would be 
exempt from regulation, because GGI would be using them onsite as 
commercial product substitutes. In earlier correspondence, you 
provided the following information about your proposal: 

o GGI manufactures bleach and generates waste 
trichloroisocyanuric acid (presumably also 
dichloroisocyanurie acid) from off-specification material, 
baghouse fines and floor sweepings. 

o GGI proposes to do all of the following: 

- Add the subject acid(s) to, and dissolve it (them) in, 
GGI's waste bleach tank to release available chlorine, 
thereby producing a weak bleach solution; 

Pump the weak bleach solution, along with caustic soda, 
through GGI's bleach-making operation to produce 
industrial strength bleach; 

Produce no residues from addition of the subject waste 
acid(s) to the waste bleach tank; and 

- Reduce GGI's consumption of raw chlorine accordingly • 

. o GGI received a verbal determination from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (via EPA's "Hotline") 
that EPA would not regulate GGI's proposed recycling 
operation (per your telephone conversation of 
October 6, 1989 with Mr. Eric Workman of my staff). 
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Mr. Gary Eagleson 
Page 2 
December 20, 1989 

Based on the above information, the OHS has concluded the 
•· following: 

o The subject acid(s) would be conditionally exempt from OHS 
regulation, because it (they) would be used as a safe and 
effective substitute(s) for a commercial product (i.e., raw 
chlorine) [see Section 25143.2(b)(2), Health and Safety Code 
(HSC)] when managed as described above •. 

. o The exemption would apply only if all of the following 
conditions are met: 

- The provisions of the exemption are fulfilled. 

- None of the exclusions in Section 25143.2(e), HSC 
supersedes. 

- The documentation and recordkeeping requirements of 
Section 25143.2(f), HSC are fulfilled. 

- The subject acid(s) is (are) also exempt from federal 
regulation. 

Enclosed for your use is a copy of Section 25143.2, HSC (cited 
above) as it appears in Assembly Bill (AB) 1847 (1989). For a 
complete copy of the state hazardous waste control laws and 
regulations administered by the OHS, complete and mail the 
enclosed form as instructed. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact 
. ,-- -::."·~--~-~-.:..;-__.,.,~.Mr'-': Eric Workman of my staff at (916) 322-1330. 

Enclosures 

RM:EW:vs 

Sincerely, 

Robert McCormick 
Alternative Technology Division 
Toxic Substances Control Program 

bee: Kim Wilhelm, ATD 
REGION 3/BURBANK 
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Grow Group, Inc. 

F "'' ,....,, Bu1ld1r; 
200 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10166 
(212) 599·4400 
TWX: 710·581·368• 
Teler;opier. (212) 2h _ . -+0 

: J • I• 

BY MESSENGER 

,-, ::io,. ;too 
Dup:.;rit C,rc:le 

- . ,,S·mle. KY 40207 
(502) 837-9861 

-rwx· 810··5-'35·3332 
Tc,l;eC(>pier (S02) 897-9861 

August 14, 1989 

Antonette Cordero, Esq. 
Deputy Attorney General 
State of California 
Department of Justice 
3580 Wilshire Boulevard, Room 800 
Lo.>S Angeles, CA 90010 

Law Department 

Please Reply to: 
:..-: New York Office 
:-: Louisville Office 

Re: Grow Group - Commerce and Montebello Citation~ 

Dear Ms. Cordero: 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us on July 
19. We regret that we were unable to make substantive progress 
toward a resolution of the various Department of Health Service 

"citations. However, we are hopeful that a settlement is still 
possible and we present this statement of position for that 
purpose. This letter should be considered as part of our 
ongoing effort to settle the dispute and as such is inadmissable 
in the event of subsequent litigation. Furthermore, nothing 
contained in this letter should be construed as an admission of 
any liability whatsoever by Grow, which expressly disclaims any 
liability under all applicable laws and regulations. Finally, 
this letter is for your exclusive use and that of your client 
and it is Grow's desire that it not be shared with any other 
agency or person without our prior approval. 
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Antonette Cordero, Esq. 
August 14, 1989 
Page 2 

It is imporLant to note at the outset of any discussion relating to the issues pres~nted that when Grow acquired the facilities in question on August 1, 1986, it specifically sought and received written representations from Georgia-Pacific, the seller, that the operation was in full compliance with all applicable laws and regulations, including all environmental laws and regulations. Georgia-Pacific assured Grow, among other things, that it had so-called generator status and operated the facilities accordingly. !i@fl\lJl#A1CeM(lP(li • opswr "1th~• f•---•tl&JEVP Since Grow was first advised by the Department of Health Services that it might not be in compliance with certain regulatory requirements, it has attempted to cooperate with the Department and presently intends to go through closure so as to leave no doubt as to its compliance status. In this effort Grow will spend hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Grow will continue to cooperate with the Department to the maximum extent possible. It is motivated in significant part by the obligation it feels to the hundreds of employees who would be affected if Grow discontinues its operations. Even without the present regulatory dispute,· the Company is losing money. In view of all the circumstances, Grow believes that the penalties proposed by the Department, totalling $825,000, are excessive. This letter will discuss each of the citations with a view towards a resolution short of litigation. 
A. The following responds to the Department of Health -~---~ervices' letter date9 July 28, 198~, regarding the June llL .1988 inspection of Grow' s Commerce facility.:. ···· 
1. Count 1. S tion 66389(b)(4), CCR. Failure to notify the DHS at least ~v days prior to transfer of ownership of the facility. 

. The section cited applies to interim status facilities, not to generator-only facilities. As you know, Grow does not agree that the commerce facility has interim status or is otherwise a treatment, storage or disposal facility, The basis for this understanding arises out of the acquisition of the operation from Georgia-Pacific Corporation. 
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Georgia-Pacific originally filed a Part A Hazardous Waste Permit Application on November 18, 1980 1 but an interim status document was never jssued. Georgia-Pacific wrote to the Environmental Protection Agency on July 29, 1985 to advise that it had made the 1980 filing as a protective measure, but that it had always operated as a generator, and that it wished to withdraw its application. The EPA responded on August 16, 1985, and stated that it was forwarding Georgia-Pacific's letter to the Department of Health Services for action. There is nothing to indicate that the Department of Health services ever responded to Georgia-Pacific or to the EPA. 
At the time of the acquisition discussions, GeorgiaPacific represented to Grow that the Commerce facility was properly classified as a generator. Grow relied upon that representation and believed that the formal withdrawal of Georgia-Pacific's 1980 application would ultimately occur as a matter of Department of Health services routine. since Georgia-~ v se row ta e ac1 i a a was o era e as a enerator and that the a re riate re u ator authorities a een so advised, there was no reason or Grow to i ea Part application. 

It should be noted that on Jul¥ 17, 1986 Grow did notify the EPA of the chan~e of ownership/operational control of the Commerce facility. This was the earliest date on which that information was available. In addition, according to the June 16 1988 inspection report regarding Commerce, the Department of Health Services has in its files a notification letter from -Georgia-Pacific dated July 31, 1986. In addition, contrary to the statement on page 1 of the June 16, 1988 inspection report, on September 9, 1986 Grow filed with the EPA a "Notification of ·aazardous Waste Activity," which was appropriate action for a generator or treatment, storage or disposal facility to take. 
As the above indicates, any failure to notify the Department of Health services ninety days prior to acquisition is explainable in light of the events that transpired. Grow did not believe such notification of change in ownership was required and, in any event, a notification was given at the earliest possible time. Moreover, the Department of Health Services could have written to Grow following ite receipt of Georgia-Pacific's July 31, 1986 letter if it was concerned about the non-receipt of a Part A application. Instead, almost two 
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years passed before the citation wae issued. In the interim, DOHS had inspected the facility on more than one occasion and not raised the issue of generator status. 
Finally, as you know, Grow has submitted a revised Part A application, along with various variance requests, as part of its effort to cooperate with the Department of Health Services and to achieve a status which the Department would recognize as that of a generator only. In view of all the circumstances, Grow believes that this violation should not be seen as significant. 

2, Count 2. Section 67102, CCR. Failure to develop, follow, and maintain at the facility, a waete analysis plan. 
The regu5rement to prepare a waste analysis plan a1plies only to interim status or treatment, storage and d sposal facilities. 

t '' 
••i ut ,!, , :., 1', When Grow received the July 28, 1988 report of ( .,, ,. ,,,.~~• .. · violation it responded on August 8, 1988 and submitted a waste , ,.,:1 6 analysis plan dated J'uly 29, 1988 ( albeit erroneously in view of its generator status). Subsequently, an outline for hazardous waste determination was submitted on December 14, 1988. Ae the above chronology indicates, when Grow was advised of the requirement to maintain a waste analysis plan it took immediate steps to comply. An failure to maintain a plan previously was the result of reliance on prior practices o eorgia- acific · _ corporation and the associated belief that the facility was~ _ _.g~enerator only. 

. A review of our files fails to indicate that Georgia-"pacific ever prepared a waste analysie plan either before or after its July 29, 1985 letter withdrawing its 1980 Part A application. on the basis of the enclosed letter from the Department of Health Services to Georgia-Pacific dated April 19, 1984, it appears that no plan was in place at least as of that date. 

3. Count 3. section 67105(d) CCR. Failure to maintain at the facility a training plan and records documenting both initial training and annual review training for each employee engaged in handling hazardous waste. 
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At the time of the in~pect.ion tr-aining records were maintained at Grow'G Santa Fe springs, California facility. The Santa Fe Springs, Montebello and Commerce facil.ities are all located in the same geographic area and are operated essentially as one unit by Grow. Various records were maintained at one or another of these facilities depending on where the persons responsible for the applicable programs are located. 
A training plan was submitted to the Department of Health services with Crow's August a, 1988 letter. Subsequent versions were submitted on December 14, 1988, and June 22, 1989. No response to this latest plan has been received. It is my understanding that training levels 1 and 2 under that plan have been completed, that levels 3 and 4 are being scheduled, and that records relating to Commerce are now maintained at Commerce. Grow believes that it has been in compliance with the training requirements for some time. 
We have subsequently learned that Georgia-Pacific Corporation apparently did not have a totally formalized hazardous waste training plan in place as of April 19, 1984 (see ~ ~. · . (•.letter of that date), and was cited for an inadequate training l ~T, · pro ram on Ma 21 1984. We are unaware that any action w~s .i "t, J · ever taken against Georg.1.a-Paci 1c 1.n connectJ.on w1 th that .di -3 cltation, 

~·. ~ 
. \; ~ 

Failure to maintain 
4. count 4. section 67142, CCR, at the facility a contingency plan. --·-· I\.' --· ---- .. -

··~ -

Grow•s August 8, 1988 letter to the Department of Health Services advised that a revised contingency plan would be ~available at the Commerce facility by Septerr~er 15, 1988. A copy of this plan (dated September 8, 1988) was provided to the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services on September a, 1988. Further revised plans were submitted on December 14, 1988, and June 12, 1989. Grow has been in compliance with the provisions of Section 67142 for some time. 
On the other hand, we understand that Georgia-Pacific did not have a completed contin enc lan as of A ril 19 1984 see et er o tat ate), and was cited for not having a contingency plan on May 21, 1984 and ori February 25, 1986 (see inspection report dated sept:ember 30, 1988).- we do not know 
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whether any penalty was levied on those citations, or whether G~orgia-Pacific ever prepared or had in place a contingency t-··. plan. 

5. count 5. Section 66492, CCR. Recordkeeping requirements for---the generator. 

There has been no violation of the applicable regulation, which provides that manifest records are to be kept for three years. It does not sta~e that they have to be kept at the facility to which they pertain. Manifest records have in fact always been main~ained for at least 3 years. 
6. Count 6. Section 67212, CCR. Failure to prepare, update, and maintain at the facility, a copy of the clo~ure/post closure plan. 

Grow has contested the obligation to go through closure but has agreed to embark upon that course as part of its efforts to cooperate with the Department. In December 1988, we engaged a consulting firm (ENSR) to assist us in the preparation of many of the documents described above, and ultimately to prepare a closure plan which was submitted to the Department of Health Services on June 12, 1989 for review and comment. 
As you know, the requirement ~o have a closure plan a~)lies only to interim status or treatment, storage and ctjsposal facilities. since Grow believed that it was a generator only, it did not develop a closure plan. On the other _ _ hand, it was only in 1985 that Georgia-Pacific apparently ---···'~·-·-·-: .. -c.decided that it had always been only a generator and wrote to - withdraw its Part A application. Notwithstanding this, we have ·no indication that Georgia-Pacific prepared a closure plan between 1980 and 1985. As of April 19, 1984 there wae apparently no such plan (see letter of that date). Moreover, based on the September 30, 1988 inspection report, it is our understanding that there was never any such plan. 

B. The following ;-esponds to the Dop_artment of Health .§._~vices' letter dated l!~mber 15, 1988 1 regarding the Se2tember 12 1 1988 1.nspect:ion of Grow's Commerce Facil~~ 
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1. Count l. 22 Cal.Code Regs., Section 67120(a). Design and Operation of Facility. 

It is Grow's position that the cvc.cuations on September 3 and 4, 1988 were inadvisable and unne~cssary, and were the result of improper accions by the Los Angeles County Fire and Sheriff's Departments. These inappropriate actions occurred notwithstanding that crow's supervisory personnel responded to the scene and specifically (1) advjsed the Fire Department that the actions it was taking were inappropriate, and (2) suggested correct proced:1 tes which were ignored. 
As you know, Grow doeR not agree that the materials involved in the August and September incidents were hazardous waste. These materials were maintained on site with a view toward reintroducinc them into Grow's swimming pool tableting and bleach making procesnes. Moreover, o owing e ugus 19eq incident, a program fiaa been inst~tuted to repackage all materials in deteriorated containers and to dispose of any materials which at that time were determined to be unusable in productio~ processes. During the period between August 10 an~ ?eptember 3, 1988, approximately 200 drums of material were repackaged or disposed of. 

Grow disagrees with the statement of paragraph 3 of this Count that there was a layer of hazardous waste residue in Building #5 at the time of inspection. It is our understanding that the Company hired by Grow to cohduct cleanup operations, Disposal Control Services, removed all such material at the time -of their cleanup. The Los Angeles County Department of Health services cordoned off the area surrounding Building #5 and restricted access to the are.a for a week. They also indicated ·satisfaction with cleanup efforts when the area was released for use a few days prior to the inspection, 
The staining referenced in paragraph 4 of this Count is interpreted to refer to the ble~ch containment area. This etaining has existed for a number of years, and no known seep~ge has been reported during the time Grow has operated the commerce facility. The observation that the area is not impervioua to leaks is not accurate. 

The wall mentioned in paragraph 5 of this Count is not intended as secondary containment for the sodium hydroxide 
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tanks. secondary containment fer these tanks is located in the depressed area jmmediately 5cuth of the tanks. The "pooled liquid" referred to was less than a sq~are foot in dimension and was within an impervious containment area. 
The open plnstic drums referred to in paragraph 6 of this count were disposed of offsite under manifest on September 30, 1988. 

It is our understanding that incidents which occurred in February 1986 under Georgia-Pacific's tenure resulted in an evacuation of nearby businesses. It is also our understanding that Georgia-Pacific wos cited for a failure to properly di~pose of waste materials, and subEequently neutralized certain of thoAe materials and shipped others off-site. We do not kna.:.:.:whether any penalties were assessed against Georgia-Pacjfic, 
In sum, the~e would seem little merit to the allegations of Count 1. Any violations that might have occurred were quickly cured. 

2. count 2, 22 Cal.Code Regs., S~ction 67257(c) and (d). General Operating Requirements for Interim Status Facilities. 

As previously indicated, Grow did not consider itself to be an interim status facility. Furthermore, while we-cannot be certain which system is referred to, a cutoff system does in fact exist on Grow's bleach tank. In addition, ~care nQt aware that any of the tanks at the eastern corner of Bullding # 4 have overflowed while Grow has oper~ted the facility. In short, the factual allegations of this Count are incorrect. 
3. C~W:-1.• 22 Cal. Code Regs., section 67145. 
Section 67145(1) states that "the owner or operator shall notify the Department and appropriate state and local authorities, that thP. facility is in compliance with subsection (h) of this section before operations are resumed in the affected area(s) of the facility." 

Grow has been at all relevant times in substantial compliance with Section 67145. The incidents of September 1988 did not impact on any facility operations except those in the 
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area of Building #5. No operations were resumed in this area prior to approval from the Los Angeles county Department of Health services. Moreover, t~e requirements of Section {h) have in fact been complied with since onJ y pockagi)1g r:,aterials have been stored in Buildir.g #5 following the September 1988 cleanup. 
With renpect to Section (j), please refer to my letter of December 14, 1988. In addition, I refer you to the enclosed copy of the report whjc:h war, banded out at the September 8, 1988 meeting held by the Les Angeles County Department of Health se~·vices, and to th~ sign~in sheet for t.hat meeting. As you w1.: recall, Mr. Wilde responded At that meeting to numerous questions regarding the August and sept~~~er incidents. 

~ It is our understanding, hased on the Department's September 30, 1988 inspection report, that Georgia-Pacific never submitted a report with ~espect to the February 1986 incidents. We do now know whether any penalty was assessed or paid, 
4. count 4, 22 Cal. Code Reg., Section 66388(b)(l). The owner/operator of tr.c facility built and operated hazardous waste processes that are not described in the November 17, 1980 Part A permit application without notifying the Department prior to construction/operation. 

There has been no violation o= Section 66388. ThF Section cited is inapplicable since it deals with an entii facility. In addition, no new treatment processes or tank~ nave . been installed by Grow since the acquisiLion of the Commerce ___ ...:...: -~-,----facility from Georgia-Pacific. Any amendment to the 1980 Part A · would accordingly have been the responsibility of GeorgiaPacific and not Grow. 

When Grow was advised in S~ptember, 1988 that a variance was required for continued utilization of the neutralization process, Grow immediately filed to obtain a variance as indicated in }etters dated September 17, 1988, September 29, 1988, October 21, 1988, and Hovember 3, 1988. Grow has not utilized this syGtem since mid-September 1988, has properly dispc P~d of all waste materials off-site, and expects to do so in the future. 

The Department's September 30, 1988 inspection report suggests that the Department of Hea!th Services knew about the 
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neutralization sys~.cm nnd other process changes made by GeorgiaPacific at least as early as F~bruary 1986, under GeorgiaPacific's tenure. It was always our unde~Etanding, unchallenged , until :ruly 1988, that c.he Commerce f;ici}.ity oper~ted only as a generator. We also understand that similar neutralization processes may in fact be uti1i7ed by other awimmir.g pool chemical packagers ln California and are utilized in other jurisdictions. 

5. Count ___ ~. 22 Cal. Code Regs., Section 66471. Hazardoue Waate DeterRination Requirement for the Generator. 
The wastes referred to in paragraph 1 of this Count have b~en characterized and di~posed of under manifest by Disposal Control Services. The cooling water has been characterized and is non-hazMrdous. In addition, although water occasionally splashes from the cooling tower into the containment area, this process as such is not a "dischargeµ. 
The oil wastes referred to in the third paragraph of Count 5 have been characterized and are now handled as hazardous waste, pending receipt of a varianc~ for oil/water separation. Further detail is contained in the variance request which was submitted on May 31, 1989. 

6. Count 6. 22 Cal. Code Regs., Section 67243(a). Management of Containers. 

The requirements of Section 67243 are being complied -·-~-: -.. --·· ... '!li.~J1. The one drum mentioned in this Count was subsequently - properly lnbeled and secured. 

'(... 

We note that a similar citation was issued to Georgiaacific on May 21, 1984, but we are unaware whether any penalty as assessed. 

7. ~ount 7. 22 Cnl. Code Regs., section 67246. Special Requirements for Ignitable or Reactjve Waste, 
As you know, the materials stored in Building #5 were not considered by Grow to be hazardous waste. The current hazardous waste storage area satisfies the 50 foot requirement. 
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e. Count 8. 22 cal. Code Regs., Section 67247(c). Sp~cial Requirements for Incompatible Wastes. 
All materials refer~ed to in ttis count have been disposed of ur.dcr 1nan i fest. No incompatible wastes are now stored without separation or ptotection from one anotter by a dike, wall, or other rlevice. 

C. The ~o q~wi'Qg~s2_2n_9-s t_o _the Depart_menl of Heal th §_ervices' _let.!_~£...._Q_at~d J~J_y_J_R.1_1_9-_88L-~~ttc-ding the June 16...l 1988 insQecti~f Grow's Mon~eballo facility. 
1. Count 1. Section 6647), California Code of Reguiations (Ca. Code Regs.). Failure to characterize wast-"-: 
A~ set forth in my letter to the Department of Heal. services dated January 10, 1989, part (b)(2) of Section 66471 allows for the app1 icat.ion of knowledge of the hazai:-dous characteristics of wastes in light of the materials or processes used and criteria established in Article 11 of Title 22 of the californi« Administrative Code. Grow does not create any new chemicals in its fornulating and packaging operations, and uknowledge" thus exists on Lhc hasis of supplier MSDS sheete, literature references, and other knowledge of the raw materials utilized. In the event that a waste was created and the na~ure of the waste was unknown (presumably this would only occur if a waste was created and it was then discovered by someone who did not know when or how it was created), such waste would reauire characterization. As indicated in Grow's August 5 1988 letter, -'-'-,.. .. :-.~;_ ........ the specific wastes nentioned by the .i.nspector we:re in fact · ·- charactPrized and disposed of. 

2. Count__1. Section 66482(&)(6), ca. Code Regs. Failure to indicate the quantity of each hazardous waste. 
Please refer to the encl~sed letter to the Department of Health services dated Augusts, 1988 for a complete ~esponse to this Count. 

3. count 3. Section 67102, Ca. Code Regs. Failure to develop, follow and maintain at the facility a waste analysis plan. 

see comments to count 1 above. A waste analysis plan was submitted (albeit erroneously in view of Grow's status as a 

-
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generatc:::-only at Mcntebr-:J.lo) ·,:LU; Crc•,-•'s l-i.WJust 5, l9S8 letter, and w~ htive r0c~i•.·2.d r,r, f•.,rti,,~,:_- cr:1n::::r,c:1t. frnr1 t.r,c Der,ar-:::.n1ent of Health Service$ regarding it. 

We note that on va~ch 6, l9B5, G~orqia-Pacific was cited for feilir.g .,___0 ·,,-~:..r'.teir-i -~ •,:,,~te ana;yr,{s plan and for • • l • . h ;i. • disposing of h~zar·r:.0·,:1:; ·,.~5.:"ite col,~-~;1"-e!s \•.·1t:.. oru ... nary trasn are not aware wheth~! H~Y pe~b!~i~~ ~ere levied with respect those citotions. 

We 
to 

4. count 4. sc~tion 67104(d), ca. Code Regs. F6ilure to maintain a~ thi-tacility a training pl~n and records of employee 1.raining. 

At the time of the i:1spection it was explained thaL training rccordG were kept a~- G1.-ow' ~- Santa Fe Sp:-.ir,gs, California facility. As praviously noted, the Santa Fe Springs, Montebello arid Corrc!T'.erce facilit.ic~ are all located int.he same geographical area i>nd a!.- .. ~ op1;.:r,,teri esse-nt.ial ly as one unit by Grow. Various rAcord~ were rnAinta~ned a~ one or another of these facilities dcpendi1:g on where the persons ~esponsible ior the applicable prcgra~s were l~c~ced. Tr&inin~ ~ecnrds are now maintai~ed at the facility to which they pertain. 

A copy of a tr~!ning pla~ was submitted to the 
Department to Hcal~h services o~ Au0us~ 5, 1988. Additional documentation was fuc:mitted 0:1 S81.:,'....er~.ber 28, 1928, November 29, 1988, and January 10, 1989. 

5. Count 5. 
to keep a copy of the 

Section ~6492(b), ca, Code Rege. 
biennial n~pnr t <'it t-.r.e f aci 1 it y. 

Failu:re 

The biennial report for 1986 was located at the Montebello facility following t~e inspect~on visit, and a copy was provided to the DPpartm~nt of He~1th SArvices with Grow'o letter dated Septembe! 23, 1988. A c,-1py of t.he 1984 report, prepared under Georgia-Pacific's tenure, w~a requested from Georgia-Pacific on Septe!"ber 23, 1988, b~t has n<'Jt been located by Georgia-Pacific or at :.he ?--~ontebclJo facility. 

The section cited do8s nnt ~eq~ire the biennial report to be kept at the facility - i~ si~ply requires it to be kept for 3 years. If there is any violiltion with respect to the 1984 report it would be th~t of Geor~id-Pcicific, not Grow, since it 
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was Ge:;rqia-Puci fie wLich •._;3~ res~,r:~;sihlc f<Yr f)reµa.ring and maintaining tbnt. rcpc,rt. 

6. Cou~1t r.. s~cti,-,n 67712, Cd. Code R<•gi;. F'ailure to prepc1re, update .-i:~d P-,ai?"it,) i.:1 ..,., r.:0p'{ of t.:1::- closur~/post closure plan at the facility. 

Fai ~ '.,r, 
( c'" . . 

7. ~aunt 7. Sc~Lion 66J89(b)(4), Ca. Code R~g~. · ·. 1·•nt ifi + he IWS at le0st 90 ci.:iys pr:or to t.rt,nsfer· .,,·:1:p of U:c facjlity. 

P)Ad$C ref~r to respo~se ~o Count 1 of the July 28, 1988 lGttcr, which re5po~3e i~ 8lso generally applicable to the Monteh~lln facility. 

:)f'r:ember 26, 19!.IS, Georgi.,:;.-Pacific no·.if.:..~d the EPA that .~ t '.1u(l :na:-ie .i. ts Patt. l-\ filing l n 19 80 as t,o tt.e Monr:eh.:1 lJ o facj]'· J' only ns a p~olective ~easura, end ~as ac~ordingly wi~hd: ,-,,..;i>;g its pen1it 2ppJ ici.'.ti()n, on September 4, 1986, ':he U.S. fnvi~on~enLal Pro~~ction Agency referred che matter to tho Department of llcaJ tr. SPl '-'.!CE:S, ard c,n St:pte:i.;:ier 9, 1986 Grow filed a Notification of I:azard::ius Wriste AcLivity. As noted in the above rt>!sponne tn Ci.)trnt 1 of th~ July 28, 1988 lettc1:, Georgia-Paci!ic nc,tified the DeptH:tr~f.rnt of Healtt ~_;er••.'ic~s of _..;__._ ..... __ ,. __ . __ -the sale to Grow by letter dated July Jl, 1986, aNl Grow notified th~ EPA by letter dated July 17, 1986. 

We note ths t the Depa:rt-rnt•:1t 0£ He~ l th Ser'✓ i --:e:.; cited Georgia Pacific on ~uly \8, 1908 for failing to advise Grow of its alleged obligation t.o file a Part A opplication ni ncty days before acqui1:;ition, ,Hid t~iit Gecr~-;ia-:.'c.i.Cific r.eit.E!rat.ed the above-mentioned posit.ions regarding jt.s l9RO filing in a letter dated July 27, 1988. We are un~war~ of what, if any, response was made by the De?~rtment. 

8. Count 8. Section 65492(a) Ca. Code Regs. fn 'ure to maintain mani{e8t recotd~ frjr At ~ P.IH;;-::: three years. 

Manifest records have been and are being maintained for at lea5t 3 years. The regulation cited does not say that such 
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records h~ve ~o be ~ert at ~he facility to which lhey pertain. 
A copy of the manifE:r-:t 7,e:it.io1·,ed .i..ll tU .. s ::=it.ation. wa~ obtn.ined 
from Georgia-Pacific ~nd for~~rded with Gro~•e le~ter of August 
5, 1988. A11 rnan;!esL r~cords ~el~~~ng ta the Monteb~llo 
facil.i1.y "'1re now rrtair;tc1ir:.ed i:.i.t that lr1ctd:.ion. 

We notA th~t Ge0rgi5-Pacific was also cited fnr this 
itP..m on July 18, 1988. Or:cF.: ~S,Ja.in, we are unawi"\re of the 
disposition of thiR cit~tion. 

9. count 9. scctic~ 67103(b~, ~a. C?de Rc£S, Failure 
to mair,Lain c;ecu-1~:~~t:r' of the f,;cj]5ty. 

:t. i~ our- 1~1-riE-rstar,ding t;}i~t this requirel":',i?.nt. 
Pr-;-- t- '""'r..l-~,.·--•c.- o-·~"'I·, ""'S"◄, .. i·1;~~~c. \•o.t--•"\.f..h•·t~,..,4.;n,. e .,,,..;l,.,..~.:. ~ :1 .... -: .. .i.•-~.:..U•...,.J1..- ; .. .J..J ....,._....., _.,_t.,J."-.~•-•• l"\ !_V, . .1.1. .. :; C".1>-·1--6- ;':,; 

fact , -;, : a 7:. ~ r!~! 1· $ t 1 ~l I1 !:.~] l1a. .. ,!f: ~)e :;· n ~- l'\ :SL,:· ·u t; t.e · J 1_.() k.:.;:c•p th(~ 
question closed or at~endcd at nll t~mes. 

ELnancil'll A:;, surar.,:e -----

doet not 
tt!ia 
g-;1tc in 

During one of -::i1.u- 1~a::.-J :i'!r r,·.i:~•:t.irigs you ir!dicuted that 
$215,')00 (.'f the sugg1:2stcd $825,C,()C st:·t.tleir.c::-;t. amol.lr,t was related 
~o Grow'a failuc~ to cc,::-,p~y wit.h firv,!~•c:L,11 rf-:sron~i.bility 
requ.irem-ents. I:1 add'. t. ion to t.he fact ':.hat s~ch r~qci rements 
apply or:ly to tret:U ... ~nt, sto!:-a·;;,"! at:.-:i di~;,--::•s~l f::ici~ i~i~s a;.J ::ot 
•·o oener ..... or oniy 1-~,-~: 1 ,+~,,,.-~ r. ... <",·•' .... , .. ,,. 1 n -fnc+- ... , .. -.ye; ..-,-... th~. 
'-" •· • 4;.-1!..• * - .I - • 1-. •••• _..., __ ._._-..:-.,_)I ... _"'r.,.. ~~•." • 1,•"--"~ .L 1 ----~.., _. (I ...• '.~\ ._ i~•-• ~,. ... 
a 1 tern ate f 1nan~.i-al t e:,.;<;: ::or 1 :ab1 .j. 1 t.y req,n t·P.rne:1ts sa tl~,"it nn 
insurance policy, b0~J, o~ oth~r s:~~lar ~e~h~nlsm would h~ve 
been required. 

Furtherr:tore., ins')f.1r. a$ fi.n~1:·'icitti 
i f , . 

requ remcnts or C!O¥ilre ar~ c0ncern~0, we 
•ee.t 1 rn-t~ Of ~1ccu-e ·-c,e·,_ e (: •• - - -.....- '·-<> ~ .,. ~ • 1;1,...J..t.-~.\ J.;,; ,_ l_ ..._ t..,_ .. -1.'~ ... ..., -l>4. ~:.;._._ ,_·-: .• _,t"td;.-.,t 

responsibilit.y 
ta·ve 110 p~-ecise 
•,,-e Lave received no 

response to our closti't"~ pl.,.J.rl). Hc·.:c·.~e~-, it would appear that. 
cloa'l..4rc ~t CoH'.rnerce wo'..'.:}d co::t s-::•i:-'.0t::-,{ng in excc:3s o! one 
hu~dred thousand but protably less than t~o h~ndred t~ousacd 
dollars. Under the~* circu~~t~n~~~, a prcroAed £i~e of $215,000 
ia wholly disprop~rtio~ate to ~r.y technical vi0Jati0n Lhat may 
have occurr~d. · 

Moreover, S~ct on ~6?29~b)(4~ specifica!lf ~~quires 
Georgia-Pacific to ~o~p y with flnanc~al respons1b1l1ty 
req~irernents until Grow co~2lies. ~e ~nte that Georgia-Pacific 
was cited for this it~~ on July lR, 19RB, but we are unaware 

t-, T • ..J 
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whether any penalty haE been levied or proposed. (We see no 
basis for proposing a lesser fine ag~inst Georgia-Pacific. 
Indeed, ii anything, a greater fine wo~ld seem appropriate.) 

In addi~ion, while Grow's comprehensive general 
liability policies have contained poll~tio~ exclusions, the 
pol icy which was in force at the. t.i me of th1; Septe;nl.>er 19 88 
incidents does in fact provide coverage notwithstanding the 
oollution exclusion in the policy. 

Finally, I have been in cont~ct with Ms, Rubia Bertram 
and we Ar~ in the process of eubmitting tte required financial 
responsibili~y formfi to her office. 

ProQ_osed_Penalties 

Jn our various discussions you have consistently 
decU.ned t.o break out yo\lr $825,000 settle;;;ent figure by 
violation, or to articulate ho·.-1 t!1e\t :1~rnbei- was arrived at. Yc,u 
l'iave indicated only the.t $~50, oc,o is cittributable to Co:nrnerce 
violations, that $160,000 is attributable to Mcntebello 
violations, and that $215,0GO is attributable to financial 
reeponRibility requirements. 

As noted above, many of the items which were cited had 
previo1 ·,ly been the subject of citations to Georgia-Pacific 
Corporation, It coes not s~ern Lo us that Gr~w adopted an 
unreasonable course of conduct in nccepting Georgia Pacific's 
representations that t.he cc,nr::erce and Montebello facilities were 

-·· ... ·~·· ...... .-..:-~ ..... generator-only f acili l. ~es .~nd ~ad a 1 ,'iaYG been opera t.ed as such. 

contrary to the positlon you took at our meeting, we 
"think that the Department's trcatraent of Georgia-~acific is 
relevant. They operated the facilicy in precisely the same 
manner as Grow does, were cited for many of the same violations 
as Grow was and, from what we can gather, were never fined. 
Moreover, we have_c~cperated fully with the Department and cnn 
find r.o evidence tr,.:· .. Georgia--Pacific ever did. We th.ink it 
manifestly unfair to ~repose such ma~sive fines against Grow, a 
company whose net wed :- is less th3n two percent of Ceorg5. 
Pacific's, · r, view of : ;-,e fact. tr.at any proble::ns that ex~.· "" 
inherited 1:·om Georgi2-Pacific. 
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Gro·,'-' has corp; ist-.,,r,~.ly at":c-:-,p'-_e,.i to respond in a constructive ma~ner to t~e n~~~,t~ent. It has spent 
approximately $100,00C in envjron~ental consulting fees and will sp~nd r 0:lch more 1:.H~:or~ t.he (;llrr,~::t st;eps ai-e cc,:-np:~t.:.i::"!d. 
Furlher2~~c, Grow has indic~ted a ~illingness to go through the clcs\1re ;,~•:.:icess at Cc:..irnr:,e::--c:e, w·r.lch proc~ss (..:an be e:•:pectEd to ccst well in AXCAGG of $100 1 000. 

Yon iw:.Ucated der lng cu~ :~o;:t re,-;Pr.t rneeting that an ·· ~lqniftcant elemenL of :he rr0poseJ p~nalty tad been allocated to the f 1'Jrtion of CQ1.;n,: 1 of. t~c Nc,•.-:-rr.ber. :~~ 198a letter r~lated to thA stor~qe of cxid:7ers 1n Bu:l~:ng #5. You stated thet the Dep~rL~ent cf HA~lth services was essentially deferring to the criminal proce~dings br0~ghL by t~e !as Angeles Coun:y Distr!ct At~0rney to ~W?~s2 ap~~o~~iate pe~altics and o~ter sAnctionA wJth respec~ to the ~ncio~nt~ which occurred in .SP."".)torn.!":c:r 1988. W~ t,,,i:_.c,:;v~, hr:..wever, that the Scotei7.ber 1988 .... ,. . . ,. . . incidents h~ve color~d ~he Depart~e~t's v~ew, and that c~tattons that wo;.::ld ot.herwiFle rcve c~rri~d S'.T!.;,ll or r~o per:alti0s hnve now been magnified out cf rcaeona~le p~o?0rtion. Stron~ evidence 0; t~is is provided by t~e d~~parate tr~at~ent affor~0d Ge~rgi~--p,13~ifi1;, .Grow js a.rcl;;:_i•:p,J.y.s;-;-_al~. cor.,?any which_~= ekin; ~-,) maintain its operatio~s 1n Cal1for~ia. Hundreds ot ~~ployee~, many oi whoM are minori~ie~ &~d all of wtcm are very supportive of the Company, depend upon Grew for their livelihoods. This matter, and the other li~:gatio~ ~aL~~rs of which you are aware, call into serious quesLion the Compa~y•s Ability to continue operations in CaliforniR. 
__ _..._...,. ----'~-~-~- -·· ~ 

T~cre was no ~illful wron;doi~0 en the part of Grow in connection with anv cf the ~itatic~s detailed above. None of · the al!c0~d vinlatlons ro~ed any significRnt risk 0f harm to ·anyone or to the envi.rn~~ent, er wot1ld otherwJse justify maximum penal ties. No one WH6 sed O\iBly injur~::i i:lB o rP-0 1.!::!.t of the SeptPmber 1988 incidents. 

Grov; is ne·:ertllcless r,:r·epared to pay the i ..1m of $150,000 in pP,alti~s to res01~~ al: outs~~~ding items involving the Depart .. it. As p~evi0usly indic~tPd, we are also prepared ·eed with clo8ure at Con~erce. We will also survey Montebello to dete:r~.i.~e h'1·:ethe::: -.0 10~;1::re i.s required. These commitmer~ts wi ~. l c0s~- G'"<4.-..: several L~r.dred£. of thousands of dollars, money that ~hGu:d ha~e beer. expended by Georgia-Pacific prior to August 1, 1986. We thi~k our sett:e~enL position is 
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q1l~te ~-~~,·-1·:1·'.··!1.:7~;:tt."'-! ~.:l 

Der, 1 ""'"t ii r-. . · · ,,::. , .. · 1 c J. n ·J '1 
ar~ f~,r~:_· :.:~; u~ t~:) .-_-: __ j ::;;!t.i,::ir~ ~~:::·-] 
h,1rd-wor h J i;r_i rn~:1 i"lnd •.,_•c,ir(•n. 

tr-:. •:..:\_•~~-~; :to r ()'!': so 2 s, 1- (J ,1, :i<),_1 
~~o:)r.: .. ;.:(1j_-;__ing t~t1t; ·jo~c.:.:; ,:,f 1;:a.r:·y 

r o r you r . ., : : - · ,- r; i f, n ;-: t"' , ~ ,":,: :i E: r, c J c r: ; n g w i t )- '. _ ~- i . J e t : e :.-
c 0 r,. , __ es . ._.t t !1~ ·t~t..i!" ~ .. --. '. ~-1~r·~~}!1"t~~~~ :--_ -~: jr_,:,_:-:·:t .._'_\)"!i~,j ~~e:: e~=--:. 9:" v ,. _:_;':i() 

f('_.~-~f-!r~ .. ""/·:,".J a CC·J<Y' \::·f t_'·:e ! i:!-:~!:c:.i.--:1 ~--f_~:"-;.~J()f:S.L~ : ~-~)' ..:c<;;;-~ 
A-~ 3r)on ~8 t.h~.: hcl"J~.; l·;~~~ri c:-_1h:)l(:;t,.ef'"}. 

P le~se l ~~-- F::~ 
ncjr·]' •:_ ~):.~~I J 1":f c,r:~L":t t .-: __ c .. : 
d1.~(:1.;. sccl. J4 

.if ~::>1.,;, ~~-::.::er: c. 1. (1.r _:_ ~- .. , -. d •~_)<:it. 
! c. ~.~F· :.:·:..~t t.:_""; :.- :·!·.· :,:, 

--■ z ,, g· --~-!",....~1,,t't~ ... ·-:~~,...,__,...,_~~:-.dl~~--- .,..,_~~- CCHt~fifj'-~-~-~~.\IL:..~___,,-, ... -~.,..---~-.. ..... _ ---.:... -----........ 
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Grow Group, Inc. 

Pan Am Building 
200 Park Avenue 

New York, NY 10188 
(212) 599-4400 
TWX: 710-581·3888 
Telecopler: (212) 286-0940 

Mr. Scott Simpson 
Program Supervisor 

P. 0. Box 7600 
4000 Dupont Circle 

Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 897-9861 

TWX: 810-535-3332 
Telecopler: (502) 897-9881 

May 31, 1989 

surveillance and Enforcement Unit 
Toxic Substance Control Division (Region 3) 
1405 N. San Fernando Boulevard 
Suite 300 
Burbank, CA 91504 

Re: Grow Group 

Dear Mr. Simpson: 

Please Reply to: 
D New York Office 

D Louisville Office 

I am enclosing herewith copies of the revised 
inspection schedule and plan, variances and part A permit 
application referred to in my letter of May 5, 1989 (copy 
enclosed). The draft closure plan, contingency plan and 
emergency procedures, and training plan are in the final 
preparation stages and we expect to forward copies to you in 
the very near future. 

We regret any delay in submitting the above documents, 
but our outside consultants required more time than anticipated 
in order to provide the level of detail that we felt was 
appropriate for the various documents. 

With respect to the issue of financial assurance, our 
risk manager has recently corresponded with Mr. Castle. It 
presently appears that our comprehensive general liability 
coverage satisfies the requirements of the regulations. 

As you know, Grow does not agree with your agency's 
characterization of the Commerce facility as a so-called TSO or 
interim status facility. Rather, Grow's position, as set forth 
in previous correspondence, is that it is a generator only. By 
supplying the information and taking the actions described in 
this letter and its attachments, Grow has in no way changed its 
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position in this regard, and this notification should not be 
construed as an admission of any liability whatsoever under all 
applicable laws and regulations. Grow also reserves the right 
to contest any adverse finding your agency should make in any 
and all appropriate forums and the submission of the material 
described in this letter in no way constitutes a waiver of that 
right. 

I believe that it would be useful if we could 
establish verbal communications with respect to the documents 
mentioned above so that we can make any necessary revisions on 
an expedited basis. Accordingly, I would request that you, or 
other agency representatives, contact me by telephone if there 
are questions or if changes or clarifications are required. 

Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

b/ 
David B. Russell 

DBR:pr 
cc: John Hinton, Chief [w/encl.] 

Facilities Permitting Unit 
Toxic Substance Control Division 
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Grow Group, Inc. 

Pan Am Building 
200 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10166 
(212) 599-4400 
TWX: 710-581-3686 
Telecopier: (212) 286-0940 

Mr. Scott Simpson 
Program supervisor 

P. 0. Box 7600 
4000 Dupont Circle 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502} 897-9861 
TWX: 810-535-3332 
Telecopier: (502) 897-9861 

May 31, 1989 

surveillance and Enforcement Unit 
Toxic Substance Control Division (Region 3) 
1405 N. San Fernando Boulevard 
Suite 300 
Burbank, CA 91504 

Re: Grow Group 

Dear Mr. Simpson: 

( 

Law Department 

Please Reply to: 
□ New York Office 
□ Louisville Office 

I am enclosing herewith copies of the revised 
inspection schedule and plan, variances and part A permit 
application referred to in my letter of May 5, 1989 (copy 
enclosed). The draft closure plan, contingency plan and 
emergency procedures, and training plan are in the final 
preparation stages and we expect to forward copies to you in 
the very near future. 

We regret any delay in submitting the above documents, 
but our outside consultants required more time than anticipated 
in order to provide the level of detail that we felt was 
appropriate for the various documents. 

With respect to the issue of financial assurance, our 
risk manager has recently corresponded with Mr. Castle. It 
presently appears that our comprehensive general liability 
coverage satisfies the requirements of the regulations. 

As you know, Grow does not agree with your agency's 
characterization of the Commerce facility as a so-called TSD or 
interim status facility. Rather, Grow's position, as set forth 
in previous correspondence, is that it is a generator only. By 
supplying the information and taking the actions described in 
this letter and its attachments, Grow has in no way changed its 
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position in this regard, and this notification should not be 
construed as an admission of any liability whatsoever under all 
applicable laws and regulations. Grow also reserves the right 
to contest any adverse finding your agency should make in any 
and all appropriate forums and the submission of the material 
described in this letter in no way constitutes a waiver of that 
right. 

I believe that it would be useful if we could 
establish verbal communications with respect to the documents 
mentioned above so that we can make any necessary revisions on 
an expedited basis. Accordingly, I would request that you, or 
other agency representatives, contact me by telephone if there 
are questions or if changes or clarifications are required. 

Thank you. 

David B. Russell 

DBR:pr 
cc: John Hinton, Chief [w/encl.] 

Facilities Permitting Unit 
Toxic Substance Control Division 



Mr. Scott Simpson 
Program Supervisor 

May 5, 1989 

Surveillance and Enforcement Unit 
Toxic Substance Control Division (Region 3) 
1405 N. San Fernando Boulevard 
suite 300 
Burbank, CA 91504 

Re: Grow Group 

Dear Mr. Simpson: 

The following responds to your letter dated March 27, 1989. 

As you know from our meeting last week, and from earlier meetings and correspondence, Grow does not agree with your agency's characterization of Grow's Commerce facility as a SO-:call~_d 'l'~l) _ _or_. __ :in.terim _st.atus~f,ac_ili.ty ._'---- __ cB¥, .responding etc < · - ~ --- ._,___ . ___ c your letter and agreeing to take the actions specified herein, Grow has in no way changed its position in this regard, and this letter should not be construed either as an·actm:ission that the facility is anything but a generator, or as an admission of any liability whatsoever under all applicable laws and regulations. Grow expressly denies any such liability whatsoever and this letter is forwarded without prejudice to Grow's right to contest your agency's characterization of the Commerce facility and all alleged violations in any litigation or other proceeding which may arise. 

Subject to the foregoing, as mentioned both in our letter of February 1, 1989, and during our recent meeting, our consultant, ENSR, is preparing a closure plan for review by your agency. We anticipate that this will be completed by May 
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31, 1989. I also expect that we will have a preliminary 
estimate of closure costs at that time as well. 

With respect to the issue of financial assurance, as 
it relates both to the closure process and the operation of the 
Commerce facility until closure is concluded, we are consulting 
with our insurer and financial advisors to determine the costs 
and feasibility of compliance with the applicable requirements 
and expect to make a determination by May 31, 1989. 

We intend to submit a revised "inspection schedule and 
plan", a revised "contingency plan and emergency procedbres", 
and a revised "training plan" by May 31, 1989. To address your 
comment regarding 22 Cal.Admin. Code Section 6712l(a) and (b), 
we are proposing to install a bullhorn near the hazardous waste 
storage area at Commerce to alert plant personnel in the event of an emergency. Please advise me if this is not acceptable to the Department. 

We are also reviewing all hazardous waste management 
units which have been identified at Commerce, and will be 
submitting to you requests for variances regarding the oil 
water separator and other units. 

We continue to question the necessity of filing a 
revised Part A permit application form identifying current 
hazardous waste management units, but are reviewing this matter further. 

Finally, we expect to be in contact with you in the 
near future to discuss further the penalties which your agency has proposed. 

Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

David B. Russell 

DBR:pr 
cc: Antonette Cordero, Esq. 



Among the docwnents Grow Group Inc. submitted to the Department of Health 

Services on 31 May 1989 were six variance requests: one for pH adjustment of 

sodium hypochlori te, two for elementary neutralization of sodium hydroxide 

and hydrochloric acid, two for oil-water separators, and one for storage of 

more than 5000 gallons of hazardous waste in a tank. 

Owing to recent changes in Law and the Department's policies and regulations 

for managing hazardous waste, the Department is no longer issuing variances 

for simple pretreatment, elementary neutralization, nor oil-water separators. 

These hazardous waste activities will be covered by the Permit-By-Rule 

regulations that are currently being developed. When these regulations come 

into effect, facilities that fall under them will be required to comply with 

the regulations in Title 22 that apply to permitted facilities. 

Permits are required by statutue if "hazardous waste is held at an on-site 

facility in tanks for any period of time and the quantities exceed 5,000 

gallons or 45,000 pounds, whichever is greater 

(a) (2) of the California Health and Safety Code]. 

issue variances to the statutes. 

" [Section 25123.3 

The Department cannot 



JOHN K. VAN DE KA.MP 
Attorney General 

May 1, 1989 

Edwin v. Woodsome 
Munger, Tolles & Olsen 
355 s. Grand Avenue 
Thirty-Fifth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1560 

Re: Grow Group, Inc • 

Dear Mr. Woodsome: 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

3S80 WILSHIRB BOULBVARD, ROOM 800 
LOS ANGELES 90010 

(213) 736·2304 

(213) 736-2-150 

Enclosed you will find the Report of Violations and Schedule of 
Compliance concerning the violations found on March 3, 1989, at 
the Grow Group facility in Commerce. I am sending the ROV to you 
to forward to your client so that it will not come as a surprise 
to you. We hope that the new violations can be resolved along 
with the violations about which the company has already received 
notice. 

As a result of our April 25 meeting and the Department's prior 
correspondence with the company, you should understand the nature 
of the violations for which the company is cited and what is 
required to remedy them. While the Department would like to 
resolve this matter without litigation if possible, we need to 
decide soon whether settlement will be feasible. We therefore 
request that you respond by May 15, 1989, to our offer to settle 
this matter for $825,000 in penalties and compliance with the 
applic~ble laws and regulations, as discussed at the above
mentioned meeting. We would like to resolve all of the pending 
violations at one time, but if you cannot respond to. the attached 
ROV by May 15 (the ROV requires a response by June 1), we still 
request a response to our offer regarding the other violations by 
that date. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP 
Attorney General. 

a~~,&~ 
ANTONETTE B. CORDERO 
Deputy Attorney General 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE ~NCV 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL DIVISION (REGION 3) 
1405 N. SAN FERNANDO BOULEVARD, SUITE 300 
BURBANK, CA 91504 

Mr. Jim Mahar 
Grow Group, Inc. 
760 South Vail Avenue 
Montebello, CA 90640 

Dear Mr. Mahar: 

REPORI' OF VIOIATIOO AND safEOOLE FOR CXH1LIANCE 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Gonmor 

April 27, 1989 

On March 3, 1989, Roy 'Ihielking and Richard Jones of the Department of Health 
services (OHS) corrlucted an inspection of Grow Group, Inc., located at 2501 
south Malt Avenue, commerce, california CA0085393080. 

As a result of that inspection, violations of hazardous waste statutes and 
regulations were identified. 

Specific violations and required corrective actions are listed below. 
Failure to correct the identified violations within the schedule provided 
will result in OHS citing you for continuing/additional violations. 

I. Schedule of Violations: 
J 

axJNT 1: Title 22, california Code of Regulations, section 67103. 

Grow Group, Inc. , failed to minimize the possibility of 
tmauthorized entry of persons into the active _ portion of the 
facility, in that two vehicular acxess gates were open and 
tmattended at the time of the inspectors' arrival at the facility, 
and two pedestrian acxess doors in Building 4 alongside the 
railroad track were not locked. 

CXXJNl' 2: califomia Health and safety COde, Section 25189.2 

II. 

'Ihe facility disposed of hazardous waste at a point not authorized 
by DHS, in that a deposit of oil extended across part of the yard 
from two hydraulic power units at the east corner of Building 4. 

correct violations upon receipt of this report. 

Please subn.it to tni.s office by June 1, 1989, a written report describing the 
actions taken to correct the above violations. said report shall certify 
that the violations have been corrected, and shall contain the language in 
Title 22, cal. Code Regs., Section 66373 (d). 

'!he Department will conduct a reinspection of Grow Group, Inc., to verify 
compliance. 



Mr. Jim Mahar 
Page 2 
April 27, 1989 

'Ihe issuance of this Report of Violation and SChedule for compliance does not 
preclude OHS from taking administrative, civil, or criminal action as a 
result of the violations noted herein. 

If you have any questions regarding this rei;x:,rt, please contact Roy 'Ihielking 
at (818) 567-3041. 

SS:RI':cd 

cc: Antonette Cordero 
Gail Ruderman Feuer 
Office of the Attorney General 
3580 Wilshire Boulevard., ste. 800 
IDs Angeles, CA 90069 

Richard Shen.iood 
Toxics legal Office 
Toxic SUbstances Control Division 
714/744 P street 
P. ·o. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Mary·I..ocke 
Office of Local Enforcement 
'Ibxic SUbstances Control Division 
714/744 P street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Larry Matz 

Sincerely, 

S4 ~~s~~~ 
scott Simpson, Chief 
SUrveillance and Enforcement Unit 

surveillance and Enforcement section 
Toxic SUbstances Control Division 
714/744 P street 
P.O. Box 942732 
Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 



Mr. Jim Mahar 
Page 3 
April 27, 1989 

cc: Rubia Bertram 
Financial Responsibility Unit 
Toxic sutstances Control Division 
714/744 P street 
P.O. Box 942732 
sacramento, CA 94234-7320 

Anastacio Medina 
Los Angeles County 
Department of Health Services 
2615 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles CA 90007 

steve Johnson, Chief 
Waste Compliance Branch 
u. S. Envirornnental Protection Agency 
Region IX 
215 Frenont street (T-2-4) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

File 

Certified Mail 
P-565 319 419 
Return Receipt Requested 
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